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79. 1. 9 from the bottom, for writing s r. writing is 
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88. 1. 2. before distress insert the 8 
93. 1. 24. after Beardmore point thus ; 
97. I. 2. for of-ther,of a | 
136. 1. 2 from the bottom, for concuring r. concurring Jo 
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206. 1. 2. for natuaralization r. naturalization 
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264. Letler CLXIX for date 1761 r. 1765 
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366. 1. 3. of thelletter, after i injure, adele or. 
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i : - | |  Bedford-Row, June I., 1749. 
Rev. SiR, | | 


t 266 00 Received the Bohr of your edition of 3 Art | 5 = : 
of Poetry: for which” r "I. e to make wy. beſt acknow- . 


"You have given very little advantage to the critics, but where you | x 
ſpeak of me: and yet my ſelf-Iove will not fuffer me to wiſh x 
unſaid, when I conſider how much real honour 18 . to every one 
whom ſuch an author commends. 

I tell you, with all fincerity, I think the notes one of the moſt 
maſterly pieces of criticiſm that ever was written. I am ſure (and 1 


ought to be aſhamed to ſay it) chat 1 ſhould have envied you for it, : 
Ky 1 not found vou ſo generous to che Commentator of Mr. Pope. 


1 


As it is, I take a pride 1 in it as my own; a greater, chan I can take 
in any of my own. I wiſh it was in my power to make a ſuitable 
acknowledgment for my obligations. The beſt thing I have to offer 
you is a very unprofitable friendſhip. Such as it is, you have a right 
to it. And, if you will make me ſtill more your debtor, you muſt 
give me your's. You will always find in mine all the frankneſs and 
warmth 3 I now beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your very Ser and moſt faithful 
humble Servant, 


W. WARBURTON. 


LETTER HU. 
Dr A Sin, | = 


I Have your 1 letter of the RY which but the 
more confirms me in my good fortune in the acquiſition of ſo valuable 
a friend. After having ſeen ſo much of a perſon's mind as one does 
in a well wrote book, one ſteps at once into his acquaintance. So 
that you muſt not wonder at the familiarity of my demands. Pray 
do you reſide generally in College, or where? Have you ever any 
calls to Town? I hope you have, I am here almoſt always in 
Term time; and you may be aſſured always much your ſervant. 
When I am not here, I am at Prior-Park, near Bath ; where indeed 
a letter directed to me, under cover to Ralph Allen, Eſq. will always 
find me out, Wherever I am. Og don't GG. I ſhall willingly 

Fo ſuffer 


1 


5 "—_ you to drop our correſpondence. I ſhall have too much uſe for 
it. And, if I had you now near me, I have a great deal of your 
555 to aſk concerning ſome projects I have in hand, which you 
ſhall know more of. Particularly a tract on Julian's famous attempt: 
that I ſhall contrive to let you ſee, to criticiſe, before I publiſh it. 
But what at preſent is moſt in my thoughts, is to preſs you to oblige 
us with Horace's Ep. to Auguſtus, juſt in the ſame manner and form 
| you have given us the Art of Poetry. It will be a fine field for your 
talents, and complete what is much wanted, a ſenſible comment on 
all Horace's Critical Works. For I tell you again, what you have 
already done is far above the taſte and comprehenſion of theſe times. 
For whenever the public taſte is right, it is ſet ſo by half a dozen 
| faſhionable people of good underſtanding, who lead the reſt to it. 
Sometimes they readily follow, ſometimes not. But what is the 
genuine public taſte, and properly their own, is the moſt wretched 
imaginable. I have ſpoken of your comment to the beſt judges, as 
it deſerves ; and I have already had EOS thanks of ſome of them for 
my recommendation. | 
I ſhall ſtay in town * a week kl ah then return into the 
Weſt a little by the TOO But wherever I am, be affured you have, 


Dear Stn, 


1 very faithful and obliged friend 
: and humble Servant, 


x hi W. WARBURTON. 
Bedford-Row, June 6th, 1749. 
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Dran Sin, F 
1 Have your bling letter of the 9th, 1 could. not 
leave the! town without making my acknowledgments for it. Be 
aſſured every good occaſion, that brings you to town, will give me a 
particular pleaſure. | 

_ Give me leave to tell you, you do not reaſon ſo EN) by a great 
deal on the Epiſtle to Auguſtus, as on the Epi/tle to the Piſs, Mr. Pope, 
you know, uſes the Roman poet for little more than his canvas. And, 
if the old deſign or colouring chance to ſuit his purpoſe, it is well : if 
not, he employs his own, without ceremony or ſcruple. Hence it is, 
that he is ſo frequently ſerious where Horace is in jeſt, and gay, where | 
the other is diſguſted. Had it been his purpoſe to Paraphraſe an 
ancient ſatyriſt, he had hardly made choice of Horace; with whom, 
as a poet, he held little in common, beſides his comprehenſive know- 
ledge of life and manners, and a certain curious felicity of expreſſion, 
which conſiſts in uſing the ſimpleſt language with dignity, and the 
moſt adorned, with eaſe. But his harmony and ſtrength of numbers, 
his force and ſplendour of colouring, his gravity and ſublime of ſenti- 
ment, are of another ſchool. - If you aſk then why he took any body 
to imitate, I will tell you, theſe imitations being of the nature of 
parodies they add a borrowed grace and vigour to his original wit. 
On all theſe accounts his poem ſhould rather excite you than other- 
wiſe. Beſides I am ſure there is opportunity for many important 
obſervations in the poetical way. But as ſoon as I can get my notes 
on this Imitation in a condition to be read, you ſhall ſee them, to 
convince you how much a good comment on this Ep. is want. 


A BAL WS 22. T2 
* EY 3 * OY * þ * þ 


15 


My difcourk on Tullin; that is, as much as I have "OR £4 1 is 
gone to the preſs, which, when I can get enough worth ſending, you 
' ſhall have. It is in three parts. In the firſt I endeavour to eſtabliſh 
the fact: in the ſecond I anſwer to objections, of various kinds: 
and in the third I diſcuſs this queſtion, * What evidence is required, 
% and what is its peculiar nature, that will juſtify a reaſonable man in 


e giving credit to a miraculous fact. A I wo cafier aſked, 


than anſwered. . 


— 6 ein « parclr man, 


„„ 1 faithful Gd. i 
% Ele cds 10 e t PR obedient 1 5 


* Befork Row "June I a. 7 749. | 


IA 


. K 
WOE ˙ . ˙· A ACE: ER 
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P. S. Fam pleaſed with one thing you tell me, which is, that your 
- reſidence is generally in College. I think it ſhould be fo, as it 
will kee p you more advantageouſly in the world's eye, till merit 
and good luck bring ig you out with diſtinction. Lou aſk about 
Lord Bolin gbroke's advertiſement. The pam phlet called 4 Letter 
* the 5 2 Sc. will let vou into the =o. FIDE, 
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LETTER w. 


Prise-Part, Augut 67h. 1 1749: 
Dx. AR 81 R, 


1 Have the F779" of yours & the hs OY You 
muſt not expect too much from my Fulan. It is part of the 
trade of Pamphleteers to {et off their ware by pompous titles. I think 
you judge right of the Inquirer and his inquiries. As you do of 
another faſhionable writer, who is in Politics juſt what this is in 
i Divinity. And I am perſuaded this character of them would ſatisfy 
ÞY them both; ſo good an opinion they have mutually of one another. 
5 But I eſteem Dr. Middleton to be an honeſt man, and the other the 
greateſt —— in the kingdom. This, and my acquaintance with 
him, and my diſlike of his adverſaries ſcheme make me begin the 
diſcourſe in a manner he ought not to diſlike, and conclude it in a 
3 manner, I am ſure, they will not ove, But a deluge « anſwerers 

1 3 are coming out againſt him. 
1 I have ſeen, by the Bp. of enen 8 3 che new edition of his 
book on the Prophecies. Whiſton I am told likes the Appendix on the 
fall ſo little that he is going to write upon it himſelf, but on ſo 
beaſtly a ſyſtem that he does. not think fit to expreſs himſelf in 
Engliſh : and the Italian, which i is propereſt for this occaſion, he is 
a ſtranger to. 
You are ſo obliging on the ſubject of the Epiſtle to 8 that 
the leaſt I could do was to ſend you the copy I have prepared for 
the preſs, to convince you there is the ſame neceſſity for your pen, as 
— | if I had never wrote a word on the Imitation. I have indeed wrote 
comments as well as notes on Mr. P.'s moral Epiſtles : but theſe on 
the AIRES, as you will ſee by this ſpecimen, a are merely occaſional 
: remarks 


A *%z 


73. 


remarks... But if this will not induce you to execute my ſcheme; 

J here give you, with a good deal of fair paper, a fair opportunity of 
_ enriching my edition with your remarks, and in good earneſt I hope | Wo 
you wilt do me this honour. But what ſhould hinder you from doing | 
both ? Not the wheels _ true ee eee i profeſs _— : 
e Ke.. | 


| You need not ſend the MS. back tilt 1 acquaint you with my 
Want of it, or that you have an opportunity of ſending t to Mr. 
eee Bookſeller, in W CE: 


LETTER V. 
Dran Sin, ö 


1 Have the drt of your two laſt kind 70 th 
Though I know I am to place your good opinion of the trifle I ſent 
to you to your favourable partiality, yet that does not much abate the 
ſatisfaction I receive in your approbation. 

I think myſelf much obliged to you for your 1 to comply 
with my requeſt in writing on the Epiſtle to Auguſtus. I think the 
ſcheme of making it an appendix to the Ars poet. a good one, and I 
have nothing further to ſay on the ee than to infiſt on the 8 

formance of your promiſe. | 
| Your generous concern for the character of a 0 great and much 
injured man, Dr. Bentley, charms me. Part of the falſe judgment 
paaſſed upon him, which I complain of, is, that he was eſteemed a a 
Dunce amongſt wits, which he was as far from bein g as any man. 
The wits I meant, were Dr. Garth „Dr. Swift, Mr. Pope, who were 
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7 1 807 upon him was ins 


„ 
all in the intereſts of a cabal againſt him, and not the Oxford men; 
whom I think, with you, he beat at their own weapons. On this 
ſubject I muſt tell you a ſtory. The only thing the Oxford people hit 
off was Bentley's plagiariſm, from Vizzanius. And when they had 
done, they could not ſupport it againſt Bentley's defence: who 
ſolemnly denies it, avers it was a calumny, and gives this proof of 


his innocence, that the Greek paſſage quoted by him from Iamblicus, 


on which both he and Vizzanius had founded their diſcoveries, 1s 
differently tranſlated by them. The thing as I aid it, ſays the Dr. 


is thus, the Pythagoreans enjoined. al the Greeks. that entered 


<« themſelves into the ſociety, to uſe every man his mother tongue 
© [Pw xp, 15 rah], Ocellus therefore being a Dorian of Lucania 
* muſt have writ in the Doric. This I took to be Iamblicus his 


meaning. But Vizzanius has repreſented it thus, That they 


“ enjoined all that came to them to uſe 25e mother tongue of Crotona, 
« which was the Doric. Whether Vizzanius or I have hit upon the 
« true meaning, perhaps all competent readers will not be of a mind.” 
p. 384 of Dif. Def. To this the Oxford men had nothing to reply, 
though in the future editions they replied to many parts of the Defence. 


And yet I will venture to ſay this very defence was his conviction. 


Obſerve the diffidence of the concluding words; fo contrary to the 
Dr.'s manner, that one would ſuſpect he was convinced Vizzanius | 
was right. The truth of the matter is this; the Dr. between his 
writing the Dif. on Phalaris and this Def. had looked into Iamblicus; | 
and found (as you will find if you look into him) that it admits of no 
other meaning. Yet I will venture to fay the- words of Iamblicus 


taken ſeparately, juſt as they are quoted by Vizzanius without the 


context, would have been tranſlated by every man, who underſtood 
the greek idiom, juſt as Dr. Bentley has tranſlated them. From 
whence I conclude that when Dr. B. wrote the Dif. on Ph. he had 
ſeen the words of Iamblicus no where but in Viz, z. conſequently the 


; ri: 


＋ „ 1 


I remember when my old friend Bp. Hare (who idolized Bentley, 
notwithſtanding his Critique on Phedrus) infinuated to me he thought 
I was too hard on B. in the ad B. zd Sect. of D. L. I told him the 
ſtory I here tell you, and he confeſſed I had indeed ſpared him.— 

This leads me to ſay, that the perſons I hinted at in the note, who had 
extravagantly flattered Dr. Bentley, were Bp. Hare in his Letter of 
| Thanks, &c. and Dr. S. Clarke in the preface to his Cæſar. They 
were both afraid of him. Before I leave this ſubje& I will juſt tell 
you what Mr. Pope told me, who had been let into the ſecret, con- 
cerning the Oxford performance. That Boyle wrote only the narrative 


of what paſſed between him and the Bookſeller, which too was 8 
corrected for him: that Friend, the Maſter of Weſtminſter, and 


Atterbury wrote the body of the criticiſms, and that Dr. King of the 
Commons wrote the droll argument to prove Dr. B. was not the 


author of the Diff. on Phal. and the Index. And a powerful cabal | 


gave it a ſurpriſing run.—Your character of that n of i 
which B. excelled, is juſt. | 

With regard to the ſtory of Abbot, to tell you the truth, $9 g 
but my indignation for the treatment of ſuch a man as Grotius made 
me tranſcribe from the writings of a man now altogether forgotten. 
I told this ſtory to Ld. Chancellor, and when I came to the complaint 
of the cruel treatment of the Bp. of Ely, he laughed very heartily. 


But you mention a more ſerious matter: in which your indignation 


for the mean treatment of your friend, from one who has long 
pretended a friendſhip for me, deſerves my heartieſt thanks. I —_ 
ſay a great deal to you on this ſubject if you was here with me. But 
do you know that meanneſs is inſeparable from falſe greatneſs ? | | 


Vou have touched the thing with the greateſt truth and nicety 


where you ſay you think bim not ſo happy in clearing up certain points 


connected with the fall. I think I ſhall ſhew it in the laſt vol. of the 
D. Leg. which is advancing, though ſlowly, amidſt a. thouſand 


avocations, of indolence, - amuſement, buſineſs, &c. 


22 + £5 - 2 * 2 
P . . 


wut» 


d 7 or thr IRR > abt a; 7k I 
——_— PR eu eALLRITY 
Gab ts eee 


3 
I hope very ſhortly to ſend you the fix firſt ſheets of my Pamphlet. 
What I expect of your friendſhip is to be very ſevere on _ ans 
before its publication, and very indulgent to it after. 8 
Do not believe I ſhall let your promiſe ſlip through concerning the 


Appendix. For I muſt intereſt myſelf in what I think is for your 
advantage as well as the public, otherwiſe I ſhould have offered you 


a poor thing indeed when I offered you my fend 
 Prior-Park, Auguſt 1915. | 1749. | 


LETTER vi. 


| Prior-Park, September 28th, I 17 49. 
DEAR SIR, ; 


4” 
| I Have the afro of yours of the 12th, whats you 


divine of the new edition of the Paradiſe- loſt, juſt now upon the 
point of appearing, may perhaps prove too true. I agree with you, 
the editor prejudiced no body in his favour by his ſpecimen. He was 
ill-adviſed to give ſuch a one: I have indeed, as you ſay, raiſed a 
ſpirit without defi gning it. And while I thought I was only conjetfuring, | 
it ſeems I was conjuring. So that I had no ſooner evoked the name 
of Shakeſpear from the rotten monument of his former editions, than 
a crew of ſtrange devils, and more groteſque than any of thoſe he 
laughs at in the old e came eee mewing, and nn 
round about me. 


The Oxford man you mention, . writ g 3 W | 


and would write about Johnſon, is a 88 res the moſt rm eng 


fort of vermin in all Parnaſſus. _ EL 
I have got but ſix ſheets of Julian yet FOR under the prefs. Theſe. 
have ordered to be ſent to you. The thing grows upon me too 


much, and I ſuſpect theſe fix will make but a fourth part of the whole. 
M. J. Baſnage is a great name and deſervedly ſo. I was obliged to 
examine his objections, they are puſhed home with little fear and leſs 
wit, in the ſixth B. of his hiſtory of the Jews. And this takes up a 
good deal of room. I am ſtrongly tempted too to have a ſtroke at 
Hume in parting. He is the author of a little book called Philoſophical 
Eſſays. In one part of which he argues againſt the being of a God, 
and in another (very needleſsly you will ſay) againſt the poſſibility of 
miracles. He has crowned the liberty of the preſs. And yet he has 
a conſiderable poſt under the Government. I have a great mind to do 
juſtice on his arguments againſt miracles, which 1 think might be 
done in few words. But does he deſerve notice? Is he known amongſt 
you? Pray anſwer me theſe queſtions. For if his own weight keeps 
him down, I ſhould be forry to rae to his advancement to uy 
place but the pillory. 

Your true taſte and love of the fine arts 42 me think'the two 
incloſed ſheets would give you ſome amuſement. I am ſure Mr. Pope's 
20 on Tale muſt be a favourite of & ang e COT LP: | 


\ >. 


LETTER vl. 


ah., Ober 81h, I 749. 
D AR SIR, | 


I Deferred makin g my 7 acknowledgments for the farcar 
5 9 your laſt obliging letter till I came to town. I am now got hither 
to ſpend the month of November. The dreadful month of November! 
when the little wretches hang and drown themſelves, and the great 
7 nene to the C and the Devil. 8 
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any occafion would bring you hither, that I might have the pleaſure of y 


waiting on you,. don't mean to the C—— and the Devil, but in 
Bedford-Row. Not that 1 would fright you from that earthly 
Pandemonium, a C——, becauſe I never go thither. On the con- 
trary I wiſh I could get you into the c7c/e. For (with regard to you). 

I ſhould. be ſomething of the humour of honeſt Cornelius Agrippa, 

who, when he left off conjuring, and wrote of the vanity. of the art, 
could not forbear to give receipts, and teach young novices the way to 


raiſe the Devil. One method ſerves for both, and his political repre- 


ſentatives are rendered tractable by the very ſame method, namely 
fumigations. But theſe high myſteries you are unworthy to partake of. 


| You are no true Son of Agrippa, who chooſe to waſte your incenſe. 


in raiſing the meagre ſpirit of friendſhip, when the wiſdom of the 
prince of this d would have inſpired you with more eee 


ſentiments. 


Let me hear, at leaſt, of your 8 and 8 chat no de 


can leſſen what the expreſſions of your WOE have made me,, that 


is to ſay, very. much your ſervant. 
I have now: put that vol. of which the E p. to 3 is part, to. 5 
the preſs, ſo ſhould be obliged to you to ſend it, by your letter- 
carrier, directed to Mr. Rnapton, bookſeller, in Ludgate-Street. 
But you muſt be careful not to pay the carriage, becauſe that will 
endanger a miſcarriage, as I have often experienced. —I intend t6 
ſoften the concluſion of the note about Grotius and the e e 
N 1 fk, your friendly bane. | 
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Mr. HURD t Mr. WARBURTON. | 
Cambridge, October 25th, 1749. 
Rv. sin. F 


is 5 ave read, _ great 1 the fix Ra of ar 
qiſcourſe on Julian. The introduction, which reſpects Dr. Middleton, 


is extremely. handſome. I agree with you, he ought to be pleaſed 


with it. That he will be ſo, there may be reaſon to doubt. 1 ſuſpect | 

your candour hath put a. diſtinction, which the learned Inquirer never 

thought of. However a fair occaſion. is offered of explaining himſelf. 
For the diſcourſe itſelf, you have eſtabliſhed the fad with uncommon 


v PIO 


| force and perſpic uity. The characters of Julian and Marcellinus are 
very maſterly. And the evidence you make the Apoſtate bear againſt 


himſelf, is one of thoſe happy e or rather e 


| peculiar | to- your genius. 


The only thing, that ſticks th me at all, is, UOTE yau 8 
from the nature and end of Judaiſm, that the deſtruction of the temple 


muſt needs be final. Vour reaſoning, as I apprehend it, ſtands. thus. 
The Jewiſh worſhip, as being the /hadow or figure only of one more. 
perfect, was, of neceſſity, on the introduction of the /ubfance, to 
be done away. The temple was eſſential to the ſubſiſtence of that 
worſhip. Therefore the temple itſelf was alſo utterly and finally, 
to he OO: But OA it not be aid, that all, which follows: 
e . from: 


+ © ] 


from the dependence of the two diſpenſations, is, that the one was to 
ceaſe, that is, to be no longer of obligation, on the appearance of the 
ether? Was any thing more requiſite to the eſtabliſhment of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution, than that the Jewiſh be declared null and void ? 
Or, was the honour of God's providence concerned to defeat, by 
extraordinary means, and overrule the Jew's perverſeneſs in adhering 
to his abrogated ritual? The deſtruction of the temple might, as you 
obſerve from St. Chryſoſtom, be a means of withdrawing the Few 
from the rage of ritual obſervances. But was it eſſentially neceſſary, on 
account of the dependence betwixt the two religions, to the ſub- 
ſiſtence of Chriſtianity. It is very likely, I may miſrepreſent or miſ- 
conceive your argument. But you will perceive, I ſuſpect ſome ambi- 
_  guity in the term done away in the major propoſition. And that my 
doubt is, whether it neceſſarily means, that the Jewiſh worſhip was 
to be removed, i. e. the obſervance of its ritual to be abſolutely pre- 
vented, and rendered impracticable,— or that the /aw itſelf, enjoining 
| ſach worſhip, was, fimply, to be abrogated, or repealed. 

I T intereſt myſelf the more in the ſucceſs of this argument, as it 
renders the miracle, here defended, of the laſt importance to Chriſ- 
tianity, and thereby affords an illuſtrious inſtance, among a thouſand 
others, of the momentous uſe, to which that great Work of the D. L. 
will be found to ſerve. 

On the whole, I can rely on your excuſe for the freedom „ have 
here taken in hazarding theſe looſe thoughts. Whatever elſe they may 
fail in, they will, at leaſt, be a proof of the entire confidence I repoſe 
in your friendſhip, when I take a rout of ſo little ceremony to affure 


you of the very TT eſteem, with which I am, always, 
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| | Your moſt auen 8 moſt Githful 
| humble Servant, 


R. x. HURD. 


E a 


LETTER N. 


1 Have juſt received your truly friendly letter of the 25th, 


ſent me from Bath. Your objection to my argument, about the 
abolition of the temple worſhip, is extremely accurate: and the leaſt 
that it ſhews me is that I have not been ſufficiently clear. I will ſtate 
it over again, and ſee if I can make any thing of it: or rather you 
will ſee ; for if you do not, I am ſure there is nothing in it. 

But firſt let me premiſe that the neceſſity of God's interfering to 


prevent the re-building, does not ariſe from the imcompatibility between 
Judaiſm and Chriſtianity : but from the prophecies of the deſtruction. 


So. that had there been no incompatibility, yet if there had been a 


prophecy, God's honour was concerned. You will ſay, yes; if that 


prophecy was of a final deſtruction, But that is the queſtion. ' I own 


it: and to determine that queſtion was the reaſon I conſidered the 


incompatibility. You will fay then, though God's interfering does not 
depend immediately on the incompatibility, but on the prophecy, yet it 
does mediately. But neither would I allow this. For I think I could 
prove, though there was no moral neceſſity but only an expediency (which 


you will allow) for the abolition of the Temple worſhip, yet if, for 


the ſake of that expediency, God decreed to aboliſh it, and propheſied 
of that decree, the abolition muſt be. underſtood to be fa and con- 
| ſequently his veracity would be concerned to hinder the rebuilding. 
But as I have contended for a moral neceſſity (by which I mean, the 

= 2 of that thing to paſs which the relation of things, in 
od's religious e, requirey & hall endeavour to ſhew there 

was one. - 3 

The abolition of a Sono ARG Religion an che introduction of that. 
which it prepared the ho. for, is not a matter of every day's expe- 
Es | rience. 
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rience. There is but one inſtance in the world, and never will be 
another. Now let us diveſt ourſelves of all the common notions of 
theology, and then conſider what an abolition one would expect; — an 


aftual or virtual only? certainly the firſt. But generally ſpeaking, 
religion is of ſuch a nature that an actual could not be had without a 
miraculous force upon the minds of men ; hence a virtual abolition is 


all, that, in common caſes, one could reaſonably expect. But if this 
aboliſhed Religion ſhould conſiſt of two eſſential parts, eſſentially 


diſtin ; and that one of theſe, from its nature and circumſtances, 
might be aFtually aboliſhed without any ſuch force on the will, ſhould 


we not then expect i it to be ſo ? certainly. Becauſe that only circum- 


ſtance which ſhews it unreaſonable to expect an actual abolition, „is 


away. Now Judaiſm conſiſted of two eſſential parts, a private, and 


a public. To the public belon ged a local wor ſhip. This worſhip 
might be actually aboliſhed without any ſuch force upon the will. We 


conclude therefore the nature of things requires it ſhould. We ſe it 
actually aboliſhed ; and from this, and the Prophecies we are ſupported 


in the principle of a moral neceſſity for it. For it is certain, that the 


reaſon of things and the Prophecies ſupport each other, and enable each 


of them to bear the concluſion we draw from the other, of a final 
deftruttion. Nor do I ſee there i is any thing illogical | in ſo employing 


them. On the whole, then, I conclude, that a virtual abolition 


of circumciſion, purification, abſtinences from meats, &c. (which 
belong to the private part of the Jewiſh Religion) is all chat could 
reaſonably be expected; but that the actual abolition of the Temple 
worſhip (which belong 1gs t to the a 2 5 ſeems to be e from 
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Pe "hg? nation was no Pre 8525 


peculiar; which could not well be done while they were in poſſeſſion 


of that . which was: the charaQeriſtic mark of 5 being : 
his 


| 5 17 1 

is peculiar the transferring of the Kingſhip of 1 3 from God to | 
Chriſt. . But the temple worſhip was the ſpecific act of allegiance, &c. 
There are many other conſiderations of equal weight. But if I be 
right I have ſaid enough to you, if wrong a great deal too much, 


- Bedford-Row, October 31, 1 1749: T7 


| L E T T bn R X. 
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——_ N old acquaintance: of mine, Mr. 0 of Jeſus; 


er n many years ſolicitation, has at length got a poor prebend of the 


Duke of Newcaſtle. As this vacates his Fellowſhip, he imagines it 
will vacate his Preacherſhip at Whitehall. On which account he 


has juſt wrote to me to uſe my intereſt with the Biſhop of London 


for the continuance of it. Though I aſk nothing of him myſelf, 


and have reaſon to be diſſatisfied” with | him, I cannot refuſe a a 
friend. have not yet ſeen Mr. Caryl. But I hear his continuance 


in the preacherſhip is impracticable, and contrary to the inſtitution. 


If ſo, de gg e eee ee eee 


abſurd thing. 58 

But this has put it 2200 to alk you: cilia you "he! a 
Whitehall preacher. If not, whether any of your College be? and 
if two of the ſame College be ever appointed? If you have it not 
already and ſhould like it, and that it lies open, what ſhould hinder me 
from aſking this for you, of the B. L. as a favour done to myſelf ? 
It is a great queſtion whether he would oblige me, but I ſhould like 


to try him, if the requeſt for C. cannot be made, as I ſuppoſe it 


cannot. I ciel arte Rm. and if he denies me, it will be no great 
| | N N matter 
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matter to you, and as little to myſelf, I ſhall have only one ſubje& more 
to fall out with him upon. Iam A EY London 
for Prior-Park, where a letter will find n me. 


LETTER 5 0 


Prior- -Pork December 4th, 1 749 


| Born your bling ew are now before e. I 
like your diſcourſe on the Temple, in that of 28th paſt, ſo well that if 
you chooſe to enlarge it into the form of a Diſſertation, I will" print it 
at the end of my Book, either anonymous, or with your name, as you 
like. If not, I will, if I can poſſibly contrive it, try to get in the 
ſubſtance ſomewhere. But this is not ſo eligible. The packet came 
fafe to Mr. Knapton's. Vent letter of the go. bum dne 
hour or two ago. 
I thought proper t las n tne and hve eos in un beg f 
; has Bp. of London. I ſend you incloſed a copy of the Letter. 
will do no harm, if it does no good. I think at leaſt it muſt — 2 
produce your being put upon his liſt. However if his knowing you 
for what you ate, produce no good effect to you, my knowing him 
for what he is, will produce a good we to me. Believe me to be 
what F made me. . ot brad eee 60 cert ale 


Dran Sis, or | | 
Your truly afſeRionate friend and ſervant, 8 
* W. WARBURTON. 


; 1 S the 1 3 himſelf ta: be his fiend, ſhould "ak al 
ſome perſons, of known dependence upan him, from writing with much bitterneſs cls pag the 
D. L. —lence the diſſatisfaction e in 225 and ſome other Letters. H. 6 
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nora EA XII. 


Mr. R ts the BISHOP of LONDON. 


2 LoRp, 


* RESUMING on your Lordſhip's favour, _ even 
Sünde I defire to prefer one of the two following requeſts. 
Mr. Caryl, a felow of Jeſus, whom I have long intimately known, 
and for whoſe excellent character I can anſwer, has lately got of the 
D. of Newcaſtle, a ſmall prebend of Southwell, in Nottinghamſhire, 
which vacates his Fellowfhip. | He Has been fornetime a preacher at 


Whitehalt; and if it be not contrary to the practice or to the inſti- 


tution, the mediocrity of his circumſtances. in a married life (for 1 
need not telff your Lordfhip, old refidents'in College rarely quit their 
Felfowthips but for a wife, and oftentimes quit them on ſmall temp? 
tations beſides) this, my Lord, makes him very defirous, as he ſhall 
ve im the Univerſity, to continue his Preacherffiip: and His character 
d fuch, that what He wiſhes, his friends cannot but be ſolicitous to 
belp him to obtain. But neither he nor they would af for any thing 


| fo improper as the going againſt uniform practice and inftitution. If 
this ſhould unfortunately be the caſe, then, my Lord, give me leave ' 
to beſpeak your favour for another Ry Woe. e to be 


obliged to your Lordſhip. - 

It is for Mr: R. Hurd, Fellow eg Birianuet Col. of which there is, 
at this preſent, no Whitehall preacher. I do myſelf the honour to 
call him my intimate friend, for he is one of the beſt ſcholars in the 
kingdom, and of parts and genius equal to his learning, and a 
moral character that adorns both. Theſe 1 know are the L208 recom- 
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mendations to your Lordſhip. Nor has your Lordſhip ſuffered me to, 


think ſo meanly of myſelf as not to believe that what I fo much 


| Intereſt myſelf in (as in the ſervice of my friends), will have ſome | 


weight with your Lordſhip. 
Bu ; W. W. | 


LETTER X. 


Prior-Parks December I > 1 1749. 


M R. Cary!'s holding the e en is judged incon- 
ſiſtent with the quitting his F . But he has his grace in it 
till May next. 

I believe I may 1 8 on 1 certainty of your a 
him at that time. At leaſt I underſtand the incloſed to ſignify thus 
much. It is time you ſhould think of being a little more known : 
and it will not be the leaſt thing: acceptable in this affair, that it will 


bring you into the acquaintance of this Biſhop, who ſtands ſo ſuper- 


eminent in the learned and political world. I can overlook a great 


deal for ſuch a teſtimony, ſo willing to be paid to merit: believe me I 
ſhall always have a particular pleaſure in ſeeing i it have its due. _ 


But to turn to a ſubject we both like better, tell me ſincerely your 
opinion of the new edition of Milton: not as a Bookſeller or petit 
Maitre, about the print and the pictures, but as a Critic about the 
deep erudition of its Variorums. | 


LETTER 
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++ The BISHOP of LONDON #o Mr. WARBURTON. 
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1 Had the 3 5 yours, and PER Wey N Ma it 

will be a pleafare $0100 $6 ſhew the regard I have long had for you. 
Mr. Caryl has been with me, and I told him that when his Fellow- 
ſhip becomes void, the qualification for a Whitehall preacher will be 
gone; but his turn being in May next, I;apprehend' he means to 


vacancy happens, I ſhall not be unmindful of your recommendation. 
IT am told we are to expect ſoon ſomething from your hand in 
vindication of the miraculous prevention of Julian's attempt to rebuild 
Jeruſalem. I have a pleaſure in ſeeing any thing of yours, and I dare 
_ promiſe myſelf to ſee the SOL NN undertaken, et in a 
true and Clear light 7 am 


* 6, 


Sin, 0 
Four "wy obedient Jumble sent, 
ro LONDON. 
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continue Fellow ſo long, and to preach his next turn. When the 
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J Have che fayour of two of yours to acknowledge. 1 
make not the leaſt doubt of the Biſhop's keeping his promiſe to us. 
— ih I have, jyſt. read the maſt filly and knaviſh book I ever ſaw ; one 

Lauder on Milton's Imitations. An obſervation at the bottom of 44 
and the top of 45, proves him either the one or the other with a ven- 


geante. If there are thoſe things in Maſenius, why did he not produce 


them? They are of mote weight to prove his charge than all he fiys 


beſides. If they ars not, he is a knave.— think he has produced about 
half a dozen particular thoughts that look ke imitations. But the 
matter of imitatim is 2 thing very little underſtood. yy However in one 
view. the book:does not” diſpleaſs me. It is likely enough to mortify 


IN all the Ahr aden ef Mitton, who deſerve to de laughed at. 


Poor Job! Ie was his eternal fate to be perſecuted by Kis friends. 
His thres ognforters-pailed ſentence of condemnation upon him, and he 
has been executing i Mais euer fince. He was firſt bound to the 
ſtake by a long eatena of | Greek Fathers; then tortured by Pineda; 
then ſtrangled by Caryl, and afterwards cut up by Weſtley, jy 
anatomized by Garnet. Pray don't reckon me amongſt his hangmen. 
I only acted the tender part of his wife, and was for making ſhort 
work with him. But he was endained.. think, by a fate like that 
of Prometheus, , to lie ſtill upon his dunghill and have his brains 
ſacked out by owls. One Hodges, a head of Oxford, now threatens | 
us with a new Auto de fe. = 
Il have been reviſing my notes on the e Ely on Criticiſm (I; mean 

for the general cdition—that little thing you ſee advertiſed I have 


i, 23 1 ; 
never feen nor know any thing off, and Have Gated what I faid, f in 


rmnity to the notions of Mr. Addiſon and other critics, about the 
Ars Poetica. For which better notion of the work I and the public 


are e be to ths Engliſh kane eur⸗ e it. al 
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en it before; but that my time was taken up by 


ſeveral accidents, amongſt the reſt. by a viſit which Mr. C. Yorke 


was fo kind to make me at this place. He came down from Toados 
N Chriſtmas with m. 

The firſt news 1 had of Dr. M8 attack 60 be B. XL. Lhad 
how. Mr. Tete. The ge gnpws aw. e of, it. I was not 
_ ſurpriſed at it, for he was full of complaints. of the two Brothers 


when I faw him in town laſt ſummer. The Bp. I believe, will 


have more Defenders than he will care for; more, I dare fay, than 


will do him honour. I am told he conſiders the book in the view of 
an anſwer to Collins's grounds and reaſons. He will certainly have his 


advantages of it in that view. But I queſtion whether it is a fair one. 
I only conſider the Bp.'s book of Prophecy as occafjoned by Collins's. 
book, not as an anſwer to it. Under this laſt conſideration he has cer- 


* Biſhops Sherlock and Gooch, E. 
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tainly left Collins in poſſeſſion .of his argument, 80 has every hw 
elſe who. wrote againſt him. Which was the reaſon 1 have employed 
a ſection againſt his book, and pretend to have overthrown his fun- 
damental principles. But of all viſionary projects, the pretending to 
" ſettle a point, to end the diſputes about it, is the moſt fooliſh. One 
half of your readers cannot ſee it; and the other half will not ac- 
knowledge it. So the old Mumpſimus keeps on its way. You ſee an 
inſtance of this (about the riſe, progreſs, and nature of ancient idolatry) 
in Blackwell's /etters_on Mythology... ____ 
I am much pleaſed with your beginning t to grow in n earneſt with the 
Ep. to Auguſtus. Nothing can be more uſeful than the note you pro- 
Poſe about imitation in works of genius. The thing is not at all 
underſtood. And no "wonder, it is e. "and is reſerved for you. By 
mere accident, I have nothing about i it in my notes on Pope. I a little 
wonder at it, now you make me reflect on it; but am not a little 
pleaſed that it is left for you. Menage, as I remember (for it is many 
years ago fince 1 read it), has, in the preface to his edition of 
Malherbe's poems, ſome things on pretended i imitation not ill obſerved, 
but he only ſkims the walter, however 8 roar ovens! not be ae d 
to ſee what he ſays. © E 
1 hough there is little need, yet I Gall look ee for the 
purpoſe you recommend, with much pleaſure. For I am reſolved 
you ſhall not have my neglect of that as an 8 for n not Fg 
the critical part of Fates See ; 


. , ? 4 * * , - #.T » f 
1 Roy, * « 11 L . oy f I * - BE 4 c 14 ry 
44 8 = 3 P . WS. oa wow Sg 18 4 . * * — . id 3 e - i 


— — — — 


„„ 


II 


L ETTE R XVI. 


. Bedfard-Row, January 39th, 1 749- = 


| Your laſt "IO of the 2 3d znftant, was ſent me 
| hither from Prior-Park, which I left about ten days ago, and whither 
I propoſe to return in about a fortnight. 
We agree entirely in our ſentiments about the examination. 1 think 
it the weakeſt as well as warmeſt pamphlet the Dr. ever wrote. But- 
I agree with you Bere it no harm done. It may be of uſe to make 
people underſtand themſelves. 
I diſagree with the Dr. in his two general queſtions. The firſt 5 is, 
that there is no Syſtem of Prophecy, but only particular, detached, 
unrelated Prophecies. His reaſon is, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
refer only to ſuch. By the ſame kind of reaſoning. I could prove 
| there i is no Syſtem of Morals, becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles recom- 
mend and inforce only particular detached virtues occaſionally. But 
is not the reaſon of this evident enough ? They had to do with the 
common people, who cannot comprehend or attend to a long deduction 
or chain of things. They can only ſee ſimple truths, and it is well 
they can ſee them. Take a plain man with an honeſt heart, give him 
his Bible, and make him converſant i in it, and I will engage for him 
he will never be at a loſs to know how to act, agreeably to his duty, 
in every circumſtance of life. Yet give this man a good Engliſh 
tranſlation of Ariſtotle's Ethicks (one of the moſt complete works for 
method in its kind), and by that time he has got.to the end of it, I 
dare ſay he will not underſtand one word he has been reading. But 
1s the explanation of the Occonomy of grace, in which is contained 
the Syſtem of Prophecy, that is, the connexion and. dependance of 
the prophecies of the ſeveral ages of the Church of God, therefore of 
no uſe ? OY: of the greateſt. And Iam confident nothing but the 


E | „ light 
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light which will ariſe Gon: thence can ſupport Chriſtianity under its 
preſent circumſtances.—But the contending for ſingle prophecies only, 
and by a man who thinks they relate to Chriſt in a ſecondary ſenſe 
only, and who appears to have no high opinion of ſecond ſenſes, looks 
very ſuſpicious. What would one think off an advocate at the Bar, 
who when the contrary party had made out his point by a number of 
various circumſtances that ſupported and threw light upon one another, 
ſhould reply, and ſay, you are a maker of fanciful hypotheſis ? you 
have brought all theſe various unrelated circumſtances into a body or 
a ſyſtem: but you ſhould conſider them as ſeparate and diſtinct, for 
fo they were delivered in at the Bar by the witneſſes Af the Doctor 
ever conſiders theſe Prophecies, as he ſeems to Penn he . 1 
perhaps ſhall have ſomething to ſay to him. 
The other point is the Fall. It is managed juſt in the manner you 
 fay—He will have it to be an allegory. I agree it is ſo. In this we 
differ, —He ſuppoſes it to be an allegory of a moral truth, namely that 
man ſoon corrupted: his ways; and ſeems to think, by his way of 
ſpeaking, that an allegory can convey no other kind of information. 
J fay it is an allegory of a moral fact, namely that man had tranſ- 
greſſed that poſitive command (whatever it was) on the obſervance of 
which the free gift of jmmortality was conditionally given. In this 
interpretation Chriſtianity has ſomething to bottom itſelf upon: on 
the Dr.'s notion it is a mere caſtle in the air. But I do not pretend 
you ſhould underſtand what I mean, till you ſee it developed in my 
diſcourſe of the nature of Chriſtianity, which makes the IXth Book of 
the Div. Leg. But on this point the Dr.'s and the Bp.'s-notions are 
not very different, though controverſy has kept them at a diſtance. 
Browne, of Carliſle, in a letter to me has theſe words“ I read his 
yours] Comment with pleaſure and his notes with admiration. If 
I had not known the contrary beforehand, I ſhould have held the 
man in great contempt that had not determined them to be yours at 
* firſt reading. Whenever you ſee him, pray tell him the little man, 
* he ſaw at Mr. 18 87 heads to be remembered by him.“ 55 


Mr. 


— 


8 5 
Mr. Browne has fine parts: he has a genius for poetry, and has 
acquired a force of verſification very uncommon. Poor Mr. Pope had 
a little before his death g anned out an epic poem, which he began to 
be very intent upon. The ſubject was Brute. I gave this plan to Mr. 
Browne. He has wrote the firſt book, and in a ſurpriſing way, 
though an unfiniſhed eſſay. I told him this was to be the work of 
years, and mature age, if ever it was done: that, in the mean time, 
he ſhould think of ſomething i in proſe that might be uſeful to his 
character in his own profeſſion. I recommended to him a thing I once 
thought of myſelf. It had been recommended to me by Mr. Pope. 
An examination of all. Lord Shaftſbury ſays againſt Religion. Mr. 
Pope told me, that, to his knowledge, the characteriſtics had done 
more harm to revealed religion in En gland than all the works of infi- 
delity put together. Mr. Browne now is buſy upon this work. 
Apropos, I heard very lately that my friend was the author of that 
fine little pamphlet that has ſo irretrievably ſpoiled the credit and the 
ſale of that vain ſimple book of Weſton s. But remember if this be 
js ſecret, I do not aſk for it. 
We have had Mr. Pointz at Bath this OP for his health; as our 
85 two families have a great intimacy, we had the pleaſure of his 
company frequently at P. P. He had been reading your book, and 
was agreeably ſurpriſed with ſo maſterly a performance. He aſked 
me if I knew the author, whom he ſuppoſed might be a Scotſman, 
from his fondneſs for Hutcheſon. I told hinf it was one of his 0 own 
univerſity, which gave him an additional pleaſure. | 
Pray if that letter be ſtill in being in which I gave you my thou ghts | 
about what may be collected from the prophecies or the genius of the 
two religions concerning the final deſtruction of the Temple, in an- 
ſwer to your doubts, be ſo good to look it over, and if you think 
there be any thing explanatory or corroborative of what I fay in the 
beginning of my book, be ſo good to tranſcribe thoſe paſſages for me: 
if I have not ine fired you out with the length of this. . 


Ita | 5 | LETTER 
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LETTER II. 
| Bedfird-Row, February 1055, 1749-50. 


I boo not greatly wonder at the groundleſs report you 
hint at. I believe ſuch a thing at this time would not be an unac- 
ceptable ſervice. But nothing but the obligations of gratitude could 
engage me in ſuch a thing, or the ſtronger obligations of what one 
owes to a true friend. Neither of theſe coming into the queſtion, 
you may be ſure I will never ſo much as hint at the quarrel. I have 
unavoidably been much. with the Biſhop of late, and he has been 
with me at this houſe, and this perhaps may occaſion the report. I 
dined with him to-day, and he told me a Clergyman had been with 
him to ſhew him an anſwer he had wrote againſt M. and defired he 
would peruſe it; he deſired to be excuſed. The other then aſked 
him whether he forbid him to meddle. The Biſhop replied no, he 
might do as he pleaſed. —I took an opportunity to tell him he would 
have defenders in abundance. And faid my bookſeller had juſt then 
told me of one, who had deſired him to advertiſe an anſwer printing 
'or printed in the North, againſt M.—My reaſon of mentioning this 
was to ſpeak to him adyantageouſly of the author, not forgetting one 
_ circumſtance (as I knew it would be to the Bp.) of recommendation, 
that it was the Grandſon of Dean Comber.—Inter nos, this is a pro- 
miſing young man, but indiſcreet and a great deal too forward. He 
wrote to me on occaſion of a little pamphlet againſt M. about imitation 
in Popiſh corruptions. And deſired I would read his pamphlet. I 
declined it juſt as the Bp. did in his caſe. He printed it, and then I 
read it. I thought myſelf obliged to him for his good-will. I faw: 
marks of genius and ſenſe in it, with too many puerilities. I was ſo 


free with him' to give him good advice. I told him I thought he 
x | would 


TEE 


would prove able to do conſiderable ſervice in \ tis profeſlion, if by a 
courſe of ſtudy he would give time to his genius to develope itſelf, 1. 
his judgment to mature. I believe he has been writing every day 


ſince. I ſhould not forget to tell you, that the firſt time I ſaw the Bp. 


of London after I came to town, he aſſured me before the Bp. of 
Lincoln you ſhould have the Preacherſhip, when Caryl had preached 

his next courſe. I wiſh it had been any thing of ſolid advantage. 
However you will get juſt as much by it as I do by mine, who pay 
more for the rent of my houſe yearly, than I receive from Lincoln's 
Inn. I ſhall re-print the firſt leaf of Julian, and ſhall leave out the 
introduction and put in another, in which there will not be one word | 
of Dr. M. If I was not to tell you the reaſon, you would ſuſpect it 
vas done out of regard to B. L. But indeed it is no ſuch matter. A 


particular friend of mine, of high ſtation, no churchman, and greatly 


partial in favour of Dr. M. and his writings, but who loves me, and 
is very regardful of my intereſt, told me ſome parts of it would offend 
the clergy, and others looked like an unwillingneſs to enter the. liſt 
with the Dr. ſo that he thought, my intereſt, and what he equally 
regards, my honour, might ſuffer by it. He has a higher opinion of 
me than I deſerve, and he thinks I ſhould not enough conſult what 
he calls my own dignity in ſuch an introduction. As he was earneſt 
with me in this matter, I have complied with him. hed give me 
your thoughts. Rope 
All you ſay of Mr. Browne's poetical ſcheme is exactly true: and, 
to ſpeak in the claſſical language, it muſt be committed to the Gods. 
Time will ſhew whether they will mature it. 
It gives me great pleaſure to underſtand you was the author of that 
fine Pamphlet which has now made that egregious coxcomb's fooliſh 


book no more ſpoken of. It ſhall remain a ſecret with me. But it 


was ſpoke of publicly at Bath (and I believe with a deſign that ! 
| ſhould know it), by a gentleman of St. John's, who was in ſome 
- nobleman's family there, I believe it might be the laſt D. of Somerſet” 83 
n other day. 


All 


1 30 


All that 1 RT EY to in Menage was his note on that line of . | 


Malherbe, D'arbitres de la paix, de foudres de la guerre: in which 
that diſcourſe you ſpeak of is mentioned, but whether ever he wrote 
any ſuch I know not, I wanted to know the character of Hutcheſon 
from ſo good a judge. You ſpeak fo advantageouſly of him, that in 
your next I beg you will give me a liſt of his beſt books, which I will 
get. I have a thouſand things, dear Sir, to pour out- myſelf upon to 
you, and yet my paper warns me to leave off. But I cannot omit 
recommending to you the late Lord Preſident Forbes's.little poſthumous 
work on incredulity. It is a little jewel. I knew and venerated the 
man : one of the greateſt that ever Scotland bred, both as ee i 
Patriot, and-a Chriſtian, - I am, 1 


DAR SIR, 1 
Ever, &c. 


P. S. There is a little edition of the Dunciad publiſhed for the market. 
I did not think it worth ſending to you. Becauſe there is a better 

In reſerve which I intended for you. In this there is a new Dunce 
or two who came in my way. But I ſhall have one general 
reckoning with them (which I hope you will not think unſuitable 
to my * and then adieu with the Dunces for ever. | 
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LETTER XIX. 


THE 11 nd 40 wil" 
how much I am pleaſed. that you agree with the expediency of my 


5 alteration. I am got to the concluding part of my work, the anſwer 


to the capital objection, that it was a natural event. Lou will think 
it is a very filly one, but the Mathematicians reſt all upon it. This 
tribe of men, I do not mean the inventors and geniuſes amongſt them, 
| whom I honour, but the Demonſtrators of others' inventions, who 
are ten times duller and prouder than a damn'd Poet, have a ſtrange 
averſion to every thing that ſmacks of Religion. I ſpeak my thoughts 
of them in a manner you will not diſapprove in my Introdufion, which 
you have not ſeen, which is an apology for the Fathers. —If my 
concluſion be retarded by my unconquerable lazineſs longer than I at 
preſent foreſee, I ſhall have time to ſend you this ſaid Intruductiun. 
| You aſk about the Prebendary of Rocheſter. Browne (the Pipe- 
of-Tobacco Browne) wrote a lampoon on Lord Granville, called the 
Fire-fide. To add the more poignancy to his ſatire, he, in the wan- 
tonneſs of his ſpleen, conceived a defign that Upton ſhould write 
notes upon it. He knew him to be dull enough not to ſee the drift 
of the lampoon, and vain enough to think himſelf honoured by the 
_ requeſt, ſo he got him to his chambers, and perſuaded him to write 
what indeed he himſelf in part dictated to him. In this condition 
the lampoon was printed, and then Browne told all his acquaintance 
the joke. I had it not from himſelf, and therefore was at liberty to 
. ſpeak of it But was it not a charity to caution him againſt a com- 
merce with this ſpecies « of wits, whoſe characteriſtic is what Mr. P. 


gives them, of 


__ A brain of feathers and a heart of lead!" 


-*Upton' 8 * was well known, but it is not always fo. For one 


. not care to trouble the __ with n nor W 
: © 


1 

the memory of impertinent and forgotten abuſe; hence you gain che 
character, amongſt thoſe who neither know you, nor your provocations, 
of being unjuſtly cenſorious and ſatirical. I will give you an inſtance 
of what I ſaid firſt, in the caſe of Burton whom you will find in the 
Dunciad.* This man, two or three years ago, came with his wife 
and family to Bath. They brought with them a letter of recommenda- 
tion to Mr. Allen's notice, who received them here ſeveral times with 
diſtinguiſhed civilities. And the firſt thing the puppy did afterwards 
was to abuſe the man, who received him ſo hoſpitably, with a ſaucy 
ſtupid joke. Hayter, you know whom I mean, I owe him the 


ceremony of no other title, got a friend to excuſe him to me, as 


meaning no ill, but the mere effect of dulneſs, which miſtook it 
for a compliment. I thought this did not excuſe him being laughed 
at. And I did no more. His interceſſor had been a nen of the 
civilities he had received. + 9 
But as to the Dunces I have one general gil . them to the 
public at the end of my preface to ama P.'s N 8 Ns then adieu to 
them for ever. : 

My Houſe-maid has juſt wrote me news of a confiferable damage | 


done me at my houſe in town. Some rogues have ſtolen a ton of 
lead off my coach-houſe and ſtables. Pray let me put a caſe of 
_ conſcience to you. Can I, in claſſical juſtice, charge this theft upon 
the Dunces? If they have done it, it is infinitely a greater damage 
than they ever did me before, or are likely to do again. 

Vou have the art of making the favours you do me to paſs for 
obligations done to yourſelf. I ſhall not forget to ſpeak to the Bp. as 


vou deſire; and hope he won't do his civilities by halves. How goes 
on the Ep. to Auguſtus? | 


Prur- Pari, February 24th, 1749-50. 


* In a ſmall e 1750. Hs was, at the 1 800 of Dr. agen, Bp. of Norwich: 
left out in the — edition of all Mr. Pope's erke, in 1751. H. 
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LETTER XX. 


Tut finiſhing Rroke to Julian has kept me till now 
from diſcharging my debt for the favour of your laſt. | 

Your plan for the diſcourſe on imitation, I tell you without com- 
pliment, is admirable. And I long to ſee you fill up the canvaſs. 
Don't let me languiſh in expectation. In the Edition of Mr. P.'s 
works I have borrowed from you, and ſpoke my ſentiments of your 
comment. But of this piece (was it compoſed) I ſhould have much 
more uſe. But it will ſtand me in ſtead in his life, mw. I ſhall rot 
publiſh with the firſt edition of his works. 

Rejoice with me that I have done with Julian, and am returned to 
my. old ind lence, which ſtate I will keep in as long as I can. But 
now the third vol. of the D. L. begins to look me in the face, and I 
have promiſed, you will find, a ſecond vol. of Julian. But I make 
my promiſes like a young Courtier, and keep my countenance when 
I break them, like an old one. The B. L. has ſent me his paſtoral 
Charge. It is a very primitive diſcourſe, and what is more, a very good 
one. The ſecond earthquake has much frightened that colluvies of 
filth the court and city. Pray God it may reform them, But we 
ſeem a people devoted to deſtruction. . 

Have you ſeen Lord Hallifax's book of Maxims. "He: was the 
ableſt man of buſineſs in his time. You will not find the depth of 
| Rochfoucault's nor his malignity. Licence enough, as to Religion. 
They are many of them very ſolid, and I perſuade myſelf were made 
occaſionally, as the affairs of thoſe times occurred, while he was in 
buſineſs. And we loſe half their worth by not knowing the occaſions. 
Several of them are the commoneſt thoughts, or moſt obvious truths, 
prettily turned: ſome, ſtill lower, pay us with the — of found 
for ſenſe. | | 
„„ Bp. 
„ 


* 


tn) 


Bp. Berkley, 4 1 has publiſhed a thing of a very different 5 
ſort, but much in the fame form, which he calls Queries, very 
well worth attending to by the Iriſh nation. He is indeed a great 
man, and the only viſionary I ever knew that was. 

1 ſuppoſe this ſhallow dirty Brooke“ you have been dabbling 3 in may 
fancy me to be the author of a fooliſh pamphlet writ againſt him. I 
know ſome of Dr. M.'s friends ſuſpected me to be the author. 1 
have heard it was the Lay-Dodwell's. If this be Brooke 8 ee | 
of abuſe, he does me much leſs honour than Weſton did. 

Pray once more let me know that vou are in earneſt with your, 

_ and 2 85 me to 855 Kc. . 


P.S. gay dd; you feel either of theſe pas? They have 
made Whiſton ten times madder than ever. He went to an ale- 
| houſe at Mile-End to ſee one, who, it was ſaid, had predicted the 
earthquakes. The man told him it was true, and that he had it 
from an Angel. Whiſton rejected this as apocryphal. For he was 
well affured that, if the favour of this ſecret was to be communi- 
cated to any one, it would be to himſelf. He is ſo enraged at 
Middleton, that he has juſt now quarreled down right with the 
| Speaker for having ſpoke a good word for him many years ago in 
the affair of the Maſterſhip of the Charter-Houſe. The Speaker 
the other day fent for him to dinner, he ſaid he would not come. 
His Lady ſent, he would not come. She went to him and clam- 
bered up into his garret to aſk him about the earthquake. He told. 
her, madam, you are a virtuous woman,. you need not fear, none 
but the wicked will be deftroyed. You will eſcape. I would not 
give the fame promiſe to your huſband. —What will this poor 
nation come to! In the condition of troops between two fires ; the 
- madneſs of irreligion and the madneſs of fanaticim. 


* Mr, Zachary Brooke, of St. John's College, Cambridge, H. 
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LETTER XXI. 


* 


1 Hope my Julian will bs out in a few days. I have 
ordered one to be ſent to you, which, I know, you will read with 
your uſual candour. Earthquakes are fo faſhionable. a ſubject, and 
fiery eruptions now ſo much dreaded, that this old ftory may ſtand 
ſome chance of engaging the attention of the more ſerious, or the 
| moſt frighted. The proſpect of any good from this book is as 
unlikely as hurt from theſe late alarms. The greateft miſchief theſe 
_ earthquakes have hitherto done is only widening the crack in old 
Will. Whiſton's noddle. Ever, excepting the fall of the pinacles at 
Weſtminſter. Where was the Genras leci of the ſchool when this 
diſaſler happened ! perhaps in the office of Diana when her Temple 
was a burning, gone a midwifing to fome Minerva of the brain, which 
is to make its firſt bodily appearance in an immortal epigram at the 
next election of ſcholars.—Pray (not to profane my queſtion by - 
what it ſtands next) have you deftined your diſcourſe on imitation - 
(which I have the higheſt idea of) for any particular york ? I may 
WO , I b. eee. 5 


Prive-Park, 1 5, 7750. 


F 


| you would a Julian that you have in-your 


— i 36 3 


LETTER XXII. 

. You may be ſure your approbation of my book gives 
me much pleaſure. Nor does what you ſay of the ſpecimen of Brutus 
give Mr. Brown leſs. Though with regard to the nene of a 
new epic poem [I think entirely with you. 

We underſtood that he was much indiſpoſed i in the N — Oh; 
which I wrote to him to Carliſle, to conſult his Phyſicians to know 
if the waters of Bath were likely to do him ſervice; if they were, I 
deſired he would come to P. P. to drink them. The next news I 
heard. of him was from Cambridge, by which I underſtood he had 
never received my letter. But on his coming to London he found it 
there. He accepted of the invitation and is now with us, where I 
ſhall leave him to drink the waters till he has enough of them; and 

from hence he propoſes crofling the country into the North. For 
my part I am condemned to go to London alone, to preach the two 
next terms, in the interval between which, J have ſome thoughts of 
going into Lincolnſhire. Which reminds me of a neglect I have been 
guilty of. A worthy man of that country, Mr. Towne, formerly of 
Clare-Hall, a reaſoning engine, as Voltaire calls Dr. Clarke, and a 
great admirer of yours, deſired I would order one of his books of the . 
Inquiry into the opinions of the Anc. Phil. to be ſent to you,” which I 

have hitherto neglected to do. 

I am glad the diſcourſe on imitation is s advancing. If che Com. 

on the A. P. and the Ep. to Aug. and that diſcourſe will altogether 

make a juſt vol. I think they ſhould do ſo. If they will not, I think 

the diſcourſe ſhould not be publiſhed alone. Pam phlets are ſoon for- 

_ gotten, and this ſhould be conveyed to poſterity. 

If Rutherforth's book againſt Middleton be in mere gratitude to 

| Pe E. I e honour him for it. If there wy thing of gra- 
| | titude 


* J 


titude, though it be with other impure mixture, I cannot but give him 


ſome ſhare of my eſteem. But if it be only a ſordid view of intereſt, 


an itch for controverſy, or the. vanity of ſhining which ſets him upon 
ſcribbling, he is to be laughed at, and if he attempts to hide thoſe 
motives by the pretence of gratitude, he 1 is then truly contemptible. 
I will only venture to fay this, if he knows no more of theology 
than he does of morals, he is the meaneſt pedant of the age. The 


affectation of being ſingular has made him a bad moraliſt. Will the 


affectation of being orthodox make him a good Divine ? Of the 
two I think Stebbing tlie more tolerable; who labours to ſupport 


other people's nonſenſe rather than his own. And T can pardon the 


joke in his preface that He pretends 70 1b new di, jſerveries, for the ſake of 
his being in ſerious ſadneſs as good is as his word. I imagine that in 


about a fortnight I ſhall be in London. But wherever wh am, , be aſſured 


you have thets a friend who loves'you. ' IS 2 


It comes into my head, before I bete ju to mention to you how 


1 came to commend a book, or rather a man - whom I fancy you have 
never heard of. But you know as much of Hin as Ido. His name 


(if it be'a real name) is Toll. Without knowing any thing of this 


miracle controverſy but what he found in Middleton and Dodwell, or 
indeed any thing of antiquity at all (as appears by what he ſays of 
the ſtate of phyſic i in the time of Severus), he has ventured to mode- 
rate between them, and with ſo much candour and good ſenſe that I 
think it by far the beſt book that has been wrote on either ſide. The 
Public did not think fit to take any notice of it, And (as the Clown 
in-Shakespear —_— Te war eee amor 
„ | 1 i 
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. jut upon 80 Point of oma, into. ots 

575 ee ee een before I made e, 
ledgments for your laſt favour of the 27th paſt. 
_ .. The hot weather, and a cough, which-Liope the meuntey aired 
excrciſe, which I cannot take here, will remove, makes me decamp 
without going through the campaign of next term. The warfare of us 
- ſoldiers of the Church militant is upon much worſe terms than that 
af our predeceſſors. By the connĩvance at leaſt of our ſuperiors our 
pay is leſſened and our duty doubled. Our predeceſſors had but oỹẽ 
point to gain, which was to perſuade people to ſave their ſouls. We 
have two: firſt, to perſuade them they have fouls to be ſaved; which 
is ſo long a doing, that before we come to the ſecond, we are ready to 
give place to another generation, and are ee oaks by 
pe ne . im guetlicn... 7 

What you fa of Ohapman's Charge.is plealant enough, - The Bp. 
of London told me of it, and I own I ud not forbear laughing 
while he mentioned it; as Cibber when he told his patron of an Ode 
| ba mode de Salk wes dove: be NR eee 

the ſound. . 
7 The inclolad book + ardent Genese lber ies 

introduce to your knowledge, as that by. which I ſhall do him a real 
ſervice, and lay myſelf under a real obligation to yu. All chis I ſay 
OT ET yas you Tal ang by IO SO Tk 
going to open to you. | 

Mr. Richard Sutton, a penſioner 4 Trinity College, i is the younger 
ſon of the late Lady Sunderland and Sir Robert Sutton, perſons with 
. whom I had a long and intimate friendſhip, and was under great obliga- 


bc 
5 
* 
1 


1 Z 


tions to. He 8 come to College, after „ been 3 
head of Weſtminſter School. A perfect boy in the ſimplicity of his 
manners, but of ſurpriſing acquirements. Beſides his knowledge of the 
ancient languages, he ſpeaks and writes Spaniſh and French with great 

exactneſs, | underſtands Italian, and is now learning High-Dutch.: I 
had promiſed him you thould take notice of him. I am ſure I cannot 
render him fo. great a ſervice as by obtaining this favour of you. 

Beñdes I believe the acquaintance and friendſhip of ſo promiſing a 
youth will be a pleaſure to you. I believe you will find him perfectly; 
docile. He his determined for the law. I have wrote to him, ſo 
that. whenever you ſend for him you will do a real pleaſure to us both. 

* Thad ee in eee A ROE Ps he is. 


1 © 


„pg ui, lets of Gd 45/1 Bop ſufficient.” „ | 
mbar tp mid ethane rings! to ſer him. Tr ee : 


(LETTER, XXIV. 


* L - DO 
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been 5 Fri Furt, ON 1105, 1730+ 


In we weed" the favor of y yours of the 4th with Y 
ai ede . 
1 perceive by ĩt you have not received a letter which I wiote to you 
on thy leaving London, and a little High-Dutch book to be intruſted to 
: your conveyance. In that letter T acquainted you with the reaſon of 
my ſudden return hither. A cold which had hung on me for two 
| months ended in « cough, for which I knew there was no remedy like 


country 


1 „ 


Coney: air and exerciſ> >, on which account I e 10 take * 
forthwith, and am hau, I thank God, n better, . not e 
xecovered. | 
You was W SRP to Glow) 10 bs on the 8 hen 6 
1 knowif ever you do deviate it will be on that ſide), for the reaſon 
you mention. But if you have ſeen my friends at Grantham, parti- 
cularly Mr. Towne, you will have no reaſon to think yourſelf diſap- 
pointed. There are half a dozen worthy men there, with whom, for 
a courſe of years, I have ſpent the moſt pleaſurable parts of my life. 
And few things can make me amends for the loſs I have of them. I 
am particularly glad you have given ſo fincere a pleaſure to Mr. 


Tope, who will think himſelf both honoured and happy in your viſit. 


If you think the acquiſition of a warm friend valuable, treaſure him 
up in your heart, for ſuch he will prove to you, for no eſteem. could 
be higher than his for you, before he knew you. I would have every. 
man of virtue and letters imitate the true virtuoſo- taſte in this, who. 

enjoy and even adore ancient coins for the elegance of their figures and 
the learning of their inſcriptions ; and uſe as. they deſerve the current 
caſh, which the neceſſities of life make it prudent to get as much of 
as they fairly can, but never be an idolizer of that which is a ſlave to 


every body elſe. 


I bear Dr. Middleton hike been öl at London (I . to 
conſult Dr. Heberden about his health), and is returned in an extreme 
bad condition. The ſcribblers againſt him, will ſay they have killed 
him. But by what Mr. Yorke told me, his bricklayer will diſpute the 
honour of his death with them, Seriouſly 1 I am much concerned for 
the poor man, and wiſh he may recover with all my heart. Had he 
| had, I will not ſay, . piety, but greatneſs of mind enough not to ſuffer | 
the pretended. injuries of ſome Churchmen to prejudice him againſt 
Religion, I ſhould love him livin) g, and honour his memory when dead. 
But, good God! that man, for the diſcourteſies done him by his 


| miſerable fellow creatures, ſhould be e to diveſt  bioaſlf « of. the ; 
true 


tal 


| true viatictim, the 3 the ſolace, the n from 1 evils 
of human life, is perfectly aſtoniſhing ! I believe no one (all things. 
conſidered) has ſuffered more from the low and vile paſſions of the 
high and low amongſt our brethren than myſelf. Yet God forbid it 
| ſhould ever ſuffer me to be cold in the Goſpel intereſts, which are 
indeed fo much my own, that without it I ſhould be diſpoſed to con- 
ider humanity ,as the moſt forlorn part of the creation. 

Some papers, that juſt now lie before me, prompt me to aſk 3 
far want of ſomething to fill up my letter, whether ever I told you 
of a project, I long have had in view, of compoſing an eſſay on 
theological ſtudies, for the uſe of . people. The principal heads 
will be theſe: 


1. The right ſtate and diſpoſition of the mind to make proper 
 Improvements—in this will be confidered the notions of Scep- 
ticiſm, Dogmaticalneſs, Enthuſiaſm, Superſtition, ; cc. 

2. The previous ſtudies of Morality and Natural Theology, from 
their firſt principles and foundations. The ſtudy of es 5 

Critical, Hiſtorical, and Philoſophical. | 

3. The ſtudy of the Scriptures. 

4. Fathers and modern Divines. 
5. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. | 
6. nn or the Art of Preaching. | 


G4 What gave Firth to this 8 was e Deane averſeneſs 
that grown men have for novelties, and that all men have for others 
making experiments in religion. So that I thought it would be no ill 
ſcheme if I could contribute towards drawing the next generation into 
a more liberal and enlarged way of thinking, and make them do that 
for themſelves, which they have an unwillingneſs, from many oppoſing 
protons; that others ſhould do for them.. T his I _ for the 
| ins oF 7 ls amuſemout 


e I 
eee of my decline of life: but I could not reſiſt the plas 
of communicating the ſcheme to you. For : 


Te mihi junxerunt nivei ſine crimine mores, 


Simplicitaſque ſagax, ingenuuſque pudor, | 
Et benè nota fides, et candor frontis honeſtz, _ 
Et ſtudia a en aliena meis. 


Seriouſſy I am ferry you was obliged to fly into the country for 
the fame reaſon I did. Let me be aſſured you have found a thorough. 
benefit by it. You cannot acquaint me with hon 12 WAR n 
Sive me more 9 8 


LETTER XXV. 


| = Have the favour of your oliging 1 Euer bad the r4th 
paſt to thank you for. 
Nothing can be juſter than all you fay of the red vile? that loſs 
which the Republic of letters has ſuſtained by Dr. Middleton's death. 
He was juſt what you think him and no more. I do not think his 
parts appear any where to more advantage than in a long letter I re- 
ceived from him many years ago, on the ſubje& of Tully's ſentiments, 
and on the principle of the Div. Leg. I will fend it to you for your 
entertainment as foon as I can find it amongft my papers. But = | 
nothing of it to any one, for a reaſon I will tell you hereafter. * 
You rejoice me much in what you tell me of your purpoſe io ſet 
upon a thorough ſtudy of the Bible. For it is ſueh as you who maſt 
do what is wanting, and fo much wanting, to the better underſtanding 
of it. Al - 290 Te, * eee W nee > al the JETT e 


2 W found in the 8 Bp. wennn Works 2 rb wh the 
Bp.'s anſwer. H. 5 
ledge 


f 


ledge required to Mudy it to purpoſe ; I nes = coniphite knowledge 
of profane antiquity, and of the ſcience of ethics, both private and 
public: of the latter of which branches the moſt conſiderable part for 
this purpoſe is the chapter of Laws. Of which, under its theologic 


conſideration (to mention it by the way) I know of nothing ſo complete 


and maſterly as the firſt book of Hooker's Ecclgſiaſtical Polity. 


I wiſh I was better able than I am to give you my thoughts of the 
| 2 to be mga in this Wee But you may ove yourſelf of 


the following hints. 
. I think you ſhould WE with thoſe two great maſter-pieces of erudi- 
tion Morinus's Exercitations and Capellus's Critica ſacra. In the order I 


| name them, I need not ſay in the beſt editions. You will fee, by this 
recommendation, of what party I am with regard to the authentic 


text. Being perſuaded, that, had it not been for the Septuagint, the 


Hebrew Bible would have been as unintelligible as any cypher is 


without its key, by which nothing could be learned; or. rather, ſince 
the invention of the Hebrew points, a complete noſe of wax, to be 


turned every way, and made ſay every thing. Which partly ariſes 


from the beggarly ſcantineſs of the language, partly becauſe no more 
remains of the tongue than is contained in one fingle book of no 
great bigneſs, but principally from there having been no vowel-points 


affixed till many ages after it was become a dead language. This 


impenetrable darkneſs was a fit ſcene for myſteries; and out of this 


they roſe in abundance: firſt by the cultivation of Cabaliſtic Jews of 

old, in theſe latter times by Cocceius in Holland, and by Hutchinſom 
amongſt us; which now is growing into a faſhionable madneſs. On 
which account have thought it not amiſs to plan out a diſſertation in 
the laſt vol. of the D. L. to ſhew that this myſtery in Hebrew: roots 


is foreign to the genius of the tongue, which has am entire conformity 


to ather barbarous languages to the nature of Moſes 's diſpenſation— 
to the nature of the religions of thoſe: times ta the end of Gad's 


difpepſations—no foundation in the reaſon and nature of things and 
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' is expreſsly confuted by many expreſs aſſertions of - Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. To give you only a ſample of the laſt. The Hutchinſonians 
pretend that the reaſon of all the inſtitutions in the Moſaic Law, is to 
be found out in the myſteries of the Hebrew roots: in conſequence of 
which they exclaim againſt thoſe as moſt impious who. affirm any 
thing in the Law was inſtituted in compliance to the people's infirmi- 
ties. And yet Jeſus in a capital point, that of polygamy, fays it was 
indulged to the Jews for the hardneſs of their hearts. Again, the 
Hutchinſonians ſay, that the very vitality of all Revealed Religion 13 
lodged in theſe myſteries : and yet St. Paul ſays, ſpeaking of the old 
| laws that the letter Eilletbh . But I have xambled from my ſubject. 
| | When you have read Morinus and Capellus, I ſhould think it would 
be worth your while to peruſe P. Simon's critical. Hiſt. of the Old 
Teſtament—then Le Clerc's Sentiments of the Divines of Holland, 
So Simon's-anſwer to,it—Le:Clerc's Defence of the Sentiments, and Simon's 
8 reply to that. After this I ſhould adviſe you to read Maimonides's- 
2; famous book called Ductor Dubitantium. It contains the method of 
the wiſeſt and moſt learned Jew that ever was of interpreting ſcripture: 
the laſt part of which work you will find is the groundwork of 
Spencer's. admirable book de Legibus Heb. with which you may 
|  conelude your previous reading. And then begin with the Bible, the 
 Palyght, and the Sacred Critics, as they are called, always before you. 
| This is a collection of many excellent critical commentators on the 
= text, amongſt which Grotius may be found entire. Beſides theſe, I 
know no modern critic you will want to ſee, except. it be Le Clerc. 
And of all the ancient commentators you need be little ſolicitous, 
except it be of St. Jerom, who has: many excellent things; and is 
the only Father that can be called a Critic on the ſacred writings, or 
who has: followed a juſt: or reaſonable method of criticiſing.— Vou 
perceive what I have ſaid relates only. to ones and is 
e N ee 1 eh. af 
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enn ſenſible of the truth of what you fay of the mcoptiatias” 
3 that I would not venture what I have to ſay of the evidence 
Miracles, till I had a little obviated common prejudices by che eſlabliſh- 
ment of that at Jeruſalem. I am now digeſting the other part which 
you will find will blaſt all my lately acquired credit with the Divines. 
. Nay in Julian there were ſome things I would. not venture to ſay on 
the firſt appearance of it, as you will ſee when I ſend you a copy ol 
the ſecond. edition, which is now printing. : 
- I. am. fincerely, ſorry your ramble has done. you no more biet . 
But indiſpoſitions at your years have ſeldom any worſe conſequences 
than the preſent pain. I ſhould be ſorry indeed if this were not yous 
eaſe. As for myſelf, Luſe exerciſe, which _ reſtored. me to my 1 
whoa} god hood eee . a 
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I Have in cbliging bat of the bY It gives me 
great pleaſure that you are ſo forward with the Epiſtle to Auguſtus. 
I you will take care that the papers be ſent to my ſervant in Bedford- 
Re. who is very careful, ſo that I may find them on my coming to ; 
town, which: will be the 19th of this month, it will be a great addition 
wo. the favour. I will tell you without affectation or inſincerity, that 
having got a good way into your Horace without finding any thing; 
_ conſiderable to-cavil with you upon, though I entered upon it with full + 

malice, I threw it by: though I will now reaſſume it. It mortified Da 
me moxe than. I will tell any body but yourſelf ; and I ſhall have credit 
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' with you, when yon fee how much I found wanting to correct in 
ſtyle in the ſecond edition of Julian. I never heard of D'Orville's 
book. I thank you for Mr. * e 
J think you ſhould venture. 

I am ſorry the letter, with the Dutch book, never came to hand: 
It was to recommend to your favour and notice a charming young boy, 
a younger fon of Sir Robert Sutton and lady Sunderland, who is now 
of Trinity College. I had high obligations and a cloſe friendſhip with 
his father and mother, and the greateſt love for the whole family. 
Not that I ſhould haye recommended him to your notice but that he 

„ is the moſt extraordinary young boy I ever knew. If you won't take 

my word, I will give you Dr. Nichols's* who tells me he never met with 

a his fellow. He was bred at Weſtminſter, and having maſtered the 

LT learned languages at ſchool, he got the three modern ones in converſing 

with his mother and fiſter ; ſome of which he ſpeaks. I told him 

I would recommend him to you. And it gives him great pleaſure. 

I fancy by this time he muſt be come back to Col. from his couſin Mr. 

Spencer's, at Althorpe. Whenever you have leiſure to give him an 

hour of your time, if you ſend for him you will make him very 

Bey. 5 

I writein a hack] becauſe I bats not loſe this poſt * the ike 

of 2 5 your Pages on wy arrival f in town. | 
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„II Have ane; you Gone trifling ain hat the beſt 1 
n ak? or more properly the beſt you would afford me. They 
are not only trifling, but I am not certain of the truth of any one of 
them. But I would not appear to be wanting to you. And this will 
deſerve that you ſhould treat me well in your turn : and that.is to ufe 
them but juſt as they deſerve, and reject all your judgment A 
though this ſhould extend to every one of them. 5 
It gives me great pleaſure to underſtand that you found benefit by 
your laſt ramble. But nothing could give me greater than to find you 
have a determined purpoſe to proſecute the ftudy of Theology at the 
fountain head. You are the only ſucceſſor I could wiſh to have. 
And; if for ſome ſeeret reaſons of providence theſe attempts be not 
defeated, I am fure, if you live, you will effect what I attempted, 
to make revelation underſtood, 'which we are ignorant of to a * Z 
that will hereafter appear amazing to you. But ; 


BY 


— Ex me verumque laborem; 
Fenn 


 Priv-Park, Oele 9th, 1750. 
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We I have read of it, which, is the commentary. I. could. not on 


this reading find a word to alter. Though you beſpeak my candos, I: 
will afſure you Load it with moch ſeverity. What I am-going to ſay, 
I fay 


| [8] 
I fay with the utmoſt ſincerity. I think myſelf very fortunate that I 
have as it were chalked out the road for ſuch a genius, that will, I ſee, 
if he lives, complete what I aimed at, and had only an idea of: not 
only in this way of writing, but 3 in another of infinite more impor- 
tance. So that though I cannot but love and eſteem the modeſty 
which in your laſt letter but one made you talk of only being a Reader 
and not a Writer, yet if I could think that temper would gain more 
upon you than making you careful to get a thorough knowledge of 
your ſubject before you writ upon it, it would give me the fincereſt 
concern in the world. I will tell you a truth, though it ought more 
to offend my modeſty than yours: I ſhall take more pleaſure in being 
out-done by you, than in obtaining any literary victory over a learned 
adverſary. But for the future, I ſhall be more reſerved in telling you 
what I think of you; ; that is, upon condition you don't provoke me 
again by your talk of ſticking to your Readerſhip. Pray why don't 
you forthwith, put the A. P. to the e I foreſee what you have 
ſent me will be ſoon ready to follow i it. 


L underſtand by a letter from Mr. Sutton, that hei is ; not yet got back 
to College. 


-  Beifird-Row, Oftaber 291h, 1. 
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| I Have run over your papers : and the hogour they do 
both to yourſelf and Horace is ſuch as the beſt Poet and the beſt 
Critic need not be aſhamed of. I will read them again, to ſee what 
is worth hinting at for your re- conſideration, and then ſend th 

But I could by all means wich you would conclude them with a note 


On 


1 1 


on imitation. / And indeed that is the occaſion of the cieaſne-tepuble: 

If it be but an eſſay, on the plan you have laid down, it will be 

ſufficient: but it will end your work ſo properly that ſomething of 
of this kind I think ſhould be done. Beſides, the ſubject is now freſh, 
and would engage the attention. In a little time the occaſion that 
has raiſed it, the ſilly book of Lauder, will be loft and forgotten, and 

with it the queſtion itſelf, as far as concerns the general attention. 
I am much indebted to you for your generous vindication e 
; dead friend, . e e e RR 


22 Oftober 27tb, 17 50. 
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T think a a note on imitation will com plete the only piece of 
| criticiſm that does honour to the art, ſince J. Caſaubon. In return 
for your good- nature, 1 have been very ſevere on the Comment on the 
Ep. to Aug. and, as ſevere folks generally do, talked very imperti- 
nently on trifles ; which, before I came to the end, I was fo aſhamed 
of, that I have never looked them over, ſo it will be good luck if you 
_ underſtand them, or rather good luck to me if you do not. But it is 
no matter. I write for your uſe, as I do for my own, half words and 
hints. I would make amends for all by telling you a truth, which 
gives me, more pleaſure: than all criticiſm, . I ove y Tour can- 
dour, your generoſity. of mind, your warm ſenſe of the. mot trifling 
expreflion. of my eſteem, which a mere accident afforded me for 
Is fad to me in ry deter once, © Fortune will rarely ſuffer one 
A510 | H | . diſintereſted 


1 


« diüintereſted man FER another. *'Tis b n infult upon 
« her to let two of thoſe. who, moſt; deſpiſe her favours, be happy 
«. in them at the ſame time, and-in the ſame inftance.”—But kt it 
ſuffice as I fay, that 1 love you. E knovr it will AY 6 8 | 
wilt not to me. 

I have a friend bare in lem who ſaw a good Send 08 years: this 
laſt ſummer at Buxton, and gave me but a very indifferent account of 
his health: which gave me a fincere concern. I am no ftranger to 
his excellent character, and think myſelf unfortunate that I am not 
of his acquaintance. Pray bring us together, and aſſure him how 
much I honour him. The perſon 1 _—_ is Mr. Balguy, of St. 


John's. 


I have committed your papers, ſcaled up, to very ſure hands, Mr. 
| Knapton, my Bookſeller, who promiſes to ee it well conveyed. 


Bedford-Row, November 8th, 1750. 


Arn XXXI. 


| Tn ONE It gives me 
* underſtand that a man of ſo uncommon merit and 
fo cloſe connexion with you, as Mr. Balguy is, meets my inclinations 
and wiſhes to deſerve his friendſhip with ſo much good-nature and 
politeneſs. I ſhall think myſelf extremely happy in the hearts of two = 
fuch. men. Theſe are all the pluralities, that are not finecures, 
which I would accept; and the only ones I am ambitious of. I do 
truly rejoice that the waters at Buxton have been of ſerviee to him, 
and the more fo, as I had been given to underſtand they were of none. 
n But as this has 8 I hope he will think of com- 
NTT | pleting 
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| — at Bath, for we underſtand that the Bunton are only 
the Bath waters in an inferior degree, and lefs efficacious. And 1 
have more reaſons than one to with he would try theſe. 
Without affectation, I was and am diffident of moſt of the Hints 1 
ſent you with your MS. and we are too much above forms, and you 
are too much my friend to do any thing, in ſuch a work (which is to 

live) out of ceremony. For the reſt, uſe me freely, and the oftener, 
the more welcome. I will always tell you my mind. I propofe 
returning to this place (which I ſhall leave for Prior-Park on Saturday 
ſen'night) ſoon after Chriſtmas. When are we to ſee you in town ? 
Have you ſent your book to the preſs? Is it to be printed here, or in 
Cambridge? This puts me in mind to thank you for one of mine 
in the preſs, which you have helped to render leſs faulty. It is 
certain enough that Amos and Zechariah do mention a very notable 
earthquake, I had forgot it: but your advice came juſt in time to 
put it in its place. Which I would have done though it had made as 
much againſt my argument as it does for it. 

I have read over the Academic twice, with Seat leature. Ttis an 

| admirable thing, and full of delicate and fine-turned raillery. The 
author was cruel to turn it. out and expoſe it, like an erpkan, to the 
care of a pariſh nutſe, a ſleepy printer, who Had like to have bver- 
laid it. There is an arch thing in the th p. Which I like nueh: 
and a fine, and, as I underſtand it, a friendly intimation, in the note 
at p. 27th; Though Iam a ſtranger to moſt of the facts, there is 
one I am no ſtranger to, and I heartily ſubſcribe to'its truth, though 
it makes againſt myſelf 1 believe the n Won't 0 0 N 


ous It is in p. 26. 


In ſhort; it is an excellent thing. Au f bee deb sded ie as 2 
ſach to the Solicitor General, who T had a mind ſhould kt Newealtle- 
| Houſe know the difference betweehi'their friends and cheir fyeophatits. 
The Bp. of Oxford was here this fherning, and T ptomiſed him a 
* . r t e get to. e We ate 

H 2 of 
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of it in the papers. But our London books are like our London veal, 
never fit for entertainment or the table till they have been well puffed 
and blown up. He aſked whether the author was known. I told 
him no, nor I believed ever would; and my reaſon was, that, for 
the ſake of ſecrecy, he ſeemed to have dropped it, to be taken up by 
the firſt printer that came by: and it was certain that he who found 


it had uſed it as if he was accountable to. no body for his treatment 
of it. 


Bedford-Row, November 23d, v7 50. 


LETTER *r. | 


1.4 Hare the pleaſure of your. : hive letter of the leck | 

And am glad to- hear you have finiſhed your labours on Horace: 
Glad, that literature will be enriched with ſo fine a piece of criticiſm; 
but much glader, that yeu will have now nothing to hinder the proſe- 
eution of your great ſcheme ; the ay 1 95 ma Powe! talents, and 
ſufficient. to reward your virtues. __ 5 
It is generous and right in you, to wha notice'in an advantageous 
manner of two. ſuch. promiſing young men as Mr. Browne and Mr: 
Maſon, who prevent us from deſpairing. of the 2825 revival of the 
poetic genius. | 
Mr. Browne is printing his remarks on the — Ie 
will be much better than you could conceive from the ſpecimen you 
ſaw of it. Mr. Yorke and I adviſed him to give it a different form. 
We ſaid, that if we were to anſwer a grave, formal, methodical work, 
we. ſhould: chooſe: to do it in the looſe way of dialogue and raillery - 


ap 
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as; on the other W if we wrote againſt a mbhiag cdu of wit 
and humour, the beſt way of expoſing it would be by logical argu- 
mentation. The truth is (inter nos), his talents do not ſeem ſo much 
to lie towards fine and eaſy raillery, as to a vivacity, an nen 1 
2 correctneſs of obfervation, in the reaſoning wa. | 
Pray make my beſt compliments to Mr. Maſon. I ſhall rh . 
u as a gift from your hands; and ſhall cheriſh him - accordingly 5 
that is, he may be aſſured of always finding a fervant and: a friend im 
me. He had my eſteem before, and I thought myſelf much bis- 
debtor on dear Mr. Pope's account; but after the knowledge of your 
value for him, nothing can be wanting to tie him very cloſe to me. I. 
think the model he writes his · Poem upon; net only. right in itſelf, but 
that his trial of the ſudceſs of it is vary commendabie; and; one 
ſhould think, ptomiſing ; as it unites. all that is admired, or affected 
to be admired, in dramatic performances, Mufic and Poetry. : 
At preſent. I make-no.queſtion-of my being in town. in March. 1 
and my family go thither the latter end · of January; and the latter end 
of. Feb. I expect Mr. Allen and His, will come to us; which if they 
do, you and our excellent friend Mr. Balguy will certainly find me in- 
Bedford-Row, where you · will both always find a hearty welcome. If 
by any miſchance I ſhould- be deprived of this pleaſure, I have de- 
termined to make a Journey to Wen ne in the Spring, on en. 
to embrace you and. him. | 
Four Capitiſin would make ene more e 4 Fey FO the i in- 
ventors of the word intended we ſhould: be. Ho- happened it, in 
the definitions of man, that regſen is always - made ſential to him 
No - hody ever thought of making goodneſs ſo. And yet-it- is certain 
there are as few reaſonable men as there are good. To- tell. you my 
mind, I think man might be as properly defined, an animal to. em a 
 feword is eſential, as ane to whom reaſon is eſſential. For there are as feu 
that can and yet fewer that dare uſe the one as the other. I am led 
n of. . not as the rene of Four beads; which 
| have 
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Have little in them erh but by the e Jade tens of their 
Patrons, whe can turn them any way, and /bon/4 direct them better. 
I will tell you the ſubſtance of . 1 faid one _— in Everton to 
one of theſe great men. 

I faid that the proper views of dend in ite aioide of 1 Aa Elba. 

cellor, were protection of the Univerſity,” and patronage of its deſetv- 

ing members: that the unanimity of tlie electors ſeemed to ſhew that 

hey acted upon the moſt legitimate of the two motives ; ſo that they - 
ſeemed to have diſcharged their duty. Their Chancellor tod ſeemed 
fo have theſe two objecks in his eye, but his creatures had ſet them in 

an ill-licht. Inſtead of conſidering the Univerſity in good health, and 
of the means to keep it ſo, he immediately ſet upon a project to cure 
it of I can't tell what diſtempers; inſtead of thinking of their 759d, he 

entered into a conſultation about their phyſio. Though lelf love 
might have ſhewn him, there was a ſtrong preſumption that that body, | 
which concurred fo generally to prefer him to all his great com- 
petitors, could not be much out of order. But the great ambition of 
adding the Law-giver to the Magiſtrate, made him give eat to thoſe 
ſycophants who in perſuading him of the prevalency of a malignant 
ſpirit, left it ready for him to "conclude how much muſt have been 
their zeal and induſtry to elude AT 202 pre One and 
bring his Grace in ſo handſomely. TI & S261 ö oy 

Blut 1 ſaid, if it was reſolved there ſhould bene wn how abſurd | 

was it to have them the inforcements of good old laws, rather than 
the abrogation of old bad ones. Fer a man ſo experienced in affairs 
ſhould have known that though a multiplication of good laws do 
nothing againſt a general corruption of n "INE on COS = 
bad ones greatly promotes 'reformation, - 

But with regard to relaxed diſcipline in the — ag) er 
= Audents, this I {aid was never to be reformed bylaws, as he might eaſily 
underſtand by obſerving from whence they aroſe. When young men 

found that it was not learning or morals, but the blind or vicious favour 
8 00 | | OE 


t n 


e ee chem in Ufe, they would-think ne. 
more of their ſtudies, but how/ to introduce themſelves into the bottles 


acquaintance of young people of quality: that their parents ever 


Schools, where they ſend them purpoſely: to contrast, as they call it. 


but ill bear. And theſe accompliſhments for all the honqurs of tha 


gown being only to be gained in the road of pleaſure and amuſement, it 


is a joke to think they can be debazred by-a few-foolith ſtatutes. But 


let the Government (which his G. takes himſelf to be) once declare 
that no man ſhall partake of its favours but who continues to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf by learning and virtue, it would be then as difficult to 
get the young people to the tavern as now into their ſtudies. This 
led me to tell him my thoughts of thoſe Academics who are in the 
Duke's favour, and of thoſe who deferve to be there. I overloaded 


neither of them, for I have little perſonal acquaintance, and no 


perſonal diſguſt to any, of them. And for the others they would bear 
a deal more than I could ſay of them. 


Jam much obliged to you for the notice you are o good to take of 


young Dick Sutton. He hag made his acknowledgements of it to 
me. He is a charming boy. But Weſtminſter has made his mind : a. 


little whimſical. He has an, inſatiable thirſt after new languages. 


Fray check this i in him. He wrote me word, the _ day, he had 


To Aa 4c a4 4 


writer of 1 life had won upon 1 who in an FS, addreſs 


to the youth to apply themſelves to this charming language, aſſures | | 


them, a8 the height of their ſolace and conſolation, that it con- 
tains twelve millions three hundred and fifty thouſand fifty an and 
two. words.—1 told him I conſented be ſhould. learn the odd two, 
provided he choſe thoſe two which fignified the ne plus of the latins. 


Were 1 to be the reformer of Weftminftcr-School (with the higheſt | 


reverence he it an whiſpered) TY order. 0 every boy ſhould: 
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n npen his Accidence, in great gold: letters, as on the 
pack of the horn- book, that Oracle of Hobbes, that words are the 
counters of wiſe men, and the money of fools. —How bad are the tines 

when I muſt be forced to make all my payments of Friendſhip to you 

in this fort of money! Only be aſſured that it has the leaſt alloy in 

it that ever this 243 th . ee nme . ws 

r ! 1 am, Ke. FFFFCFCCCCCCCC DIA, 3 TBE MA SO 
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11 Have gl your excellent orbit ons on the Drama, 
with great pleaſure. , It will be a very fine ornamient to your work. 
Our friend has done well to turn you from. the hjett to the end. 
This logical accuracy of method would do as much good i in ee f 
mee is in ſpeculative criticiſm. | 
7 I have but 4 word or two to propoſe to your « confideration. | "You 
: * The proper end of W is the father, including under chis 
« term . the paſſions of pity and terror, &c. Comedy bath other 
« views, it delineates human life, but for the purpoſe of producing 
FN humour, by which I anderſtand that ſenſation. of, pleaſure, Sc.” 
'Now it. is certain that pathos, which properly 1 fi ignifics an affection 
of the mind, may be ſo uſed: though commonly, in Engliſh, when | 
we uſe the word N to tragedy, we mean fuch ſentiments as 
> excite 


| 1 
; excite the affections. But as for the word humour, I think it cannot 
be uſed for that affection which you call a ſenſation of pleaſure, but 
only for ſuch ſentiments as excite that ſenſation. Would not then the 
| _— be better in ſome ſuch way as this 
The proper end of Tragedy is, by the pathos, to excite the e, of 0 
pity and terror, &c. Comedy, &c. by humour, to produce that ſen- 
ation ef pleaſure, &c. And F arce, &c. by what i is called ane 
to excite laughter, &c. 
© Your obſervations concerning the moderated) aſe 40 2000 and plot 
in eee admirable.— As thoſe intricate Spaniſh plots, have been 
in uſe, and have taken, both with us, and ſome French writers for the 
ſtage, and have much hindered the main end of Comedy, would it not 
be worth while to give them a word, as it would tend to the further 
illuſtration of your ſubject. On which you might obſerve; that when 
theſe unnatural plots are uſed, the mind is not only entirely drawn of 
from the characters by thoſe fi prifing turns and revolutions; but 
characters have no opportunity even of. being called out and diſplaying 8 
themſelves. For the actors, of all characters, ſucceed and are embar- 
raſſed alike, when the inſtruments for carrying on deſigns are only 
perplexed apartments, dark entries, diſgwſed habits, and ladders of ropes. 
The Comic plot is, and muft, indeed, be, carried on by deceit, The 
Spaniſh ſcene does it by deceiving the man through bit ſenſes: Terence 
and Moliere by deceiving him threugb his paſſions and affettions. This 
is the right: for the character is not called out under the firſt ſpecies 
of deceit, . under the ſecond, the. character does all —I don't know 
whether I make myſelf underſtood. But it is no great matter. 1 
mean nothing by it but what you have expreſſed more clearly. 
Ihe laſt thing 1 have to take notice of, is a mere trifle, . fall 
maccuracy of ſpeech. - You call thoſe who lived under the great mo- 
narchies of Peru and China, Savages inſtead of Barbarians. But you 
muſt conſider me as doing you more honour, by this remark than by a 
better : as implying that this, which would be. very. allowable 5 in an 


- orflinary N is nat to * We you. 


„„ 

Mr. Balguy and you are happy in one another. It was my misfor- 
tune when I firſt ſet upon ſeribbling, that I had nobody capable of 
doing me this ſervice. And as the little I knew, I got without aſſiſ- 
tance, ſo I had none to help me in communicating it to others. This 
is a misfortune too late to retrieve, and almoſt too late to lament. _ 

I am heartily glad our friend has cut out freſh work for you, in the 
Epiſtle to Auguſtus, and on this account I can be content to have the 
work a little procraſtinated. 

It pleaſes me that Mr. Browne knows, that Mr. Balguy 1 you, 
as well as I, think his ſecond Eſſay inferior to the firſt, becauſe it will 
do a young author, who . to me too obſtinate i in this matter, 
ſome good. 

1 ande the echo he wok in — the defedts. of 3 
8. s morality, a wrong one. You will conclude, too, I muſt needs 
think, his account of moral obligation, a wrong one. But as to this, 
I told him he muſt think for himſelf, And I never liked a friend the 
worſe for being in a different ſyſtem. In anſwer. to this, he faid, 
that I miſtook him: and that when he ſpeaks of happineſs obliging, 
he uſed obligation only in the ſenſe of motive. This gave me an oppor- 
tunity to write to him as follows, and ſo, with the old eee 
lieravi animam mean. | 

I faid—* If you uſe obligation only i in the ſenſe of motive, then ' 
44 en e Sh. Clarke, and Wol. may ſay you differ not from them, 
« but in the uſe of a different term, which comes to the ſame - thing. 
«« They call virtue beautiful, fit, and true, for the very reaſon you 

< call it beneficial: namely, becauſe it produces HAPPINEss :. 
Therefore when they ſay, the beauty, the fitneſe, the truth of” 
« virtue is the motive for practiſing it, they fay the very thing you do, 
— referring to the happineſs of which, virtue is productive. Vour 
8 whole controverſy, therefore, with them, is that very hgomachy, 
4 or ſtrife about words, which, in the beginning of Ws part, you 

" « ridicule, and object to thoſe who have So before . 


1 1 


« If, on the other hal by motive you had meant, as I underſtood 
te you, real obligation, you muſt ſtill needs be in the wrong, if (as 
« you hold) Sh. Clarke, and Wol. be ſo: becauſe, like them, you 
e make real obligation to ariſe, as they do, from the nature of virtue, 
* and not, as. their real adverſaries do, from the will of a fupertor. 
« For their real adverſaries do not ſay they are wrong in making it ariſe 
« from this or that property of virtue, ſuch as its beauty, its fitneſs, 
« or its truth; but in their making it ariſe from an abſtract idea at all; 
« or indeed from any thing but perſonality, and the will of another ; 
« different and diſtin from the perſon obliged.” 

I agree with you, that his firſt Eſſay is a very fine one. It is 
entirely his own. The ſecond (inter nos) he is not maſter of. And 
I find him much a ſtranger to the ſubje& of the third. It was from 
What I had ſeen him capable of, in the firſt, that I put him upon this 
work, as what was in his profeſſion, would be acceptable to the 
Clergy, and uſeful to the public. I now find it would have been better, 
had the proje& been laid, to publiſh the firſt Eſſay alone: to have 
taken more time for the other two; to have ſtudied the ſubjects well; 
and above all to have taken the beſt aſſiſtance of his friends. Inſtead 
of this, he has hurried through the work with great precipitation, 
which, though i it ſhews. the quickneſs of his parts, will not anſwer - 
the end I propoſed, his honour and ſervice. Though in this I may be 
miſtaken, and it may take better with the world, than if it had been 
what we three would have had it. ED 

1 am vaſtly happy in what you tell me > of our friend's os your 


approaching journey to town. I do not at preſent foreſee that I 


ſhall leave the town ſooner than I thought of. If any thing happens 
to ſhorten my ſtay, I ſhall certainly take the liberty you allow me 
of letting you know, that you may both haſten your journey a little 
Jooner. And I will do the fame thing for you another time. I have 
ordered a little packet for you. It is two books of mn. one for 
, and pe other for. Mr. Maſon. | 
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LEPT ER XXXIV. 
 Privr-Parks Fuh 1 II th, 4 17 5 Te 


1 Have your kind letter of the 6th. I am glad to 
underſtand you are ſo agreeably circumſtanced as you. muſt needs be: 
in the enjoyment. of the com npany of a young cane! of great 
hopes ſo related to you. 

TLuoour friendſhip for me makes you infinitely. over value ue thoſe 
amuſements, which the fondneſs for the works of one poet, and for 
the perſon of another, engaged me in. And though I have not the 
pleaſure, which a conſciouſneſs that thoſe things are what you call 

them, would give me, yet I have a much greater, the aſſurance that 
what you lay on that head ariſes from the Prejudices of a warm friend- . 
ſhip for me. . 

The. paſſage p. 278, vol. . is juſtly DEE Ig The word 
Hutcheſon ſlipped my pen before I, was aware. I aimed only at his 
followers or diſciples now of Glaſgow, by whom I have been but 
ſcurvily uſed, and' thon agh I was told it was by the example of their 
Maſter, yet. I did not intend to give him a perſonal ſtroke ; though his 
giving o much vogue to Shaftſbury's ſyſtem has hurt the ſcience of 
morals, and his giving. ſo much credit. to . I book has done 
diſcredit to religion. 

Tam glad you have taken notice af my mention of the- Ethics of 
N Epicurus, vol. 1. Since I find you have not read one of the nobleſt 
. works of Philoſophy of theſe latter times, Gaſſendi 8 Philoſophia 
Epicuri, five. Animad- in Lib. x. Diog. Laertij. It is in three ſmall | 
vols. in fol. The laſt of whüch treats:de Moribus Ep. where he has 
ſhewn the injuſtice of the other ſects (particularly Tully's), in their 
repreſentation of. the Epicurean morals, You will read this vol. with 

| ous: 


infinite pleaſure. And you may buy all three (which are very elegantly 
printed) I believe for little more than three ſhillings : fo juſt a value 


=: does: this learned age ſet upon the greateſt authors, and the moſt: 


finiſhed compoſitions. But you muſt take this along with you, that 
- Gaſlendi,' æ contemporary of Deſcartes, and piqued at his fame, ſet 
up for the reviver of the Epicurean Philoſophy, in what related to- 
Phyſics and Morals: (you may be ſure he gives up his Meta- 
phyſics) ſo that you are to expect rather an advocate, in many 
inſtances, than a fair repreſenter. But this obſervation * place 
chiefly in his Phyſics 
Lour account of Ld. Bol. is —_ „ 1 | ſhould BEA 

thought that he ſpoke his ſentiments, or rather his taſte: for he 
who can call Monteſquieu s Book of the Spirit of Laus a diſhonour 

to the French genius, may well think Middleton's pamphlets unpa- 
ralleled; but that I know his perpetual railing. againſt Monteſquieu's 
Book aroſe from his having ſpoke ſlightly of Bol. s genius and writings- 
$I 80 that I think, with you, he extols, on the ſame principle that he 
. gepreented—1 Male him not, he envies, not admires, — : 
I imagine you have not received the laſt letter I wrote to you to 
Cambridge. The ſubject was only to deſire you to let Mr. Maſon: 

know that L have reſerved a ſet of Pope's works for him; but know 
not how. to convey - it to him. I ſhould deſire he may know this, 


that he may not buy one, and. that he may direct where it ſhall be: 


ſent to him. For, in the letter he favoured me with, he does not 
give me any light how he is to be directed to. 

Mrs. Allen is better, though ſo extremely make. that i it- makes ber 5 
ee, 5 


* 
* 
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LETTER XXV. 
Pi- Pan, Siptenber 220, 1 7 51. 


1 Have your kind letter of the 2th of laſt month to 
acknowledge. 

I am ſorry the morals of Ariſtotle have ſaffered any relaxation at c. 
The Laureat indeed fays they did at Oxford ; but Scriblerus obſerves, 
that this was only while he and the e were there. Woe you are 
all turned players. 

I forgot to mention my a ppeobation of one thin g you ſaid in one of 
yours, which implied your contempt for the character of Atticus. I 
confeſs, of all that were ever called virtuous men, his character to me 
is the leaſt amiable : and I believe neither of us, though we might 
want, could gfteem ſuch a friend. And yet the ſtate of modern virtue 
is ſuch, that it would not be eaſy to find one in this degree; I mean a 
friend that would really ſerve you, after he had ſerved himſelff. 

You gave me great pleaſure it letting me know you perſevere in 
your deſign of applying yourſelf to the nobleſt ſtudies. And you have 
the more merit in it after ſo uncommon ſacceſs in a ſtudy, that i is in 
Itſelf infinitely agreeable : and in which, as few have ſoccered, as in 
the right ſtudy of Theology. 5 

I believe our friend Browne has both ſenſe and modeſty enou 2 not 
to be intoxicated with his ſucceſs. I envy him one quality: and that 
is, brin ging his notions, and his compoſitions, to perfection at a heat. 
For I believe you will find his ſecond edition verbatim, the ſame, 
with the firſt. For my own part, I have ſo imperfe& an idea of my 
ſubject; and rough-caſt my compoſition ſo looſely ; that my works 
if they eſcape damning, are yet in a ſtate of purgatory : and with ſo 
much terreſtrial matter about them, that they would take till Plato's 

| | 9 >> ant 
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| . 68 } 
great year to purge and purify, had I time, and nothing elſe to do 
but to attend to them.. I believe there are ſome thouſand alterations 
in the language only, in the 2d edition of Julian ; and the firſt vol. 
of the D. L. now in the preſs, is fo tranſmogrified that you will 
hardly know it again, Nor is this the effect of modeſty (which would 
be ſome comfort), but of pride, and the having more reſpect for 
myſelf, than the Re: : is. to give them their wank are not over 
delicate, * 
ITT « Curious, not inowing, not each, but 1 nice.” 


Beſides L IR often thought, that they eſteem it a kind of infolence 
to alter or amend what they have ſtamped with their approbation. On 
which account, bookſellers, who know mankind, for the general, 
better than authors, as having long experienced, that caprice or acci- 
dent always regulates the public judgment, would never by their good- 
will have a ſucceſsful book made better in the ſecond edition. For 
they have often known, and fo have I, too, a very imperfect book 
cried up in the firſt edition, and when rendered more ores arnch in — | 
ſecond, let fall again as a thing of no notice. 

Mr Pope uſcd to tell me, that when he had any thing better chan 
ordinary to ſay, and yet too bold, he always reſerved it for a ſecond 
or third edition, and then nobody took any notice of it. 

But there is one book, and that no large one, which I would 
recommend to your peruſal; it is called, be Theol. and Phil. of 
Ciceros Somn. Scip. examined. It is indeed the ne plus ultra af 
Hutchinſonianiſm. In this twelve-penny pamphlet Newton is 8 
an Acbeiſt and a Bloctbead. And what would you more? | 

But if you are no friend to ſuperceleſtial flights, but content your- 
| ſelf to grovel on amidſt the dregs of human reaſon, I would recom- 
mend to your more ſerious peruſal a little French book, in two vols. 
intitled, Eſſai fur L orgine des connoiſſances humaines. I will venture a 


| crown that yu have never ſeen * becauſe it is wrote in a very 
| | e 
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maſterly way, and is igel ſolid. But indeed the 1 time in Which 
it was publiſhed, which was the heat of our rebellion, may ſome - 
thing excuſe us for the obſcurity in which it lies. You will find him 
greatly beholden to Locke, and you will think this a merit in him, 
that he knew how to make ſo good a choice. I would particularly 
recommend to you the r6th C. (I think it is, for it was only put into 
my hands for a little time by a curious perſon), of the 2d part. 
However you may know it by theſe marks, it is a long one; and, 
amongſt other things, examines this queſtion, how they came to have 
| few or no great natural geniuſes in the barbarous ages between the fall 
and revival of letters. In which he ſays ſomething very uncommon 
and curious, and, I think ſolid. Which, yet, it will not 'be eaſy to 
ſee the force of, without underſtanding his principles i in the firſt vol. 
I have received a very obliging, and (which is the character of the 
writer), an exceſlive modeſt letter from Mr. Maſon, whom I ſuppoſe f 
vou will have again ſhortly at College. | 
I had forgot to tell you, that our friend Browne f 1s now on a viſit 
(on invitation), at Mr. George Lyttleton's, It is about 2 50 miles 
from him, and he is accompanied by his friend; Dr. Law, as far as 
Litchfield; who takes this opportunity to viſit his friend, the Bp. 
of Litchfield and Coventry. Which will prove the better Patron, 
the Layman or the Archprieſt, for an even wager? And you ſhall 
chooſe your fide. I think they might as well have gone to Hell (I 
mean the Claſſical Hell) to.conſult Tireſias an the ways of thriving. 
God help them : for they are a couple of helpleſs creatures in the ways 
of this world. And nothing to bear their charges but a little honeſty, 
which, like Don Quixote's Chivalry, will paſs current in never an 
Inn between Carliſle and Londan. Thoſe who have the noble am- 
| bition to make their regular Pages, muſt daſh through f thick and thin ; 3 
* | muſt be ſoundly beſpattered ; and, what to an ingenuous mind 3 is as 
grievous, muſt as heartily beſpatter. But they deſerve no pity. What 
4s hard, is, that ſuch travellers as vou and I, who pick « our way. and 
fat ould 


: e oO 
would ride at our eaſe; who fear nothing but being benigbted; and 
for the reſt, can ſleep as ſoundly at the Thatched-Houſe, as at the 
Mitre- Inn; that we ſhould be beſpattered by the buſy, dirty, 
ſervile raſcals, that poſt by us, and view us with an eye of jealouſy, 
if we ride briſkly, or with contempt, if we ſaunter, this I fay is verx 
provoking. . What could make that important blockhead (you know- 
whom) preach againſt me at St. James's? He .never met me at 
Court, or at Powis or Newcaſtle-Houſe. And what was it to him 
whether the Jews had a future life. It might be well for ſuch as him, 
if the Chriſtians had none neither. Nor I dare fay does he much trouble 
himſelf about the matter, while he ſtands foremoſt, amongſt you, in 5 
the new Land of promiſe ; which, however, to the mortification of -= 
theſe modern Jews, is a little diſtant from that of performance. 
Our family is yet at Weymouth. I ſuppoſe Michaelmas will bring 
them home. Mrs. Allen is yet miſerably infirm. She bathes, I hear, 
in the Gal water, and they oy gathers a little e 5 | 


P. 5. Be 468, of the "ft vol. of the D. L. [ have thoughts of 
adding an examination of Plutarch's reaſoning in his tra& of 

ſuperſtition, the moſt beautiful declamation of all antiquity— 
Shaftſbury, Bacon, and many others ſeem to patroniſe his reaſoning, 

which is one of the moſt ridiculous ſtring of ſophiſms throughout. 
Now pray tell me your mind. Will this be tanti? You muſt 

_ underſtand I intend to enlarge this 6th ſec. of the 3d B. in two 

other places—that where If POR of ates and ag of 
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LETTER a 


Bedford-Row November I 86, 17 51. 


1 e in your e thine? e have 

VERT had I not heard that you was out of College. —Nothing can be 
juſter than your reflections on the fortune and revolutions of urn 8 

character. 

1 ham glad for what you tell me, that you are ne your two 
manly and noble pieces of Criticiſm. But you do yourſelf injuſtice in 
putting yourſelf under a certain predicament. I am reading over again 

your notes on the Ep. ad Aug. and am come to the ggth p. and, 
with all my caviling, I could only lay my finger on the following: 

P. 48—“ they had a thinneſs and ſubtilty”—a little equivocal. 
Suppoſe—* they had fo thin and A a contexture, or forme 
ſuch thing. 1 

Dele [. to gratify 5 impatient curioſity will 1 more mutter er] . 
For—humour—r. apprehenfions. 

P. 95. I. 13. dele [hence]—ſo much for that matter. 1 depest to 
you again, your criticiſms are far too learned and maſterly for theſe 
wonderful times. Learn to write like Ld. O. (whaſe impreſſion of 
letters concerning Swift was all fold in a day's time) and you will have 
readers enough. It is full of beauties of all kinds. His characters 
of men is not the leaſt. Ramus, T. Aquinas, and Deſcartes, were 
thought by Hooker, Grotius, and Locke, to be three great original 
geniuſes; but his Lordſhip has diſcovered they were a ſet of aſſes. Nor 
ſhould his great improvements in Aſtronomy be overlooked. He cal- 
culates the return of Comets to the greateſt minuteneſs. But the 
imperial flower of ſpeech, the ſovereign of this grove of delights, is 

= 0 %% we 


„ 

What che French call Galimatias. But ſeriouſly, what would this 
noble Lord ſay of his enemies, when he draws fo charming a picture 
of diablerie, from his friend? Yet he himſelf told me he purſued 
that friendſhip ſo ſedulouſly, that he ſuffered numberleſs indignities 
from Swift, before he could be admitted to any degree of fami- 
liarity. Perhaps then he but takes his revenge in this repreſentation; 


which, however, I believe a true one But it ſeems a ſtrange office 
in a friend to acquaint the public with ſuch truths. "But all this, 


inter nos. 

I will tell you another piece of Hy news more worth your 
attention. Old Fontenelle, who is between ninety and an hundred, 
has given us very lately two vols. of Comedies, written many years ago, 


and intended for poſthumous works; but, as he ſays pleaſantly, his 


length of life has quite exhauſted his patience, and he would ſtay no 
longer. The Comedies are of a very fingular caſt. Not only the 
ſcene of moſt of them lies in antiquity ; but great perſonages, ſuch as 


Princes and Princeſſes, are of the drama. Yet it is not that fooliſh 


ſort of thing, that Moliere called gallant or heroic Comedy : they are 
on familiar ſubjects much in Terence's manner. The contrivance of 
the action is excellent, nor are the manners ill painted. You know 


he. excels in dialogue, by what you ſee in thoſe of the dead. The 
Tyrant (an odd title for a Comedy) is full of pleaſantry; and yet 


nothing unnatural. The Abdolomime gives us a fine picture of the 
manners; and the Teftament is very pathetic, but does not exceed the 


pathos of Comedy. In ſhort, when I have done my beſt, I can 


give you but a faint idea of theſe extraordinary pieces. You muſt 


read them to know what they are. He has a long preface to defend 


this ſpecies of Comedy. He advances ſome things that are falſe, 
abſurdly; and ſome notable things that are true, obſcurely; for want 


of having your principles: and ſome things again, that you could ä 


apply and improve to ſapport and illuſtrate your principles. I don't 
know whether you can get theſe two little vols. or whether you 
Y wount care to 9 them if you could; therefore if your curioſity leads 
| K 2 | you 


. 
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you to defire to ſee them, I can ſatisfy it, and ſend them with 
that trifle of mine you defired to have, by your carrier. I leave the - 
town i in eight or ten days. | 


The Biſhop, of Clogher, or 3 ach heathenifh name, in Ireland, 


has juſt publiſhed a book. It is made up out of the rubbiſh of old 
HFereſies; of a much ranker caſt than common Arianiſm. Jeſus Chriſt 
is Michael, and the Holy Ghoſt, Gabriel, &c. This might be Hereſy 
in an Engliſh Biſhop.; but in an Iriſh, tis only a blunder. But thank 
God our Biſhops are all far from making or vending Hereſies; though 


for the good of the Church, they have excellent eyes at {pying it it out 


F whenever i it ſkulks or lies hid. 


I need not tell you any thing of our friend Mr. Maſon's affair about 
his Elfrida. He has told you, I make no doubt, what has paſſed 
between us concerning it. But I wonder I don't hear from him again. 


_ 


LETTER XXXVII. 


I Have yours of the 28th paſt to acknowledge. Your 
-account of 1 very entertaining. He began his metaphyſical 
courſe with licking up the drivel of the Hoadleians, but has now ſet 
up for himſelf, though with this mortifying ana peba that, like 


the Orator Henley, nobody will d:/þute with him. 


Pray what is Mr. Maſon doing? Mr. Knapton wrote me a 


not long ſince that he had received no copy from him? I think he 
has in all reſpects judged right, to give his poem to the public as a 


claſſical performance: and it is not impoſſible but that thoſe who had 
been moſt averſe to have ſeen it brought on the ſtage the ordinary way, 


may be clamorous for its e there, ſome time or other, in in 


their own ur. 15 


E 


As great a critic as you are, I believe your patience would not ſuffer 
you to read thoſe deteſtable letters on poor Swift in ſuch a manner as 


to diſcover the hundredth part of the offences againſt 9 ſenſe 
and ſcience, that may be met with in them.“ ; | 
In the memoirs of the Academie Royale des inſcriptions, tome 8me. 


of the Amfſterd: edition in 8vo. but which, with the Hiſtoire, make | 


the 11th vol. there is a diſſertation ſur Fatilit de Vimitation, and 
ſur la maniere dont on doit imiter—by Racine, the ſon of the Poet. 


” is but a ſhort one, but after yours I had not the en to 11 


But, as you may, I juſt mention it to you. 
* ſuppoſe we ſhall have Dr. Middleton's works n 1 3 
whether the Bookſeller does not repent of his project ere now, his 


ſubſcribers are ſo few and flow. And the great patron of them too is - 


gone, which will be another draw-back. I think he did Middleton 


no more than juſtice in preferring him to himſelf. For where the 


chief merit in two writers lies in ſaying common things, well, I ſhall 


always prefer him who ſays them with ſimplicity and eaſe, to him who 


delivers them with pomp and ſolemnity. I believe I have loſt an 


enemy in L. B. I am ſure, Religion, and the State, has. I queſtion. ' 
whether we ſhall ſee any of his MSS. His apology for his public 


conduct, which I have ſeen, affects too many parties, to ſee the light; 
and his apology for his private opinions would. ſhock. the people too 
much, as diſſolute as they are now grown. His letters concerning 
| the uſe of reading hiſtory (the beſt of his works, as his patriot King, 
I think, is the, worſt), I ſuppoſe we ſhall. ſee, becauſe there are 
printed. copies of it in ſeveral hands. It is in 2 vols. 8vo. It was 
this work which occaſioned his averſion to me. There is a diſſertation. 
in it againſt the canon of Scripture, which I told Mr. P. was full of. 
e 21 falſe ET 8. os 833 diſoredit the Seq : and, at 
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76 ] | 
his defire, I drew up a paper of remarks upon it, which L. B. never 
forgave. He wrote an anſwer to it in great wrath and much acrimony : 
but, by the perſuaſion of a great man, ſuppreſſed it. It is poſſible it 
may now ſee the light. The paper it was an anſwer to, was drawn up 
one ſummer's afternoon, as Mr. P. fat by me, without taking my 
hand from the table till it was done, ſo that, as it contained ſeveral 
ſheets, you will eaſily believe he had advantage enough of me. 

All here are glad to hear of your health, and defire their beſt 
reſpects to you. Mrs. Allen continues growing better, but is yet very 
infirm of body. My wife bids me tell you ſhe would not be ſecond 
- to any one in her good opinion of you. Rage 84 50 1 1 8 1 ty 

how much I a, bo: 


 Prior-Park, December 29th, 195. 


L ETT TER NEIL | 


4 Have the fvvodt a your very kird letter of the zoth | 
paſt, while one from me was travelling to you on the road. | 
Is not there ſomething very original in Fontenelle's proſe comedi ies? 
I mean with reſpect to the modern Drama. For I think them a fine 
and very ſingular copy of the ancient. And though I be not ſuch an 
idolizer of antiquity as Harris, yet they have great charms for me. 
The Abdolomine is properly ſpeaking the maſter- piece. | 

As to the preface, he has ſtruck out ſome curious hints, but he 
has the view of his ſubject only throu gh a miſt. It greatly more 
confirms, than oppoſes, your ſyſtem. But what will be of chief 


uſe is, that it will be able to excite new ideas in you to perfect your 
ſubject 


— 


1 1 1 


ſubject. You pleaſe me more than you can conceive in your new 
project of making your note on the Drama into a diſſertation. for the 
| firſt vol. and the importance, and, as it is handled, the novelty of 
the ſubject requires it ſhould be thrown into a form of more dignity. 
Spare no pains and go upon it directly. I will be to you inſtead of 
Moliere's old woman; for I find I am growing into one apace. _ 

I think you have altered our friend's ſcheme to much advantage. 
| Leſs preciſion is expected when we addreſs the public obliquely, than 
when directly. And the novelty. is rather an advantage. For a 
preface is held fo much a thing in counſe, that it is 3 paſſed 
over unread, as matter of form. 

| You ſurpriſe me when you tell me you had not much bene the 
Philoſophy of Grammar, after having given ſuch proofs of ſo 
maſterly criticiſm. But it will be a pleaſure to you to know that you 
may conſider it, if you pleaſe, in a very maſterly work, the Gram- 
maire generale et raſſonnde. It comes from the people of Port Royal; 
but while they were Divines, and Philoſophers, and Critics, and long 
before they became ſchiſmatics and fanatics. It is a little book which 
you may buy upon any ſtall for fix-pence, while one of Tom Hearne's 
Monks will coſt you ten or twenty ſhillings. Harris ſpeaks coldly in 
favour of it, but I wonder how he happened to ſpeak in favour of it 

at all. He is exactly the writer you deſcribe—now to W nw 


3 nonſenſe leaning, Juſt as antiquity inclines him. 


Pray do you know Byrom's character, or have you ſeen his two 
epiſtles, one a year or two ago on occaſion of Sherlock's book of pro- 
phecies, and the other juſt now, on Enthuſiaſm ? He is certainly a 

man of genius, plunged deep into the rankeſt fanaticiſm. His 
poetical epiſtles ſhew him both; which, were it not for ſome unac- 
* countable negligences in his verſe and language, would ſhew-us that 
he has hit upon the right ſtyle for familiar didactic epiſtles in verſe. 
He is very libellous upon me ; but I Som him NY for he is 
not yore but mad, | 


Fan ad, 1 51•2. . | : | : 
| my ; Toh LETTER 
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ET TER XA 
ve Pra- Pe. va, 5th, 17 25 


| I Now perſecute you with my W " Bot this is 
written at the deſire of Mr. Charles Vorke, who 1 is now with me, to 
make his beſt compliments to you, and to let you know how ſincerely 
he eſteems you. We read over together laſt night your diſcourſe 
on the Drama. You cannot conceive how greatly taken he is with it. 
He eſteems it a maſter-piece ; and, when I told him you intended to 
improve it, he ſaid you might enlarge it, but he could not ſee how 
you could much improve it. But he made two obſervations, which he 
deſired me to communicate to you, the firſt in p. 79—< Add to this 
« that when the imagined end,” &c. he thinks this paragraph obſcure, 
and that the obſcurity ariſes from your uſing imagined end for action: 
p- 95, laſt part—he thinks you ſhould illuſtrate the fault, you there 
detect, of mixing comedy and farce, by the exam ple of Moliere or 5 
Ben Johnſon, or both, who have mixed farce more or leſs in almoſt. 
all their beſt comedies ; ; but thoſe comedies are better or worlſe, 
according to the leſs or greater quantity of farce. Moliere has ſome 
quite free, as the Tartuff and Miſanthrope ; if Johnſon has any free, 
it is the Alchymiſt ; Mr. Y. thinks, the . I think not,— 
Sir Pol,'s Tortoiſe 1 is farcical, | 


Ho 0 0 SRO 


181 3 8 > 


Ero 


| 1 Have your favour of the roth. Mr. 85 Yorke who s 

much your ſervant, has juſt left us. 
As to. Byrom's notion of enthuſiaſm, I agree with FT, in this, that f 

it is fooliſh to confine the paſſion to Religion, when it ſpreads through 
all human life : but I diſagree with him in ſuppoſing an intenſe appli- 
cation of the mind to any object, is enthuſiaſm. If. I were to define 
it, I would fay it is ſuch an irregular exetciſe of it as makes us give 2 
ſtronger aſſent to the conclufion, than the evidence of the premiſes will 
warrant, —then reaſon begins to be betrayed, and then enthuſiaſm 
properly commences. , This ſhews why enthuſiaſm is more frequent 
in religious matters than i in any. other ; for thoſe intereſts being very 
momentous, the paſſions bear the greateſt ſway, and reaſon is the 
leaſt heard. This, too, detects the ſophiſm of Byrom' $ epiſtle.- — 
You define an epic poem (by calling it a deſperate undertaking) as well 
as the Quack did a fever before the Coll. of Phyſicians, when he 
called it à dj emper, they could not cure. M wife (who by the way 
ſays you are a Courtier) to whom l read what you fay of this 2d bobk, * 
bids me tell you, that the freſh gale you | mention 1$ very refreſhing to 
her: that ſhe has been. fo long fatigued with 2 variety of forms, or 
dead calms, in poems and romances, that ſhe would give any money 
for a good gentle breeze. 

I have juſt received our 5 friend's Js 17 are to be 
prefixed to his Elfrida. Nothing could be better imagined than the 
form into which he has put his obſervations. The matter is in the 
French mode, effleure, but ſo agrecably and fo ſenſibly conducted, that 
I am ſure it is fitter for the public, than a more profound recherche. 
I can give him a better picture for the iluſtration of his ſubject than 
Le Brun's laughter of the Innocents. It i is the famous Belifarius of 


| ” + Of Brows, Ms. B's epic pom * 8 5 | 
„„ 1 8 Vandike 


9 


Vandike, at Ld. Burlington s, Where there is a ſpectator, an affiflant figure, 
exactly for his purpoſe. Beliſarius ĩs ſitting blind upon a bank begging 
of ſome paſſengers, who afford their afliſtance. A commander, as he 
paſſes by, obſerves this diſtreſsful ſcene. You ſee him ſtop ; his caſque 
thrown upon the ground; his hands folded, and, in his countenance, 
all the diſguſt at his profeſſion, ariſing from his view of this miſerable 
reverſe of military glory. — With regard to the Athaliah of Racine, 
pray rell him that 1 think he will find in young Racine's life of his 
Father a more exact aeconnt of the fate of that play, . and more to his 
purpoſe. — But whien 1 have examined the letters more carefully, 5 
wilt communicate whit T have further to lay of them to our friend 
himfelf: whom never 1 hope 7 fhalt find, in a Hort time, in 
town. ; 
Apropos... 1 ah my dis ſet forward for London Wee . 
From whence I propoſe to return hither about the 18th of F ebruary. 
And I will tell you what the family are all now thinking of. that 
poſlibly I may have intereſt enough with you. to come to London to 
us, and aecompany us down hither. We have a corner in our coach 
for you, and one of my ſervants can ride your horſe. I am ſenſible 
that your turn at Whitehall is not till Spring, and conſequently, that 
buſineſs may confine you much where you are: which is the reaſon I 
Have marked the preciſe time of our return, that you. may take your 
own time in coming to us at London, though the ſooner the better: 
and by that time you. grow tired of P.. P. your preaching time may 
approach, and you will not have a great deal further to go from hence 
to London, than from Cambridge to London. I need not tell you, 
who have ſeen Mr. Allen, the pleature ; it will give | us all if this | can 
be done to your convenience. 
Adieu, my dear friend, and believe that wherever you and 1 are, 
whether together or at a diſtance, == have a ſincere friend i in * wi 
faithful ſervant. . 
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8 Thank you. * your kind letter of os I Sch. 


The Sdlicitor 1 find, uſes. the word, Univerſity, as the Manic 1 | 


& the word, C hurch, to ſignify. themſelves, excluſive. of thoſe who 
in reality. ok both one: and the other. But you have Lived in the 
world to a fine purpoſe,. not to Know that, at this very day, the 
| Church reſides at Lambeth, and the Univerſity. in Linroln s- Inn- 


Fields. Many : a good chriſtian is like to live and die without the pale of 5 


the Church; and many a learned Academic to remain unmatriculated. 
Bol. “s letters on hiftory, you know, I had read formerly. But it 


was eight or nine years ago, and I had forgot every word he had ſaid 


againſt the Canon, as well as every word I had faid for it. Which 


made me anxious about the fate of that ſcrub paper which I had ſo 


fooliſhly ſcribbled, and in fo much hurry. But the peruſal of the 
book has ſet me at reſt. You will know why, when I tell you I 


| heartily with that all who hereafter ſhall-be fo, weak: or ſo wicked to 


write againſt Revelation, may write juſt dike this formidable polifician. 


I muſt laugh with you, as I have done with qur friend Balguy, far 


one circumſtance. : His Lordſhip has abuſed, the lawyers. as | heartily 
as he has done the clergy: only with this difference, he is angry with 
us for ging Metaphyſics, and with them for nat uſing it. I know 


why. He has loſt many a cauſe in a Court of Juſtice, becauſe the 
| Lawyers wauld not interpret his up facts into metaphyſical Gnas : and 


been defeated in many an argument in co arfation, becauſe divines 


would not allow that true metaphyſics ended in nανLHðZʒƷ . I Mmyſolf, 
who am but in my elements, a mere Ens SY 85 e 


3 W him exe now. 


- 


a Ms March a . 1 7 52. ; 
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Nothing has pleaſed me more a long time than your viſiting the 
Biſhop of London and Mr. Charles Yorke, and the kind reception 
you met with from both.. I know they both truly honour your parts 
and virtues. I would have you cultivate your acquaintance with 
them: they are both worthy of your affiduity. They both love 
learning and virtue. And don't you remember the proverb A good 
word at Court is better than a penny m the purſe. 

At Mr. Allen's deſire F acquaint you with all our motions from this 
time to Chriſtmas next. From hence to that time the family will be 
always here (where you may be ſure you will be always welcome), 
except in the months of June, Auguſt, and to the middle of Sep- 
tember. The times I myſelf ſhall be abſent, during that period, are 
from the middle of April to the latter end of June, and the month of 
November. 


LETTER XLIL 


Dri indloſeds' (0 uncommon a El of your pardairy 
and esd for me), muſt needs, you will believe, if I have any 
modeſty, very much confound me; and, if I have any ſenſe, ſhew 
me what my criticiſms ought to have been, not what they are. Yet 
for all that,' what between the vanity of being praiſed by fach a 
writer, and the willingneſs of lying under obligations to ſueh a friend, 
I will confeſs my weaknefs in telling you how much fatisfaction the 
groundleſs part of it, that which relates to myſelf, gave me; for as 
to the other part, which is new; ſolid, and 9 wm lid. it 1 
e give = the Wong fatisfaction.. | 


"3 * Dedication of the Art of Poetry, ke. Bi ½ * 


, 
ID \ 


| I OY 
- Your defiring to ſee my diſcourſe on Plu tarch made me laugh, 
though I ſhould rather have bluſhed, for my boaſting of a thing which 
yet is unfiniſhed, that is, only one third part drawn out,- and the 


other three, amongſt which is the paſſage in queſtion, only planned, 

and the canvaſs of it put upon paper. And both one and the other 
are at Prior-Park. I will endeavour to make myſelf a little better 

underſtood. Amongſt the ſeveral ſophiſms of Plutarch's compariſon 


between Ath. and Sup. this is one, where he ſpeaks of the actual (not 
potential) effects of each, inſtead of conſidering what Atheiſtical and 


Superſtitious men have ever done, ſince there were two ſuch characters, 
he only tells us what are the natural effects of two ſuch paſſions in 
the abſtract, ſimple, and unmixed, which they never are in the 


concrete. And would perſuade us that what ſuch ſimple paſſions- 
naturally produce, they do- produce in thoſe men in whom they are 
found to be the reigning paſſions. In this conſiſts the ſophiſtry; but 
I rather ſuppoſe he impoſed unknowingly on himſelf, than deſignedly 
on his reader. And this I propoſed to illuſtrate in a note by the 
conduct of dramatic poets, who. inſtead of drawing the covetous man, 
the extravagant man; drew ſimple avarice, and extravagance, un- 


mixed, and there being no ſuch thing in nature, their drawings become 


_ unnatural. Monſters of their own imagination, of which there are no 


archetypes. This is more profeſſedly done in the two plays I named: 
but more or leſs in every writer who has _ 425 od charatter, | 


even Moliere not excepted.. 
When I mentioned this to you, , to be — 5 notice of i in your 
diſcourſe on the drama, I did not mean it for a correction of any part 
of it, but for an addition; it will not ſerve to make your diſcourſe 


more correct, but more complete. And I think it too conſiderable 


to be omitted. I dare ſay you now underſtand my whole meanin g· 


but if you be diffident, and yet approve the addition, it is on! y ſending, 
it me when you have drawn it out, and perhaps it may ſtart new 


hints to me.on the ſubject, that may make it more to your mind. 
PO , og 
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Vou have not yet told me, what time this ſummer, we may hope 
£0 ſee you at Prior-Park. I gave yon, by Mr. Allen's direftions, the 


arte du pam, that you mig TT DEN ear route to 8 _ 
convenience. 


i 
! 


 Bedfard-Row, e. 1752. Fe 


LETTER XLUIL 


— 


Beord-Rew, 2 540 1752. 


| A ith eve t cee Lien you di Wag re- 
minded me that I ſhould have wrote to you before, to convey a word 
or two, by you, to Mr. Maſon. You know bow the thing ſtands 
with his northern Lord. And you know my ſentiment on it. A 
_ Httlle after Mr. Maſon had left us, Mr. C. Yorke, who is willing to 
do all obliging offices to my friends, as well as ready to do juſtice to 
merit, chanced to mention that affair. He faid he had met the 
E. of Rockingham, at ſome public place, and complimented him on 
his diſpoſition to Mr. Maſon, and thence took an opportunity of ſaying 
what he thought moft advantageons of him. What paſſed of this 
kind is of little moment, only. I could find by it, that allwho had fpoke 
of Mr. Maſon to Ld. Rockingham, had neither been fo candid nor ſo | 
generous as Mr. Yorke. The thing moſt material is to Jet Mr. M. 


know Mr. Y-s opinion of the invitation; and I am the rather obliged 


10 it, -as Mr. V. S is different from mine. - He'thinks Mr. M. is likely 
to attach that Lord's liking to him, as he is a young nobleman of 
Elegance, and loves mufic and 1 His . hefays, is as 


— oxi | 


tw) 


eighty in nu Eren man's can be who i bot Wkly to Ulm te Vaffntles 
and in a word thinks. Mr. M. ſhould not refuſe the offer. I faid to 
him all on the other ſide T had faid to Mr. M. and we parted Ii like 
two of Tully's difputants. He ſeemed ily I ſhowld teln 487 73 
acquaint your friend with what paſſed. = 5 
It gives me great pleaſure, that you have fixed your tune FM ſeeing; 
us; and it will all our family, and you have rightly choſen the 
_ fineſt feafon of the year for an excutfion. I am fo indolent and ſo 
- trrefolute, that I remain at preſent under a total uncertainty whether 
I ſhall ſtay where I am to the middle of June, or whether I ſhall go 
ten days hence into Lincolnſhire. If I do that, I ſhall not return to 


London at Trinity term; but croſs the country back to P. P. But 


you ſhall be troubled with an account of all my motions. And Mr. 
Towne ſhall know, one way or other, what you think of him. 
You could not do him more real honour than by diſtinguiſhing him 
from that deteſtable crowd of one's acquaintance who have their 
principles to ſeek, and their opinions to chooſe ; re, as it pleaſes: 
chance, and 7heſe,. as their intereſt varies. Vou are ſo much the man 
after my own heart, that al all your ſentiments- give me the picture of: 


my own mind. 
You ſay very truly, and with admhable diſcernment of Voltaire, 


that not only the ſpecies * of writing is wrong and abſurd, hut that he 
has executed it poorly though ſpeciouſſy. His firſt vol. I think the 
deſt. The anecdotes in the ſecond are too trifling, and the Politico- 
theological diſſertations on Calviniſm, Janſeniſm, Quietiſm, &c.. 
below all criticiſm. But they are as well received by the great 
vulgar, as Ld. Orrery's immortal book was by the ſmall. Yet don't 
- miſtake me. It would be a kind of literary profanation to compare 
the Engliſh Author to the French. Voltaire has fine parts, and is 

a real genius, the other is the worſt writer that ever defiled fair 


| —— is volts A®-yaies 1s ate tera Va 
| vd dhe gil of Louis XIV. by Voltaire. H. : 
E have- 


I have thoughts of ſending you very ſhortly, a ſpecimen of my 
yol. of Sermons, to have your and Mr. Balguy's free thoughts on : 
them. You ſhall ſee the firſt four. To tell yon truly, and without 
affectation, I don't know what to think of them. If you think as 
_ diffidently as I do, pray tell me fo, and I will make ſhort work : for 
the ſhorteſt folly is the beſt. I think to ſend all that will be printed, 
which will be the four firſt. Two are in the common way, of 
chooſing a text to give one an opportunity of ſaying what one wants 
to ſay : the other two are in what, I think, a a better, the- explanation 
of the text. | > bs 0 


P. S. Pray tell our friend Mr. B. how obliged I am to him for his 
laſt kind . which I * eee very ſoon. 


„ LETTER XIV. 


Tu E printer would not b me to a my pro- 
ä miſe in ſending four ſermons, and you will be tired enough with theſe 

three, beſides the fourth was only a kind of corollary of the third. 
Pray do you and Mr. Balguy exerciſe your judgment freely on 
them, and, to encourage you, let me tell you I am not blind to all 
| their faults. The firſt 1 think too ſuperficial, and in ſome parts 
(which makes ſuper ficiality an inexcuſable fault), not very clear. 
The laſt head of the 2d ſermon I fear is a little cloudy. The uſes 
in the 3d ſermon are too ſhort and abruptly delivered. —The moſt 
ſenſible thing Garth ever ſaid, he faid to his enemies, that for every 
fault they diſcovered in his writings, he would ſhew them two. I 
can ſafely ſay, I will ſhew them two hundred in mine for every fingle 
fault my enemies are ever likely to find. out —It was odd, as you 
| ee. 


„ 5 
obſerve, that Voltaire ſhould tranſlate the line from Pope, as it is in 
the laſt edition. I perſuaded the latter to alter Miracles to Prodigtes, 
not only for the religion, but the reaſon of the thing. It was not 
only declaring againſt Miracles, but it was arguing inconcluſively : 
prodigies being natural effects; whoſe cauſes we being ignorant of, we 
have made them ideal creatures of. a diſtin& ſpecies: as ſoon as we 
come to the knowledge of the cauſes, prodigies are no longer a diſtinct 
ſpecies, but rank with all other natural effects. But it is no conſequence 
that when nature is known no miracles remain ; becauſe miracles 
imply ſupernatural effects, therefore, theſe are conſiſtent with the whole 
knowledge of nature. Vet this was one of the ſpecigſa dictata of 
Bollingbroke, Who was fond of the a: and = did 1 not ſee the 
e 
Don't you 1 comenber: I Lpredigudts to you ice would be the Ea 
* Dr. Middleton s poſthumous works, unleſs the town had them like 
their mackrel, while their mouths. were juſt in reliſn. They have 
not waited long; yet Manby tells me he has not ſold three hundred of 
the ſeparate vol. in which they are contained. And yet theſe are as 
well written as any thing he publiſhed himſelf. 


[4 * 


* * 


L E a R N 
5 1 Make all proper abatement for the judgment, your 
giedi dictates. It is enough - ſor me that à volume of theſe 
chings will be juſt worth printing. The fifth ſermon, which will be 
on the character and office of the Son, and the ſixth, on the office and 


operation of the boly ſpirit, will be rather tracts, than ſermons. - I ſhall 
_ have there occaſion to conſider the hypotheſis of Middleton about 


M 8 95 


[% 1 


prophecy, fo far as he vontradicts the Bp. of L. and likewi „ | 
notion of inſpiration of Scripture, and the gift of tongues on the day 
of pentecoſt. But it will be but fe que]. The ſeventh perhaps 


will be, of the nature of the Lord's Supper, in which I pretend to 


overthrow the principles of the plain account, and upon his own terms, 
which, I think, has not yet been done.——But do you think I can be 
very proud of what I can do, when I read attentively, as I have oft 
done, your diſcourſe of imitation, and written at your years! ; 
Dodſley's editors intended to fritter my diſcourſe on Virgit's VIth B. 
into notes, which I could not hinder but by allowing them to tran- 
ſcribe it entire. But I have done like common offenders when they _ 
aro taken, impeached my friends and accomplices. I have diſcovered 
to them where two excellent notes are hid, on a paſſage in the third 
Georgie; which they have ſeized upon with great eagerneſs. The 
truth of the matter is, I ſuppoſe this edition of Virgil will be but a 
gallimaufry (from one concerned in the direction of it, Spence, who is 
an extreme poor creature, and has met his reward, as all ſuch do), and 
I was willing to have you in with me to keep me in oountenance. 


Bedford- Rot, May 20th, 1752. 
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L ETTER R XLVI. 


| 1 Hare your e of two kind letdsrw hs, 
Though you ſeem to be ſatisfied as to the objection in p. 22 of the 
ſermons, yet I think it fo well founded, that, by your leave, . 
r and expreſs myelf ein if Sea N 


1 


The pee ien about e in Pope's works, was a wanton 


flouriſh, alluding to the popiſh doctrines, and ſo Mr. P. underſtood it. 
But I find how fooliſh it was, ner it has given a handle to my ferib- 
5 Dürr which I did not know till you told me. 

The purpoſe of the ſecond ſermon was only to evince God's moral 
ertenment againſt one objection, a very fooliſh one, but a very 
faſhionable, rhe immenſity of the wniverſe. ] argued indeed more 


irgely towards the end of it; ann broke-into the unity of the deten by 


And the diſcourſe is not the better for it. 
I have got your dillertation, which has afforded n ? 920 pleaſure. 
All the additions and improvements are truly excellent. The abſurd 


 ſophiſtry of Fontenelle is delicately -and folidly unravelled. And your 


whole deſign is TO nor . I: _ idea "= its _ made more 
. fo 


Qu“ whether in your diſcourls of the rally of. ning paſſions 


in Comedy, inſtead of charaZers, you ſhould not, or could not, find 
occaſion to ſay, that one purpoſe of the obſervation» was to prevent 


men's carrying your preference of plays of  tharafter to plays of 


intrigue into an extreme? for it is certain that this juſt fondneſs for 
plays of charatter led ſome great writers into this miſtake, 

As to what you fay of my fearbers, Tue e ien e 5 
proud of them, now I fee them fabricated 3 but it is that kind of 
pride in which the Valcans of the Staffordſhire forges exult, when 


they ſee their iron-ore transformed into thoſe. beautifully painted 
and enamelled and gilded utenſils, made at Birmingham, for the 


cabinets of the curious. In ſhort, I can't tell you how. greatly I 
admire all your additions and im ee And the ſooner you 
ſend it to the preſs the better. 

But you was made for higher things: and my greateſt pleaſure is, 
that you give me a hint, you are impatient to purſue them. What will 


not ſuch a capacity and ſuch a pen do, either to ſhame or to improve 


. a miſerable age! The Church, like the Ark of Noah, is worth 


M a2 7555 fſaving; 
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A g not for the ſake of the unclean beaſts and vermin ahats almoſt 
filled it, and probably made moſt noiſe and clamour in it, but for the 
little corner of rationality, that was as much diſtreſſed by the ſtink : 
within, as by the tempeſt without. | 
I have read over (chap. III. again. ant again, 151 find nil new 
beauties in it. What you ſay of the ſameneſs of character, which 
politeneſs makes in courts, is admirable — nothing but the frong play 
of the paſtions, as you well expreſs it, can ſtrip off the diſguiſe. Bůy 
the way, is not this a new reaſon, even for the ſake of character, for 
actions being the principal object of Tragedy? 3p 6954 

There are ſome fine ſtrokes of raillery- which pleaſe me WY 
And nothing can be more apropos than your concluding quotation.— 
Iwill conceal no weakneſs of mine from you. I will own I am 
proud to be commended by ſuch a writer. And I ought not to be 
grudged this vanity ; for I make myſelf but amends; for the mortifica- 
tion you make me ſuffer in ſeeing ſo many excellencies united in a 
young author, that old ones labour after in vain. 22 

I leave the town for Prior-Park on Monday, but have hon care 
to have your papers re-conyeyed to you by the ſame way they came. 
With them, I have put up a thing of my own, without either head 
or tail; that is to ſay, part of my diſcourſe on the myſteries in the new 
edition, only to give you a ſpecimen of the edition. You may bring 
it with you when you come to us. Only, if I ſhould want it before, 
will eqyou know. 7 12 eee a Tos 


ingen. 2 I 13h 1 1752. : 5 | 
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LETTER XLVIL 


| Prior-Parks July ih 17 oh | 


I am His you Sede your papers back, ſafe. What 
came into my head ſince concerning them, was only this.—I think 
you have taken notice of the famous characters of Theophraſtus, 
where paſſions and not men are coloured. Pray would an obſervation 
ſomething like this be worth the making. Dramatic poets would be 


likely to juſtify the fault you condemn by the example of that great 
| maſter. But you may fay it would be by the ſame indiſcretion, a 


painter would be guilty of who ſhould employ the excellent colours 


| he finds upon the pallet of a great maſter, in the ſame ſtate they lie 
there, ſimple and unmixed, and without compounding, to fit them 
for that infinite variety of faces and tints, requiſite for the gwen. 


of exiſting nature. | 
I am glad you don't dilike my improvements of che D. L. Witlt 


regard to which J will tell you an anecdote, that, however, for ought | 


J know, I have told you before. But it is no great matter if I have. 
When the London Clergy pretended to be alarmed, and took fire at 
the D. L. and were encouraged in their violence by Potter, the late 
A. B.(who however had the meanneſs, when I expoſtulated the matter 
with him, to deny every thing) ; he and they had endeavoured to 
perſuade certain perſons of great name for learning, with them, 


(amongſt the reſt one, who had been a little before in a controverſy 


with Middleton, about his letter to Waterland) „to write againſt my 
book. They gave out. they had engaged theſe conſiderable hands in 
this ſervice, who were to demoliſh the book. On which I reſolved to 
be prepared for them (who, by the way, thought better of it), and 
2 0 it the ſevereſt examination myſelf. I ſet about this work with 
| 33 
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1 86 J 
great care. I detected (which 1 dare ſay you will think I was beſt 
able to do) all the weak parts of it. I ſhewed no mercy to them; 
and then endeavoured to defend them, the beſt I could. I went 
through the work and committed it to paper: which, I thought, I 1 
| ſhould ſoon have uſe enough of. But what do you think was the 
iſſue? In the firſt place, as I ſaid, theſe heroes of literature refuſed to 
be engaged. But, in their ſtead, there was an army of volunteers. 
My buſineſs with theſe was merely curioſity. I wanted to ſee if any 
of them had hit upon the weak parts, I had been with ſo much pains 
providing for. And I can aſſure you, that not one of them has been 
yet found out by my enemies; and do yet remain a ſecret between 
God, my conſcience, and my friends. By my friends I mean, all 
| thoſe men of true learning, who, without doubt, ſee them as well as 
I do; but for the fake of other things, which if not well executed, 
they have the candour to believe well intended, think ou * to be par- 
doned, and not objected to a fallible author. 
| You talk of Jackſon's Chronology, on which occaſion you quote 
a line of Mr. Pope, which he would have envied you the application 
of; and would certainly have drawn a new character of a diving anti- 
guarian, for the pleaſure of applying this line to him, As for 
Jackſon, you, would hardly think (after what had paſſed between us) 
that all his account of the myſteries ſhould be one entire theft from 
me, a tranſcript of my account, without one word of acknowledg- 
ment: for which I ſhall make him all due acknowledgments in a note. 
The wretch has ſpent his days in the republic of letters, juſt as your 
vagabonds do in the ſtreets of London, in one unvaried courſe of 
begging, railing, and flealing. | 
The Biſhop of Exeter's book againſt the Methodiſts is, I think, 
on the whole, compoſed well enough (though it be a bad copy of 
Stillingfleet's famous book of the fanaticiſin of the Church of Rome) to 
do the execution he intended. —In puſhing the Methodiſts, to make 
them lite every * that 1 is bad, he compares their fanaticiſm to the 
| ancient 


11 


ancient myſteries ; but as the myſteries, if they had ever been good, 
were not in the Bp.'s opinion, bad enough for this purpaſe, he therefore 
endeavours to ſhew, againſt me, that they were abominations even 
from the beginning. As this contradicts all antiquity fo evidently, 
I thought it would be ridiculous in me to take any notice of him. 

Our excellent friend Mr. C. Yorke eſcaped* narrowly with his life, 
This makes me think all the reſt a trifle. Though he has loſt 
(together with excellent chambers of his own) an excellent library, 
and, what is irreparable, all the ſtate papers of his great uncle 
Lord Somers, in thirty or forty vols. in folio, full of very material 
things for the hiſtory of thoſe times ; which I {peak upon y own 
knowledge. 

Poor Forſter (whom I kw juſt W a letter from) is over- 
Aan with deſolation for the loſs of his maſter. I quoted his 
caſe to our friend Balguy for his conſolation. But you ſay— I will 
have no maſter - which, I confeſs, is the beſt conſolation of all. 
Reckon upon it, that Durham goes to ſome noble eccleſiaſtic. Tis a 
morſel only for them. Our Grandes have at laſt found their way 
back into the Church. I only wonder they have been fo long about 
it. But be aſſured that nothing but a new religious revolution to 

ſweep away the fragments that Harry the VIIIch left, after banqueting 
old the cradle and the throne of the younger nobility. And this 
nurſing-mother will, I OY once more vie * ol eri 
Berecynthia— * 


Læta Deum i centurn es Rag 
Omnes Cclicolas, omnes ſapera alia ne ew 

—You mention Noah's Ark. I have really forgot what I ſaid of 
it. But I ſuppoſe 1 compared the Church to it, as many a grave 
divine has done before me.— The Rabbins make the giant Gog or 
wal nen., with Neb * ie by. his preaching. 


+ From a fre Lac . * 8 | 
: | 0 
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80 as be u was diſpoſed to take the benefit of the Ark. But here lay 
diſtreſs: it by no means ſuited his dimenſions. Therefore, as he 
could not enter in, he contented himſelf to ride upon it aftride. And 
though you muſt ſuppoſe that, in that ſtormy weather, he was more 
than half-boots over, he kept his ſeat and diſmounted ſafely, when 
the Ark landed on mount Ararat. Image now to yourſelf this 
illuſtrious Cavalier mounted on his hackney : and ſee if it does not bring 
before you the Church, beſtrid by ſome lumpiſh miniſter of ſtate, 
who turns and winds it at his pleaſure. The only difference i is, that 
Gog believed the 1 gant of r bN me 1 9 
| I am, &c. f | = 


LETTER XI VII. 


on interpretation nof Hos nds Cc. * is very inge - 
nious, it is more natural, it is more-of a piece, in ſhort 1 like it 
better than my own. © But here lies the difficulty. You go upon the 
principle of making a corrupt ſentence confirmed. But how could 
that be faid, to be confirmed, which was FOTO and ſet | to Se ch | 
Nec vero he fine forte datzyih 

But this is not the worſt. Virgil PEW not of ped theſs Son 
as ſtationed (like the infantum anime and the mæſti inſontes), by 
a judgment already paſt 424 them, but” as * a NED when 
Hneas 0 ile hind I 


Quæſitor Minos urnam movet; ile n „ 
e vocat, vitaſque et crimina Klei. 9 


nn, wndarfian atdats Bax ite . 


. 


5 purgatery OY Ho, ned 9 1 were N but the 5 


See D. L. Book 2. Sefte 4+ p. 271, * * 


1 6 5 


various ſeats in the infernal regions, of reward or - punilhment. 
You will fay if this were the caſe, they 'are ftrangely jumbled in 
between the Infants and the Suicides, who are both doomed and 


ſtationed.” And fo fay I. This ſmells of an unfiniſhed Poem, and. 


had he lived to give it his laſt hand, he would have placed them, 
I ſuſpe&t,—partes ubi ſe via findit in ambas, &c. Theſe were my 
thoughts of this paſſage on my firſt commenting on this VIth 


Book: and theſe led me to what I thought the poet hinted at in the 


| Gorgias. And I the rather thought he had it in his eye both becauſe 
the fable was a celebrated one, and becauſe he has Plato all the way 


much in his eye. But here is the difference between your interpreta- 


tion and mine: yours makes this circumſtance of more importance, 
and more of a- piece with the genius of his work, by making it a 
political leſſon: mine only a poetical embelliſhment of a celebrated fable 
of antiquity: in ſhort, yours is to be preferred, if you can fairly 
account, on the principles of it, for Minas and his urn. At preſent, 
as he is only buſied about theſe delinquents, I cannot but think that 
Virgil deſcribes him as he was employed by Plato. 

At your leiſure you will conſider of it. And whether we e agree 


upon yours or mine, I find I ſhall have occaſion to make ſome : 


alterations which this rude ſhock of an objection has given to my crazy 


ſyſtem of the Damnati. Had this vol. of the D. L. been now to 


write, . it would have been another ſort of thing, with you: aſliſtance. 


But as I ſay this only out of my paſh 
knowledge, I have ſufficient amends in 


* thoughts, that you per- 


ſiſt in your reſolution to turn your parts and learning to the ſtudy of 
the great truths of religion. On which head, I ſhall uſe the words 


of Mr. P. to me, and I hope with more influence and ſuccels,— 
#erumque iterumque monebo. : | 
The incloſed ſcrap of paper is for our Friend Mr. Maſon. I 
promiſed it to him. It ſeems to be the heads of a diſcourſe on the 
birth and genealogy of Engliſh poetry. It is in Mr. P.'s own hand; 


but Rue to want a poetical decipherer to make any thing of it. 
N i You 
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1 
ou are a very courtly man to make apologies for your favours, 
and for favours I moſt value, the hearing frequently from yau. Be 
confident of my conſtant love and affection. For you are the man 
pure, racket wh = V 
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Weymouth, Dorſeſhire Auguf x7ths 17 52. 


Tas Goths and Vandals of a court have driven me 
from the moſes to the ſea nymphs ; whoſe favours I here court every 
morning ; .but abſtain from this profane commerce, like A Sad 
Chriſtian Prieſt, on Sundays. 

But the houſe is now again diſburthened of its * honours,* 
and I ſhould return thither before the family, but that Mr. C. Yorke 
has, mal a propos, ſent me word he would come down to me, ſo that 
whether I can get from hence, before the family, is very uncertain. 
They return before Michaelmas, and all of us with the pleaſing 
expectation of your performnce of your promiſe. > you {ball hear 
more preciſely the day of our return. 

I have been toſſed about, like the poor Britons i in n Gildas, from ble 

fea to the Saxons, and from the Saxons to the ſea, 1 expect my amends 
in your viſit. 

I think your reading of he's two lines Hs juxta, Kc. very fine, and 
almoſt envy you for it. | | 7 | 


Mr. Allen had lent his houſe, ar ratio Princeſs Amin; who was there ome weeks 
to drink the Bath waters. H. : 
| 1. am 
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5 am n pleaſed. with your attendance, on the Aſizes, and to ſee truth 
and juſtice kiſs each other, though it be a parting kiſs; and you was 
to be ſucceeded by Chicane. However I hope the worthy Sheriff will 
take care, with the aſſiſtance of the grand jury, to get the impreſſion 
5 this kiſs. Pray how is Kit Nevil in his health and ſpirits? 

He partakes of the one brother's vivacity, and the other's phlegm, 
with a better underſtanding, I think, than either. All this together 
makes a very fingular compoſition, and uſed to ſubje& him to 
many inequalities, amongſt which however his virtue and his honour | 
diſtinguiſhed him ever, from the country ſquires he choſe ſometimes 
to converſe with to the negle& of better company, and whom he 
more eſteemed : I mean the clergy of Grantham, with ſome of whom 
he had been bred from. his infancy; and who, I believe, thought 
themſelves a little neglected by him, fince I left the country: for while 
I was there, I brought them frequently together, as a middle term. 
In a word I efteem and honour him, and can't but be pleaſed at his 
kind reſentment of my friendly endeavours to. ſerve and oblige him. 
Frank Barnard is a man of unuſual honour and ſentiments of friend- 

ſhip in his commerce of the world. 


LETTER L. 


| Bedford Row, December I 5th, 17 52. 


Mr DEAREST 8 


Fe OR Þ you 8 be to me even e your vow”s ſuke, 
and without our perſonal attachment. I could not leave this place, 
without acknowledging your kind letter of the 5th. I kept here 
longer than you imagined ; but my coming late, the change of the 
ſtile, and a very bad cold, which has kept me long confined and 
plySckod, have thrown me later into December before my return, 

N 2 than 


* 1 
than you might reaſonably e, But 1 Prora ſetting o out w_ 
P. P. to-morrow. 
Pour good wiſhes for me are very kind: and your . 05 the t times, 
much juſter than you yourſelf imagine. Should I tell you my uſage 
through life, and yet my acquaintance in the great world has been 
only with thoſe of whom the public has ſpoke higheſt, I ſhould 
aſtoniſh you. The ſmall ſpecimen. I gave you, was but a paltry 
one, in compariſon. You. ſhall know the whole one day or other. 
For I ſhould be ſorry to go out of the world, and leave you in it, 
ignorant of this part of my hiſtory. And yet I will aſſure you 1 
deſerved other uſage. As one of your penetration will the eaſier 
credit from this circumſtance, that though ſeveral of the actors, or 
rather no actors, of courſe know ſeveral parts, yet the whole oß this 
curious hiſtory is unknown to all mankind but myſelf; and I could 
wiſh, but for the reaſon above, that I myſelf could forget it. At the 


ſame time I am ſenſible enough how much what we call chance 


governs in the affairs. of the world; that is, things falling out beſides 
the intention of the actors; and therefore ſufferers are moe 5 
to aſcribe more to injuſtice than they oughht. 

You have heard your Dioceſan is diſgraced. I ſpeak the court- 
language, where it is the mark of want of grace, to be ill with the 
Miniſter : who ſays the Bp. wanted gratitude : and that, I take to be 
as damnable a want as the other. However the great man takes 
ſhame upon himſelf for being ſo deceived in his choice. The B. is 
allowed however by all parties at Court, to be an ingenious man. 
And it is a thouſand to one the ingratitude, whatever there was in it, 
will be thrown upon that: and better care taken another time. But 
do you gueſs how it will be repaired ? I, whoam in no Court ſecrets 
but by the mere divination of a critic, can teil you—to give the 
next Biſhoprick to one who has no ingenuity at all: inſtead of effec- 
tually preventing the danger of ingratitude by promoting and attaching 
2 man of real merit; whom the nature of things no mere. ſuffers to 
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| be ungrateful,sthan it permits the elements to change their qualities. 
But Princes pick off from dunghills the curioſities for their cabinets, 
and then complain of being bewrayed. Thus does the order of things 
puniſh that bad judgment which ariſes from a worſe heart. 
'Your account of old Bp. Hall is curious and fine ; and, from what 
I have read of his Satires, I dare ſay, true. 
Tour account of your labouring through poor Birch, x made me 
ſmile. I will affure you. he has: here done his beſt, and topt his part. 
As to the Archbp. he was certainly a virtuous, pious, humane, and 
moderate man. Which laſt quality was a kind of rarity in thoſe 
times. His notions of civil ſociety were but confuſed and imperfect, 
as appears in the affair of Ld. Ruſſel. As to religion, he was 
. amongſt the claſs of latitudinarian divines. I admire his preſerving 
his moderation in all times, more than his refuſing the Archbiſhoprick 
at the time of his decay, and after a ſtroke of an apoplexy, and when 
he had the large revenue of the Deanry of St. Paul's, and when, the 
Archiepiſcopal promotion he knew would expoſe him to infinite abuſe. 
But what I admire moſt was his beneficence and generoſity, and 
- contempt. of wealth. But fee the imperfection of humanity. That 
moderation, coolneſs, and prudence (which you gueſſed right is held 


in the higheſt admiration by the. perſon yow wot of—Tillotſon is 


e his hero), this turn, I ſay, which made him ſo placable an 
enemy, made him but a cold or indifferent friend; as you may ſee, in 
part, by that exceeding ſimple narrative of Beardmore. (I uſe ſimple 
in the beſt ſenſe), for ſo imperfect are wes. as I ſay, that the human 
mind can with difficulty have that warmth. of friendſhip kindled in it: 
(which, after all, is. what. makes a two-legged animal deſerve the 
name of. man), but the ſame heat will prove noxious to others. So- 
that you ſee, if Tillotſon was defective in this, I lay the blame not 
upon him,, but upon corrupt humanity. As a-preacher I ſuppoſe his 

eſtabliſhed fame is chiefly owing to his being, the firſt City-divine who 

talked ns and wrote 1 I think the ſermons We in 


„5 8 . fe of Arc, Till. Bo" | Re | 
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his life time, are fine moral diſeourſes. They bear indeed the cha- 
racter of their author, ſimple, elegant, candid, clear and rational. 
No orator in the Greek and Roman ſenſe of the word, like Taylor: 
nor a diſcourſer in their ſenſe, like Barrow: free from their irregu- 
arities, but not able to reach their heights. On which account I 

prefer them infinitely to him. You cannot fleep with Taylor; you 
cannot forbear thinking with Barrow. But you may be much at 
your eaſe in the midſt of a long lecture from Tillotſon; clear, and 
rational, and — as s he i is. 5 e the laſt WER" —__ account 
for it. 

The length of this, is to ſhew you 5 . bade 1 . 
in yours. T own it is giving you a ſevere proof of it, but I judge of 
you by myſelf. And I think we have minds (as I am ſure we 
have hearts) ſo attuned, that we can't well be miſtaken in one 
another. Be fo good at any time before you come up in Spring to call 
on Tom Warburton. There are ſome ſhillings due to him from me. 
He laid down ſome money for my nephew when he took his degree, 
and I ſent him a bank note for it. But the odd money remains 
unpaid, which I beg you to pay him for me. It is juſt now in my 
head, which is the reaſon of this mention, leaft I ſhould quite forget it. 


6 : 7 * 4 * "x > F * 
Lo * 
; 
« . 4 * . ww. * . 7 5 
w? % 


LETTER II. 


Pri- Per, 2 1 5th, I 7 5 . 


N 1 Received your obliging letter of the r2th, and am very 
forry to underſtand (and fo i is the reſt of the family) that you have 

been ſome time out of order. Take care of PRE health. We are all 

intereſted in it. 1 

I ſometimes ſuſpected, in your „ account of your rae | 


Ls bo that you only flattered me in relatin 8 this ſtrange ſtuff: 
and 


95 1 
and that, f in pity to me, you kept back cond ſubſtantial objections 


w gk of your formidable. Cenſors. Sometimes again, I fancied it a piece of 


waggery of yours and our friends, to make me laugh. _ 
If the thing he real, and there be ſuch an objector, all I can ſay is, 


chat no Grub-ſtreet Garret ever whelpt ſo ſtupendous a dunce. As to 


ſubtilties and refinements, if an aſs could ſpeak, he would call roſe- 


leaves ſuch, that paſs over his palate unfelt; 3 while he was at his 


| ſubſtantial diet of good brown thiſtles. 


By the African torrent, u I did not mean their Syrter, ths a torrent 


of words: and, in ſuch a one, I hope, there may be 7houghts and 


expreſſions. And it is a little hard not to let me tell how they were 


modified and circumſtanced. The words that no body ever heard 
of, I believe were all naturalized before he and I were born.—He is 
for a natura model of eloquence. There have indeed been blockheads 


before him, but will hardly be any after him, who thought wordt 


natural, and not artificial. But as that is now given up, and terms 


are owned. to be arbitrary, it ſeems no very bold matter to fay all their 
combinations are ſo too,. —p. 199, I fay,' Every language conſiſts of 


ee two diſtinct parts, the ſingle terms and the phraſes and idioms.” 


My ſubje& required me here to ſpeak of the 4; parts: there are | 


but #599 : for the infleftions of ſingle terms, according to grammatical 
- congruity, are no more 4/#:2& from the terms than a cat in a hole is 


diſtinct from a cat out of a hole. I only mention this to ſhew, I do 
not write at random. In a word, if theſe wonderful objections really 


come from our Athens, be of good cheer, the Goths and Vandals, 


let them return when they will, can never hurt you. I would not ; 


willingly be ſerious on ſo deſpicable a ſubject; for the leaſt reflection 
would be enough to make one melancholy, to ſee ſo miſerable a ſpirit 

of. ity. take poſſeſſion of the ſeat. of learning,—of the breaſts 
5 of candidates for, or perhaps members of, the facred Miniſtry. And 
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be 4 eriticiſed by the . Ns here fo wel defended, may be found 
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6:06 
view in writing than to promote the common cauſe of Chriſtianity.; 
and who, as a man, never miſſed one opportunity of ſpeaking well of 
and recommending riſing merit to his betters, how much a ſtranger 
ſoever, and of whatſoever party or religion, —to his betters, I fay, 
of whom he never aſked any thing for himſelf. - You will think I am 
heated. You are miſtaken. Or if JI be moved, it is only in com- 
paſſion to ſuch miſerable tempers. I now ceaſe to wonder, | my dear 
friend, at what you ſaid in a letter or two ago, of your inclination to 

eſcape to your little Zoar. Take my word, the exterminating Angel 
is gone out, I mean the angel of dulneſs, who is ready to pour his 


Ih _ vials into the waters of Cam. —But he cannot do 1100 thing _ thou 


be come thither. 
I propoſe leaving this Rs the Lama next e The 
family will come to me the beginning of March: at the meeting 
you will much conſole them in a a ſtrange place, as ws always reckon 
London to be. | 

Mr. C. Yorke ſpent the Chriſtmas with us. 1 rowl to him your 
fine account of B p. Hall, which pleaſed him extremely. 


; x 
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LETTER 2 


Ani 5th, 1753. 


| In Have your kind letter, and am ks to find the country | 
air has reſtored you to yourſelf. Your account of Lowth's book is 
very curious. I will caſt an eye on ſome of the chapters, when I 1 
| have leiſure; and may poſſibly return ſome of his favours. 

I ſhould be ſorry that a newſpaper ſhould tell you, before I can do | 
it, of Ld. Chancellor's fayour to me ; which receives its value from 


( 67 J 


Torry that a friend who intereſts himſelf ſo much as you do in what 


concerns me, ſhould hear of the Chancellor's kindneſs to me firſt 
from a newſpaper. But enough of this: which is only conſiderable 
to me from the very obliging manner of conferring the 5 though 
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LETTER LIL 


1 Received this evening your moſt kind "WB of the 


: commentary on Horace. All writers flatter themſelves with poſterity 


and a name. And the luxury of this imagination I have ſeen, and 


| now I feel, is infinitely heightened by going down to it, inſeparably 
with ſome boſom friend. All have talked of it with pleaſure, and 
every honeſt man, I dare ſay, has felt it with more. 80 it is natural; 


therefore, why ſhould not I indulge it? And though it be a common 
boaſt, why ſhould not I make it, when you have given me ſo generous, 
ſo friendly, and ſo noble an occaſion? And I can aſſure you my 


perfect conſciouſneſs of not deſerving any thing you ſay in my favour, 

makes no abatement of my pleaſure, becauſe it ſhews, in the ſame 
proportion, the greatneſs of your affection for me, which gives me 
; the greateſt * 


O 4 : | Your 


the very e manner of doing it. Laſt Sunday he ſent me = 
meſſage with the offer of the prebend of Glouceſter as a mark of his 
regard, and wiſhes that it had been better. I deſired Mr. C. Yorke. 
to tell him, that no favours from ſuch a hand could be unacceptable. 
He ſaid he always had it in his intention; though he ſaid no more of 
bis deſign, than I did of any expectation or deſire. I ſaid I ſhould be 
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1 
{ Sane reflections on poor. Law pleaſe me for your own. falke. They 
ſhew ſuch a ſtate of mind as puts your happineſs out of fortune s 
power; and would force me to love you for it, though you had no 
other claim to my affection. But what are fifty years to a man whoſe: 
ſtudies have never been occupied upon man. The 11 ſtudy from 
whence true wiſdom is to be got. For, 


« Whether in Metaphyſics at a loſs, 
Or wandering in a wilderneſs of moſs,” 


tis pretty much the ſame, for all improvements in life. Hence in his. 
ſpeculations this poor man has been hurried. from extreme to extreme. 
One while perſecuting Dr. Middleton, at another time writing theſes 
ten times more licentious and paradoxical than the Dr.'s.—And now at 
fifty! what a miſerable thing to have his head turned about a maſter- 
ſhip : of which, by the way, he is not half ſo fit as Sancho Panga 
was for his government. 
In two or three days I ſhall ſet. out either for P. P. or Gloucefter. 
Don't you laugh when I mention Glouceſter? Birch introduced the 
directions he gave me about taking poſſeſſion, &c. not/amiſs. He 
faid it was ſo long ſince I had any preferment that I muſt have forgot 
all the formalities of the law. There was another thing he did not 
dream of, that it is ſo long fince J had occaſion to. enquire about the 
formalities, that Iam become very indifferent to the things themſelves. 
: | You ſhall hear of my motions when I have made them. In the mean . 
Sf time you will do me the juſtice to believe, that I am at all times, and 
with all affection, yours. Accept my ſincereſt acknowledgments. for 
the honour you have done me, which I ſet a higher value upon Wan 
any our . can Sive, 88 8 me to be, „ 
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LETTER Lv. 


* = 


1 Have jul got Bolingbroke 8 three tracts. The letter 
to Mr. Pope is a kind of common- place (and a poor one) of free- 
thinking objections and diſingenuity. When you have read it, you 
will ſee for what reaſon I publiſhed the firſt ſermon on the nature 
and condition of truth. Which I think obviates every thing material 
in that letter. There is a remarkable paragraph, beginning, F you 
continue ſtill [bottom of p. 521] to carry bim very evidently, — 
| {towards the bottom of p. 522] which will be explained by what I 
have told you of his great jealouſy of my taking Pope out of his 
hands, by my commentary on the great principle of the <llay, the 
following nature, and nature's God. | 

You. ſee he paſſes a ſolemn condemnation on the diſtuabers of the 
religion of one's country. Whether the editors pabliſhed this intro- 
ductory letter out of ſtupidity, or whether it was to excuſe thernſelves 
for not giving the horrid impieties which follow, and not only contradi& 
this principle, -but that other of pretending to believe the goſpel, is 
yet a ſecret. Another thing pleaſes me in this letter. It is a full con- 
futation of that invidious report, that Pope had his Philoſophy from 
' Bolingbroke, and only turned his proſe letters into verſe. For here 

it appears that the Eſſay on Man was publiſhed before Bolingbroke 
compoſed his firſt philoſophical epiſtle.— In a word, if it was not for 
the very curious and well-written letter to Sir W. Windham, this 
letter to Pope would be received with great neglect. 80 far for this 
pigmy- giant. I have lately been much better employed in ys h 
the many important improvements in your Commentary. 
_ diſcourſe before the ad vol. had it not been addreſſed to me, 1 had . 

many things to ſay; and thould have thought it . beſt . of 


compoſition I had ever ſeen in any language. 
| [s 35 1 


| | [ 100 1 | 
I write this under a great deal of pain of the gravel ; and yet I 
propoſe going in two or three days to Glouceſter : where a letter 
directed for the Rev. Mr. W. at Glouceſter, will very readily find me. 


Mr. Allen, Mrs. Allen, my wife, and all the family, defire I would 
| tell you of their moſt affectionate remembrance, 


Pra- Fes, _— agtb, 17 5 3. 


P. S. 1 have looked over the letter to Sir W. Windham. It is 
- eaſtrated of one of its moſt curious anecdotes. The fate of the 
nation is a true repreſentation ; and well explained. He rightly 
- dates our miferies from the bad peace of Utrecht, and our engage- 
ment in the late war. But there is more than ordinary impudence 
in this: as he himſelf contributed as much or more than any one 
man, to both, To the firſt, in capacity of Tory-miniſter, who 
managed the whole tranſaction : to the other, as conductor (out of 
the houſe) of that oppoſition which drove Walpole into a war (in 
order to ruin him), by eee the cauſe of the Merchant's con- 
traband trade. 1 | 


— 


n 
; | | | Prin. Furt. 


1 Received your kind letter at Glouceſter, than which 
Ang g could be more welcome, except yourſelf: though had you 
made me ſo happy, I could have more eaſily ſupplied you with a pulpit 
chan a bed. By which you may underſtand, in how much better a 
ſtate that Church is, as to its ſpirituals than its temporals. | I found 
the Chapter ima dead calm, which hath ſucceeded a ſtorm, that ended 
with the late Biſhop's life: to whom, two of the Canons had appealed 
. | A. 


IL 201 1 


s viſitor, againſt che encroaching power of the Dean, There was 


in the Dean's conduct, as in Sir Roger's picture on the fign-poſt, 


ſome features of ferocity, and a ſmall mixture of the Saracen with the 


good Chriſtian churchman. The viſitor decided in favour of the ap- 


pellants, and ſuſpended the refractory Dean, for contempt. So far all 


went well. But the Biſhop, who affected to incorporate the two moſt 
inconſiſtent characters in all nature, the Di/cip/marian and the fine 
. gentleman, the man of manners and candor (you will not aſk, another 
proof of his being a weak man), in order to temper the ſeverity of 
his ſentence, carried the ſeveral pieces of the proceſs, himſelf, to the 
Dean, - inſtead. of ſending them by the proper officers. Which the 
other moſt uncivilly took the advantage of, to carry them into Weſt- 
minſter-hall. The law is eternal. But we poor mortals have an end: 
and, with it, all our miſeries; of which a law-ſait is not the leaſt. 


The Biſhop dies, and a calm enſues. But if it had pleaſed providence 


we might have had it at a leſs expenee; than the death of an honeft 
man. The devil of diſeord had gone out inte, I don't know how 


many, of the cathedral churches „and ſet the Canons againſt their 


Dran: but having of late had buſineſs at court, he left them to their 


oven inventions. So that, peace every where preſently returned, and. | 


in moſt places, on eafier terms than we have got this reſpite from law 
and contention. For tis only a reſpite, the two parties yet breathe war 
and defiance. And here tell me; you, to whom human nature has 


no diſguiſe which you cannot penetrate, the reaſon of this ſtrange 


phenomenon, that when our good Dean, a venerable old gentleman 
of 78, is become quite ſatiated with civi/ power; he ſhould be {till fonder 

and fonder of eccl/iaftical. A day or two before Ileft Glouceſter, he 
came to me, and with much earneftneſs begged that, when I got to 


town, I would ſolicit the Chancellor to ſtrike him out of the commifſ- 


ſion of the peace: for that his age and infirmities made him utterly 
incapable of diſcharging the duty. Muſt there not be ſome ſecret 
charm in Churcb-potver, of which you and: Lare ignorant; and con- 
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Amidſt theſe high cathedral: matters, your excellent 8 
came to hand. Amongſt many adrnirable obſervations, yon will believe, 
what pleaſed me moſt was your juſt reproof of thoſe who difcover 
no ſerious ſentiments of our holy religion; I will not ſay, in their lives, 
but even in their converſations; and can talk of the wretched ſtate 
of it amongſt their friends and countrymen with the ſame phlegm and 
indifference that they ſpeak of the broken power of the ſtates of 


Holland. You ſpeak: my mind fo much in all you ſay, and my foul 


in all you think, that I ſhall know where to have recourſe for my loft 
ideas, as time and age deprive me of them. So that my firſt with 
would be to have you always near me and at hand: as my ſecond is, 
to be always in your thoughts, and to have as large a ſhire in yon 
eſteem as, in conſcience, you can allow to my infirmities. | 


I fhall ſet forward to London on Tueſday. The family left this 


place for. Weymouth laft Thurſday ; all but my wife, who would 
needs ſtay with me theſe few days, and then like a faſhionable man 

and wife {ſhe bids me tell you), we ftart out together caſt and weſt. 
She bids me Hay a great deal more, which you hall gueſs at, though 


her ſincerity deſerves better than that her ſpeeches ſhould be diſmified 
unrepeated into the land of compliments, where all things are forgotten. 


Pray let me know particularly and exactly the preſent flate uf your 
health, and what your Phyſician ſays of the Bath or ſea - waters. And 


if they be needleſs, and your health well reſtored, then, what you 


yourſelf ſay of the next favour you intend Mr. Allen, who warmly 
loves and eſteems you. Lon cannot do him, that a nenne 


him, a greater pleaſure. 
eee eee eee 


Blackwell's book. He ends every piece of adulation with this for- 


mula Accept this from, 4 man untaugbt to flurter. What would he 
have done, had he had angular clarinet court, whoxdocs o 12 85 ; 


craſſi Minervd? s? 


Remember me kindly to to Mr. buen. and continue to tore, bee. 1 5 


ben roth, 1753. 


5 . 


[ 13. J 


LETTER. 11 


F Wedneſday: Vibe HEAP Rory 
anal packet by the carrier; and e L uod a ey kind 
letter from you: - | | 

I am glad your — Wade bis viſit ry aneh to the 

ſatisfaction of all. So that I ſuppoſe now the only contention will be 
who firſt ſhall-trip: and get in, after the ſtirring of the pool. What 

you ſaid to Mr. J. V. was very obliging. You was not miſtaken in 

the inference drawn from- N rp abeut Ld: . 

and Cudworth. 

Nam ſorry te find- you ate net Not eee ee And 
that Cambridge and the. environs will detain you this: N But | 
ſhall-we not ſee you about October next, at- Pl PY e 

As to the hiſtory of the long parliament; the Ebeperietlers are 
May's hiſtory of the Parliament, which only reacties'to the time of the 
felf-denying ordinance; Clarendon; Whitloek, Ludlow; 'Ruſhworth's 
Collections, and Walker's hiſtory of Independency. The firſt is an 
extraordinary performance; little known: written with great temper; 
good ſenſe, and ſpirit. Has the qualities of a regular compoſition, 
which neither Ludlow nor Whitlock have ; the firſt of whom i is 5 a. 
mad republican, the other, a low-ſpirited"Iawyer: F 
Pour character of Grotius is perfectly juſt, in every part of it. .. 

The following is a tranſcript from a letter I received from a very 
worthy perſon, altogether a ſtranger to you; The dedication to 
« Horace's Ep. ad Auguſtum is worthy the patron, the author, and the 
« piece. The beſt in its kind that was ever publiſhed, at leaſt that 
« T have met with. 1 thought ſo of the art of poetry when it was 

. « firſt publiſhed, | I am only ſorry (ſuch is my temper, perhaps too 

6 * much . by the N and manners of the times) to ſee 

A | = a writer 


f 


L 


. a writer of ſo much learning and ingenuity employing his time on 
4 the laws of human poetry, when the divine lyre is almoſt filenced, 

4 when the great moralities, the meaſures of duty, and the diſtinctions 
* between the true and falſe in real life ſeem to be diſſolved or diflolving 
* amongſt us. A true taſte it muſt be confeſſed is wanting; but far 
«© more a true faith. — It would, I dare ſay, give this honeſt man 
great pleaſure to know that you are exactly in the ſame ſentiments 
concerning the e of e times and er need of a 1 
remedy. | 

Our friend, little 8 8 to have roo no leſs pleaſed ich . 
the obſervation I communicated to him on poor Law's folly. Mr. 
« Hurd's remark was like the man it came from: like a man who. 
ve ſees by an early penetration that which the generality never find out 
< till they have drudged on to the end of life. I aſſure you, you 
t cannot love and eſteem him more than I do. I think him amongſt. 
te the firſt rank of men on every account.” Browne. never fad or 
writ any thing that gave me a better opinicn of his ſenſG. 

It may be juſt worth while to tell you, before I conclude, that the 
ſmall edition of Pope which I ſent you, is the correcteſt of all; and I 
was willing you ſhould always ſee. the beſt of me. It was on the 
fame account I ſent . e * bult vol. D. L. ries 
the pres. 


aher, . een. 175 ws 
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LETTER LVL. 


Mr. HURD t Mr. WARBURTON. 


= 7 - 54 
* 


| Cambridge, July ad, 1753. 
< Rev. SIR, | : | | 


I Troubled you the other day with a long letter, the main 
purpoſe of which was to draw from you ſome inſtructions on a point 
or two in our hiſtory, —Since that I have received your very kind 
preſent of the ſmall edition of Pope's works, together with the firſt 
part of the D. L. 1 give you my entire thanks for both. Though 
my curioſity kad not ſuffered me to negle& comparing the ſecond edi- 
tion of Pope in 8vo. with the firſt, which you gave me. And I had 
tranſcribed into it the moſt material corrections and alterations. But 
this ſmaller ſet is moſt acceptable to me, both for its being a proof f 
your kind remembrance of me, and alſo for the neatneſs and conve= 

nient ſizeof the volume, fo proper for that conſtant 1 uſe, which 
ſuch a poet improved by ſuch a critic deſerves. 5 
For the Div. Leg. I take 1 it moſt kindly that; you give me the 
pleaſure of ſharing in the improvements of this new edition ſo early. 
Iam glad to find them ſo large as to cauſe a diviſion of the firſt vol. 
into two parts. But of theſe I ſhall ſay no more till 1 have taken 
time to conſider them, which, with my firſt convenience, I mean to do 
with all poſſible attention. In one of the blank Pages I found 'two 
friendly words, of which I will only ſay, they give me a pleaſure 
ſuperior to the little movements and ſelf- gratulations of vanity. 
Amongſt the alterations i in Pope, I find you have ſoftened what was 


ſaid of. Hutcheſon, I believe you did this to gratify my partiality to 
FP that 


1 


that writer, though when I underſtood how anworthily he had treated = 
you, I was ſorry for having troubled you with one word about him.— 
This experience (and it is not the firſt I have had) of your readineſs 
to make alterations on ſuch hints as mine, will for the future make 
me very careful how. I preſume to give them. 

I forbear to trouble you any further. . with my beſt thanks, 
believe me, 


Rxv. 81 1 


Vour very obliged ad ions 
humble Servant, 


R. HURD.. 


LETTER TIym. 
 Bedford-Row, Jah gth, 175 3- 


1 Reel your kind letter of the ad, and could not 
leave the town without making you my acknowledgments for it. 

I thought to have ſtayed ſome little time longer, but the weather 
grows ſo intolerably hot, and the town fo thin, that there is no longer 
living in an atmoſphere where the pabulum vitæ grows fo unfit both 
for moral and natural reſpiration. 'The only remains of taſte, amongſt 
the. great, ſeemed to be in their pleaſures: and yet, in that, they 
appear now to be forſaken of common ſenſe. I dined the other day 
with a lady of quality, who told me ſhe was going, that evening, to 
ſee the fineſt fireworks! at Marybone. I faid fireworks was a very 


odd refreſhment for tis ſultry weather: that, indeed, Cuper's | 
Gardens 


1 1} 


Gardens had been once famous for this ſummer entertainment 5 but 
then his fireworks were ſo well underſtood, and conducted with ſo 
ſuperior an underſtanding, that they never made their appearance to 

the company till they had been well cooled by being drawn through 
a long canal of water, with the ſame kind of refinement that the 
Eaſtern people ſmoke their tobacco through the ſame medium. 

I forgot whether I mentioned, in my laſt, Walker's Hiſtory of 

Independency. It is written in a rambling way, and with a vindictive 
preſbyterian ſpirit, full of bitterneſs; but it gives you an admirable 
idea of the character of the times, parties, and perſons. There is 
little or nothing in that enormous collection of Thurlow worth notice. 
Ruſhworth is full of curioſities; Nelſon is worth turning over. 
I gitlocł, that has been ſo much cried up, is a meagre diary, wrote 
by a poor ſpirited, ſelf- intereſted and ſelf- conceited lawyer of eminence ; 
but full of facts. In May's. admirable hiſtory. you have, as I told 

| you, the Hiſt. of the Parliament while the Pre/oyterians continued 
- uppermoſt. If you would know the facts of Fairfax and his Indepen- 
dent army, till the reduction of Oxford and the, King, you will find 
them in Sprigge's, Anglia rediviva. But you muſt not expect to find 

in this Parliament- Hiſtorian, the moderation, ſenſe and compoſition 
of the other. But it is worth reading. And Walker tells us it was 

not Fairfax's Chaplain: Sprigge, but Col. Fiennes who compoſed it. 

2 is, at the end, a curious ate of 1 . 8 eder. even 

to the ſubalterns. 

I remember I deſired: you. to pay my W tn, me 
- ſhillings, for me. 1 know you did . ſo. But I think I ſhamefully 
forgot to repay you. ; Don't you forget to let me know What it Was. 

I am juſt ſetting out for Lineolnſhirę, where J. Shall ſtay about eight 
or tem days, and ſo return croſs the country home. rWherensr Jam, 
vou baue mne 5 77770 4 171 


bo. = FT 
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LETTER 11K. 


 Prour-Park, Auguſt 16th, 1 7 53 3. 


! Am vexed, as well as you, at the miſcarriage of the 
letter. Für though I don't know what I ſaid i in it, yet I know with 
what freedom I ſay every thing to you. 

As J am uncertain what you have received in a to your query, 
I ſhall give you all J have to ſay upon it, over again. 

In ſtudying this period, the moſt important, the moſt wonderful in 
all hiſtory, I ſuppoſe you will make Ld. Clarendon's incomparable 
performanee your ground-work. I think it will be underſtood to ad- 
vantage by reading, as an introduction to it, 1 8 _ of James I. 
and the firſt 14 years of Charles I. | 

After this will follow Jbitlock's Memoirs. It is only a ;ontngl or 
diary, very ample and full of important matters. The writer was 

learned in his own profeſſion ; thought largely in religion, by the 
advantage of his friendſhip with Selden : for the reſt he f is vain and 
n and, on the whole, a little genius. 

Ludlow's Memoirs, as to its compoſition, is below criticiſm; as to 
the matter, curious enough. With what ſpirit written, you may 
judge by his character, which was that of a furious, mad, but 1 think 
apparently honeſt, republican and independent. 

May's Hiſtory of the Parliament, is a juſt compoſition, Late to 
the rules of hiſtory. It is written with much judgment, penetration, 
manlineſs, and ſpirit. And with a candour that will greatly increaſe 

your eſteem, when you underſtand that he wrote by order of his 
maſters the Parliament. It breaks off (much to the loſs of * 


„ bes fappoled 16 dave Been laf, br which came hae dne, Was, 
hat of the 3oth of June, — an. * of 


it: 2 109 F. 


of that time) juſt when their armies were new modelled by the 
Self -denying ordinance. This loſs was attempted to be ſupplied by, 
Sprigge's Hiſtory of Fairfax's exploits, non paſſibus æquis. He was 
_ Chaplain to the General. Is not altogether devoid of May's candous, 
though he has little of his ſpirit. Walker fays it was written by the 
famous Col. Fiennes, though under Sprigge's name. It is altogether 
a military hiſtory, as the following one of Walker, called the Hiſtory 
of” Independency, is a Civil one: or rather of the nature of a political 
pamphlet againſt the Independents. It is full of curious anecdotes; 
though written with much fury, by a wrathful Preſbyterian member, 
ho was caſt out of the ſaddle with the reſt, by the Independents. 
Milton was even with him, in the fine and ſevere character he draws 
of the Preſbyterian adminiſtration ; which you will find in the begin- 
ing of one of his books of the Hiſtory of England, in the late un- 
caſtrated editions. In the courſe of the ſtudy of theſe writers you. 
will have perpetual occaſion to verify or refute what they deliver, by 
turning over the authentic pieces in Nelſon's, and eſpecially Ruſhworth's, 
_ voluminous collections, which are vaſtly curious and. valuable. | 
The Elenchus motuum of Bates, and Sir Philip Warwic#'s Memoirs, 
may be worth reading. Nor muſt that ſtrange thing of Hobbes, 
be forgot, called the Hiſtory of the Civil Wars: it is in dialogue and 
full of paradoxes, like all his other writings. More philoſophical, 
political,. —or any thing rather than hiſtorical; yet full of ſhrewd 
obſervations. When you have digeſted the hiſtory of this period, you 
Will find in Thurlow' s large Collection many letters that will let 200 
thoroughly into the genius of thoſe times and perſons. | 
It would be vile, indeed, for this age, if ſuch a man as you had not 
| (mor than one or two of ſuch friends as he you ſpeak of, where you now 
are. However they are not ſo common but that I particularly honour 
8 this fiend of yours, and defire that you would tell him ſo. But though 
Il dq not grudge him the having you at preſent, I ſhall grow verß 
angry if you don't contrive very ſoon to let us have our ſhare. Above 


— 


I ] 


all, how is your health? what is your regimen, and where is your 
deſignation, by the decree of your phyſician. To what element has 
he doomed you. If to the water, we have a chance for you. If to 
the air, theſe mountains have a right to you. None but the old 
Monk-Phyſicians have a pretence to preſcribe fire; or you would be 
in danger. Under any phyſician you will be in danger of 'the fourth. 
But I forbear, for the omen's lake, to mention that laſt youre cover 


for miſtaken practice. 
All here are much and warmly yours, as well as 90 deareſt friend, 


your's, - &c. 


LETTER IX, 


1 Agree with you, that our Hood friend is a little-whim- 
-ſical, as a philoſopher, or a poet, in his project of improving himſelf 
in men and manners; though as a ine gentleman, extremely faſhionable 
in his ſcheme, But, as I dare fay, this is a character he is above, 
tell him, I would recommend to him a voyage now and then, with 
me, round the Park; of ten times more eaſe, and ten thouſand times 
more profit than making the grand rour; whether he chooſes to con- 
ſider it in a e , Kr ene or in an har e 
light. | 
"0 * us ſuppoſe his mind bent olan pr sheets l. pbetry. What 
can afford nobler hints for paſtorul tlian the cows and the milk 
vomen at your entrance frotn Spring- Gardens. As you advance, you 
have noble ſubjects for Comedy an 4 Farce, from one end of the Mall 
to the other ; not to 1277 10 Satire * to > which, our worthy” field tas a 


kind of propenſity. | 
Eg 


5 [am 


As you turn to the left, you ſoon arrive at Ro/amand's-Pong, long 
conſecrated to diſaſtrous love, and el/egrac- poetry, The Bird. cage 
anal, which you enter next, ſpeaks its own influence, and inſpires, you 
with the gentle ſpirit of Madrigal and Sonnet. When we come to 
 Duck-Tfiand,. we have a double chance for ſucceſs in the; georgie, ar; 
didactie Poetry, as the Governor of it, Stephen Dugk, can both 


inſtruct our friend in the breed of his wildriowl. and. lend him. ab: ba | 


genius to ſing. their generations. 

But nom, in, finiſhing: our tour, we come to a Wie the 
ſeed - plot of Dettingen and Fontenoy, the place of trumpets and 
kettle· drums, of horſe and foot Guards, the Parade. The place of 
Heros and Demi- Gods, the eternal ſource of the greater poetry, from 
whence ſprings that achme of human things, an Epic Poem; to 
which our friend has conſecrated all his happier, hours. 


But ſuppoſe, his viſions for the bays be now changed for the 


brighter viſions of the Mitre, here ſtill muſt be his circle; which on. 
one fide preſents him with thoſe auguſt towers, of St. James's, which, 


though neither ſeemly nor ſublime, yet ornament: that place where the 


balances are preſerved, which weigh out liberty and. property to the 
nations all abroad: and on the other, with that ſacred venerable dome 
of St. Peter, which, though its head riſes and remains in the clouds, 


yet carries in its bowels the very flower and. nn. of Eccleſi- 


aſtical Policy. 


This is enough for any one who ee e for his 


uſe. But if our afpiring friend would go higher, and ſtudy human 
nature, in and for itſelf, he muſt take a much larger tour than 
that of Europe. He muſt firſt go and catch her undreſſed, nay 
quite naked, in North America and at the Cape of Good Hope. 


He may then examine how ſhe appears crampt, contracted, and 


buttoned cloſe up in the ſtrait tunic of law and cuſtom, as in China 
and Japan: or ſpread out, and enlarged above her common ſize, in 
the long and flowing robe of enthuſiaſm, amongſt the Arabs and 


| MOMs: Oc laſtly, as ſhe flutters in the old rags of worn-out policy 


and 
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and civil government, and almoſt ready to run back, ad; to the 
deſerts, as on the Mediterranean coaſt of Africa. Theſe, tell him, 
are the grand ſcenes for the true philoſopher, for the citizen of the 
world, to contemplate. The tour of Europe is like the entertainment 
that Plutarch ſpeaks of, which Pompey's hoſt of Epirus gave him. 
There were many diſhes, and they had a ſeeming variety; but when 
he came to examine them narrowly, he found them all made gut of 
one hog, and indeed nothing but pork differently diſguiſed. 
his is enough for our friend. But to you who have, as Mr. Locke 
expreſſes it, large, ſound, and round-about, ſenſe, 1 have ſomething 
more to ſay. Though indeed I perfectly agree with you, that a ſcholar 
by profeſſion, who knows how to employ his time in his ſtudy, for 
the benefit of mankind, would be more than fantaſtical, he would be 
mad, to gorambling round Europe, though his fortune would permit 
kim. For to travel with profit, muſt be when his faculties are at the 
height; his ſtudies matured; and all his reading freſh in his head. 5 
But to waſte a conſiderable ſpace of time, at ſach a period of life, is 
worſe than ſuicide. Yet, for all this, the knowledge of human nature 
(the only knowledge, in the largeſt: ſenſe of it, worth a wiſe man's 
concern or care), can never be well acquired without ſeeing it under 
all its diſguiſes and diſtortions, ariſing from abſurd governments and 
monſtrous religions, in every quarter of the globe. Therefore, I 
think a collection of the beſt voyagers no deſpicable part of a philo- 
ſopher's library. Perhaps there will be found more droſs in this ſort 
of literature, even when ſelected moſt carefully, than in any other. 
But no matter for that; ſuch a ee a contain a grams and 
Solid treaſure; !“ i 
The report you elk 0b is > falls, with a mixture al SPI 
and is a thing that touches me ſo little, that I never mentioned it io. 
5 any of my friends, Who did not chance to aſk: about it. I have no 
ſecrets that 1 would have fuck: to you 4 would have it ſo to nt. 


- | haye wade ana of fs lever wn the Diaz mn fig ad. 8 4 
merely 


” PP. 


(ng 1 


A becauſe it is an impertinent thiog that concerns No hidy, and 
its being in common report, which no body gives credit to, cores 
the ſecret the better, inſtead of divulging it. The fmple fact is ont. 
this, that not long fince, the D. N. ſent word, by a noble perſon, to . 
Nr. Allen, that he had a purpoſe of aſking the K. for the Deanery of 
Briſtol for me, if it ſhould become vacant while he is in credit, as a 
thing which, he ſuppoſed, would. not be unacceptable to us, on | 
account of its neighbourhood to this place. And now, my deareſt 2 
friend, you have the whole ſecret: and a very fooliſh one it is. I it 
comes, as Falſtaff ſays of honour, it comes unloked for, and there's an 
end. But he had a good chance, becauſe he did not deſerve what he 
was ſo indifferent about. What my chance is 1 17 this ſcale, 1 leave to 
be adjuſted between my friends and enemies. + 
It gives me, my dear friend, a ſincere pleaſure to 5 eel that your 
health ſeems to be re-eſtabliſhed; and that the gocd couple tied 
together for life, the mind and body, are at peace with one another. 
| As for ſpirits, it is like ve in marriage, it will come hereafter. 
| Shall we have the pleaſure of ſeeing you at Chriſtmas? You. 
would likely meet the good company you met here laſt Chriſtmas, I + 
mean Mr. Vorke's. You know, I hope, the true eſteem Mr. Allen 
has for you, and the ſincere pleaſure. your company gives him. 
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LETTER. IXI. 


Prur- Pari, December 6th, 3 I - 5 3: 


Fo Had the FI of ſeeing Mr. Maſon i in town : but 
28 A 4d noching of his domeſtic affair, I thought it would be imper- 

| tinent to enter on that ſubject with him. 
| af OM Jew-bill is one of thoſe things that charadterize the preſent 
ge. T he * ſaw no > harm, nor even indecency 1 in it, to religion. 
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+ The people thought they ſaw, what (it is beyond all queſtion) they did | 
not fee. So that between the not ſeeing at all, and the ſeeing falſely, 
| I never met with ſo much wickedneſs of a perſecuting ſpirit on one 
1 A = and 10 much nonſenſe on both, as in this pamphlet controverſy. 
The perennial ebullition-of St. John's, I would not call Sr. Fobn's 

Pers but S. Fobn's well, after the name of a mortal cold bath in 
Nottinghamfhire, rather chan from Heraclitns's well. Unleſs the 
ancients have fabled about it, and Hudibras's account be only to be 
depended on, that if ever truth was drawn out of it, it was by thoſs 
who had firft put her in : which I think is no bad image of modern 
controverſy, which generally begins (as all ſcolding ſhould end), in 
fouſing truth over head and cars; who, if ſhe proves lang-winded, may 

take advantage of the inattention af the diſputants to every thing but 
themſelves, to emerge between them; and then Soth: &des take to 
themſelves tlie merit of drawing her out. 

Lou have ſufficiently ſhewn me with what icit and attention you 
have applied yourſelf to one period of hiſtory : by the character you 
have drawn of Bp. Williams. 1-read it to Mr. Yorke, who had read 
Hacket, and he admires your thorough penetration into Williams's 
character, and the maſterly manner in which it is drawn up. What 
a fine work had the collection of heads af illuſtrious men been, had 
ſuch a charcter been ſubjoined to each, inſtead of that inf pid chronic 
of their lives and deaths drawn up by Birch. 

I received a very kind letter from our excellent friend Mr. Balguy « „ 
juſt before I came to town, with ſome excellent remarks on the firſt 
part of the D. L. He objected to the exactneſs of the ad ſyllogiſm, 
in which he was certainly right, and I have endeavoured to reform it. 
But 1 don't agree with him that it is not effentially a ſyllogiſm. A 

man is ſtill a man, though his arms be in his breeches and his legs in 

his doublet (this I own was the condition of the ſyllogiſm). You | 
will fay, indeed, that one, fo dreſſed, would make a very a fi figure at 
: Court, and the other in the ſchools. It is true: yet, the 1 man would 


1 


Ln 


be found to be a man in Surgeon” s-Hall, aki the ſyllogiſm, a Hilogiſin 
by the learned in the cloſet. - _ 
- I ſent our good friend, for your — fome leaves on the 
5 aue &c. of DION : 


LETTER LXII. 


he bs am on the W 3 1 Gin 2 
moment to thank you for your late kind viſit, which has left a fad 
regret of you. I hope you got ſafe home. Remember me in the 
kindeſt manner to our excellent friend, Mr, Balguy, and tell him Bow 
impatient I ſhall be to hear that he is got perfectiy xecovered. 
I have ſeen the books ſaſely packed up, and you will 8 
with (what only can make ſo paultry a preſent excuſable) my whole 
heart that goes along with them. next . yr . 


carrier OT. ne 5 


enge, 1 2865, 2754 | 7 . a 
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LET TER IXI. 


1 Hope this will find you ſafe returned to College. 

Our people are yet out on their ramble, which is confined to Surry 
and Hartfordſhire: ſo that being but indifferent in my health, and 
having no inviting call to their ramble, unleſs it had been to Cambridge, 
I determined not to return to W but ſtay here alone for air 
_ mntexencile. 


"© 1 = on 


"A 
* 
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On Monday laſt Sir Edward ' Littleton was fo good to- come and 
hes two days with me, He is a very amiable young gentleman. He 
has very good ſenſe, and appears to have ſtrong impreſſions of virtue 
and honour. The latter endowments were no other than I expected 
from a pupil of yours. He has a perfect ſenſe of his obligations to 
you. But my good friend, what is the ſerving a ſingle perſon, when you 
have talents to ſerve the world. A word to the wiſe. Remember 
for what nature formed you and your * requires of you. 
Remember your great ſcheme. 

In the mean time, let me not forget to tell you chat 1 think a 
dialogue between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and his friend 
Falkland, concerning the clergy of that time (about which they much 
7 differed), would make a fine dialogue in your hands. Hot well 
might your maſterly character of Williams come in here? | 

I told Sir Edward that you ſaid you propoſed to viſit your: Friends i in 
Staffordſhire this Summer : and that I hoped you would not forget 
your friends in Somerſetſhire, in Winter. I write under a bad head- 
ach: but can't forbear telling you, eee, Abet ie 
my view of Bolingbroke. , 

God preſerve you in health. All other true bleflings you n 
procure for yourſelf. If you will be ſo complaiſant to reckon our 
_ friendſhip amongſt them, I will be ſo modeſt to . + wank is 7 
true, that it is the very loweſt in your number.. . apy 

Let me know how your health goes on, 


Prix Park, Jaw n n. 
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ee TER LAI. 


| Mr. HURD 10 Mr. WARBURTON. © 


Rx v. SIR, 


1 Thank you for your kind 8 of the 27th paſt. 
Sir Edward Littleton thought himſelf ſo much honoured by your notice 
of him, that I knew it could not be long before he found or made an 
occaſion to acknowledge it. I am very happy in your candid opinion 
of him. He has the trueſt eſteem and veneration of you. = ;..: 

As you give me no hopes of ſeeing the excellent family here, I ſhall 
ſet forward directly for Shiffnal, in Shropſhire, where I propoſe ſtaying 
till the end of the month, and ſhall then return, by oe yay X Sir 
Edward Littleton's, to Cambridge. 2 

Mr. Balguy is to meet me there, on invitation, . Burton But 
if there was not more in the matter, I believe my lazineſs would find 
pretences, to excuſe me from the trouble of this long journey. - The 
truth is, I go to paſs ſome time with two of the beſt people in the 


world, to whom I owe the higheſt duty and have all poſſible obligation. 


| TI believe I never told you how happy I am in an excellent father and 


mother, very plain people you may be ſure, for they are farmers, but 


of a turn of mind that might have honoured any rank and any edu- 
cation. With very tolerable, but in no degree affluent circumſtances, 


= their generoſity was ſuch they never regarded any expence that was in 


their power, and almoſt out of it, in whatever concerned the welfare 
of their children. We are three brothers of us. The eldeſt ſettled 
very reputably in their own way, and the youngeſt in the Birmingham 
trade. For myſelf, a poor ſcholar as you know, I am almoſt aſhamed 
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to own to you Goo ſolicitous they always were to furniſh me with all 
the opportunities of the beſt and moſt liberal education. My caſe in 
ſo many particulars reſembles that which the Roman poet deſcribes as 
his own, that with Pope's wit I could apply almoſt every circumſtance 
of it. And if ever I were to wiſh in earneſt to be a poet, it would 
be for the ſake of doing juſtice to ſo uncommon a virtue. I ſhould be 
a wretch if I did not conclude, as he does, 1 


i Natura juberet 
A certis annis ævum remeare peraCtum, 
* _- Atque alios legere ad faſtum quoſcunque parentes, 
| Optaret ſibi quiſque: meis contentus, onuſtos 
Faſcibus et ſellis nolim mihi ſumere: demens 
Fudicio vulgi, fanus fortaſſe tuo. 


In a wake when they had fixed us in ſuch a lite of life as > 


deſigned, and believed fhoold fatisfy us, they very wiſely left the 
buſineſs of the world to ſuch as wanted it more, or liked it better. 


They conſidered what age and declining health feemed to demand of 


them, referving to themfelves only fach a ſapport as their few and little | 


wants made them think ſufficient. I ſhould heg pardon for troubling 


you with this humble hiftory, but the ſubjects of it are ſo much and 


ſo tenderly in my thoughts at preſent, that if Ten at all, I could 
Hardly help writing about them. 


1 ſhall Tong to hear that you hive put the It hand to the vich of 


Bol. If ever you write above yourſelf, it is when your zeal for truth 


and religion àfiimates you to expoſe the Tonorante of fooliſh nen. 
The ſubject you mention, and forme others you finted to me when 


1 ſpent that happy Yay with ybu at London, would do excellently for 


dialogue. But What of this fore ty Alenefs Wil give my little powers 


leave to execüte, I Khow nat. What 1 am moſt en of, OI | 


1 am erer moſt Watihly, c. 
'R. 408d. 


cee Jah 24 1754. 
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LETTER XV, 


| You Per not 18 obliged me more than by EXT RY 


me acquainted, as you do in your laſt kind letter, with perſons who 
can never be indifferent to me when ſo near to you. Sir E. Littleton 


had told me great things of them; and from him I learnt that virtue 
and good ſenſe are hereditary amongſt you, and family qualities. 
And as to filial piety, I knew it could not hut crown all the reſt of 
your admirable endowments. Pray make me acquainted with your 


good Father and Mother, tell them how ſincerely I congratulate with 


: them on the honour of ſuch a Son; 3: and how much #8 ſhare in their 
happineſs, on that head. © © 


Sir Edyard oft ſees your elder Brother, and ſpeaks | of him as the 


beſt companion be has, indeed, in a very extraordinary manner of his 


abilities. Vour other Brother was, I was told, not long ſince amongſt 
the trading towns in this neighbourhood, where he fell into com pany | 


at dinner with ſome of our Somerſetſhire Clergy, by whom be was 


much careſſed on hearing to whom he was related. 
Sir Edward and his Lady came yeſterday to pay us a viſit, where he 


was treated with all the hoſpitality you | have ſeen, and with all the 


cordaality, by Mr. Allen, of a friend of Mr. Hurd' 8. Sir Edward 


leaves Briſtol on Tueſday, "They are a moſt amiable cou uple. The 
women here were extremely taken with Lady Littleton, and particu- 
larly your friend my name-ſake. 1 ſhould have told you that laſt 
week the and I went to pay them a viſit to Briſtol. A place I have 
not been to of ſome years, and which a leſs occafion would not have 


drawn me to. We paſt by * Deayery-bouſe, in- our r way t to the | 


© # «-v 


with what indifference, I ſhould be much Elite, at leaſt by one of 


you. 


All 


- 
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All hoot are ! yours; and mn you in Winter. Next 


Summer they propoſe og yu at N in their return from a | 
viſir to Lord e 3 3 . 


Fir. Far, Fu . 17 54. 


LETTER XVI. 


* 
* 1 
EVE. % 


I Received your kind kw which informed me e of your . 
return to Cambridge, and I hope from your. filence, and what Mr. 
Balguy in a letter mentions, m perfect health. 
We received the higheſt pleaſure in Sir Edward and Lady Littleton's | 
company, and conceived the higheſt eſteem. for them. My wife 
thought herſelf much honoured in Lady Littleton's kind invitation 
into Staffordſhire, and reckons upon doing herſelf that honour. She 
is now in Dorſetſhire, with Mrs. Pitt. And oa reſt of the family at 
Weymouth. _ 
The Attorney“ is is now dg” 5 th Bath waters Kerem ways. - I 
engaged myſelf to attend him here: and fo. was unable to attend 
Mr. C. Yorke to Weymouth, who was very deſirous of going thither 
fo ſpend the vacation with me. He is rambled into Staffordſhire, but 


N I hope will come up hither in his return from the North. Tamvery 
ſorry for what you. tell me, that Lady Littleton has not found that 


benefit by the Briſtol waters that night be —— She muſt | 


As to my View of r it is disided into four letters. The 


| firſt on his Tom's the keck cn his PP. the third and fourth 


; e Mr, Murray. ho 
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on his 7. alents. The two firſt, which will make about twelve ſheets 


8vo. I propoſe publiſhing alone as ſoon as On which will be in 


three weeks or a month. 
I tell it you in. e I am . e of diſpleaſing ſome 


by it whom I moſt honour; and at a critical time. So that I 5 


ſolemnly aſſure you nothing but the ſenſe of indiſſ penſable duty as a 
Chriſtian and a Clergyman could have induced me to run the hazard 


of doing myſelf ſo much injury. But, acta fuit ala. All other 


conſiderations are now paſt with me. And let providence take its 
courſe without any ſolicitude on my part. % keep the ching a ſecret. 
But I ſuppoſe. amongſt the perpetual gueſſes at an anonymous author 
my name will come into the liſt. 

You know ſo much of my love for es parts that +: "DEN you 
will think the two laſt letters won't appear, or that I wait to try how 
the firſt will fare. No ſuch matter. I go on with the two laſt, and 
they will be publiſhed about fix weeks after. Your diſtance from me, 


while I am doing this thing, is an inconvenience to me. 


Bolingbroke ſays ſomewhere or other, that the belief of Revelation 


5 has been gradually decaying ever ſince the revival of letters. But I 
can't find the place, which I want for a ſermon, not for theſe letters. 


If you can find it, or know where to ſeck for it, be ſo good to mark | 


me the vol. and Page- 
Pri- burt, September 7th, 1 7 * 


P. §. What I faid juſt 5580 of my want of you, was psd 


reading this morning your letter to Weſton. The beſt N ; 


of any young era ever written, | 
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LETTER LXVIL 


| Pas 4 this you will ſee the two firſt letters of the View 
publiſhed, The truth is, I grew a little tired of ſuch a writer. 
You will ſee there i is 2 continued apology for the Clergy : yet they 
will neither love me the more, nor forgive me the ſooner, for all I can 
fay in their behalf. This I have experienced in a former apology for 
them. I won't tell you where, but leave you to gueſs, as a puniſh- 
ment. for the mortification you gave me for never 2 8. once to 
me a diſcourſe that I moſt value myſelf upon. 

Before Bolin gbroke's s works were publiſhed, I but gueſſed concernin & 
his ſyſtem of the moral attributes from what he dropped in one of his 
publiſhed things. For though the firſt and ſecond Eſſay had been 
ſhewn me by Mr. Pope, and afterwards by Mr. Vorke, as neither of 
them put them into my hands I had no curioſity of reading more of 
them in their's than particular paſſage s of another kind which they 
ſhewed me, yet I gueſſed well, as you will ſee by the uſe I make of 
three quotations from the ſermon on God's moral Government. | | 

I hope to have the ſecond vol. of ſermons out by the middle of 
next month, and the firſt vol. D. L. ſoon after, fo you ſee I am 
winding up my bottoms. A ravelled buſineſs, if my anſwerers are 
to be believed. But (to uſe the expreſſion of an old formal Divine of 
my acquaintance, who did not, I will aſſure you, apply it to me but 
d riot pron of his aaa), I have all my ends Foe 

me. 

You . in the papers an article that A 4 to me. It may be o, 
or it may not, for I have no account of it. When I know the truth 
of it, you ſhall. They know I can hold nothing in any of the new 
founded Churches along with the P. of Glouceſter (Briſtol is one) 
without being King's . ors account I had a promiſe : 

| very 
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LETTER, vn. 


nage. October rath, 1754. 


| I Told you I would write again * I knew more of 
that trifling affair, than by the news- paper. I am come up to be in 
waiting, as they call it, this latter half of the month: being added 
to that illuſtrious liſt, the terror of Rome and Geneva, and often of 
King George himſelf, by . Sermons of an hour long. There is at 
preſent a young man“ in waiting, whom I never ſaw nor heard of 
before, but he renders himſelf reſpectable to me by claiming ac- 
| quaintance with you and Mr. n this i is more than enough 
on ſo ſilly a ſubject. 5 
I hope to ſend you the ſecond volume W my 7 DS very ſoon, 
There i is one, as 1 told an on the influence of Leo on Revelation, 
- Ir wee of Fa ener, dome, who tad teen —— * 85 . Job's 
Cambridge. # 4 | : 
i BOARDS ,TIS | Eb R 2 „ ma You : 


- 


EL L 124 1 
Vou won't meh like it; for I do not. It by no means 1 me. 
I could ſay nothing to the purpoſe; and when it was too late, I found i 

it was a ſubject for a volume. I like the other ſermon on the marriage 

union better. It is more ſimple. But the nature of the ſubject gave 
it this advantage. In my laſt I hinted that you had never laid your 
thumb on the diſcourſe-I liked beſt. As I ſaid before, 1 will give 
you no directions to gueſs at my meaning: not ſo much as tell L you 
whether it be in this volume. 

Our honeſt little friend Browne i is fertile in | projects. He has: 2 
ſcheme to erect a Chaplain and Chapel i in the Caſtle of Carliſle, and ; 
to be himſelf the man. Inter nos, I believe he might as well think of 
erecting a third Archbiſhoprick. He wrote to me for Sir J. Ligonier's 

Intereſt with the Duke; whoſe application there would be enough to 
blaſt the project, could he ever bring it to bloſſom. I was ſorry I 
had a neceſſity to tell him this, becauſe it was a thing not to be ſpoke 
of. And now I have done ſo, I queſtion. whether he will credit it. 

Remember we expect you at Chriſtmas, or at your beſt leiſure 
before or after. But above all remember how dear you are to me, 
and continue t to love IN moſt affectionate, &c. 


LETTER IXIX. 


1 Need not tell you how proud I am of your approbation 3 
or, to 5 8585 more properly, of your partiality for me. 
I To tell you truth, I did mean the bang giving ſermon. Though 5 
1 ſhall readily on myſelf miſtaken, now you are of another 
opinion. A ſmall parcel will come directed to you by Thurlbourn ; 
in which you will find a ſermon book for vourſelf, Mr. Balguy, 


115 f. Browne, and my couſin of Jef, | 


Mr. Maſon 


„„ * 12 5. 1 
Mr. Maſon has. called. upon me. I Gund, him yet unreſolved 
8 he ſhould take the Living. I faid, was the queſtion about a 


mere ſecular employment, I ſhould blame him without reſerve if he 


refuſed the offer. But as I regarded going into orders in another 


light, I frankly owned to him he ought not to go, unleſs he had a 
call: by which I meant, I told him, nothing fanatical or ſuperſtitious; ; 
but. an inclination; and, on that, a reſolution, to dedicate all his 
ſtudies to the ſervice of religion, and totally to abandon his poetry. * 


This ſacrifice, I ſaid, I thought was required at any time, but more 
indiſpenſably ſo in this, when we are fighting with infidelity pro aris 
et focis. This was what I faid, and I will do him the juſtice, to 
ſay, that he entirely agreed with me in thinking, that decency, 
reputation, and religion, all required this ſacrifice of him: and at, if 
he went into orders, he intended to give it. 

To your queſtion, I aſk another, 


Faſt thou, O Sun i Core | 
Than ſuch as ſwell this bladder of a Court? 


80 ſings Pope, and fo ſays his Commentator. But I am 1 for 
(hat you hint is) the occafion of aſking. 1 ys the * are 
not 9 


 Beeford-Row, Ofober 24h, I 7 54 


LETTER LXX. 


= I a me in 8 that imperfect | firſt 


tas 


edition of the thankſgiving. ſermon. However you are right, the other 


ir to be preferred for the happy diſpoſition of the ſubjeck. bw 
Send me another dialogue and I will forget and forgive. ; will 


forget: the traſh that goes. under that name, * forgive your indolence, 


1 | which 
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which is left as yoo than itn: 99: bady 5 hrs What is 
| eee . een h ee Balguy, n ne ee 


You expect perhaps I ſhould tell you of the wonders I met with 


in this new Elyſium. I found but two things to ren as excellent 
in their kinds; the one is the beef- eaters, whoſe broad faces beſpeak 
ſuch repletion of body and inanition of mind as perfectly fright away 
thoſe two enemies of man, famine and thought. The other curioſity 
s our table-decker, of fo placid a mien and fo entire a taciturnity (both 

of them improved by the late elopement of his wife), that he is _ | 
fitter for the ſervice of a miniſter of ſtate than of the goſpel. In 
E I found him the _ reaſonable man not to converſs n | 


beh. Oftober 2866; 178. 


LET TB R IXXI. 5 
Bedford-Row, November I 3th, I 17 54· 


1 Am much obli 600 to you ay your kind be of 
the 11th. 7 
You convirice me, by the x La hh you fo ly | 
enforce, that the ſermons are ee, Baue, in not ſufficiently 
developing the ſubjects. | 
Firſt, I ſpeak, p. 116. of excluſion FEES a religious 1 s being 
anurtenuki with civil incupucities, yet diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed 
religion I hold to be juſtly liable to civil incapacities. In p. 116. 1 
conſider the gfabibed Relgim (as I expreſs myſelf p. 196. of the 
NN] N whder ts eee that is, where there ene 


47 


| „ 
religion in the fate. Now a particular (of whom E am ſpeaking, 
p-. 116. of the ſermons), whom I call a private member, when 
expelled-is ſubje& to na civil incapacities ; thoſe incapacities ariſe after- 
wards, from a Teſt-Law,' which is of no uſe till there be a and 
religious ſociety grown up, oppoſite to the eſtabliſhed. | 
| Secondly, Nature and human ſociety alone ſeem not to determine exon 
Polygamy. Why I ſaid ſo, was becauſe it was allowed to the Jews; and 
I apprehend nothing was indulged them againft the law of nature. 
"Thirdly, In my Com. on the apoſtolical decree, I hold that the for- 
nication, there mentioned, ſignifies the Jewiſh prohibited degrees, and 
that this was po/ifrve not moral: yet ſpeaking of the marriage-union, {a 
far as it regards the prohibited degrees, I fay, it holds of nature. Now 
to reconcile this, I obſerve, that the prohibited degrees preſcribed by 
nature, is one thing ; thoſe preſcribed by the Jewiſh law, another. 
The Jewiſh law indeed took in the degrees forbid by nature, but they 
added others, not forbid by nature; and theſe are they that, in con- 
tradiſtinction to the degrees prohibited by nature, I call the Few/b 
prohibited degrees. And I think juſtly. For it never could have been 
2 queſtion amongſt the Apoſtolic Chriſtians whether the degrees, 
which nature forbade, ſhould be tranſgreſſed; but only whether thoſe 
which the Jewiſh law forbade, ſhould be abſtained from. So ' 
that p. 106. ſpeaking of the former, I might well ſay, they hold of 
nature p. 120. ſpeaking of the latter, that they were poſitive laus. 
By the way, the conſtitution of Moſes's prohibited degrees was 
admirable; as that people had no commerce with any other, there was 
a neceſlity of croſſing the ſtrain as much as poſſible ; naturaliſts 
obſerving that even all plants as well as animals 1 when that 
proviſion is not made. : 
In order to keep a due 3 on ſo nice ſubjects as Church 
authority and Church communion, I choſe, under each head, two 
texts to. diſcourſe on, that had a ſeeming contrary tendency, as call no 
man father, and the. Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes's ſeat.—And 
| _— that is not again US, 15 _ us—and keep the unity of the 
. | Piri: 


1 28 ] 


Jpirit : ſo that is was difficult, while I ſtrove to preſerne a temper, 
not to fall into contradictions. 

Pray make my beſt compliments to our good friend Maler Dector 
Browne (to addreſs him in the old ſtyle, while I am uncertain of his 
new), and greet him on his freſh honours: I thank him for his 
letter, which as we ſhall ſee him fo ſoon, I forbear to trouble him 
with the further acknowledgment of. He knows he is always wel- 
come to Prior-Park. I propoſe returning by the 25th. _ 

But hark you, at what time are we to expect you at Prior-Park ? 
or muſt it be my conſtant fate not to ſee thoſe I would? Will you 
contrive to come down with him ? will you come before ? will you 
come after ? take notice this is my principal concern, You know 
how dear you are to me, and I know how much you love me, ſo that 
there needs nothing to be enforced, in our own power, to bring us 
together. | 


1 E T T E R LXXIL, 


1 Hope by this time you and Mr. bug have got the 
Divine en 

Pray tell me what people ſay of the Dedication® to the Chancellor. 
I aſk it, becauſe one day, it will afford ſubject for our - ſpeculations. 
I will not aſk your own opinion, becauſe I know your partiality to me. 
Beſides the aſking ſuch a thing, is only begging a compliment; and 
ſometime 6 or other you wil know, that, at this time at leaſt, I 


- © The topics in it were ſuggeſted, and hs very 1 in which dy are 3 8 
in great meaſure dictated, by Mr. 8 c. Yorke, A. x 2a, 


wanted 


C 1 J 


wanted not a compliment, as fond as 1 may be of them, but the real 
ſentiments of good judges. All this will puzzle you till more, 
| becauſe I half ſuſpe& the dedication is not what you looked for. 
But keep all this to yourſelf. For fo much I have not ſaid, nor 
woulg fay to any one but to you, perſonally. | 
But why do I hear no more of the dialogues ? Don't you think 
that age in want of a little rrutb and ſenſe which gave credit to the 
Bottle-man, and applauſes to Orrery's wen, of which the Book- 
| ſeller told me he has Wd twelve thouſand. 
I go on, puſhing this grand enemy of God and e. But 
| what I predicted to you, I am ſorry to tell you, I have experienced to 
be true, that I tread per cineres doloſor. However my duty tells me 
this is a capital caſe, and I muſt on. All I can do, for my own 
intereſt, is this, I believe I muſt be forced to have an apology for 
theſe: letters at the end of the fourth. You will ſay, every thing 
_ conſidered, that this is hard upon me. I think it very hard: but 
we muſt take the world as we find it. | - 
We are all rejoiced with the hopes of Going you in | Sans 
Me Allen this year goes but once to Weymouth, and it will be the 
latter end of July. What ſay you of coming to me in London when 
Trinity term ends, and accompanying me in my poſt-chaiſe to Prior- 
Park; ſtaying with us there, till the family ſets forward to Weymouth, 
and accompanying it thither to drink the water and bathe? This I 
hope will be greatly conducive to your health and ſpirits. Mine (I 
mean my ſpirits) at this preſent writing are juſt exhauſted, as you 
may ſee by this ſcrawl. But my laſt will bea the memory of our 
f ove and RS 1 5 | 


— 


| Prin-Park December I 1055 1 7 84. 


[<1 


„  LEPTER LAX. | 


You characterize . 
vety juſtly. But for all that, I have not the leis but the more appetite 
to devour it. One of your dialogiſto, to the ſhame of our hearts and 
heads, is forgotten, and it would be as well e other (except on 
| this occaſion to be expoſed to ne 3 But Pray 

let me have it as ſoon as you can. 5 
Il don't wonder at your aſtoniſhment at the ans. It ſurpriſed 


me, who knew the men I have to deal with a httle better. 1 have | 


Haiſhed the third letter, which together with my apology will be 
_ Publiſhed: as ſoon as they can be printed, without waiting for the 
fourth, which will be near as big as the other three. i 
I had forgot in my laſt to mention what you fay of Polygamy. 1 
. think it a very puzzling queſtion, and ſee; with you, great difficulties 
which ſide. focver I take, wer or REY Ee IQ 
nature, or otherwiſe. | 

You muſt not think: wore of —— than they: deſerve. You 
underſtand me. It was eſteemed a quantum ſufficii But I had 
another reafon for my queſtion. You make the beſt IPOs WG 
And indeed it is the true one. 
I am glad you mentioned March. For that n 
refolution. My wife (who is always talking of you) goes with me 
to London about the 22d inſtant. Mr. Allen and family come about 
the middle or latter end of February, ſoon after which, 1 had thoughts 
of leaving them in town, and going either into Lincolnſhire or to 
| Glouceſter. But your attendance at Whitehall has determined me 


to 


5 „ 
to attend you : thbugh whether I had been there or no, you know 
you are always at home in our family : who are much delighted with 
this incident. We are then to ſettle all matters about your viſit to us. 


Let me know the ſtate of your health, and how this weather agrees 


with you. 


Have you not been Grerted with what you have heard has paſſed 


above ; which began fo furiouſly, and ended fo pacifically. It put me 
in mind of the account a Dueliſt gives of himſelf in Shakeſpear. 
I would fain, ſays 
« and he would go no further than the li circumſtantial; ſo we 
* meaſured ſwords, and parted friends.” 


Mr Allen and I are alarmed. leaſt the vacancy a at Litchfield ſhould 


engage our amiable friend efvilibus und is, and plunge him over head 
and ears in Party.—ln a letter I juſt received from him, he was alarmed 

for your health, which he ſaid Browne gave him a very ill account 
of, and he would come over to Cambridge to ſee you. But Browne 
ſays, Sir Edward miſtook him; and I hope he did. But Sir Edward 
won my heart by this. It was a letter of compliment, ſo 1 did not 


| trouble him with my anſwer. But pray when you write don't forget 


my acknowledgments to him for it, in the beſt manner. You are 
the friend of my foul. So I ſtand on no ceremony with you, I 
write juſt as I would pour myſelf into your ear, ſometimes long 
after I ſhould, and ſometimes before. Remember me warmly to our 
excellent Mr. Balguy. How is his lameneſs ? When I had the 
Angular pleaſure of ſeeing him, and I think it was ſo in every ſenſe, 
he was agility itſelf. But he has the art or fortune of bringing 
himſelf down to a lame becrippled world. V 


A ge e If, 1755. 


-- 


P. F. Many, very many happy new years to you, each happier than 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


IJ Have two kind letters, and the packet to acknowledge. 

'I am charmed with the dialogue, the notes are original, very 
happy in their turn and manner, and as well executed, with a deal 
of fine ſatire. I fee nothing in any of them to reform, but in one: 
which too is on the beſt ſubject, but we will contrive to give it another 


turn, I will tell you my opinion truly, that a few ſuch dialogues 15 


(enough to make a ſmall volume), will be one of the fineſt works 
of genius we have in the Engliſh tongue. And then you ſhall bid 
adieu to wit and criticiſm, to purſue the great agign. Cowley might 
well be tired with Courts. At the Reſtoration there was not a ſet of 
people more troubleſome to the miniſtry than the Cavalier officers; 
amongſt whom, had crept in all the profligate of broken fortunes, 
to ſhare in the merits and rewards of that name. Cowley wrote 
bis Cutter ꝙ Coleman-Hreet to unmaſk theſe ſcoundrels, and imagined 
he ſhould have had the thanks of the miniſtry for it ; when, contrary 
| fo his expectation, he raiſed a ſtorm even at Court, that beat violently 
8 upon him. See his Preface to that play, in the later editions of his 
| Works in 8vo. Would not this be an incident worth mentioning, 
as it would afford ſome good reflections on his part; and as Sprat 
might ſpeak the court ſentiments on ſo remarkable an .occaſion, —I 
- - ſhall be more exact in my remarks on the ſecond reading. And ſhall 
have a world of hints by that time I fee you. 
Lou aſk whether Lord Bacon ſpoke from. his e He 
did. But not the leſs truly for that. Only had the Cecils been his 
patrons, perhaps he would not have ſeen it, certainly not have felt 
it, and moſt certainly would not have com 2 1 it.— Von will 
ſee the third letter advertiſed. next week. 
Browne has told me the grand ſecret, and I with it bad eng a * 
All to me, when it was none to "oy body cle, I am  gricved that 


F 7 58 0 
1 8 Aber theſe et times, or his hve 9 Poetry, or nie love of 
money ſhould have made him overlook the duty of a Clergyman i in 


theſe times, and the dignity of a Clergyman i in all times, to make 
connexions with Players. Mr. Allen is grieved. You are ſufficiently 


: grieved, as I ſaw by your poſtſcript in a letter to him, where you 
reprove him for an advertiſement, We told him, that we ſhonld both 
have diſſuaded him from his project had he communicated it to us. 
As it was, we had only to lament the ſtate of theſe times that 
forced a learned and ingenious Clergyman into theſe meaſures, to put 
himſelf at cafe. How much ſhall I honour one who has a ſtronger 
propenſity to poetry, and has got a greater name in it, if he performs 
his promiſe to me of putting away thoſe idle baggages, after his 
ſacred eſpouſals.—No one ſhall ſee the Dialogue.—The complaint 1 
always thought admirable. If our poetical friend does not taſte it, it 
1s becauſe he is wiſely weaning himſelf from theſe enchantments. 


| Boſford-Row, Jun 31h, 175 5. 


LETTER LXXV. 


Mr. HURD o Mr. WARB R TON. 


| Emanuel, Ti * W 


18 Edward Taka is . me; Fr with his uſual 


hid cance ho the oa hnhNy Vet I got half an hour to 
read the Apology, which I received this morning, and, as I ſuppoie, 
am indebted to you for the favour of the preſent. I cannot be at caſe 
till I have told you, though it be in two words, that if I were capable 
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of honouring you more chan I have long done, NE ROT THRty 
on the ſcore of this glorious Apology, which lets me ſee the bottom. of 
your mind ſo perfectly. I am ſorry for the occaſion of it. But you . 


never writ any thing more worthy yourſelf, or which, in fpite of friends 
or foes, dee, eee Lage ge- e ont or e 7 
_ Excuſe this frank declaration, which nnn daten f a heart 
| that's wholly ang deu Fours. | 


LETTER LXXVL 


| . 
Vou have in that Apology a true copy of my heart. My provocation 


perhaps was greater (as my misfortune was) that the accuſations 
in the anonymous letter came from a real friend. Had he made 
them to me without diſguiſe, I could have ſatisfied him in private. 
He reduced me to this neceſſity. And partly provocation, partly 
ſelf-defence, and partly my duty to the Public, in theſe wretched 
times, made me open myſelf without the leaſt covering or diſguiſe. « 
And could you fatisfy me, that the dutics of my profeſſion required no 
further of me, than the weak efforts I have already made in 8 
of falling religion, I would never more ſet pen to paper. For all I 
ſhall ever get by theſe attempts (and I ſhall now never write on other 
| ſuhjecte), will be only outrageous abuſe from the profligate and infa- 
maous, and nameleſs inhabitants of garrets and Priſons; : of which, I 
have already had much more than my ſhare. " Befitles, I could not 
conclude more to my own ſatisfaction than with: a chiug you. ſeem fo © 
| much to approve: and your approbation ĩs more to me than that of a 
| whole prone Mr. e Mrs. A. Ts) WE after 


0 135 1 


you. E tell ther you — before the fr foratlore, nd tai. 

more to me than Summer, My deareſt friend, God have you always 
n his keeping, and give you health to purine thoſe ſtudies, that are to 
tem a barbarous and an impious age. If Sir Edward be yet with you, 
aſſure him of my beſt reſpec, and aſſure ye” eee 
ne 5 


w. WARBURTON. 
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I Ham the 9 of yours 3 che 20th. 1 gives us 

all pleaſure to underſtand how ſoon we ſhalt have Jour conipeny. and 

Mr. Balguy's. | 
The two incleſed letters (which you will wi back with you), 
oil give you pleaſure on the ſame account they gave it me. My 
Nala has had a great effect in France, where free thinking holds 
its head as high as in England. This is a great conſolation to me, 
as my ſole aim is to repreſs this infernal ſpirit. The Jeſuits, who 
make a caſe of conſcience of ſpeaking well of Proteſtant Writers, 
have in their Journal of Trevoux, for November, been very laviſh in 
their encomiums on the book, and it has procured me the good will 
of the beſt and that cn EY France. While there is hardly a 
m <P ee ans But 
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What care I for any . When . moſt vi 4d. LV their, 
favours, it was only to put me in a capacity of ſerving mexit, that is 
my Friends: for, thank God, I have either had the luck to find. 
them together, or the courage to drop the pretended friend, let his 
8 quality be what it would, as ſoon as I found he had none. You may 
judge of the effects my Apology will have by what my con ver ſation has 
| had; for it is all of a- piece. Only this laſt year or two I was going 
ſwimmingly on. I have now ſtruck upon a rock. But all this is only 
for your own ear. It pleaſes me to find the public does not ſmell 
the matter. Maſon, who ſpeaks their ſenſe, ſuppoſes the writer of 
the anonymous letter ſome ſecret enemy. You may be ſure I would not 
undeceive him. Browne indeed conjectures ſtrange matters. But I 
defired him to keep his conjectures to himſelf, I can perceive the 
loſs of intereſt, he ſuppoſes it will occaſion, concerns him, as his 
gratitude makes him intereſt himſelf for me. But I have been led to 
a length I did not intend. All I meant. was to. wiſh you both a good 
. 1 am, | 


Mr zer FaInnD,.. 


Ever yours, 


_ 


February 224, 1755. eee ee 30} 


LETTER Fe 
} 5 | BedfordRow, Moth 21 / 47 I 1785. 8 


K | 
\- 


| Lob will fee the papers an article Lied iti whe 
which will give you pleaſure, on which account I thought my 
obliged to confirm it to you. The Biſhop of Durham concuring with 
POOR} Onan ths gone: ner has given me the 
| TY e 


(i) 


Prebend dit was Jatoly- Mangey' 8, near £500." He had other: 
| friends you may imagine to oblige, ſo I have; refigned the Prebend 
of Glouceſter, and I ſhall reſign another piece of preferment in the 

country. But the free motion and friendly manner in which this thing 

was done, you will eaſily believe enhances the value of it to me. 
My friends are ſolicitous in theſe matters for me, I er at this 
time of life, extremely little. 

My beſt poſſeſſion is your eſteem and 8 continue. to > love 
me, and ee men. ny deovelt en 1 Cay yours, 


age WARBURTON. 
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Emmanuel, March 255 1785. 
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1 males me e truly happy that T can now, at length, 

Honeſtly congratulate with you on a preferment, worth your acceptance. 
The Church has been ſo long and deeply in your debt, that it will 
ſeem but common juſtice if it now pays you with intereſt. Not that 

1 look upon this Prebend as ſuch payment, which delights me princi- 

| pally,' as it does yon, from its being given at tat time and by ſucb a 
perſon.: I have no words to tell you how much I honour Wee 8 

| Wunde jk bs Av . mind, he mn nag n 


3 eib © . . 


38 1 


only to be matched by that which every body takes notice of, in a 
late Apolagiſl. If the world were made acquainted with particulars, 
it would, methinks, be taken for one of the moſt beautiful events in 
both your lives, that he ſhould confer and you receive ſuch a favour 
at this juncture. May every circumſtance concur to afford you the 
full enjoyment of this and better things, nm bars 
long ſince merited ! | 
1 ö e 
letter had not prevented the thanks I owe you for a thouſand favours. 
I -indulge in the memory of the agreeable days and nights I ſo lately 
paſſed with you. The truth is, I am ſo happy in the ſhare you allow 
me in your friendſhip that I have ſcarce another wiſh for myſelf, 
except for the continuance of it. And this, with all my infirmities, 

I will not doubt of, ſo long as I have a heart warm and honeſt enough 
to give it entertainment. "rs _ guy wi me he ſhould write this 


polt « or the next. 


Rev. SIR, : „ 
PDour moſt faithful, &c. _ 
| a | 1 8 8 rt I ä , 


LETTER IxxX. 


Pipes, Mareb 5 318 . 


"la e for your: lad kind; httes till L bd 
got to this place, whither 1'am come for about a fortnight. And ſhall 
then return baek to Eaſter term, and to the preaching a fooliſh ſermon, 
they bullic® me into, at che Stnall-Pox Hoſpital (aften having; re- 
ſuſed the Sons of the Clergy), but on condition they would not preſs - 


18 1 


me to print it. I hate to have my name in a e 
account; which has always made me decline theſe charity jobs, that 
every body is fit for, and almoſt every body ready for. And the im- 
pertinence of the advertiſement on this occaſion, will make it difficult 
to draw me into another. I don't like that every cobler ſhould know I 
am a Prebendary of the fame church with Dr. Chapman the great, but 
I would have no friend ignorant that I owe it to the friendſhip of the 
: OG and to the en, of the ar s ſentiments concerning 
me. 
Mr. Allen 9 agree perteely with you concerning the Attorney's 
greatneſs of mind, and we love yu "oy TR for a An of 1 
| ſo like our own on this occaſion.” 
We are much concerned to hear you ſpeak of your health in the 
manner you do. That ſcorbutic humour in your bloed certainly lies 
on your nerves. Let me perſuade you by all means to uſe Weymouth. 
Or e let me prepare you, to be perſuaded against July. I take it 4 
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your ee , otherwiſe, they are likely to do.more hurt now, than ever 
yet I believe they did good. I wiſh I could i improve my v works as Mr. 
Allen does his, and yet I am always mending. But there is a difference 
between mending and improving, as every botcher knows. (ine ſhould 
think mine had the advantage of his, in being lefs liable to the caprice 
of taſte or faſhion. Vet I don't know: H have lived to ſee reaſoning on 
| principles and criticiſm on antiquity out of faſhion; and heaps of incon- 
fiſtent effays become all the mode. Mr. Allen is more compliant, 
and therefore more ſucceſsful than I. He has juſt now turned a rich : 
fruit-grove into a fine flowery lawn: why ſhould not | turn what rem ains 
of he. Divine Legation into court. ſermons without head or tail, into 


o I * o E z a * 


: "s * Flowers of al buen and, without ſpine, the roſe ö = | 
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c diem, velut in oſs vel flore precepta, ad nullam certam vel folidam | 


cc pervenit frugem.” | 

But I only mean to tell you, without figure or allepory, that Mr: 
Allen has made many improvements ſince you was here; though he 
takes the greateſt improvement of his ſeat to be filling it with ſuch as 
you. God give you health (you will give yourſelf every thing beſides), 
and give me courage to emulate your virtues as much as I love your 


boon: 
| W. WARBURT ON : 


P. S. The women are all much yours, and are anxious for your | 
health, they ally defire their kindeſt remembrance. 


LET TER LXXXI. 


II Heartily — 1 with you £ on your father's 8 | 


condition. I know a little what attends the diſtreſſes of filial piety. 


But the calamity i is much ſoftened when the loſs is by a gradual decay 
of nature, in good mature age. Pray inform Mrs. Hurd of my great 
regard for her, and how much 1 feel for all your diſtreſſes on this 
melancholy occaſion. | 
You do right to call your 8 from it all 'you can. And 
perhaps this is one of the beſt circumſtances of /ettered life, that we 
have a refuge from the ſenſe of human miſeries, as well as a ſupport 
under them. © 
I greatly approve of your deb gn of a dialogue on the effect of 
transferring ſupremacy in religious matters. A thouſand curious hints 
will ariſe to you as you proceed in contemplation of the ſubject. 
One now, for inſtance, occurs to me. Could any thing be more 
abſurd than that when the yoke of Rome was thrown off, they 


ſhould govern the new Church, erected in oppoſition to it, by the 
laws of the old. The pretence was, that this was only by way of 


interim, till a body of Eccleſiaſtical Laws could be formed. But 


whoever conſiders that the Canon Laws proceeded from, and had 


perpetual referrence to, an abſolute ſpiritual Monarch, and were 
formed upon the genius, and did acknowledge the authority of the 
Civil Laws, the iſſue of civil deſpotiſm, I ſay whoever conſiders this, 


will be inclined to think that the Crown contrived this interim from 
the uſe the canon Law was of to the extention of the Prerogative. 
However it is certain that the ſucceeding Monarchs Elizabeth, James, 
Charles, prevented our ever having a body of new Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
from a ſenſe of this utility i in the old ones ; and a conſciouſneſs, if ever 


they ſhould ſubmit a body of new laws to the Legiſlature, the Parlia- 


ment would form them altogether upon the genius of a free Church 
and State. This I take to be the true ſolution of this myſterious 
affair, that wears a face of ſo much abſurdity and ſcandalous neglect. 
Bracton and Forteſcue, the two moſt learned, and almoſt the only 
karned of the ancient Lawyers are both expreſs, not only to our 
free and limited Government, but they deduce the original of civil 
power from the people. You will not fail of meeting with ſome 
good things in Selden's fine Diſſertations on Fleta. Pray let me know 
how your father goes on ; how long you continue with him, and when 
you think of returning to Cambridge. All here are fincerely grieved 
for the diſtreſs of your family. They defire to be remembered in the 
kindeſt manner; particularly your lively friend. They are all now at 
5 home (ſave Molly Allen, who is at Potter's), finding no reſt for their 


feet on the ſhores of the Atlantic Ocean, which they eſſayed 22 two = 


or three days at a place called Limin gton. 
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LETTER IXXXI. 
A HURD 10 Dr. WARBURTON. 
Shifnal, meme I 3th, 17 55. 


2 Your truly friendly letter of the 311 paſt, brought me 
all the relief J am capable of in my preſent ſituation. Yet that 
relief had been greater if the fact had been, as you ſuppoſe, that the 
| beſt of fathers was removing from me, in this maturity of age, by a 
gradual inſenfible decay of nature; in which caſe I could have drawn 
to myſelf much eaſe from the conſiderations you ſo kindly ſuggeſt to 


me. But it is not his being out of all hope of recovery (which I had 


| known long ſince, and was prepared for), but his being in perpetual 
pain, that afflicts me fe much, I left him laſt night in this diſconſolata 
condition. 80 near a praſpect of death, and ſo rough a paſlage to it, I 
own to you I cannot be a witneſs of this in one whom nature and ten 
thouſand obligations have made ſo dear ta me, without the utmoſt un- 
eaſineſs. Nay I think the very temper and firmneſs of mind with which 
he bears this calamity, ſharpeps my ſenſe of it. I thank God, an attach 
ment to this world has not as yet been among my greater vices, But 
were I as fond of it as proſperous and happy men ſometimes are, 
what I have ſeen and felt for this laſt month were enough to mortify 
ſuch fooliſh affections. And in truth it would amaze one that a few 
ſuch inſtances, as this, which hardly, any man is out of the reach of, 
did not ſtrike dead all the paſſions, were it not that Providence has 
determined, in ſpite of ourſelves, by means of theſe inſtincts, to 
En ates Pe . accompliſh 


0-7 

_ accomplith its o great purpoſes, But why do I trouble my beſt 
friend with this fad tale and rambling reflections? I deſigned only to 
tell him that I am quite unhappy here, and that, though its more 
than time for me to return to Cambridge, I have no power of coming 
to a thought of leaving this place. However a very few weeks, 
| e a few days, may put an end to this irreſolution. 

I é thank you for your fine obſervation on the neglect to ebe this | 
Eccleſtaſtical Laws. It is a very material one; and deſerves to be well 
Conſidered. But of theſe matters, WT oe" 00 ay bony and 
_ mind is more eaſy. 

I wich you all the health and all the happineſs your virtues deſerve 
ant this wretched world wiff admit of. I know of nothing that 
teconciles me more to it than the fenſe of having fuck a friend as you 
in it. I have the greateſt obligations to Mrs. Warburton and the reſt 
of your family for their kind condolenee. [My beft reſpects and 
fincereſt good wiſhes attend them. F moſt ever be, &o- 

hs 1 k. HURD. 


LE TTER LXXXIIL 


| I Received your a tender letter, and ſympathize with | 
you moſt heartily. Let me have better news. 5 
e diſagreeable affair has brought me to town a month before 
my uſual time. Mr. Knapton, whom every body, and I particularly, 
thought the richeſt bookſeller in town „has failed. His debts are 
| £20,000, and his ſtock is valued at £3 39,000, but this value is ſubject 
to many abating contingencies: and you never at firſt hear the whole 
debt. It is hoped there. will be enough to pay every one. I don't 
know what to ſay to it. It i is a buſineſs of years. He owes me a 


great * 


| t, 144 1 


great ſum. I am his principal creditor. | And as ſuch 1 how had it 
in my power, at a meeting of his creditors, to diſpoſe them favourably 
to him, and to get him treated with great humanity and compaſſion. | I. 
have brought them to agree unanimouſly to take a reſignation of his 
effects, to be managed by truſtees, and in the mean time, till the effects 7 
can be diſpoſed of to the beſt advantage, which will be ſome years in 
doing, to allow him a very handſome ſubſiſtence. For I think him an 
honeſt man (though he has done extreme ill by me), and, as hk, | 
love him. He falls with the pity and compaſſion of every body. 8 
fault was extreme indolence. I was never more ſatisfied in any x : 
of my life than in my ſervice of Mr. Knapton on this occaſion, and 
the preventing (which J hope I have done) his being torn in pieces. 


Let you muſt not be ſurpriſed, I am ſure 1 ſhould not, if you hear (fo 


great is the world's love of truth and of me), that my ſeverity to him 
deſtroyed his credit, and would have puſhed him to extremity. I will 
aſſure you you have heard many things of me full as true: which 
though at preſent Apocryphal, may, by my never contradicting them, 
in time become holy-writ, as the Poet ſays. God bleſs: you, and 
believe me to be, ke. „ 


| Bedford-Row, September 24th, | 17 5 5. 
LETTER LXXXIV. 
. Bedford Rem, October 27th, I 17 5 8 


2 £ Hearty condole with you i in your diſtreſs, bs am . 
you are got from the ſcene of it. 


The politics, that encountered you on your coming to ee > 


i plainly ſhew your wiſe men are much more intent on the mſelves than 


2 Sn 


the . e they e not at ſuch a criſis as this, when our 
all is at ſtake (which will always be the caſe in every pitiful 5 
with France), buſy themſelves with who was in or out. 

Take theſe hints while they remain in my nab Unis NY 
Norman and Plantagenet lines the prerogative roſe or fell juſt as the 
Pope or the Barons ruled at court. But the principle of civil liberty 

was always in vigour, —The Barons were a licentious race in their private 
lives. The Biſhops threw them out a bait which they were too wiſe 
to catch at. Subſequent marriage, by the imperial laws as well as 

. canons, legitimated baſtards as to ſucceſſion : the common law kept 
them eternally in their ſtate of baſtardy. The Barons' caſtles were 
full of baſtards, the very name was honourable. At a Parliament 
under Henry III. rogaverunt omnes Eprſcopi ut conſentirent quod nati 
ante matrimonium eſſent legitimi—ef omnes Comites et Barones una voce 
reſponderunt quod nolunt leges Angliæ mutari. See Coke-Littleton, 
L. 3. C. 6. Sect. 40. This famous anſwer has been quoted a thou- 
ſand and thouſand times, and yet nobody ſeems to have underſtood 
the management. The Biſhops, as partiſans of the Pope, were for 

| ſubjecting England to the Imperial and Papal laws, and therefore 
began with a circumſtance moſt to the taſte of the Barons. The 
Barons ſmelt the contrivance, and rejected a propoſition, moſt agree-. - 
able to them, for fear of the conſequences, the introduction of the 
Imperial laws, whoſe very genius and eſſence was arbitrary deſpotic 
power. Their anſwer ſhews it, nolumus leges Angliz mutari—they 
had nothing to object to the reform, but they were. afraid for the 

conſtitution. Xo. ; 

After the reformation, the Pane Des. as appears by tha 
Homilies compoſed by the wiſeſt and moſt diſintereſted men, ſuch as 
Cranmer and Latimer, preached up non reſiſtance very ſtrongly, but - 
it was only to oppoſe to popery. The caſe was this, the Pope threatened 
to excommunicate and depoſe Edward, he did put his threats in 
execution *gainſt Elizabeth. T his was eſteemed ſuch a ſtretch of 
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power, and ſo odious, that tho Jebuits contrived 4 to boten © 
it.—One was, by ſearching into the origin of civil power, which they 


brought rightly. (though for wicked purpoſes) from the people : as 
Mariana and others.—To combat this, and to fave the perſon of the 


Sovereign, the Proteſtant Divines preached up divine right. Hooker, 


ſuperior to every thing, followed the truth. —But it is remarkable 
that this non-refſtance that at the Reformation was employed to keep 
out popery, was at the Revolution employed to bring it in,—ſo | 
eternally is truth FFF take care of 
your 8 77 and believe me, &c. 


LETTER LXXXV. 


1 Have read the W vi wait e Tal 6s; 
with all ſincerity, it will be excellent when you have put the laſt hand 
to it. It is ſuperior to the other two. The ſuperiority of the ſubject 
has proportionably fired you, it will too be an admirable introduction 
to the other on the Engliſh Conſtitution. Lou will ſee here and. there 
a trifling ill-placed hint. But I propoſe to be very critical when you 
have finiſhed them all. | 

The ſubject is ſo far from diſpleaſing me, „ that I like it 
| above any other ; and this alone will Hom e book s taking, 
1 ſolemnly Sacre I tell you my real 2 well weighed thoughts. A 55 
book of ſuch dialogues muſt be very taking: therefore don't engage | 
yourſelf with a bookſeller till we weigh the matter well. How 
ſuperior is ĩt to any thing we have had or are like to have in the polite 
way but I ſuppreſs myſelf, In the firſt place, take care of your health; 


- % 
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: 6 take care of your dialogues. . 


Father. How do your Mother and the reſt. ng. cf 
family... . mp devenſt fiend, . 7; 


| Badford-Rew, November I 5th, 17 5 5. : 


P. 8. T ll ake caeto return the dhe at. in the mean une 
they are loc ld up. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


Al., HUR D Dr. WARBURTON. 


aun. December 1. I 7 $ 5. 


MY Have to tell you that it has pleaſed God to releaſe my 
poor Father from his great miſery. You will gueſs the reſt, when 1 
acquaint you that his caſe was cancerous. All his family have great 

| reaſon to be thankful for his deliverance. And yet I find myſelf not fo 
well prepared for the ſtroke as I had thought. I blame myſelf now for 

| having left him. Though when I was with him, as I could not hide 

| my own United I faw it only added to his. 1 know not what to 
| ay. He was the beſt of men in all relations, and had a generoſity of 
mind that was amazing in his rank of life. In his long and great 
. affliction he ſhewed a temper which philoſophers only talk of. If 
he 27 any foible, it Was, perhaps. his too great fondneſs for the un- 
— v 1 Ov 7 thi ct 


Id 
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worthieſt of his ſons. My Mother is better than could be Seed 
from her melancholy attendance. Vet her health has ſuffered by it. - 
I have many letters to write, but would not omit communicating, 
what ſo tenderly concerns me, to my beſt friend. En” 

I thank you for your book and your kind letters. Mr. B. and 1 
think much more hardly of ]. an you do. I could ty much of 


this matter at another time. 


LETTER LXXXVIL 


n ; I ou ght rather to rejoice with all who loved that 
good man lately releaſed, than to condole with them. Can there 
be a greater conſolation to all his friends than that he was ſnatched 
from human miſeries to the reward of his labours? You I am ſure 
muſt rejoice, amidſt all the tenderneſs of filial piety and the ſoftenings 
of natural affection; the gentle melancholy, that the inceſſant memory 
of ſo indulgent a parent and fo excellent a man will make habitual, 


will be always brightened with the ſenſe of his preſent happineſs ; "HS 


where, perhaps, one of his pleaſures is his miniſtring-care over thoſe 
which were deareſt to him in life. I dare ſay this will be your caſe, 
' becauſe the ſame circumſtances have made it mine. My great concern 
for you was while your father was languiſhing on his death-bed. 
And my concern at preſent is for your Mother's grief and ill ſtate of 
health. True tenderneſs for your Father, and the dread of adding to 
his diſtreſſes abſolutely required you to do what you did, and to retire 
from ſo melancholy a ſcene. 

As I know your excellent nature, I conjure you by our iendibip to 


f your mind by the converſation of your Find, and the amuſement 
| of 


[ 149 ] 
of tifling roi g, till you have fortified it ſufficiently to bear the 
reflection on this common calamity of our nature without any other 
emotion than that occaſioned by a kind of ſoothing melancholy, which 
: perhaps keeps it in a better frame than any other kind of diſpoſition. 
ou ſee what man is, when never ſo little within the verge of 
matter and motion in a ferment. The affair of .Liſbon has made men 
| tremble, as well as the Continent ſhake, from one end of Europe to 
another; from Gibraltar to the Highlands of Scotland. To ſuppoſe 
| theſe deſolations the ſcourge of Heaven for human impieties, is a 
dreadful reflection; and yet to ſuppoſe ourſelves in a forlorn and 
fatherleſs world, is ten times a more frightful conſideration. In the 
firſt caſe, we may reaſonably hope to avoid our deſtruction by the 
amendment of our manners; in the latter, we are kept inceflantly | 
alarmed by the blind rage of warring elements. The relation of 


the Captain of a Veſſel, to the Admiralty, as Mr. Yorke told me - 


the ſtory, has ſomething very ſtriking in it. He lay off Liſbon on 
this fatal 1ſt of November, preparing to hoiſt fail for England. 
| He looked towards the city in the morning, which gave the promiſe _ 
of a fine day, and ſaw that proud Metropolis rife above the waves, 
- flouriſhing in wealth and plenty, and founded on a rock that promiſed 
a Poet's eternity, at leaſt, to its grandeur. He looked an hour after 


and faw the city involved in flames and ſinking in thunder. A fight 
more awful mortal eyes could not behold on this ſide the day of doom. 


And yet does not human pride make us miſcaleulate? A drunken 
beggar ſhall work as horrid a deſolation with a kick of his foot againſt 
an ant-hill, as ſubterraneous air and fermented minerals, to a populous 
city. And if we take in the univerſe of things, rather with a : 
philoſophic than a religious eye, where is the difference in point of 
real importance between them. A difference there is, and a very | 
ſenſible one in the merit of the two ſocieties. The little Troglodytes 
amaſs neither ſuperfluous nor imaginary wealth; and conſequently 
have neither drones nor rogues amongſt them. In the confuſion, we 
. NC $i | : | . ſee, 


11 


ſee, conſid is fuck. 2 deſolation, we find, by their immediate care 
to repair and remedy the general miſchief, that none abandons him- 
ſelf to deſpair, and ſo ſtands gt n i e nn, and Coroners' 
inqueſts: but, as the Poet ſays, 


« In this tis God directs, in that, "is man,” : 


And you will fay, remember the ſovereignty of Reaſon. To this I 
reply, that the common definition of man is falſe : he is not a reaſoning 
animal. The beſt you can predicate of him is, that he is an animal 
capable of reaſon, and this too we take upon old tradition. For it 
has not been my fortune yet to meet, I won't fay with any one man, 
but I may ſafely ſwear with any one order of men, who ever did reaſon. 
And this I am afraid our friend Towne will ſoon find to his coſt. 


LETTER LAXXVII, 


Pur. Part, Decenber 1 175 8 


Jus UST now Mr Allen has ſhewn me a rapes which; 
he ſays, was ſent to him by the poſt, though I had ſeen the title, 
without knowing what to make of it, in the news- papers. I have 
read it, and you may judge with what ſentiments. Though I have no 
date to judge from what quarter it comes, yet I am as ſure of the 
author as if I had ſeen it written: for I know but of one man from 
whoſe heart or whoſe pen ſo fine a ow of irony could come. 


EE. Entitled, On the 3 of NING A FRED” Didertation addreſſed to the . 
of the 8 H. | 
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Therefore if I be miſtaken, do not undeceive me, for the pleaſure of 


_ thinking from whence it comes to me, is as great as the gift. In the 


mean time I fay to every body elſe (even to Mr. Allen, who however 
on the firſt reading told me that the keen ſoftneſs, the politeneſs, and 
the delicacy he thought could come but from one hand) what I fay to 


you, that I have had no data to judge of the author, that I ſaw it firſt 
by accident after the publication, and that I am ſure Mr. Jortin will 


do me the juſtice to think I had no hand in it, becauſe I am ſure he 


does not think I am able; in which he is not out. 


I will be frank with you, next to the pleaſure of ſeeing 1570 0 
finely praiſed, is the ſatisfaction I take in ſeeing Jortin mortified. I 
know to what degree it will do it. He deſerves to be mortified on 


_ this occafion. It will do him good, and this is the worſt I wiſh him. 
There was bat one thing that I in good earneſt reſented for its baſeneſs, 


and grieved at for its meanneſs. It is where ſpeaking of Eibanius (I 


think in the 6th Diff. I am ſure in one of the fix), he evidently in- 


ſinuates that Julian was murdered by ſome Chriſtians amongſt his own' 
ſoldiers. You know I have a large note in my Julian to refute this 
calumny : and at the concluſion of it, it is that I refer the determi- . 
nation to Jortin in that compliment, that the author of the 7th 
Diſſertation makes ſo fine an uſe of. And this is the determination 


that this amiable-minded man thinks fit to make upon the occaſion. 


Seriouſly I think I have in this elegant raillery more than full ſatis- 


faction for all that torrent of ribaldry that has gone over me and yet 
Bere 1 am, as Juſtice Shallow ſays in the play) ſince firſt I commenced 
author. I have told you my pleaſure in ſeeing this piece; but I will 


not ſay one word of my gratitude to the author. And only one word 


of my wonder, that ſo finiſhed a thing was compoſed- and printed 
almoſt as ſoon as Jortin's heavy book could get into people's hands. 
Fou are very good to our friends at Grantham to take notice of thoſe 

two boys; but the boaſt of their being known to you will do them ſo 
much credit, and perhaps make them aſpire to 9 that it is but 
—_ 


I mentioned 
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1 mentioned to our excellent friend my intention of putting the 
view of Bolingbroke into the hands of the people in a ſmall and cheap. 
vol. You will ſee one advertiſed after the holydays, called the ſecond. 
edition. But this is not it. This is in the large ſize: and only the 
two firſt letters and the apology now prefixed, are corrected juſt as 
they will appear in the ſmall ſized volume, to which, I have put the 
laſt hand. The third and- fourth letters in this 8vo. edition being juſt 
as they were at firſt. I have a particular partiality for theſe letters, as 
you may perceive by my ſaying ſo much of them, and perhaps with as 
little reaſon as moſt partialities are founded: on. 

T he other day Mrs. Allen was ſaying you talked when you was 
here in Summer, of coming hither at Chriſtmas, for that you had - 
ſome days then to ſpare; and ſeems to think you will; for I will aſſure 
you I never ſaw her receive ſo much pleaſure in any viſit, as in that. 
I told her, if you did, I had forgot. But what if you tried to divert 
your melancholy by a trip hither. Ican carry you back the latter end 
of January. 

Our honeſt friend, the little Perſona Dramatis, will I ſuppoſe be with 
you at Chriſtmas, or rather is with you already, as I judge by 55 
Atheliian's going to be put in rehearſal. Remember me kindly to 
him, and tell him I ſuppoſe it was not on the invitation of a Muſe, 
but rather of a Grace, that he has been kept ſo long at Newcaſtle. 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


| Hap not your genius detected you, you would other- 
' wiſe have been found out, by me.. To have hid yourſelf in the 
crowd of thoſe who call themſelves one's. friends, you ſhould have 
employed that ſobriety and reteniie which you fo finely celebrate, 
inſtead of that profuſion of heart, which belongs but to one friend 
> 


In) ; 


in an age, and ſo diſtinguiſhes him from every body . The public 
will have it_that I wrote this Diſſertation myſelf ; which, was it not 


for the malignity of the e I ſhould receive with much 


fatisfaQtion. 


If Mr. Balguy ! labert that I: am let into the ſecret let him under- 


ſtand how kindly I take his part in it. 


I dare ſay it will have the effect of IthurieF's s ſpear, the beft effect 1 


: could with it, of reſtoring the remarker to his real form.” : 


PriweFark, December 29th," 1 7 55. 


— 


LETTER 0 


* December goth, I 17 5 5. 


WI HO they are of jortin- s friends you have met with, 
I don't know ; but they muſt be dirty fellows indeed who can think 


I have no reaſon. to complain of his mean, low, and ungrateful 
conduct towards me; or that the pamphlet, which expreſſes ſo much 


reſentment of it, was of my writing. Jortin is himſelf as vain as 
he is dirty, to imagine I am obliged to him for holding his hand. 


And perhaps, if the truth were known, it was to this inſolence he 


muſt aſcribe the ſeventßh Di ifertation. No body has yet written againſt 


me but at their own expence; and if he be a gainer, I will forgive a 
him. The profuſion of compliment in the Diſſertation is ſo great, 


that he muſt be very malignant who can ſuppoſe I gave it to myſelf; 
and, at thie ſame time, ſo warm, that he muſt be very dull, not to ſee 
it came from a generous and zealous friend. Whoever he be, I envy 

Was; that he has got the tart of me; and that it was not my good 
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fortune to do that for him, which he has done for me; that is to ſay, 
Give a ſeaſonable reproof to little low envy under the maſk of friendſhip. 


And I wiſh you would take an opportunity to ſay all this, from me, 
and in my name, to thoſe friends of Dr. Jortin —1 am, & o. | 


LETTER XC. 


AS to old Maynard, perhaps you may underſtand him 
beſt, by compariſon. He and Whitlock were both Lawyers of 
family, and in the long Parliament; both of the Preſbyterian faction; 
both learned and eminent in their profeſſion ; moderate, ſage, and 
ſteady. So far they agreed. In this they differed, Maynard had ſtrong 
parts with a ſerious modeſty; Whitlock was weak and vain: and by 
theſe defects only, more ſelf-intereſted. A ſenſe of honour made 
Maynard ſtick to the Preſbyterian faction, and to fall with them; but, 
as he had much phlegm and caution, not, like Hollis and Stapleton, 
to fall for them. So that he was never marked out by the Independents 
for their firſt ſacrifices. On the contrary, Whitlock forſook his 
party in diſtreſs; but as he had the other's moderation, it was. by flow 
and gentle degrees; and ſo, as it happened, decently. But his 
weakneſs. and vanity, which expoſed him to the groſs flattery of the 
Independent leaders, had at leaſt an equal ſhare in this, with his ſelfiſh- 
' neſs which made him follow their power. From this time he was 
with every party that was uppermoſt, fo that by the time the King 
cane in, he was grown ſo contemptible, rather than obnoxious (for 
he never abuſed his intereſt), that he was only fit to be forgot: though 
be had had the early friendſhip of Hyde. While Maynard, by adhering 
ts but not n to the party he ſet out with, was revereneed 

thn | by 


| -T Aa 

| by all; and had he not been more intent on the affairs of his profeſſion, 
than on public buſineſs, might have become conſiderable by ſtation. 
He went through the whole reign of Charles and James the II. with 


the fame ſteady pace, and the ſame adherence to his party: but 


dy his party I rather mean Preſbytery for the ſake of civil liberty, than 
to civil liberty for the fake of Preſbytery. He lived you know to ſee 
the Revolution, and made that fine reply to the Prince of Orange's 
compliment From whence you might take occaſion to lay the ſcene 
in the evening of that day. It is natural to ſuppoſe two or three of his 


intimates of the young lawyers, came that evening to compliment him 


on the credit he had done their profeſſion, at that audience. 


My deareſt friend how kind are your congratulations on my ſon! if 


he lives to be brought up in the fear of God and the love of good men 


like you, he is then to be reckoned amongſt thoſe true a Eg which © 


Providence has to largely beſtowed on me. 

I propoſe to be in town in about e I hope warm 
weather will ſoon eome on, to bring you thither, in your way to the 
ſea, and to turn in, to Bedford-Row, where a College preparation ſhall 


be made for you, that is to ſay, a bed, a diſh of tea, and a e = 


mutton, while you _ with us. 


9 May 8th, 1756. 
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LETTER XCI. 


Mr. HURD 0 Dr. WARBURTON. 


. 


LOL | Canbridge, December _ 1756. 
Rev. SIR, | 


I Have. ſo many nas: to thank you for. ! in your favour 
| of the 25th, that I hardly know which to begin with firſt. I take 
that which intereſts me moſt, I mean your projected Preface to the 
ſecond vol. of the Legation. If the former is to be only diſplaced, 
I have no objection. - But if you mean to leave it quite out, I cannot 
eafily give my aſſent. I know that a great part of it was chiefly 
proper to the time. And Webſter you think too inſignificant (if, 
beſides, the poor man were not diſabuſed before now) to have this 
diſtinction continued to him. Yet, for all this, I ſhall regret the loſs. 
I think it, in point of writing, one of your maſter-pieces. The para- 
graph to the memory of Biſhop Hare is ſo fine in itſelf, and lets one 
into ſo much of your own friendly temper, that I would not part with 
it. And the concluding page to the Univerſities flatters me, as a 
member of one of them, to that degree, that I muſt needs wiſh to 
preſerve that. Tis true, you have been ill recompenced for the 
nobleſt compliment that ever was paid them. Many individuals, at 
leaſt, of both Univerſities, have ſhewn how little they deſerved this 
honour. But the riſing generation, .I truſt, will be wiſer. I can 
aſſure you that the more ingenious and promiſing of thoſe that are 
getting up in this place are much devoted to you. Your books are 

4 : In 


t 87 ] 5 
in their hands, and they value themſelves upon the eſteem they have 


for them. On this account, I cannot enough rejoice at your editions 


of our two great Poets. Young people will be reading ſuch things. 


And the acquaintance, they make by this means with their Commen- 


tator, leads them afterwards: much farther. I know this by ſome 


experience. At the ſame time, I muſt own to you, my own caſe was 
difterent ; and OP this occaſion to o penn of it, 1 will tell N 


what it was. 
For the firſt years 0 my We in the Univerkiy, ko Tn was 
labouring through the uſual courſes of Logic, Mathematics, and 


Philoſophy, I heard little of your name and writings. And the little | 


J did hear, was not likely to encourage a young man, that was under 
direction, to enquire further after either. In the mean time, I grew 


up into the uſe of a little common ſenſe ; my commerce with the 


people of the place was enlarged. Still the clamours increaſed 
againſt you, and the appearence of your ſecond volume opened many 
mouths. I was then Batchelor of Arts; and, having no immediate 
| buſineſs on my hands, I was led by a ſpirit of perverſeneſs to ſee 
what there was in theſe decried volumes, that had given ſuch offence. 

To fay the truth, there had been ſo much apparent. bigotry and 
inſolence in the invectives I had heared, though echoed, as was faid, 
from men of note amongſt us, that I wiſhed, perhaps, out of pure 
ſpite, to find them ill founded. And I doubt, I was half deter- 


| mined in your favour, before I knew: any thing of the merits of the 


caſe. 

The effect of all this was, that I took the D. L. down with me 
into the country, where I was going to ſpend the ſummer of, I think, 
1740, with my friends. I there read the three volumes at my leiſure, 
and with the impreſſion I ſhall never forget. I returned to College 


the Winter following, not ſo properly your convert, as all over ſpleen 
and prejudice againſt your defamers. From that time, I think, IL am 


32 to ca my GRO with you. There was ſomething in your mind, 


ſtil! 
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. chat kuck une In a 
word, I grew a conſtant reader of you. I enquired after your other 
works. I got the Alliance into my hands; and met with the Eſſay 
on Portents and Prodigies, which laſt I liked the better, and ſtill like 
it, becauſe I underſtood it was moſt abuſed by thoſe who owed you 
no good-will. Things were in this train, when the Comment on 
Pope appeared. That comment, and the connexion I chanced then to 
have with Sir E. L. made me a poor critic. And in that condition 
you found me. I became, on the ſudden, your acquaintance ; and 
am now happy in being your friend. —You have here a flight ſketch 
of my hiſtory; at leaft, of the only part of it, which will ever 
deſerve notice. But in giving it, I have wandered: too far from my 
purpoſe, to which I return. | 
A As I faid, J cannot eaſily bring wylelk to give up the old 8 5 

Otherwiſe, this has the advantage greatly in many reſpects. T. is a 
more creditable dunce than W. And the ſubject is not ſo perſonal 
as the other. As to the manner of introducing it, I ean truſt your 
judgment to chooſe the beſt. I cannot but think what you mention 
an extremely proper one. But of this I cannot determine fo well, as ; 
I have not ſeen the diſcourſe itſelf. But, by the way, what do you 
think to do with the Appendix to this volume againſt Tiliard and 
Sykes? I would not loſe them on any account. And why might 
not T. rank with them? After all, keep me but the old Preface in 
ſome ſhape or other, and I will have no Sos with on about the 
poet | 

You have my beſt thanks for your 2 on the ſecond 
volume. I need not ſay how much it flatters my vanity and my 
lazineſs to find them ſo few. But what I have moſt reaſon to value 
myſelf upon, is in reprobating, as I had done in my-own mind, the 
two notes you lay your finger upon. I am certainly, I begin to fay 
to myſelf, a no deſpicable critic, that have ſo true a judgment in 
— my own faults. You had never given me the leaſt hint 

Os 
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of aw. Yet they were both in my cual when, 1 ſaid thers 
were ſome things in this ſecond volume to ſtrike out. Vou ſee how 
arrogant I am in taking the merit of this cenſure to myſelf. 

The ſupplement to the diſcourſe on P. I. is not, I am afraid, 
what you would expect from it. By the way, your hint from Tacitus 
_ furniſhes a fine example of what I much wanted. To fave myſelf 
trouble, and to give it the air of agrement, which the faſtidious, you 
know, look for in theſe matters, I have thrown it into a letter at the 
end of the volume; and have addreſſed it to Mr. Maſons becauſe 1 
had a mind to give him this little mark of my eſteem. I fancy you 


will have no objection to this form (and the rather, as the inſertion of 


three or four ſheets would hurt the order of the other diſcourſe, which 
beſides is already too long), and for what is wanting in the matter, if 
the e W that We Due, you ny ee RAS 


LETTER, xc. 


| 1 | Yanuery 10 17 57. 


% 


Your little hiſtory i is very dear to me, thou gh it calls 


the fins of my youth to remembrance, I was very much a boy when 


I wrote that thing about prodigies, and I had never the courage to 
look into it fince, ſo I have quite forgot all the nonſenſe that it contains. 


But ſince you mention it, I will tell you how it came to ſee the light. 
I met many years ago with. an ingenious Iriſhman at a Coffee-houſe near 
ae a where 1 lodged. He ſtudied the law, and was very poor. 


1 had 
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5 had given him ! for ny a dinner; and at laſt I gave hi 
thoſe papers, Which he ſold to the bookſellers for more money than 
you would think, much more than they were worth. But I muſt 
finiſh the hiſtory both of the Iriſhman and the papers. Soon after, 
he got acquainted with Sir William Vounge, wrote for Sir Robert, 
and was made Attorney-General of Jamaica: he married there an 
opulent widow, and died very rich, a few years ago here in England: 
but of ſo ſcoundrel a temper, that he avoided ever coming into my 
ſight: ſo that the memory of all this intercourſe between us has been 
buried in ſilence till this moment. And who ſhould this man be 122 
one of the heros of the Dunciad, Concannen by name. ji 
The papers had a ſimilar fortune. A few years before Curt's Jenks: Z 
bs wrote me a letter to acquaint me he had bought the property of my | 
excellent diſcourſe, and that as it had been long out of print, he was 
going to re- print it, only he deſired to know if I had any additions or 
alterations to make, he ſhould be glad of the honour of receiving them. 
The writer and the contents of his letter very much alarmed me So 
I I wrote to Mr. Knapton to go to the fellow and buy my own book of 
him again, which he did. And ſo ended this ridiculous affair,” Which 
may be a warning to young ſcribblers. | 1 
I had paſſed a thorough condemnation | on the Preface: : but on 
your pleading for this culprit, I have looked at it. I don't know 
what to ſay. If I can make any thing of it, and reform it to my 
mind, and you be really in earneſt, it may ſtand. If this ſhould be 
the caſe, which nothing but your See a e induce me to think of, 


9 if you obſerve, I begin upon a new vader. and it is much better 
divided than the firſt volume. FA 
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LETTER XIV. e 


Mr. HURD b Dr. WARBURTON. 


„„ eee 757. 


Vo may be ſure I was not a little pleaſed with hike 

bome things; you fay in your letter to. I could not reſiſt the temp- 
tation of taking a copy of the jr part of it. Vou will gueſs for 
what reaſon, and will excuſe the liberty. I wonder your correſpondent 
could be ſo much off his guard as to give you ſuch an opening. It 
was very indiſcreet to brin 1g you and his politicians ſo near together. 

I honour your frankneſs. in eee him ſo e what you TE 
of the latter. 
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Your generoſity to the Dunciad- hero S the Joſt obleryation : 4 
154 
you make in the letter 20 the Editor of the three Letters, i that exceſs, 'Y 
« though in the ſocial paſſions, lays us more open to popular cenſure |. 
« than even the total want of them.” I fay this the rather becauſe 9 
your calumniators, you may be ſure, have not failed to buzz about 'Y 
this quondam connexion with a man who ſo little deſerved the honour 1 
of it. But the triumphs of ſuch men are ever owing to their dulneſs 
or their meanneſs.. The /atter is the caſe at preſent. Having no 1 
affections themſelves, it is no wonder they are not liable to ſuch _ , 
illuſions ; ; and jodging f ak bene it is no wonder NY condemn 


1 62 J 
in others what they have not Hearts good enough to underſtand. For, 
as the virtuous Cowley ſaid well— 
ow © hergic &xaltatiqns of good 
Are ſo far from underſtood | 


We count them vice— 
We look not upon virtue in her height, 


On her ſupreme idea, hrave and bright; 
In the original light: | 
But as her beams reflected paſs _ 


Thro' our nature, or ill cuſtom's glaſs, 


And now let your revilers make their beſt of your acquaintance 
with M. C. Eſq. 

But I have more to ſay to your quondam Authorſhip, You "Tal 
a right to undervalue your firſt attempts in literature as much as you 
pleaſe. The fo much greater things, you have dope fince, are your 
varrapt for ſo doing. But I ſhould npt be very patient of this language 
from any other. The truth is, and I am not afraid to ſay it zoundly 
to apy man: not .ope of all the wrietches that have written or rail 
againſt you, and who affect to find great confolatian in this firſt eſcape 


of your pen, Was ever able. in the cm? of his parts and judgment 


to produce any thing half ſo goed. Mr. Balguy and. I read it together 
ſome years ago, and we agreed there was the ſame ingenuity of ſen- 
timent and vigour of expreſſion as in your other works; in a word, 
that it was a fine effort of genius, not yet formed indeed and matured, 
but even in this jnvenility portending plainly enough what you were 
one day to be capable of. I have read it again very lately, and 1 
think of it juſt the Game. 80 that I almoſt blame your anxiety about 
. Curl's edition. It was not worth, perhaps, yaur owning in form, 
But your reputation was not concerned to ſuppreſs it. Ons ſees in it 
your early warmth in the cauſe of virtue and public liberty, and your 
original way of ftriking out new hints on. common ſubjects. There 
are many fine obſervations. up and down. Amongſt which, that in the 
| Dedication, on the characters of the three great Romans, which you 
have fince adopted in the notes on Pope, is admirable. In running 


it | 
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it over this laſt time, I find I have ſtolen a hint from you which I 
was not aware of. It is what I ſay of the Apes of Plato and 
Ariſtotle, in p. 79. of Comm. on Ep. to Aug! taken from what you 
ſay in p. 9. on that ſubject. I ſhould not have ſaid ſo much on 
this matter (for I am as much above the thought of flattering you 
as vo are above the want of it) but that I think your ſhyneſs in 


ing this little proluſion of your genius, gives a handle to 
your low malignant cavillers which you need not have afforded them. 
1 muſt further requeſt it of you; as a favour, that if Knapton has not 


deſttoyed the copies, you would oblige me with half a dozen or ſo, 


which you may truſt me to diſpoſe of in a proper manner. I aſk it 
the rather, becauſe 0 could never get one into my own poſſeſſion. 1 
have tried ſeveral times, and now very lately this winter out of Baker's 
ſale;, but it was bought up before I could order it. Such a cu rioſity 


have both your” friends and enemies to treaſure up this proſcribed : 


volume. 
I'have thought 22A of- this Pfefats to t & ſebnd vol. of the L. 


| I think it not ſo proper to introduce it * the ſecond part. Ian 
beſides afraid of your altering it too much. I will tell you then what 
has come into my head. When one of theſe days you make a com- 


plete collection of your works, you muſt by all means put together 
your controverſial pieces by themſelves: They will make, I believe, 
about a couple of volumes. And this Preface may come in amonigſt 
the reſt; entire, as it now ſtands under the title of . the Preface to 


«" the fitſt edition of the ſecond vol. in 1740. I think this propoſal, | 
on all accounts, the beſt. And then Taylor may ſtand where you- 


firſt deſigned,” and where indeed he will figure to moſt advantage. 
Ptay tell me immediately what you think of this propoſal. | 

| 2” ſhall perhaps write again in a poſt or two. For 1 have other 
matters to trouble you with in abthdince,” But I have tifed you 


pretty well for the preſent. 3 
R. HURD. 
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LETTER Xcv. 

You! wal ln do well to take what copies of any 
papers I ſend you, you ſee proper. Thoſe villains, if any ſuch there 
be, who upbraid me with my acquaintance and correſpondence with the 
gentlemen of the Dunciad, know I at the ſame time e e = 
to the world in Tibbald's edition of Shakeſpear, in Mr. P.'s life 
time.—Till his letters were publiſhed I had as indifferent an $66 Gag 
of his morals as they pretended to have. Mr. P. knew this, and had 
the juſtice to own to me that I fairly followed appearances, when I 
| thought well of them, and ill of him. He owned indeed that on 
reading that edition, he was ſorry to find a man of genius got amongſt 
them, for he told me he was greatly ſtruck with my notes. This 
converſation happened to paſs in company, on one of them ſaying, 
they wondered I would give any thing to. ſuch a fellow as Tibbald : 
Mr. P. faid immediately, there was no wonder at all: I took him for | 
an honeſt man as he had done, and on that footing had viſited him— 
and then followed what I relate above. This was the only time the 
ſubject ever came upon the tapis. For he. was too delicate to 
mention any thing of it to me alone. | 

I am glad you conſent to my firſt thoughts of omitting the 8 ; 
ſhort Preface, at preſent at leaſt. As Cibber ſupplied: the place of 
Tibbald (whom we have been talking of), fo ſhall Taylor take place 
of. Webſter, though 1 will tell you my mind fincerely, I do not think 
he has nearly ſo good an underſtanding as Webſter. But it requires 
an infinitely better than either of them has to underſtand this plaineſt 
of truths, that the moſt learned Dunce when, or wherever, be ex1 22 
remains ſtill the ſame Dunce in <vhich he came into the world. 


I will not forget your fond requeſt, when I fee Mr. Knapton. 


You 
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correcting the ſecond, and regulating the whole plan of the third. 
The ſecond part of the ſecond eſpecially will be new run and new 


founded; and what the Rabbins fay of Aaron's foundery, will I hope 


be reverſed, and that which went in a calf, will come out a man. 


But what is man ! a fit of ſpleen, a fit of illneſs, and laſtly death 
may wipe out all theſe glorious viſions with which my brain at preſent 


is painted over: as Law ſaid it once was (but falſely) with hierogly- 
phics. But I hope the beſt, becauſe I only aim at the honour of 
God and good of man. When I fay this I need not perhaps add 
(as I do with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs), ' that I ſhall, n. never wittingly 
advance one falſehood, or conceal or diſguiſe one trut 

I hope I need not ay that | leaning: from. you always gives me the 
greateſt pleaſure. 

I believe, I and my ts ſhall fit forward for Lan in the! 


beginning of February. Mr. Allen, 1 ſuppoſe, not till the beginning 
of March. He is afraid of the ſmell of the paint. 


I think I can ſay what I have to ſay about ſimilar rites and 
cuſtoris (at the end of the firſt part) in a reaſonable compaſs. It 


will confiſt only of a number of inſtances 'of ſimilar cuſtoms of a ; 
ſtriking nature, which all would judge imitations and traductive, if 


that ſyſtem be the true, yet by reaſon of the diſtance of place, 
the parties being utter ſtrangers to one another, the circumſtances of 
ſocieties, the intereſts of the bodies practiſing g. the evidence of the 
paſſions, ſituations, conditions, &c. which gave birth to them, we 
muſt needs pronounce no imitations. The conſequence is, that the 
general ſolution of this phenomenon is in our common nature. 
Whether you will like this plan I know not. For 1 have no more 


to ſay. You” have been beforehand with me in delivering the 
philoſophic principles of theſe conclafions,' though on a more particular 


| queſtion, poetical imitation. However pray tell me what you think 


* 


You will be pleaſed when I tell you that T-vigw vigorouſly engaged 
both in the ſecond and laſt vol: of the Divine Legation. 'I am 
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off it. If you 8 thoroughly approve ofi it, pray; ſay ſoʒ bor 1 
ſhould be glad to be excuſed tlie trouble, when I have ſo many other 
parts of the Book to; retouch. I can tell you beforehand: this wilbbe 

to yours, what 3 1 on uumen ir is bi- e on man. 


Prior« Furl Junuary r2th, 1757: 
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T Have received your little packet. I truſt to your 
judgment about the quotation. Without affectation, I don't remember - 
a ſingle thought in that little eſſay, having never logked into. it ſince 
the time of publiſhing it. I remember, the Speaker (who had the 
curioſity to have it bought for him at an auction) ſpoke to me of it 
in his bombaſt way; but I thought no. better of it for that, becauſe 


I I imagined the turgidneſs of a young {eribbler, . e is maß 


nificent ſpirit, always upon the ſtilts. 
- You, have ſo, well poliſhed Virgil's Shield, pe, it is. yours A right, 5 
and I deſire. you ill: give me leave ta quote it rom you.. 
You have ſo well. entered into my idea of the callida Junctura, that 

I think it excellent. 
I could not forbear Seading you a . fine icited, dialogue from a 
comedy of Shirley, called the Charges, or Love in a Maze. You will be 

| pleaſed with it but not ſo with the introduction to it: becauſe 1. 
take occaſion, from your note of the juncturs to introduce it, when, 

on reflection, it has little or nothing to do ith. it. But the humour | 
of the dialogue will amuſe Jou. 1 


1 a, 


1 


J am more ſatisfied with another ſcrap of paper 1 ſend you for 
your Dialogue on the Conſtitution ; where I endeavour te obviate an 
objection that might be #etorted\on your main principle. You. may 
venture the freedom of it in the mouth of a Maynard. 

I think your emendation of /buts for ſhakes, is excellent and incon- 
teſtable. It clears up what ſtuck ſo much with me be tyrannous 


breathing of the North, Had Jortin played the hypercritic in this 
manner, the world would have ſuſpected that I had other reaſons of 


my complaints beſides want of friendſhip. 


What you fay of Heathcote is exactly right. His matter is rational, 


but ſuperficial and thin Ipread. He will prove as great a ſeribbler as 
Comber. They are both ſenſible, and both hive reading. The 
difference is, that the one has ſo much vivacity as to make him ridi- 
culous; the other ſb little, as to be unentertainin g. -Comber's excelfive: 
_ vanity may be matched by H.'s pride: which 1 think is a muck. 
worſe quality. If we may call theſe, two qualities, when they ariſe 
from the fame root, and only receive this circumſtantial diverſity from 
the different tempers of the ſubject; it being, in a good-hatured 


man, what we call-vanity, in an ill-natured man, pride. Pray aſk our 


friend of St. John's whether my metaphyſico-cthical philoſophy be 


right. He is one of the beſt judges T know, becauſe I think he has 
of this quality or qualities, neither root nor branch. And he has. 


waded very far into the great Latrina of humanity, without ſuffering 


himſelf to be defiled in the paſſage : he has been only too inſcnfible 7 


of the inſults of the ſcavengers that came in his way. 


kr. Pant, Yanury 15th, 1757. 
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LETTER KXCVIL 


5 N OTHING can be kinder has your two favours of 
the 12th and 15th. I begin with the laſt, firſt. _ 
You are very good to let me have my humour in — little 
| quotation. To fay the truth, my only end in it is to gratify my 
own ſpleen. I would give a pack of wretches to underſtand, that 
your friends can appeal to the Eſſay as well as they. And when they 
know this, they will be ſenſible perhaps of the impotency of their 
malice, if of nothing elſe. I like the Speaker's judgment very well. 
I did not think he had read his Milton to fo good purpoſe. 
You are too polite, as well as too kind for me. Since you will ” 
have it ſo, the Shield ſhall paſs as my property. 1 often think of the 
old fable, fo well told in Mr. Allen's picture; What a figure ſhould 
I make if my feathers were well plucked ? Tis true, I have this 
conſolation : there would be none but b . 8 feathers found upon 
me. 
You flatter me A 8 I have entered * * es of the 
callida junctura. I thought, from looking into Dacier, that it 
wanted explanation. But I never ſend a hint to you without being 
à gainer by it. The ſhort dialogue you tranſcribe from Shirley is 
incomparable. : It will make a fine concluſion to my note, and ſhall 
| ſtand inſtead of the two paltry obſervations I make on the ſubject of 


it. The remark will be new too, as well as pertinent. 7: 
. | doubt 


Find 


169 ] 


1 doubt you are too . to hs hypercritical enn 7 


It is taking an extravagant liberty with the text. But I take for 
granted you ſee nothing abſurd, at leaſt, in the conjecture, or you 


would have mentioned it. So it ſhall e' en ſtand where it 0 as it 


will help to enliven a little a very dry note. 


I am mightily pleaſed with your objection to my main SAY | 


and your anſwer to it. It is a very material conſideration ; and you 
may be ſure I ſhall make my beſt uſe of it. I underſtand your: _ 
hint to Mr. Balguy, and ſhall acquaint him with it. 

I come; now to your other letter.—I am proud of the Liberty: yo 
give me of copying any of your papers. I promiſe you, it ſhall not 
be my fault, if any improper uſe be ever made of them. 

I am ready to quarrel with you for ſaying one word of your u p- 
braidees. This was not treating me with your uſual goodneſs. Alas, 
L underſtand the condition of theſe poor creatures ſo well, that if you 
would be. ruled by me, you ſhould not deprive them of this little 
conſolation of their envy. I know, too, the reaſon of your former 
diſtaſte to Mr, P. It was not only his connexions with ſome you 
| had reaſon to think ill of, but his 45e of one. you loved. Was not 
this the beſt of reaſons? Yet it could not be but that two ſuch 
men would come at length to underſtand each other. And when 


you did; nature had taken care.that you ſhould be faſt friends for life. 
But your worthleſs. enemies are as quick at eſpying contradictions in 


your life, as in your writings, And the cauſe is not unlike. They 
want hearts to underſtand a conſiſteney in moral action; juſt as their bad 
heads will not let them find out a conſiſtency in rational diſcourſe. 

The more 1 think of it, the more 1 am ſatisfied with Taylor 8 
allotted; ſtation in the new edition—Sedet I 1 
* be ſure I ſubſcribe to your aphoriſm. 

I. ſhall rely on your thinking of me when, you ſee Mr. Ks. I 
baren deal of the Speaker s curioſity. I would have every thing ra 
you have ever written in my poſſeſſion. | 
"0 | Nothing 
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Nothing but the love of order (as beſits a good critic) conld have 
kept me from touching on the paragraph I now come to, firſt. You 
delight me above meaſure in ſaying that you are vigorouſly employed 
about the hr volume of the Legation. I do not expect to ſee all 
your plans filled up. For, beſides that you have many upon your 

hands, you will always be forming new ones. But this favourite, this 

capital one muſt be completed. It fignifies little that people clamour 
for it and expect it. Lou owe it to yourſelf, to truth, and to poſterity. 
Vou think it immaterial perhaps that this monument of yourſelf 
ſhould be entire. And the virtugſ, for any thing I know, might like 
it the better for its not being ſo, But who hercafter will be able to 
throw thoſe lights on rengion which theſe preparatory volumes now 
enable you to throw upon it? And would you envy theſe lights to 
the ages to come, that are more and more likely to ſtand in need of 
them! I only put theſe queſtions to ſhew you that nothing in my 
opinion deſerves ſo much the whole ſtretch and application of your 
parts and induftry to finiſh, as this great work. I dare fay you will 
make great improvements in the other volumes, for you ſpeak of 
great alterations. But the completion of this laſt, is your life's in/lant 
bufinefs. nor M ue ne Co CRT IO e 
frall not be deferred. | 

5 eee I think it of great 

importance and curioſity. And what you defign upon the ſubject is 
fully ſufficient. The philoſophy of that queſtion will of courſe be 
in that famous paragraph in the D. L. which Middleton in a teſty 
humour bit at, and broke his teeth upon. You love to be complaiſant 
to your friends. But all my wordy diſſertation is only a hint catched 
from you, and applied to a ſingle inconfiderable ſubject. You will 
now conſider it in a much larger and nobler view. Beſides, is it for 
me to e e e e WnGek # 
0 - moſt 


1 


I moſt firmly believe your generous declaration, that you gala never 
wittinghy advance one falſehood, or conceal or diſguiſe one truth. And 
this it is which, beſides ſome tender regards of another nature, makes 


me ſo anxiouſly wiſh that your health and ſpirits may hold out with 


your deſigns. It is a ſerious truth, that the brighteſt viſions that were 


ever painted on the human underſtanding are Iiable to many accidents. 
But your age, your vigorous conſtitution, but above all your ſerene 
and happy life, diſturbed by none of thoſe great or little paſſions 
which make ſuch ravages in other minds, are ſo many arguments for 


the durability of yours. And with this grateful preſage I conclude 
: my long letter ; for which, though it needs an excuſe, I will make 


none, as knowing the entire indulgence you give to every trouble Ron 
comes to 7m from, deareſt Sir, &c. 5 | | 
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T had written AS above letter yeſterday, boreſeeing that T 
| * thould not have leiſure for it to day. Laſt night I was favoured : 


i f with yours of the 1 8th ; which, with the incloſed paper, I hall 


5 ſhew to Mr. Balguy this afternoon, and write you our Joint thoughts 
of it by e poſt. Once more, adieu. VV 
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1. E 25 T ER xm. 


| Tue contents of the incloſed paper is for a note at 

p. 484. ſecond vol. D. L. where I enter upon the book of Job. 
I occafionally take notice of ſome of my anſwerers as I go along, 
in the notes, chiefly Grey and Peters. As for Worthington, Lowth, 
Garnet, Chappelow, &c. I am entirely filent on their chapters. 
The paper I ſend you is the introductory note to thoſe mentioned 
above. I need not explain it to vou. You will underſtand every 
word. What I want to know is whether ſome parts of it be not 
too ſevere. Whatever there is of this kind I ſhall gladly ſtrike out. 
For though I have had provocation enough, I can affure you, * have 
no reſentment. I perhaps may not be thought the beſt judge of my* 
own temper in this matter, and reaſonably. But why I fay I have fo 
little reſentment I colle& from hence, that there is not one word 
in this vol. againſt them, which I could not with the greateſt indif- 
ference ſtrike out, either with reaſon or without. I do not expect 
the world ſhould. do me this juſtice, becauſe they are to judge by 
appearances, and appearances are againſt me, for there are cauſtic 
ſtrokes enough againſt the ignorance and ill faith of my adverſaries. 
But if this be reſentment, it is the reſentment I thould ſhew againſt 
vice and folly, in the caſe of any other honeſt man. LI only ſay this 
to ſnew you how frankly you may deal by me, without oppoſing 

either my vanity or reſentment. However I expect you ſhould laugh 
at the concluding tale, and if it be not too offenſive to ſtand, to tell 
me, perhaps Mr. Balguy can, the name of this ſturdy beggar of the 
deep, I think the failors call it the Fidler,* from its motion in ſwim- 
ming. But I am not certain that I do not confound two different 


animals. 
. , g er 18th, mT 55. 


* Naturalfts call i. Bernard neu ET, 3 
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L E 1 K R xx. 


* Should not have W you more curious | than 
others about the products of Bp. Garnet's pen; for I believe it was 
the book leaſt read of any that ever yet appeared in 4to. though it 
wanted nothing to een the N 4 but * written on a 
0 writing paper.” : 

This man, on Chih frivolous pretence or ei alters the time I 
aſſign to the writing the book of Job a little later or ſooner, I forget 
which, and then takes the whole ſyſtem to himſelf. But this altera- 
tion was made with fuch ill luck, that all my arguments for the 
ſupport of the ſyſtem are evaded, and become ufeleſs. You who 
knew nothing of this, muſt needs think the paper dull and obſcure. 
But my enemies have often miſled me in this manner, they have 
cried up a writer againſt me, and when I have begun to take him to 
taſk, no body had ever heard of him. This will deſerve to be con- 
ſidered : for I hate to be thought obſcure, the worſt fault a writer 
can commit when he is at liberty to ſpeak plain. 
| What you hint at the prudent counſels of the great, I ſhould have 4 
uſed them before: it is too late now to be ſolicitous about that = 
matter. — „ SN 2 
- verum atque decens curo et rogo et omnis in hoc ſum. = 


Our . friend Towne wrote me word latel y that the 4 | 

of ſach and ſuch late writers, who feem to be againſt me in certain 
points, and whoſe opinions the writers againſt me, urge, would | 
deſerve to be abated, to remove prejudices; and particularly he was j 
for having me examine a whole ſermon of Clark's. I told him, that : 
this was right when I firſt ſet up for a writer: at this time of day 

I had other things to attend to. If I have truth on my fide, all 


: prejudicrs muſt at "Ow fall before it. It was indifferent to me 
| | | (Bs - 


„ 
tend as to the genetal good, it might not be ſo) whethar ſooner * 
later. Therefore I ſhould, I thought, be better employed for the 
future, in eſtabliſhing what I advance, than in removing prej udices to 
it. One only prejudice excepted, and that is in favour of infidel 
writers, whom I never balk when they come in my way. Becauſe 
this is not a temporary prejudice, but roſe with Chriſtianity, and will, 

I ſuppoſe, accompany it to the laſt. So it deſerves a check. Perhaps 
I may have another temptation to it, and that is, the extreme eaſe in 
_ unravelling their ſophiſtry. Long uſe has habituated me to it; and 
my friends: have flattered me that I have ſomething more clear and 
preciſe in this, than in the other parts. However in reſcuing Revela- 
tion from their talons, I only take thoſe. occaſions which afford me 
an opportunity of ſetting it in a right light, not only from their 
miſrepreſentations, but from che cloudy . of an of its 

defenders. 

But to return hour Lint of the e of dulneſs Pg me, OR 
joined with ſome ſymptoms of malice—is opportune, and particularly 
kind. For, to fay the truth, I can complain of no ſuch in Garnet, 
only extreme impertinence nn. n new kind of 
- plagiariſm. - 1 am, &c. | 


 Prior-Park, "you an 17 57. 
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We have been here near a _ My it A 
the wrote to you, and I imagine we ſhall ſoon hear from you on that 
ſubject. As to the ſubject of yours, I believe I ſhall never find you 8 
the wrong: I am ſure I ſhall never believe you are ſo. 3 
Never did public affairs wear a more melancholy aſpect. The 
people are devoid of 5 the ſoldiery, of courage ; _and— 
but 


[ 175 ] 


but Iam 5 politician, except in the pulpit on a faſt day, and not 


always then. Though when the pens is tumblin 8. every man is 


expected to carry a prop. 
There is an epidemic madneſs amongſt us: to day we burn with 
the feveriſh heat of ſuperſtition ; to-morrow we ſtand fixed and frozen. 
in Atheiſm, Expect to hear that the churches are all crowded next 
Friday; and that on Saturday they buy up Hume's new Eſſays. 
The firſt of which (and pleaſe you), is The natural Hiftory of Religion. 
For which I will trim the rogue's jacket. At leaſt fit upon his ſkirts; 
as you will ſee when you come hither and find his margins ſcribbled 
over. In a word, the Eſſay is to eſtabliſh an Atheiſtic naturaliſm, like 


Bolingbroke, and he goes upon one of Bol.'s capital arguments, that 


Idolatry and Polytheiſm were before the worſhip of the one God. It 
is full of abſurdities: and here I come in with him. For they ſhew 
themſelves knaves : but as you well obſerve, to do their buſineſs, is to 
ſhew them fools. They fay this man has ſeveral moral qualities. 
It may be fo. But there are vices of the mind as well as body: 


and a wickeder heart, and more determined to do public miſchief, 1 


think I never knew. This Eſſay has fo much provoked me, that I 
have a great deal to ſay to him occaſionally on other accounts. 

I tell Garrick he grows wanton, like Sir Epicure Mammon, who 
would haw for his duenne the peru of. divilvees: ſo he will deal with 
none but Doctors to furniſh out his entertainments. A Doctor of 
Divinity uſhered in Barbaroſſa; a Doctor of Laws has lately reſtored 
Amphitryon: and as Dodſſey now preſſes him to take a Tragedy of 


his. faſhion, I adviſe him to inſiſt upon the bookſeller's being previouſly 


made Dr. of Phyſic, at leaſt, at Edinburgh. When are we to expect 
you: which in other words is, when will you make us happy. 


Grouęſuor-Sguare, the Park fide, aud 


the laſt door at the South end, | 
February th, 1757. 


* 
6 9 


LETTER 


„„ 


LETTER Cl. 


As to Hume, I had laid it akide ever ſince you v was here. 
I will now however finiſh my ſkeleton. It will be hardly that. = 
then you think any thing can be made of it, and will give yourſelf 
the trouble, we may perhaps between us do a little good, which I 
Aare ſay we ſhall both think worth a little pains. If Thave any force 
in the firſt rude beating out of the maſs, you are beft able to give it 
the elegance of form and ſplendor: of poliſh. This will anſwer my 
purpoſe to labour together in a joint work to do a little good. I will 
tell you fairly, it is no more the thing it ſhould be, and will be if you 
undertake it, than the Dantzick iron at the forge is the gilt and 
painted ware at Birmingham. It will make no more than a pamphlet; 
but you ſhall take your own time, and make it your Summer's amuſe- 
ment if you will. I propoſe it to bear ſomething like this title, 
"Remarks on Mr. Hume 's late Eſſay, called the Natural Hiftory of Religion, 
by a Gentleman of Cambridge, in a letter to the Rev. Dr. W. I propoſe 
the addreſs ſhould be with the dryneſs and reſerve of a ſtranger; who 
likes the method of the letters on Bol.'s Philoſophy, - and follows it 
here againſt the ſame ſort of writer, inculcating the fame impiety, 
naturaliſm, and employing the ſame kind of arguments. The addreſs 
will remove it from me: the author, a Gentleman ef _— Ong 
you; and the J ee in 4 pack u us ma 
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How gr am 5 obige . 95 your hind enquiries 
ou; my health. I am yet confined within doors, but I am on the 
mendin g hand. My colds, you know, are tedious, but this has been | 
rather worſe than ordinary, and occaſioned by laying off a coat. | 
I have juſt now from Bath got ſight of the remarks. I augurated 
; truly the improvement they would receive this way: The introduction 
is truly admirable: ſo is the concluſion. And you have corrected 
throughout (though not half-quarter enough), with much e. 

and e But I will wy no more. 
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II 1 your kind letter of io 22d. Iam vo well of my 

| late diſorder, that I am thinking of London, and Fs to be in town 
| this day ſen'night. - 
How long do you propoſe 1 ey in 3 Whither d you ä 
i firſt direct your courſe. Do you think it neceſſary to repeat your ſea 
regimen this Summer ? If you do, they will expect you at Weymouth, 
where you will meet with all kind of. accommodations, eſpecially the 
: principal, the kindeſt welcome. They go thither, the beginning of 
Auguſt, or the middle of Auguſt, and ſtay till the latter end-of Sep- 
tember.—I ſhall 25 in town almoſt all the month of June, and then 


80 * | , 7 5 
ZAC | You 


1 
You ſee nothing can eſca pe the rage of party or the rancour of cor- 
ruption. I come in of courſe, being as neceſſary to every conatus of 
dulneſs, as reſiſtance is to every conatus of motion. ö 
I have heard nothing of the copies of Oakley, or of the ps, 
though Mr. Allen has received the copy he ſubſcribed for. I fancy 
they may be left for me in London. So, that is as well. Nothing 
can be more artful than your introduction, more pleaſant, more ſly, or 
more impenetrable. —How is your health—but I hope to meet an 
anſwer to all my queſtions in Groſvenor-Square. Till then adieu. 
May he ever have you in his keeping. Continue to love me, and 
believe me to be ene, and with the utmoſt affection, ever yours. 


W. WARBURTON — 


Priur- Part, Muy 28th, 1757 


LETTER CIV. 


I Am extremely pleaſed with your noble refolves. It is 
but reaſonable you ſhould doze after your efforts, when moſt authors, 
as well as Pope's heros, take a liberty with the public of dozing before. 
You fay you intend to ſtay at Cambridge till the end of Auguſt. Before 
that I hope to be returned from Durham to P. P. I propoſe to begin 
reſidence there July 15th. The family return from Weymouth pre- 
ciſely at Michaelmas. If you and Mr. Balguy will promiſe me to 
come then to P. P. I will not only meet you at Glouceſter, but will 
take you, as I did once before, in my way down; which will be about 
the end of this month. But this only on the condition aforeſaid. 


The Pagan Hume i is come to hand ; but not the Saracen Oakley. 
| Never 


* 


1 2779 J 
Never more do you or our friend of St. John's, trouble your heads 
in improving the maker of Athelſtan: teach him, if you can, to 


* 


Write worſe, and he may become as popular an author, as he who 


writ upon tomb ſtones, and the ſtarry heavens, I forget his name. 
You ſay your fine judges are at a loſs concerning the Remarks. You 


have confirmed me in my opinion of their wonderful diſcernnient. I 


commended the art of your introduction. T ſhould have faid the 


boldneſs : or to ſpeak juſter ſtill ; the art which conſiſted in the boldneſs. 
In full and certain confidence of the public's being more than moon- 


blind, -you gave them a key to the ſecret; and almoſt taught them 


how to turn it. And this it ſeems but the more confounded your fine 


judges. In thort the preſent race of readers, which ike the race of 
capons, is not of nature's making, cannot be uſed with too much 
contempt, conſidered either on the fide of judgment or morals. One 


half of them have not reſpe& enough for religion to give attention to 


the defenders of it, and the other half have not zeal enough for infi- 
delity to read thoſe who attempt to ſupport them in their follies. In 


their rage to ſnatch the preſent moment, and the preſent penny, they 


are ready to renounce God and facrifice their country. 


The public, perhaps at the moment I write this, is at the criſis of 


its fate. But I ſay no more. For at the poſt office, it is ſaid, they 


uſe a liberty without licence; (juſt the contrary of what is done every 


where elſe ; where they uſe licence without liberty), to open people's 
letters. And though my politics with you would be little more than 


a panegyric on his Grace your Chancellor, yet tlie rogues, the letter- 
openers aforeſuid, would fink all that, and inuendo me into ſorte d 
Affection againſt the government of his Vice-Chancellors. One ching 
T ſhould be ſorry to put them to the trouble of breaking wax to come 
at, being MNrayoceally'ts fend it  ariſeated), and a thatk, ther Tan, Kc. 


Ment Jun 8h, . 


LETTER 


„ . * 1 5 _— 
2 1 T e r W 3 N . a aye: 
rr a, Raw » _— . at, K 
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“““ ono 
Your improvement on what I ſay of Taylor, is 
admirable. It ſhall be mended accordingly. If you would have me 
a better writer, you muſt be more frequent in your corrections. 5 
I believe what you hear of the public is true, and the ſhare our 
| noble friend had in it. But more of this when I ſee you, which I 1 
hope will be next Tueſday ſen'night. But you ſhall hear from me 
again before that time, ſo ſhall Mr. Balguy. Be aſſured that of the 
few things I now think worthy my care or concern, the preſervation 
of your TOO. is not the laſt, being, with the * — | 
tion, &c. 


>  Grofvenor-Square, June 17th, 1757. 


| LB TT 1 5 


| Ir Tueſday the 28th inflant be convenient SER you, I I 
propoſe to call at your gate in the evening, and next day after dinner 
I muſt ſet forward for the North. You will let me. know if this 


ſuits "you. You know too I am a flender ſupper man. I can ſay - 


with old Cato — babes ſenectuti magnam gratiam, gue mibi ſermonis 
aviditatem auxit, potionts et cibi fuſtulit. | 

| I forgot to thank you for that materia, inſtance - fimilar cuſtoms; ; 

it is much to the purpaſe. © 5 


"oF 181 


. 


Vou remember the ſtory of Gil Blas and the prelate. I ſhall 


expect that you will not be lefs friendly than that honeſt Monitor of 


| his Grace. Beſides, curioſity alone ſhould incline you to make the 


experiment whether I be as great a fool as the Archbiſhop. 


I doubt you won't have one- vol. of TREE OP oy me by that 


time I come: + 


Honeſt Towne is pleaſed with hs bebte awd . that Jos 


you undertake in a diſcourſe to Mr. Maſon to diſtinguiſh imitations 
from originals, you will be puzzled here, though he thinks few 

things too#hard for you. Does he AO" any "_— from wy 88 
vou 5 ſaid to m? e 274 | 


Grofoenr-Squae, June 20th, 1 - 8. 


i i . * ph OS | | 
LETTER. CVIIL 


Durbam, July 1 2th, 1757. | 


I am now got (through much hot weather and fatigue) 


to this place. I éhurried from the heat of London at a time, and 


under ſuch circumſtances, when a true Court Chaplain would never 


have forgiven himſelf the folly of preferring the company of his friends 
and relations, to attendance on the Miniſter. But every one to his 


taſte. I had the pleaſure of finding you well at Cambridge ; I had . 
the pleaſure of finding a Siſter and a Niece well at Broughton : with 


whom T1 ſpent. a few days with. much ſatisfaction. For you muſt 
know I have a numerous family; 3 perhaps, the more endeared to me, 


by er fole depends on me. It pleaſed pen that two. of 150 


. 


[ 
rn 2 * Ne ak 1 


4 


Ei : 
my Siſters ſhould marry unhappily : and that a third, on the point 
of venturing, ſhould eſcape the hazard, and ſo engage my -care only 
for herſelf. I reckon this a lucky year: for I have married a Niece 
to a reputable Grocer, dt York, and have got a Commiſſion for a 
Nephew in che regiment of Artillery: and this fierce man of war 
lies at preſent encamped, much at my expence, at Amerſham, near 
High Wickham (as he notiſies to me), with two field pieces under 
His command. Theſe are pleaſures; but leſs than what I enjoy in 
the ſuperior merit and affection of a friend like you, But no more 
of that. How proceed your excellent works under the pen and the 
preſs? Let me know you are well, and believe to be, 


Mr DEAREST FRIEND, 


Ever moſt 8 and 
PS entirely yours, 


W. eren 


P. S. I intend to write to our aa; at Sheffield, by the next t pol. N 
to ſee al I can draw him hither. | 


LE EI nl. 


ON of your Peltows, a Fiend of ours; tid me ths 
| favour 1 to call upon me in n hn uy to Scotland, to wes aged eee 


not let me We it in the manner I Would, Ab ne very -wifely chioſe 


the Bp. 's table before mine, However he came wo breakfaft with me 
MR _ 


1 N t | 
che next « days and I found: him ad amiable and worthy? perſon, .and 
his profeſſions of ien for vou made him my 2 
to me. | 
Our friends M. 425 B. could not agree to come here in time, ſo 
they agreed not to come at all. I ſuppoſe the Com. is done by this. 
Pray ſend one for me to Leake, but it will ſpoil it to bind it. 
I have done feaſting, and leave this place to-morrow. This luxury 
is not only opprobrious to us, but is hurtful to the place, as only 
making a number of idle beggars. By that I ſpend, I reckon there 
is ſpent yearly by the Chapter at leaſt £.1000 a year in this unedifying 
way; a ſum ſufficient to erect and endow an Hoſpital for the fick. I 
have propoſed to employ it that way. I don't meet with one but who 
ſingly ſays, yes. And yet I don't believe I could get one to ſecond 
me in Chapter. However I ſhall try at the next General Chapter. I 
was at ſome pains. to. get the dates of the two promotions you mentioned, 
and now n for the paper in which * were put doun, 1 have 
loſt it. 
4 my deareſt friend, &c. 


ham, Auguſt gth, 1757. 


P. S. Lou „ your appointment at. P. P. Thins wrote about 
it to Mr. B. 


LETTER CNX. 


8 1 Thought it would Not be indifferent to 0 to know 
that I am got well home. 

I came through Birmingham: and chere I met with a perſons 
_ whoſe fight and good health. gave me great pleaſure. —In. coming 
croſs the country I faved 80 miles, and came about 300 in four days 


They 


and d half. | Remember Horace. 
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They ſpeak at Durham of we w aters of Shed as mighty: 


in their powers in ſcorbutic caſes. Enquire into this. If ſo, next 


Summer I can carry you into the neighbourhood of them and back 
again. | be 


Prior-Park, Auguſt 1 5th, 1757. 


LETTER CX. 


by was red Mrs. Hurd that I was ſo yy to 6 at 


Birmin at You muſt give me leave to be a ſharer with you in 


your tenderneſs to her. But it was by great accident had this pleaſure, 

and not till after two or three blundering meſſages of my ſervant. For 
as ſoon as I came into town, I ſent to your brother, but there being 
two of the name, I wanted to be certain I was right, fo ſent again 
and again. All this time I had not the leaſt conception that Mrs. 


Hurd lived in Birmingham. But ſhe having the goodneſs to ſpeak to 
my man, as ſoon as ſhe knew from whom he came, I got at laſt to the 


knowledge of her being with her ſon. And as ſoon as I did, I went 
to wait on her. Every word ſhe ſpoke ſhewed the goodneſs of her 
heart. And her ſentiments would have become a Ducheſs, or to ſpeak 
more properly, a Saint. Mentioning you in the manner I thought fit; 
ſhe ſaid, that if you did your duty, and was of honour to your pro- 
feſſion, it was the greateſt pleaſure ſhe could poſſibly have in hearing 
of you. In ſhort, all her notions were generous, eee and pious, 
and you are worthy of one another. | 
I conceive not the leaſt reaſon why you ſhould reſolve not to ſend 
Lord Mansfield the whole new edition. But if you do reſolve on that, 


you ſhould by 1 no means omit the rg pamphlet. = | 
| 7F congratulate 2 


[ 18g „ 5 


1 congratulate you on your having got it out of your hands and 


| Gall receive the ſmall paper with much pleaſure. 


I am glad I ſhall fee the Dialogues ſo ſoon.— Mr. B. + the 3 
ec you do to the time of coming, on account of my waiting. 
But I told him as I do you, it is nothing. I ſhall leave you both in 


_- We midſt of your friends. Beſides, if the vacancies be filled up, as 


you tell me they are, I ſhall haye it in my-own power to chooſe the 
two laſt weeks in October, for Mr. Wright has promiſed to take the 
two firſt, and if Medlicot does not wait with N the j on of ns 


month muſt. 
Adicu. God 3 you in o health and bus al I ſee © you. | 


i Park, Auguſt 226, 1 7 57- 


LETTER cxl. 


Mr. HURD 4 p- FARBURTON. 


Cambridge 1 anth, I 1757. 
5 Write « one 1 bens I ſet out, to tell you how 


tenderly affected I am by your goodneſs to my poor Mother, The 


honour of ſuch 4 viſit was beſt acknowledged by the language of the 
heart. And this, I am perſuaded, would not be wanting, however 


ſhe might be unable to expreſs her ſenſe of it in any other manner. 


Nothing, I know, can exceed her gratitude for your conſtant favours 


to me. And if they make me happy on other accounts, think how 
they rejoice me when I ſee them contribute, as hey do, to make her 


or who is ſo dear to me. 


KS: | I uſt . 
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| [ | 1:86 ] 
I muſt have more than the bias of filial piety in my mind to be 
miſtaken in thinking, ſhe is all you ſo kindly conceive. of her. My 
poor Father was juſt ſuch another. The ſame ſimplicity of mind, 
and goodneſs of heart, with an underſtanding that dignified both. In 
a word, my dear Sir (for though I ſpoke of writing but one line, I 
could fill my paper on this ſubject), it has pleaſed heaven. to beſtow 
upon me two of its choiceſt bleſſings, the beſt of parents, and the 
beſt of friends. While I live, I muſt. retain the warmeſt ſenſe of 
ch mercies, and of courſe be more than I can n, &c. 


{ £ 


7 ET TER CXII. 


"Cobb Mk re ahh Mp fn necopting f 
kindly my deſire of letting her know how much I honour her; and 
ſhare with you, in a parental regard for her, 
Il wich I was with you at your Brother's farm, both for the ſake 
of that, and the maſter of it. I have heard enough of him to be 
well aſſured, that his is the true ferme ornee, ſo much now in taſte 
amongſt the great; and which ſo much, by the affected ſhew of 
ſimplicity, expoſes the faſtus of their worthleſs o owners. 
L have received your new edition, —Your additional notes, ard new 
pieces, are admirable. But hark you! as the letter on imitation is 
| printed ſeparately for the old buyers,, how happens it that the 3 
notes are not added to the ſame purpoſe? 
| Pray, when you pay your viſit to Sir Edward and my Paths Inks 
| my beſt compliments to them. Telt my Lady ſhe did great honour 
d her own taſte in cultivating her acquaintance with Miſs Sutton, 
= — i 2 — She told me ſhe 6 Bethe Ha of 
1 4 nt 


1 187 ] 


0 viſit from her Ladyſhip ſoon after we left town; _ ſhe thinks 
herſelf indebted to me for ſo valuable an acquaintance. But I don't 
remember that I ever told Lady Littleton that Miſs Sutton was one 


of the moſt accompliſhed (as well as, what is not worth a ſtraw, one 


of the moſt faſhionable) young women of this age. Beſides a very 


ſolid and moſt excellent underſtanding, improved by the beſt reading 


in Engliſh, French, Spaniſh, and Italian, ſhe is of the moſt amiable 


temper, of boundleſs goodneſs, and ſober and unaffected piety. Such 


is the perſon whom Lady Littleton's good ſenſe led her to make 


—_— of, for an acquaintance. 
I To contribute a little to your amuſement, I hive ſent you a leaf 
or two (which you muſt take care of) of the new edition of Pope, 
which will be publiſhed next month. Tt is on a ridiculous ſubject, 
well worth ridiculing, but lies out of the way of all but ſcholars, 


and therefore unfit for ſuch faſhionable papers as the Yorid, &c. But 
you will know how to laugh at it. The family are all well, and yet 


at Weymouth. Pray make my beſt reſpects to good Mrs. Hurd, 
and your Brother, whom I want to know Sette W 1 cannot 
more ee than by hearſay. 


P. b. Phy When you fee our Mend; — poor Grift 4e 
politician, is juſt dead; and that the laſt queſtion be aſked was, — 


Is the flett yet fab p- Mr. Allen will have a great loſs, not in his 
| Apothecary, but in that beſt phyſie he was perpetually miminiſtering 


to him, mirth and laughter. We have juft loſt too, in the ſame 


line, a more philoſdphie vifionary, Hartley; a märtyr to Mrs. 
1 Stephen's medicine. One of his Ridnies was waſted away, the 


_ other full of ſtones, branching quite throagh it, like coraline 


ramifications, and a ſtone in his bladder as big as à pulſlet's egg; 
| In ts acerecent flte, to uſe the language of the enn Pr. D 


Prive-Park, 5 12th, 1757. 


Bb2 LETTER 


? < es 2 : * fl " 2 1 8 a 
, 2 n—_———— — — ' x: , F : Sa , 
. x7 Nr SAS os SI ono ate oo, 1 a» 28 
I Apr % / ˙——— 3 n F 
21 e tt Ire age . n , 


eren cn. 
| 1 ö e 89 55 1 757. 


Lasr Friday I came to this ha with a purpoſe to 
ftay a wick with them. 'The next day an expreſs came to me from 
Bath, acquainting me with the death of the Dean of Briftol. You 
know, I had a kind of promiſe of it ſome time ago from the D. N. 
What alterations ſome late tranſactions, or rather what revolutions 
they have made in his Grace's promiſory ſyſtem, I can't tell. But 
Jam very indifferent of obligations from that quarter; fo I tay here 
- with much tranquility and unconcern, inſtead of poſting to his Levee. 
But this is not properly the ſubject of my letter, though 1 make it a 
part of it, as knowing the chance I have in the next turn of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Lottery; which, for a Deanery, | will "= you vaſtly 
more pleafure than it gives me. 
The occaſion of my writing is this: Mr. Allen is engaged till the 
end of next month, and therefore defires that the pleaſure of your and 
Mr. Balguy's company may be deferred till then. I told him that I 
was much afraid whether this would be to Mr. Balguy's convenience, 
though I took it for granted that it would not much incommode you, 
ſince your reſidence at Cambridge, as Fellow, was at an end. He 
was much concerned to hear this of Mr. Balguy; but as you are cir- 
eumſtanced, he hopes you will think of no excuſe, and ſo hope I: and 


Will come to you from London to P. P. before you leave it. But try 


if this can be made convenient for Mr. Balguy too. Nothing but in- | 
diſpenſable buſineſs deprives Mr. Allen of the com pany. of his friends 
(thoſe I mean he moſt values) at any time. 
Browne is here. I think rather perter than a bat no wiſer. 
Lou cannot imagine the tenderneſs they all have of his tender places: 
„ . 00 


4 399 1 | | IO: / 


and with how unfeeling a hand I probe them It ems he ſaid 
ſomething to them of another eſtimate. My wife told him, he muſt 

take care of carrying the joke too far. To me he has mentioned 
nothing of it, nor have I given him an opportunity. Whereſoever 

I am, you may write under cover to Mr. Allen, at P. P. and write your 

name, or the firſt letters of it, on the ſu perſcription to me, that Mr. 
| Allen may open it, if J ſhould be gone to London 25 
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- 4 14 W . | All 
| the Charlie of my month are either dead or ficks '. 
I am glad November and Chriſtmas will ſait well for each, af: you. 
If you call of me in your Way, at. London, I fancy 1 ſhall be able to 
go down with you to P. P. and Mr. Balguy will follow us. I think 
this wilf be a better ſcheme than the other, fince 1 ſhall be with you : 35 
at P. P. But when you get to Cambridge, you will write to mne. 21 
I have juſt received an account that Mr Pitt has aſked the Deanery 
of Briſtol of the King for. me, who has mace nominated me to 
it. But more of this matter hereafter. | 
| You miſtake theuſe of thoſe leaves 1 ſent you 3 they belong. to. my 
copy of the new edition, not to yours, which I ſhall ſend you. Pray 
tell Mr. Balguy I am much obliged to him for the. notice about Mr. 
Wright, I received the like from Mr Maſon ; but his letter was ſo 
obſcure that I could only e chat Louth, = not. he, i is for the 
month of October. a 


|  Prior-Park, 1 2845, 1757. 
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LETTER CXV. 
| Grofoenor-Square Oftober I Stb, 17 5 7. 


155 1 Have only time to write two words. | Dr. Foſter lies 
dangerouſly ill, and Mr. Yorke was with me this morning, and, of 
his own mere motion, told me he intended to write to the Maſter of 
the Rolls to recommend you in caie of a vacancy. He does not know | 
the force of his intereſt, but that he ſhall puſh it in the warmeſt 

manner. Let the event of Foſter's illneſs be what it will, it will be 
proper for you to return your thanks to Mr. Yorke. 
Where are the Dialogues you promiſed me? I am glad you are 
got well and in health out of the one age But 2 don t tell 
me how you left Mrs. Hurd. 

T hope we may contrive Grain p. P. es In haſte, | 

| that is, ah irony i Ct W eee ger., g . 


W. WARB URTON. 


P. S. Mr. Yorke told me he had been applica 1 on this FOE by 
a man of worth, and an acquaintance, but he preferred you to any 
other to employ his intereſt i in ce of: as you would do him moſt 
\ honour. | 
I have my Lord Nanszelds 5 e to make. you for the 
| Tetter to Mr. M. He wants to ſee you at his houſe.—Pray ſend 
the leaves about literary murders. You 1 may direct the letter, under 
covert, to Chriſtepher W 222 at the General Faſt-Office. d 


LETTER 


„„ t . 1 


LETTER oxvi. 


— —_— | 4 * 


| aol: bow Sen by the papers the diſpoſition of the 
i e to Dr. Roſs. So many reports had gone about this 


matter here, that I did not know what to make of it till I had ſeen Mr. 
Yorke, which was not till this day, by reaſon of my attendance at 


- Kenſington. 


To day I dined with him; And I have the pleaſure to aſſure you 


(and I know it is the greateſt that this affair could give you), that Mr. 


Yorke acted with all the warmth and ſincerity that I myſelf could do. 
He ſhewed me the copy of the letter he writ to the Maſter of the Rolls, 


and told me the ſubſtance of the-converſatian that paſſed between them, 
both- of which was what I could: have wiſhed. On the whole, he 
found the caſe: (from the Maſter's account) to ſtand thus. When on 
the vacancy before, Clark gave the preacherfhip. to the Hardwick ſo- 
licitation, he gave every thing but an- abſolute promiſe to the Duke 
for the next vacancy. Our friend reminded him of his Father's conduct, 


| Who always refuſed to provide-for the Miniſter's friends. He obſerved - | 
to the Maſter, that this was all he had to give. In fine, the Maſter 


told him he had but one way to, deny the Duke's ſolicitation, which 


was by giving it to Mr. James Yorke ; and that he would know his 


mind upon it. Mr. Yorke faid he ſhould' certainly: difſuade his 
' Brother from accepting it. Accordingly he did write to Mr. James, 


and deſired he would not think of accepting it, for that he was ſoli- 
eiting it for another, and ſhould be diſhonoured by it. He told me he 


| had another reaſon for this, he pereeived that the Maſter had ar mind 
to put the change upon him, by this offer to the Brother. In a word 
. Mr. Yo Sneel d e N 1 Aud chi 
199 me caſy. 


Adieu 


| Grofoenor-Square Neventer 2d, I 7 57. 
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„ 
Adieu, my deareſt friend !—I hope in my next to fix the time to you 
of my leaving town, that you may come up to me at your leiſure. In 
the mean time, will you be ſo kind to get me a Doctor's hood made, to 
bring up with you. I would have the cloth very fine and light, and 
lined with a very good deep roſe-coloured luteſtring. I ſend to Cam- 
bridge for it, juſt as a fine gentleman ſends to Paris for his garniture. 


s £ Ic 


LETTER cxvn. 


* 


8 To tow Lat: little. 3 1 foe. pon a a. I will | 
purchaſe. as it were, ſub furcd, or under the gallows, this outward man 
of a regenerated Biſhop ; the inward, I would not give half forty 
ſhillings for. The taylor is a right reverend perſonage, and I would 
depend upon his determination ſooner than any that has been given 
in the ſchools theſe fifty years. However, I am not ſo enamoured 
of theſe gaudy ſpoils of your hero, but that if you, or even the 
taylor ſhould, on ſecond thoughts, think it as well to have a new one, 
I can readily forego this unexpected honuunur. 

* I waited till Mr Balguy came back (who, by the way, gave me great 
0 both by his perſon and his news, though I was too much in a 
hurry when I wrote laſt, to think of either), I waited I. fay till he 
came back, to thank you'for your laſt, You are an extraordinary man, 
and. will make one admire and Jove yon, whether we will or no. It _ 
was well for me that I had ſo good a diſpoſition to do both, or this | 
force upon us might haye raiſed a very uneaſy paſſion in mine, as - 
dare ſay it has done in the breaſts of many, and will, if you live, in 
many more, I mean envy, . Mr Allen finds in you, what he imagined. 


Os nt be N the _— was in all divines, berate it ought 
f | to 


Eo 


to be there: and he tells me in a letter I received to day from him, that 
he is not at all un pri iſed at you, for what would ſurpriſe the two 
Univerſities, and the bench of Biſhops to boot. e 
Your letter to Mr. Yorke was extremely proper. For I —o+ 
repeat it again, I think he acted with warmth and truth. —Mr. Balguy, 
according to his propoſed route, will be back here to-morrow night. 
He returns th you on Thurſday. By that time I hope I ſhall be able 
to fix the day of my leaving town. I muſt preach a couple of Sundays 
at Lincoln's-Inn. I am now confined under a courſe of phyſic. Six 
weeks ago I was bleeded for a dizzineſs. It has hung upon me more 
or leſs ever fince ; and I have been bled again. I dare fay you ſmile 
and think with yourf@lf, that if all the puppies who get preferment did 
but undergo the ſame diſcipline, they would be much leſs offenſive to 
ſociety than they are. My blood is bad. But what of that, if the 
heart but continue right. It is placed in the little world juſt as its 
maſter is in the large. It wust receive what comes. Sometimes mend 
what i it receives; oftener not. | 8 De 


een Novenbereb 1757. 


- 


1b ETTER CXVIIL. 


414 Have yours of the 26th ouſt, | You never tell me 
your ſentiments but you give me a freſh occafion to love and admire 
you. I find you was no more born for ſervitude than myſelf: and 
ſince things have taken this turn, I will promiſe never to propoſe ſuch 3 
kind of proſpects again, which when moſt ſucceſsful never pay the 
W to ſuch a mind as yours. Iam now convinced the preacher- 

. . ſhip 


89 t 194 1 | 

ſhip of the Rolls would have made you ankappy 3 and a watch- 

tower at Lambeth, under ſuch a Governor of the citadel as we are 

| likely to have, was making a forlorn-hope of you,” without ng in 
the poor of honour. * 


0 L lends and CFD * what Lords they will, 
% Let us be fix d, e e OORors Oe | 


| Fn Mafter Pope, who aus have bleſſed himſelf to have known 
| ſuch a Divine. 
Is am more and more reſolved to G my wind in the Dedication. A 
I have given the thing many ſtrokes of heightening, many of ſoften- 
ing, up and down, as. beſt ſerved my purpoſe of being home and 
decent. I have contrived: too by a ſtroke in the beginning to ſhew 
myſelf an alien to parties, and attached only to uo or three ani 
men, in whoſe friendſhip I place my civil glory. 5 : 
L received a very obliging letter from Mr. Neville, in anſwer to one 
acknowidiging the receipt of his book. I will not trouble him with 
my thanks, but leave it to you to aſſure him of my ſincere thoughts 
of his performance, and of my. conſſant eſteem and. affection. If it 
was in my power to make him Maſter of Jeſus, I would offer him 
my friendſhip too; for this being the polite term which the honeſter 
part of the great uſe, hen theymean: favours, it would be worth 
offering. As it is, it is of no worth but to ſuch diſintereſted men 
as you. 
: I am aſhamed of not Pr our friend Mr. Bulguy s kind 
letter which I received from him in London; pray make my beſt 
excuſes for it. I am now ſo ill of a cold that I don't go down to 
dinner; they are now at it; and I keep my room with ſuch low 
ſpirits that it will be rin to write to me; for F 2 yours is grown 
| better. PS, 


- Privr-Park, * 20. 17 38. 3 


| . To Lord Mansfield, H. Dr OW Or Ne 
„ LETTER 
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ae ene CUE.” 


i My DEA Mx. HvrD, 


„Nod ko there is to the fit vol. D. L. in the aft 


edition, the Preface reprinted to the firſt edition. I have thoughts 
of doing the ſame thing to the ſecond vol. now coming out, that is, 
_ giving what J call the Preface to the firſt edition of it. I have incloſed 

it, as I would have it appear. Pray communicate it to Mr, Balguy: 
if you approye of the project, pray ſend it back by the return of the 
poſts if n is it ſhall not be printed, 


Ever entirely yours 


— 


Prior-Park, April 10th 


Re | q | : * 


LEPTER cxx. 


ee September 34 1758. 


l 
cube laſt week for a fortnight's retirement : but the Cherbourg 
expeditioners being twice drove in hither by contrary winds, Mr. 
Allen's hoſpitality has made this houſe an Inn for Generals and Colonels 


ever: ines Icom; Sometimes I dine with them, and ſometimes Ido 
SECT oe RN | not; 
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not; juſt as as my diſguſt to the Barbarians riſes or abates. The hours 
ſo diſagreeably loſt are regretted when · they are gone; and not like 
yours, loſt without regret; for that, I take to be the meaning of 
your, | 55 | 


-loſe and negle# the es. Aves of time. * 


You think fo juſtly and generouſly of the fooliſh eſtimator and his 
mean raſcally railers, that I ſhall tell him what you ſay. _ _ | 
Il am glad you have done the diſcourſe on Chivalry; for this looks 

as if you was got forward with the dialogues. Pray let Mr. Neville 
know how much I am pleaſed with his approbation. We all rejoice . 


= your promiſe of a winter's viſit. 


Louiſbourg is an important conqueſt ; ; it will ſtrengthen Mr. Pitt, 
and enable him to ſtruggle more ſucceſsfully againſt corruption. 
If you was here, you. would ſee how I have ſcribbled over the 


margins of Tyndal's Chriftianity as old as the Creation. I think 


have him as ſure as I had Collins: that is, overturn the pillars of 
this famous edifice of impiety : which, all the writers againſt him 
hitherto have left ſtanding; buſying themſelves only to untile his 
roof. This is my preſent amuſement for a fortnight at Weymouth.— 
I ſhall return in three or four days; I think this place does not agree 
with my health. I am greatly oppreſſed with drowſineſs every after- 
"noon, which I aſcribe to the ſea air, or to T yndal. Let it be which it 
will, it is time for me to leave them both. The family will follow in 
ten days or a fortnight. Your friend is extremely recovered by ſea 
water and ſea. bathing. The boy is in great ſpirits. His amuſements 
here, thefe two laſt Summers, have been very elegant, in muſic and 
painting. - Laſt year he was enamoured of Dr. Browne's fiddle-ſtick ; 
at preſent he is equally taken with Mr. Hoare” s pencil; who is here, 
to draw a picture of Mr. Allen, for the Exeter Hoſpital, to which 
he has been a benefactor of ſome land and houſes. 5 
Next month I go to London. But I ſhall not live to my  Catifaftion 
| tl I fe ye at Prior-Park on Ly 1 return name, 


LETTER 
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1 ET T ER CxxIl. 
Pnur- Park, Sprenber 1 8h, I 7 5 FA 


5 | I Hold it a kind of e to "he n in F 
that im clini of miſchief, the preſs, while it is repairing the ravages 


it daily cauſes to ſenſe and virtue; and ne, have not deferred to 


anſwer your queries. 
I have nothing at band to ait me Ho that miſerable farrago 
called the continuation of Rapin, by Tyndal and Birch s however this, 
1 believe, is ſufficient. for our purpoſ . 
Burnet was conſecrated Bp. of 8. March roy 1689. 101. 
Act had the Royal aſſent May 24th, 1689. The Convention Parlia- 
ment offered the Crown to W. and M. February 1 3th, 1688-9, 
on which day they were proclaimed. On the 23d of February, 
which was ten days after, this Convention was by Act changed into 
2 Parliament commeneing from that important 14th. 

On April 11th, 1689, W. and M. were crowned. Laying all 


this together, I conclude that Maynard was appointed Commiſſioner | 


ſometime between February. 13th, and the end of March ; certainly 
before the Coronation. F or theſe great Hiſtorians ſpeaking of the new 
forming the Government in the conſtitution of the miniſtry, the 


appointment of Maynard Commiſſioner, and the filling the Bench of 


Judges, conclude in theſe words, —** All theſe employments were 
« diſpoſed of at ſeveral times within the ſpace of two months.” Now 
reckoning from February 13th, it brings us to April 13th. So there 
ſeems to be no doubt but Maynard was Commiſſioner at the Corona- 
tion, for this was one of the neceſſary officers in the proceſſion. 
Could Birch himſelf now have ſettled an Irm portant point of chro- 


nologys. better? 
; ! I went 
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I went through Birmingham, in my way up, in hopes to ſee Mrs. 
Hurd, but was much diſappointed ; word was brought me back, 
that ſhe was not in town. So I only ſtayed to change horſes. I 
imagine, the place ſhe chooſes to live at (which i is very noted) 4 is 
near your elder Brother's. - 

Job becomes now as much the ſubje& of diſſertations abroad as 
he has been at home: and I am wrote againft on the Continent 
both in French and Latin ; but with more On than here at 
home in Billingſgate and Engliſh.» 

Poor Eraſmus, after all his dete abuſe, has J ow found 
two hiſtorians to record thoſe abuſes; Burigny in French, and your 
old friend, Jortin (I call him yours, for you took him off my hands, 
when ſervices could not mend him, to try if juſt and delicate reproof 
could); I would have you read theſe performances: I dare ſay they 
will amuſe you. Burigny's is well written, which I have read; and 
ſo I dare fay, will Jortin's be, which 1 have not read. Though from 
the rancour of his heart, I predict, it will be full of oblique reflec- 
tions, and, if you judge from his motto, full of ſelf-importance. © 

But what is all this to you and me, while we continue happy in 
one another. Take care of your health, is my eonſtant admonition ; 
and e e deſire, will follow of courle, 


P. §. I believe 1 hull fa beret about the mille of next month, 
and then for the 9; raped Kere at re . 


— 
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LETTER CXXII. 


| YOUR tft letter fets the poor man's criticiſm in a very 
ridiculous light, but certainly not a falſe one. How doubly ridiculous 
mäuʒſt it be, if it be groundleſs; which it certainly is; and which you 
partly hint at. It ſtands on this grammatical principle, that if one 
latin adjective cannot be ufed adverbially, no other, of what are called 
the ſynonymous adjectives, can: which is falſe in almoſt every language. 
I told you he was aſhamed of himſelf. I made him fo by writing a 
letter to his bookſeller, to be communicated to him, to ſhew him a 
true picture of himſelf, by fetting together our different conduct to one 
another. I ſaid this required no anſwer. However F had one, which 
ſhewed how glatz he was to get out of the ſcrape. When I come 
home, I will ſend them to you, as I can then do, franked. How- 
ever I muſt not at preſent omit one particular in, mine, to Whiſton. 
Speaking of his paltry joke of, e/# genus bommum, &c. which I fay, 
« after it had been ſo-much worn by frequent application to many of 
% my betters, might as well have been omitted.” I add, I will 
* requite his kindneſs of princeps Plato, but in a more ſecret way, by 
te obſerving to him only, that where at p. 114 he tranſlates the words 
« of Bembus, apud infervs pena, by the pains of bell, he ſhould have ſaid, 
„ the pains of purgatory, as Indulgences were from the pains of pur- 
4 gatory and not of hell; and as Bembus's apud inferos contained both 
« a hell and a purgatory. I did this to intimate to him that his tranſ- 
lations: were full of miſtakes, and that this was a groſs one, for a man 
to undertake the life of Eraſmus, while. he was rene the nature 
and application of the Bulls of Indulgences. I own I was well 
«entertained with this life; and fo. L told —_— But the public 
885 otherwiſe of it. The want of a plan and method in the com- 
| poſition | 
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poſition has given a general diſguſt. They ſay, if you take away his 


tranſlation of Le Clerc, and his numerous quotations, you leave him 
nothing but his notes. This ſeems to be the general voice. The con- 
| ſequence is, it does not ſell. What has increaſed the public ill- humour, 
is its being only one vol. of a work, which in the public advertiſe- 
ments was denounced as. complete.—But, too much on fo ridiculous a 
ſubject. 

I am ſorry you are not ſo forward at the preſs as I imagined: why I 
was for having it come out before Chriſtmas, was becauſe many things 
will pour out from the preſs after the holydays. | I ſhall be here till 
about the 22d of next month. How are your motions regulated, 
and when are we to expect you at P. P.? And from what quarter do 
you proceed to us? God bleſs you. You. know how happy your 
letters always make me: and you believe I hope (my deareſt friend), 
that no one was ever more another's han I am your's, . 


W. WARBURTON. 


e N October 2 wy 17 Y 


LET TE R CXXUIL, 


oke. Neventer 2 65. 175 8. 


A Have been in your debt ever fince | ih receipt of 
your laſt of the -28th, but would diſcharge it before I left London : 
from whence I am haſtening with one foot in the poſt chaiſe. I have 
not forgot to take 1 7 with me what is OY 1 off a yours 
2 12 FE 


| © The 


— . 1 
The Seſſions is juſt opened, it is likely to prove a quiet one. The 
ſucceſſes of this laſt year ſeem to have damped that ſpirit of envy 


which Mr. Pitt's ſuperior virtues had raifed from the foul of Toners 
and ready (as it was faid) to break upon his head. 


A ridiculous accident happened not long ago, which is likely to 


prove a ſerious one to the party concerned. Lady Betty Waldgrave, 
one of the ladies of the Bedchamber, wrote, to her Huſband, in 
Germany, in a very free manner of all the intrigues of Court and 
parties, in which Mr. Pitt is mentioned more to his honour than certain 
_ perſons cared to hear. By ill luck, the diſpatches, in which was this 
letter, were intercepted. It was ſigned only E. W. and the direction 
loſt. | The French miſtook it for a letter of the Counteſs of 
Yarmouth, and as ſuch, publiſhed, and cried it about at the Hague. 
You may judge what alarm this gave at Court; and what ee 
Hons and eee 5 o the 1 concerned. 
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394 bees December 148, 7 758. 


3 31 2 


| . Have your abu 5 the gch, ans rejoice to hear that 
all wal dear to you are well. -T took down with me, as I told you, 


all that you had printed to the 208th page. If the work does not take, 


I ſhall think the times abandoned to their evil genius. I have read to 


the 116th p- and find not a word to alter. "Had I experienced (in 
reading my own works or my friends) the taſk of alteration and 
amendment endleſs, I ſhould have concluded this talent i in me, ſuch 
as it is, to be at beſt but an exuberance of fancy and conceit, working 8 
8 D d to 
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to no end, but the 1 of itſelf. But ſince 1 have Canin, that 
when your works or mine are brought up to a certain degree, the vein 
of criticiſm dries up and flows no more, I flatter myſelf it may be 
founded in ſenſe and nature: and I am XN. to F to 90 criticiſm | 
what Mr. P. ſaid of his morals. art MEI 0 


5 eee e ee a ſhall WS” 
"Bat all ſuch CR eee in n ſtead. 


. 


1 have here id you the two . 1 adi | The — 


unhappy man concerned in them is fallen into one of his dreadful fits 


of melancholy, as I am told, whether for the ill ſucceſs of his book, 
which is fallen into general contempt, which it does not deſerve, or 
for what other cauſe I know not. I ſhould not leave this fooliſh 
ſubject without obſerving one thing, the exceſſive meanneſs of Jortin, 
and the exceſſive malignity of his friends, who could think it poſſible 
that I could have any hand in a piece of irony where I am ſo exceſlively 
extolled and adorned ; yet this appears by his letter to have been the 
caſe. This, of all their iniquitous behaviour to me is the laſt thing 
I could forgive, as it was endeavouring to make me both odious and 
ridiculous, in an age that will not allow a man to ſay the leaſt 1 of 
himſelf, and will hardly bear to hear it from another. | 
I may ſend you, or ſhew you, another conflict of a different kind. 
One Mr. Jane, a ſtudent and tutor of Chriſt Church (a man, as 
Dr. Nichols tells me, of whom I inquired, many years very reſpectable 
for his picty, learning, and great ſequeſtration, of himſelf), wrote me 
an expoſtulatory letter 3 in the very ſpirit of methodiſm. You will not 
be ſurpriſed that 1 ſhould give much offence to this. rigid piety; but 
you will neyer gueſs what he picked out to declare his abhorrence of. 
It was this paſlage i in the dedication.—T. hoſe whom: their profeſhon bar 
dedicated to this Er vibe, experience has taught, '&c,—He, is ſcandalized 
dhat a miniſter of Chriſt ſhould be ſuppoſed buſied in puſhing his fortune, 
2 but towards the col er anden; to e any where but 


1 
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in Heaven. e the marks of great candour and kde 1 

throughout the letter. And it ſtruck my fancy to try whether I could 1 

not ſoften and humanize a little this atrocious: virtue: tg 4 

1 to do in a very long anſwer. f i 

Cox was admitted prebendary laſt Ae I did. not mentidn 2 5 i 

to you, becauſe I took it for granted you did not want to be told, that ö 
be was the man for whom the promiſe was made to Lond Fel 

of which the Keeper informed Mr. Allen. fits wrt 

On ſecond thoughts I have ſent you a copy of the letter-1 men- 
tioned above, that you may ſee and admire my proficiency in the art 
pf conciliating the good- will of thoſe I would cajole: and laugh at 


my abſurdity in OY ey ST enen C. C. * 
| enge br gd mſi Kate. 


LETTER cxxV. 


| Privr-Park, January 30th, 1759 


1 Have nt two Kit letters from you. As to the | 
- ft, you will always have your own way, and WINES is more eee g 


ou will inſiſt upon your being in the right. Ly. 
I am forry your papers are not yet found. If Gale's coin for 


| the ſpuriouſneſs of the Charter, be only the rarity of it, it is true 
DER criticiſm, and deſerves r no other n notice rd to be e 
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w_ 33 appear among my papers. But lee re ION th e TE : 
ſoftneſs" and condeſcenſion; and had the effect propoſed. The good man entertained, ever after, 
the greateſt veneration for Dr. Warburton, and ſhewed it on all occafions when he was Biſhop by | (s 

5 eee 8035 which.time Mir. Jane had been ann the N of | 25 AN 

: Dp 3 5 | at. 
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. the Charter is a very ancient, and the 
A. if ſuch he was; followed cuſſom and the common idea of 
Baſtardus, which is enough for your purpoſe ; ſo if you will reprint 
the leaf, you will have matter enough for a note both ſerious and comic. 

Browne, I find, purſues his ſyſtem ; to talk magnificently, and act, 
now, extravagantly; and now again meanl 7. 

As to my letters to Middleton, I do not recollect any one il 
or ſentiment of any one letter. Only this, I know, I ſpoke my 
ſentiments freely of men and things, becauſe this is my way : there- 
fore ĩt cannot but be that there muſt be things in them which will give 
offence.” Vet J can never think that the woman can be ſo infamous 
to print them without my leave. I acted. very differently by her 
| huſband, when her own Bookſeller collected a complete edition of his 
works, I gave him, at his requeſt, about a dozen of the Dr.'s letters, . 
carefully purged of domeſtic matters, and ſuch as might give offence, 
in order to make men think better both of his moral and religious 
character. However, if the woman be thus proſtituted to gain, I 
muſt try whether the courts of juſtice or equity will give me relief, 
for a violation of the moſt ſacred truſt amongſt mankind. —The ſub- 
ſtance of all this, I have by this poſt wrote to Dr. Heberden, deſiring 
him, if there be any truth in this report, he would remonſtrate with 
the widow, with whom I ſuppoſe he has a particular influence. 
Another piece of news gives me much more concern, that we ſhall 

not have Lord Clarendon's hiſtory, of an age. Robertſon's hiſtory | 
is I think extremely well written. — It was well obſerved, that nobody 
in the Auguſtan age could conceive that ſo ſoon after a Horſe ſhould be 
made conſul: and yet matters were ſo well prepared by the time of 
Caligula, that nobody was ſurpriſed at the matter. So when Clarendon 
and Temple wrote hiſtory, they little thought the time was ſo near 
OW a Ku Scot ſhould write Laufen F ten thouſand ang. 


* Smollet's Hitory of Baglnd, of which 10,000 copies were 61 e be fad of; th fk 
5 As © 


edition. H. 
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| As you ſtay till the mh; I hope I ſhall get a . glimpſe of you, for, 
on the 4th I ſhall get to town, when I hope you will dine with me 


on a fingle diſh, to atone to philoſophy or the ſybaritic dinners of 
PEAR 


LETTER CVI. 


heuer ole, Hanes I 171, 17 59. 


| Tnouon 1 do not altogether approve of your modeſt 
ſcheme for the furniture of your houſe; I altogether diſlike your modeſt 
ſcheme for the future furniture of your mind. What you mention 
are indeed the neceſſaries of it, but not ſo much neceſſaries for yourſelf, 
as neceffaries for the public, and the foundation of erecting ſomething 
laſting for their uſe. —Men are never ſo fond of moralizing as when 
they are ill at eaſe. I hope that is not your caſe. If it be, you wrong 
your friend, who has a right to know it, and to relieve it. 

I was in hopes that on coming to Leiceſter you would have had in- 
telligence of your papers. As that is not the caſe, you ought imme- 
diately to advertiſe them, with a ſlight reward, as things of no uſe but to 

the owner. I can ſay this, after twenty years exiſtence, of the ſheets of 
the D. L. and ſure you may fay it of things not in efje but in poſſe. 
However, we will both hope they may be of 2% to poſterity. Seriouſly, 
Dr. Birch tells me (for your loſs makes much noiſe, ſo much does the 
malignity of men delight in miſchance) that tis very probable the 
packet will be preſently brought to you by ſuch an advertiſement. 
W Weſton, the ſon of the late Biſhop of Exeter, the preſent gazetteer 
by profeſſion, by inclination a methodiſt, and connected with Thomas 
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and Sherlock, is writing againft my concluſion of the Dedication to the 
Jews, concerning Natuarelization. It ſeems he wrote in defence of 
that bill. The Father was tutor to Walpole, and the Son is one of his 
pupils. I am afraid he will be a ſharer in that filent contempt with 
which I treat my anſwerers.—God bleſs you. You know it is the 
court phraſe, ſpeaking of ſome favourite chaplain, that he ſhould be 
| puſhed. ,1 know but of one parſon that is capable of being puſhed, 

and that is yourſelf : every body elſe I meet with are full ready to go 
of themſelves. If you be ſparing of. your letters to me, while I am 
in town, I will call you a niggard, for I am ſure that will anger the 
generoſity of your nature moſt. —I have a fine addition to your note on 
Falkland and Walpole. If you have an opportunity, why ſhould not 
you uſe it now? The addition is occaſioned by a filly thing ſaid by 
Spence in the life of his e but whoſe eee are not 
trifling. | 


P. $. Lam pleaſed that RY are obliged 3 3 and with 
Mrs. Arnald, till the ſettled Spring invites you to Thurcaſton: or 
rather, till your ſettled love of us brings you to London, to have one 
peep more at young Aſcanius, and fee, before inoculation, | 


Ecquid in antiquam virtutem animoſque viriles 
Et pater ZEneas et Avunculus excitat Hector? 


LETTER CXXxVIL. 


Ta E loſs of coor papers is much talked of; for, to 
borrow a ſimile from Butler, the Sun is more obſerved and talked of i in 
eclipſe, than when he ſhines out. 1 


I have ordered Millar to advertiſe them. | 
: . 5 | I have 


5 
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I have wile the ſcrap I talked of. You muſt poliſh and reform 
it to your purpoſe. You will ſee there was ſerious cauſe for indigna- 


As to Hume's Hiſtory, you need not fear the being foreſtalled by _ 
a thouſand ſuch writers. But the fear is natural, as J have oft felt, 


and have as oft experienced to be abſurd. 


As to Murden's papers, you will not find much to your ona; 
but as your curioſity will lead you to turn them over, you will be amuſed 


with a very extraordinary letter of Mary to Elizabeth, at p. 558; and 
I dare fay you will not think it one of the —_ cauſes of the fatal 
cataſtrophe which ſoon followed. | 

Hume has out done himſelf in this new Rey; in e his 


\ contempt of religion. This is one of thoſe proof charges which 


Arbuthnot ſpeaks of in his treatiſe of political-lying, to try how much 
the public will bear. If his hiſtory be well received, I ſhall conclude 


that there is even an end of all pretenoe to religion. But I ſhould think 
it will not: becauſe I fancy the good reception e Robertfoan's pro 5 


ceeded from the decency of it. Hume carries on his ſyſtem here, to 


prove we had no Conflitution till the ſtruggles with James and Charles | 


procured us one. And he has contrived an effectual way to ſupport 
his ſyſtem, by beginning the Hiſtory of England with Henry VII. 
and ſhutting out all that preceded, by affuring his reader that the 
earlier hiſtory is worth no one's while to enquire after. Should you 


not take notice of this addreſs? I take it for granted you will read 
his hiſtory—ſay nothing of it till it be publiſhed, for I engaged . 


word to Millar to be ſilent about it till that time. 
All you ſay of Malbranche is ſtrictly true, he is an admirable writer. 
There is ſomething very different in the fortune of Malbranche and 


Locke. When Malbranche firſt appeared, it was with a general | 


applauſe and admiration ; when Locke firſt publiſhed his Eflay he had 


Fey a ſingle approver. Now Locke is univerſal, and Malbranche 


ſunk into N All this may be eaſily accounted for. The 
| _ intrinſic 
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Intrinſic merit of either was out of the queſtion, But Malbranche 
ſupported his firſt appearance on a philoſophy in the higheſt vogue: 
that philoſophy has been overturned by the Newtonian: and Mal- 
branche has fallen with his maſter. It was to no purpoſe to tell the 
world, that Malbranche could ſtand without him. The public never 
examines ſo narrowly. Not but that there was another cauſe, ſuffi- 
cient to do the buſineſs, and that is his debaſing his noble work with 
his ſyſtem of ſeeing all things in God. When this happens to a great 
author, one half of his readers out of folly, the other out of malice, 

dwell only on the unſound part, and e the en or uſe all their 
arts to have it forgotten. 8 

This has been the very fate of Baxter. His noble demonſtration 
has been neglected, becauſe he wrote of dreaming. 

But the ſage Locke ſupported himſelf by no ſyſtem on the one f 
nor, on the other, did he diſhonour himſelf by any whimſies; the 
- conſequence of which was, that, neither following the faſhion nor 
ſtriking the imagination, he at firſt had neither followers nor admirers. 
But being every where clear, and every where folid, he at length 
worked his way; and afterwards was ſubje& to no reverſes. He was 
not affected by the new faſhions in philoſophy, who leaned upon none 
of the old, nor did he afford ground for the after attacks of envy and 
folly by any fanciful hypotheſis ; which, when en Rale, are the 
the moſt . of all * 1 | 


ohen. March 36, 1 759. 
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LETTER OXXVIIL 


. — 


J Am extremely glad you have read Hume. I will fay 
no more on that ſubject at preſent, having incloſed all the hints that 
occurred to your purpoſe in reading him. 

I underſtand that that paſſage in the poor creature Spence concern 
ing palemics has given general offence. But it was mere chance-medley. 
Nor do I ſuppoſe that the grandees who are offended at it, know the 
true grounds of the ſcandal it fo reaſonably cauſes. They think it 
indecent in him, becauſe he is a clergyman ; we r it is abſurd e 
nonſenſical, becauſe he is a Chriſtian. 

Weſton's Title page to his remarks about the Jews gave me full 
ſatisfaction, without looking further. He talks of the future tate of 
the Jews in Judea, and you know I ſaid, that were there any ſuch 
ſtate to be expected, then indeed their naturalization had nothing offen- 
ſive in it. This ſticks out of the tail of a millennium. If I ever 
have occaſion, I ſhall ſhew it ariſes only from miſtaken notions of the 
ſeparation of the race of Abraham as favourites of God, one of the 

chief objections of infidelity againſt the Jewiſh law. But if ſepa- 
rated only for the ſake of mankind in general, then their ſhare in a 
millennium and the objections of infidelity fall together. 
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: LETTER OXXIX. 


I Have ſent your appendix. to Bowyer. I have juſt 
touched it here and there only in the expreſſion. If the colouring 
be uniform with your own, its well. However you will have a proof 


co alter as you ſee fit. 


I don't know whether you have Pi Dr. Younge' 8 conjeAlures on 
original compoſition. He is the fineſt writer of nonſenſe, of any of 
this age. And, had he known that original! compo/ition conſiſted in 
the manner, and not in the matter, he had wrote with common ſenſe, 
and perhaps very dully under fo inſufferable a burthen. But the 
wiſeſt and kindeſt part of his work, is adviſing writers to be original, 
and not imitators, that is, to be geniuſes rather than blockheads, for 
I believe nothing but theſe different qualities made Virgil an original 
author, and Blakmore an imitator ; for they certainly were borrowers 
alike. 


 Grofvenor-Square, May 17th, 1759. 


LETTER xxx. 


| Duran, Fuly 82h, 1759. 


| I Am now in your debt for two kind es You tell 

me what the wits ſay of your book. I ſuppoſe you mean thoſe 
identical Dunces who have been at war with ſenſe for theſe laſt twenty 
years, as s they were with wit for twenty years before. But theſe are 
nibblers 


1 3 | 
nibblers at the outſide. I can tell you of a Land Divine that has 
gone deeper, and has returned your book in great rage to the Book- 


ſeller, at your firſt dialogue, for being a profeſſed and laboured apology 
for infincerity. This occaſions great mirth in town. But I am ſerious 


upoff it. I am afraid that both you and I ſhall out live common ſenſe, 


as well as learning, in our reverend Brotherhood. Here you have a 


fellow ten thouſand times more duncified than dunce Webſter ; who 


might charge me without bluſhing for his ſenſe, though not for his 
honeſty, with being an advocate for /incerity in the caſe of Tully. — 
= Of the dialogues themſetves (you ſay) you hear little or nothing, wack is, 
nothing that your modeſty will let me hear you repeat. 

As to theſe remains of Butler they are certainly his: but ep 
would not ftrike the public, if. that public was honeſt. But the 
public is a malicious monſter, which cares not what it affords to 
dead merit, ſo it can but depreſs the living. There was ſomething 
fingular in this ſame Butler. Beſides an infinite deal of wit, he had 
great ſenſe and penetration, both in the ſciences and the world. 
Yet with all this, he could. never plan a work, nor tell a ſtory well. 
The firſt appears from his Hudibras, the other from his Elephant in 
the moon, He evidently appears to have been diſſatisfied with it, by 


turning it into long verſe : from whence, you perceive, he thought the 


fault lay in the doggerel verſe, but that was his fort; the fault lay in 
the manner of telling. Not but he might have another reaſon for 
trying his talents at heroic verſe, emulation. Dryden had burſt out 
in a ſurpriſing manner, and in ſuch a cafe, the poetic world (as we 


häve ſeen by a later inſtance) is always full of imitators. But Butler's 
heroics are poor ſtuff; indeed only doggerel, made languid by heavy 
expletives. This attempt in the change of his meaſure was the ſillier, 


not only as he had acquired a maſtery in the ſhort meaſure, but as 
that meaſure, fome how or other, ſuits beſt with his fort of wit. 


His characters are full of cold puerilities, though intermixed with 


abundance of wit; and with a great deal of good ſenſe, He is ſome- 
| gf i time 
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time nn fine both in his ſentiment, and expreſſion; as where he | 
_ defines the proud man to be 4 fool im fermentation ; and where ſpeaking 
of the antiquary, he ſays, he has a great veneration for words. that 
are fricken in years, and are grown fo aged that they have out lived their 
employments. But the greateſt fault in theſe characters is, that theFare 
a bad and falſe ſpecies of compoſition. As for his Editor, he is always 
in the wrong where there was a poſſibility of his miſtaking. I could 
not but ſmile at his detecting Pope's plagiariſm about the Weſtphalia 
hogs, when I reflected, that in a very little time, when the chrono- 
logy is not well attended to, your fine note about the Ambergris will 
be underſtood, by wrery one, as a ridicule upon it; and indeed an 
excellent one it is. Notwithſtanding this, I could wiſh this fellow 
would give us a new edition of Hudibras, for the reaſon he mentions.” 
I received a letter from poor Towne, in which are theſe words — 
I have read Mr. Hurd's dialogues with much pleaſure ; but cannot 
« help thinking it a little extraordinary that he ſhould not have made 
© mea preſent of his book. As he did not ſend the laſt edition of 
« his Horace after he had promiſed to ſend it, I thought this could 
be only aſcribed to his forgetfulneſs. And it would give me great 
c pleaſure to find that this is the caſe now.” And now I am got on 
_ tranſcribing, I will ſend you a paſſage or two from ſome late letters of 
your female friend at Prior-Park. © I have been reading Mr. Hurd's 
« dialogues. The two laſt are vaſtly beyond my reach. In · that 
* upon retirement, our friend ſeems to have delineated his own mind, 
* a mind which exalts him above Princes.” And in another, Poor 
«© Potter's death has made me a moraliſt. I ſee the vanity of all 
« worldly purſuits. I have ſeen a man facrificing his quiet, his health, + 
and his fortune to his ambition, who i in the forty-firſt year of his 
_ « age died unpoſſeſſed of every comfort of a rational being. I more 
« than ever revere thoſe noble ſentiments of content ſo unuſual to be 
found in men of parts, and ſo eminently to be diſtinguiſhed i in Mr. 
04; Hey What n * ? Her _ * with her ſentiments. 
5 85 5 am 
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I am ſo devoted to your ſatisfaction and content, that though I had | 
much to obje& againſt your poſtponing your journey to Prior-Park, I 
will ay no more till I ſee you. They will, 1 believe, be either the laſt 
days of this month or the firſt of the next when I ſhall ſee Thurcaſton. 
But I ſtay here till the 2oth, and ſhall hear from you again. I-truly 
believe we have each of us the 25 r/t ages in one eib en 


e Ever yours, 
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W. WARBURTON. 


P. S. The real deſign of the Candide is to pi A naturaliſm 
tte profeſſed deſign is to ridicule the Optimiſme not of Pope, but of 
Leibnitz, which is founded profeſſedly in fate, and makes a /ef in 
Germany. Hence M. Ralf, a German, is called the author. But 
I find it is underſtood to be a ridicule on Pope's. But we do not 
know the figure the Optimiſine makes in Germany. You will 
wonder perhaps, the tranſlation was made at my recommendation. 


15 e . 


1 1 90 to my filter, at Säge for bk a a * 
| hall 18 probably go by Nottingham to Leiceſter. chan w write to 
you from thence, to fix the time more preciſely. 

J hope you remember that I have Clarendon's Hiſtory for you, 
which I ſhall bring with me. It is full of a thouſand curious anecdotes, 
and fully anſyers my expectation, as much as Butler's Remains came 
ſhort of it. I was tired to death before I got to the end of his 

charadters, whereas I wiſhed the , ten times 3 than it is. 


Wal pole, 


Lt 214 ] 


Walpole, in reading the former part of this, will bluſh, if he has 
any ſenſe of ſhame, for his abuſe of Lord Falkland. 


Mr. Gray has certainly a true taſte. I ſhould have read Hudibras 


with as much indifference perhaps as he did, was it not for my fondneſs ' 


of the tranſactions of thoſe times, againſt which it is a ſatire. Beſides, 
it induced me to think the author of a much higher claſs than his 
Remains ſhew him to have been. And I can now readily think the 


comedies he wrote were as execrable, as the ſatiriſts of that age make 
them to be. | 


Del, July 1 7h, 1 7 59. 


P. S. Mr. Yorke has had an exceeding great loſs i in a moſt amiable 
wife. 1 lament for him and her. : 


LETTER OXXXI. 


J Have the favour of yours of the 8th. 

What made the Continuation of the Hiſtory not afford you all the 
entertainment which perhaps you expected, was not, I perſuade 
myſelf (when you think again), the ſubject, but the execution of the 
work. Do tt you read Tacitus, who had the worſt, with the ſame 
_ pleaſure as Livy, who had the beſt ſubject? The truth is, in one 
circumſtance (and but one), but that a capital, the Continuation is not 
equal to the Hiſtory of the Reb. and that is, in the compoſition of 
| the characters, There is not the ſame terſcneſs, the ſame elegance, 

the fame ſublime and maſter touches in theſe, which make thoſe 


ſuperior to every thing of their kind. f 
| ut 
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But with all tk ; defects of this poſthumous 1 9 I read it with a 

. pleaſure ſurpaſſed | 7 nothing but my diſguſt to the poſthumous works 

of Butler. Whence could this difference ariſe, in theſe works of 

| ſheer wit and ſheer wiſde m? 1 ſuppoſe from this, that ſheer wit, 
being indeed folly, is the oppoſite to ſheer wiſdom. 

For the reſt, nothing is truer than the judgment you paſs both on 

the Maſter and the Miniſter. 

We all continue reaſonably well and moſt. affectionately yours, 
much regretting the delay of your viſit; but wiſhing you all the 
enjoyment thar your own virtues and the fine ſeaſon, which is the 
emblem of them, can beſtow upon you in the ee, * ſequeſtered 
bower of Thurcaſton. 


Prisr-Park, Aug 14th, 1759. 


> 1 


LETTER cxXXIII. 3 


. mb e ee e ee go. 
r e eee eee 
of mind. 


___ He hasread, en Ge. jms bs e 
to ſpeak what he does not think Wager 1 ee 
| EPS GI en. when labouring with grief. 


| Nam verz yoces tum demum pettore ab * | 
 Ejiciuatur, et eripitur e manet res. 
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LETTER CxxXIV. 


Mr. H UR D 7 Dr. WARBURTON. 


7; hurcaſton, Auguſt 26th, 1759. 


Como home this week from a ſhort viſit to Mr. 
Maſon, and Mr. Wright, of Romely, I received your two favours of 
the 14th and 19th, together with the incloſed letter of Mr. Yorke ; 
which had the effect, you kindly intended by it, to afford me much 
pleaſure. It was impoſſible not to ſympathize with him in his 
pathetic Iamentations for his late loſs; and not to eſteem the vein 
of pious reflection with which he ſupports it. Humanity is but a 
poor thing at beſt ; but in certain ſituations is capable of becoming ſo 
wretched, that, let proud philoſophy fay what it will, it is not to be 
endured without the aids and hopes of Religion. 
For his obliging compliment on the Dialagues, it was perhaps the 
more acceptable, as the general opinion of them, as far as I can collect 
it, is not the moſt favourable. The Dialogues themſelves, it is ſaid, 
might paſs but for the Notes and Preface. It is true, I have heard of 
no good reaſon, why this playful part of my book ſhould be ſo par- 
ticularly diſreliſhed. But there is no diſputing about taſtes; and if 
ſuch be that of the public, I have that deference for its deciſions 
which Fenelon had for the Pope's, and will myſelf retract, that is, 
withdraw, them in another edition. What particularly pleaſes me in 
Mr. Vorke's compliment, is, that he finds an extraordinary reach of 


—— 


thought in ſome paſſages. For it would have been mortifying indeed, 


if my pen had ſo far diſguiſed the excellent hints you gave me for the 


two 


a1 


two laſt Dialogues, as not to be * notice of by a pela ind. 


at tentive reader. 
The compoſition of the cluraiers i in L. C. 's cane is, as you 


truly obſerve, its chief fault: of which the following, 1 ſuppoſe, | 
may be the reaſon. Beſides, that buſineſs and age and misfortanes had 


perhaps ſunk his ſpirit, the Continuation is not ſo properly the hiſtory 
of the firſt fix years of Charles the Second, as an anxious Apology for 
the ſhare himſelf had in the adminiſtration. This has hurt the com- 
_ Poſition in ſeveral reſpects. Amongſt others, he could not with 
decency allow his pen that ſcope in his delineation of the chief cha- 


raters of the Court, who were all his perſonal enemies, as he had 


done in that of the enemies to the King and monarchy in the grand 
Rebellion. The endeavour to keep up a ſhew of candour, and eſpeci- 
ally to prevent the appearance of a rancorous reſentment, has deadened 
his colouring very much, beſides that it made him ſparing in the uſe 
of it. Elſe, his inimitable pencil had attempted, at leaſt, to do 
juſtice to Bennet, to Berkley, to Coventry, to the nightly cabal of 
facetious memory, to the Lady, and, if his exceſſive loyalty had not 


intervened, to his infamous maſter himſelf. That there was ſomewhat. 


of this in the caſe, ſeems clear from ſome paſſages where he was not ſo 
reſtrained ; ſuch, for inſtance, as the additional touches to Falkland's 
and Southampton's characters. With all this, I am apt to think there 
may ſtill be ſomething in what I faid of the nature of the ſubject. 
Exquiſite virtue and enormous vice afford a fine field for the hiſtorian's 
genius. And hence Livy and Tacitus are, in their way, perhaps 
equally entertaining. But the little intrigues of a ſelfiſh Court, 
about carrying, or defeating this or that meaſure, about diſplacing this 
and bringing in that miniſter, which intereſt no body very much 
but the parties concerned, can hardly be made very ſtriking by any 
ability of the relator. If Cardinal de Retz has ſucceeded, his ſcene 
was buſier, and of another nature from that of Lord Clarendon. But 
ee . be, and when all abatements are made, one finds the 
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fame gracious facility of expreſſion ; above all, one obſerves the ſame 
love of virtue and dignity of ſentiment, which ennobled the biftory 
of the Rebellion. And if this raiſes one's ideas, moſt, of the writer, 
the Continuation ſapports and confirms al that one was led to conceive 
of the an and the mimſter. 

I return Mr. Yorke's letter, by this "Ou return of the pol with 
many thanks, and am ever, &c. _ 


LETTER cxxxv. 


Prur- Par. ane 12th, 17 59 


| As you are not 8 honours at the ws of more 
than they are worth, I can only ſay, mae virtute tus! I wrote you 
an account of the conference, becauſe I was pleaſed to ſee ſhame 
come at laſt ; not indeed before it was ca/led ; and therefore it comes 
with fo ill a grace, grumbling, complaining, and promiſing what will 
be performed, I ſuppoſe, when the Devil's blind, or when a certain 
Miniſter of State gets his eye-ſight. However, if J live, you ſhall | 
not be confined to Thurcaſton.— Mr. Allen is now gone to pay a 
viſit to the Keeper, at the Grange, in Hampſhire. His only 
bufineſs there is to quicken the reverfion with a drug, not one of fo 
quick an operation as this ae Nc ee cs drug. the = 


IS memory of obligations paſt. 


I have juſt received a letter from Mr. Saks whe a 
> other wonders of the taſte, the ſenſe, and the learning of the times, 
ſays . Our friend, it ſeems has written an apology for Infiucerity, 
and an invective againſt retirement, and has ferioufly endeavoured 
« to impoſe upon the world a PP. OT ſuch things are faid 


© not 


1 29 ̃- 


. eG and by grave men (which is no more chan a 


* tui) but by ide RNS men: and it is the univerſal cry that the 


, notes ought all to be expunged in the next edition. Which notes 
_ © have not been underſtood by any man I have converſed with, except 
« Tom Wharton, of Oxford: a man who with the behaviour of a 


“ clown, has a good ſhare within him of ſound ſenſe and learning. 1 
“ judge from his account, that the Dialogues are well eſteemed at 
« Oxford.” —As to the D. L. he fays, © I verily believe that in this 
part of England the Clergy know as little of your plan as they do 
& of Sir I. Newton's: yet they read the book and pretend to talk 
“ about it. Are not you and J finely IgE Serimus OS: 


alteri que Keen _ 


LETTER c VI. 


oer. November wy 759. 
Tung tivo or AGO pages, you freak of you need not 


„ for; „„ by Prior- Park, or more 


directly under cover, To Chriſtopher Robinſon, Eſp. at the General 
 Poſt=office, London. I by no means agree with you, that the giving. 
theſe. two. or three pages is not worth while; or that the Dialogues 

are only the work of amuſement : beſides every writer ſhould bear his 

_ teſtimony againſt i ignorance, prevention, and envy ;-efpecially when it | 
| aſſumes the impudent air of public judgment. I could not but ſmile 
when Taylor read me your letter, to ſee how little he- underſtood the 


» firſt dialogue; you ſaid ſome excellent things on that occaſion, which I 
could wiſh to ſee in theſe two or three pages. How much better did 
Mr. Yorke underſtand it! Though he appeared not to like the 
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manner of Fontenelle, ſo well as that of Tully. Apropos, of theſe 
two friends. Taylor ſet out yeſterday for Lincoln, to marry. a young 
lady of that place, between 30 and 40, one Miſs Mannering, of a 
. reaſonable fortune. The other appointed me to meet him, on his 
coming to Bloomſbury-Square, for the firſt time laſt Sunday. He wept 
much. He has great reaſon. But he manages his forrow on the beſt 
| principles. ; 

Of the incloſed, you 27 hk L.20 gained thus, is 8 twenty 
times the ſum got by Levee-hunting. As to your ſolitude, though 
it certainly would raiſe the horror, and perhaps the pity, of innu- 
merable fools in black, as well as red, and indeed of all colours; 
It only raiſes my envy. This as you truly ſay, is an age of real darkneſs; 
or, at leaſt, of falſe lights. For what elſe are all the national ad- 
vantages gained by ſpreading ſlaughter and deſolation round the world. 
However it is much better to un, by this bad means, than, as in 
former bad adminiſtrations, to loſe. I will venture therefore to con- 
gratulate you, even as a philoſopher, on theſe late glorious ſucceſſes 
in this annus mirabilis. And though I begin to think with Boling- 
broke, this earth may be the bedlam of the untverſe, yet I think the 
great genius who preſides in our counſels, may be called the fage 
maſter of this mad-houſe, who directs their unmeaning extravagances 
to uſeful and falutary purpoſes.—By all means let us have you at P. P. 
as ſoon as poſſible; which I hope will be ſoon after the Parliament 
meets. Do not deprive us of this pleaſure a day longer than needs. 
Birch is a good creature, and will be pleaſed that he has obliged 

you 3 I ſhould have told you, too, had I thought it worth while, that | 
you ſhould have ſpelt Sommers with a double m: all the letters, he, 
this circumſtantial Dr. . ſeen of that great man, N the 
name thus. 


LETTER 


tm Þ 


LETTER / CXXXVII 


Havme & little to fay, I ſhould hardly have troubled 


| you ſo ſoon, but that I know you would be deſirous to be informed 
of Mr. Allen's DO We hope ty fir of the gravel 1 is Now w pretty 
well over. | 
My wife has been at Glotcalite, but did not like the condition of 
one half of the goods, nor the price of the other; ſo that ſhe choſe 
to new furniſhit, and only lay out with Mrs. Johnſon about C. 50 for 
what ſhe calls fixtures, but what they are I know not. You will ſee 


what ſhe ſays of your ſagacity in the incloſed ſcrap. But you won't 


forgive her /fver ſhoulder knot for all that. Maſon rarely ſees me. 
I fancy he is afraid of finding Browne with me, who, by the May, is 
no rarely without a gloom and ſullen inſolence on his countenance. 


I believe I diſappoint him in not enquiring into the cauſe, “ which, I 


ſhall never do.— ſhall be obliged to print my zoth of January 
Sermon. But don't fancy I ſhall think it worth while to ſend you 
one; buy it and welcome; you may have it for a groat; and the 
London Chronicle, which I eſteem rather my inferior in politics, will 


coſt you three-pence. 
God bleſs you, my dear friend ; thus nell „ 


Your Lovin A EE | | 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


_  Grofvenor-Square, February 1916, 1760. 


The cauſe was not ſuſpected at this time. See letter, October gth, 1766. 
LETTER 
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Ir n cX XXVII. 


| I Would not omit to give you the early news (in two 
words) that Dr. Richardſon * is come off victorious in the appeal. 
The Precentorſhip of Lincoln is decreed for him.— The Keepers 
decree reverſed, with coſts of ſuit. Lord Mansfield ſpoke admirably. 
It has been three days in trying; I am but juſt got home time * 
for 42 poſt. 


oben- sen. * 26, 1760. 


LETTER CXXXIX. 


Mr. HURD # the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


- 


My mn hp 


1 Had your favour of the 19th paſt, and 1 the 
ſame time received the confirmation of Mr. Allen's recovery, under 
his own hand. I hope, this fit is now over. But it affects me very 
much to think that the declinin g years of this good man are likely to 
be rendered ſo uneaſy to bin. as e muſt ws by the 1 returns 
of this diſorder. 

* The Maſter of Emmanuel Ces Cambridge. H. : 


Mrs. 


„ 1] 


Mrs. — is always extremely kind. From. a otter, ſhe 


did me the favour to write to me after her interview with Mrs. J. 


I find ſhe is intent on dignifying all your Lordſhip's domeſtics, as 
well as your footmen. For whereas the Chaplains of other Biſhops, 
and even Lambeth-Chaplains, are uſually thruſt, with the other 


lumber of the family, into any blind corner, ſhe invites me to repoſe 
in ſtate, in the Abbot's apartment, at Glouceſter. —You will judge, 


after this, if I can have the heart to ſay one > word row the fooulder 5 


knots. 


Your carly intelligence of the facets of Dr. R. was very obliging. 
I am glad of it, becauſe I know it will make him very happy; 


and becauſe a piece of juſtice is done at laſt upon a man, you 
had no regard to the decency of his own character. ? 

Your Lordſhip is always fo good to me, that you will be pleaſed to 
hear of the health, and ufual cheerfulneſs of my Mother. She is in a 
diſpofition rather to beg your blefling, than pay compliments. Though 


to conceal nothing, I muff tell you her infirmity, that ſhe takes all 


Biſhops for ſuch as ſhe reads in her Bible, they ſhould be. So that 
tis only by accident, ſhe does not PER the veneration ſhe profeſſes 


for your Lordſhip. 

I reſolve to have your Sermon, though at the erpence of fix-pence 
which your Lordſhip will confider as one argument, AE others, 
of the regard, with which I am ever, &c. : 


"Sima March 1 1 1 
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68 Have two kind letters of yours to acknowledge. 

Iam extremely glad that good Mrs. Hurd enjoys reaſonable health. 
Her miſtake about Biſhops pleaſes me the more, as an excellent | 
woman like herſelf (my Mother) lived and died in this capital error. 

' You ought not to have excepted my Sermon from the poverty of 
the preſs. And in the duſky road towards antiquity, if it drew you 
aſide by its glimmering, you fared no better than many before you have 

done, who in a bad light, have miſtaken a glow-worm for a jewel. 

I am inclined to think that Mr. Allen. is not likely to come to 
London this Spring. For my part I ſhall leave this place on the 
receſs at Eaſter, and if he has laid aſide the thoughts of his journey, 
I ſhall not return ; but take to the Bath waters, the firſt trial I make 
for my old complaint of . after Having tried e TG elſe 
to little purpoſe. | 

Poor Mr. Towne other goes backward than advances in his 
health. He talks of coming this Spring to town for his health; in 
which I think he judges right; as little N as I haye of the 
phyſical tribe. ny. | 


| Grofoenor-Square, March 31ſt, 1760. : 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXLI . 5 
Ly |  Prior-Park, Tune 17th, 1760. e bs 


I Prog ſetting forward towards the North the laft day 
of this month. On the ſecond of July, in the morning, I hope to get 
to Thurcaſton from Leiceſter, and will do i the 88 to ſtay 

a night or two with you. 

Somebody has abuſed Maſon and Dean in two | miſerable (oi 
odes. The. Maſter of  Magdalen* is, poor man, buried, in good 
earneſt, in the midſt of his career: ſuch a bubble is humanity, 
whether aliye or dead I had thought that man more like to live to 
90, than any one I knew. The Vicar of Newcaſtle has, at length, 

ceded his place to the Eſtimator : who 1 ſuppoſe will now gratify his 
reſentment againſt his former patrons, for their turning their back upon 
him. All here are well, and all Tann no body. more. a fo than 
your 25 affectionate 
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LETTER CXIII. 
. HURD e de BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


* 
* 1 1 


* ©. Vs 8 i os CO * „ 


| Toben your Lordfhip can never come ſooner to me, | 
than 1 with, I confeſs the time of your moving Northward is earlier 
than I expected. I fhould otherwiſe have made fome enquiries after 
Mrs. Warburton's and my little friend's projected flight along with 
you, which I have been feeding upon in imagination this good while, 
but which 1 am afraid, is riow laid alide by your Lordfhip' s mention- 
ing nothing at all of it. As there is now ſo little time to deliberate 
upon the matter, I will only fay that T fhaft be at home and alone at 
the time you mention; for I hope I need not ſay that my little houſe, 
with the beſt accommodations it can afford, are always wholly | 
at Mrs. Warburton and your Lordſhip's ſervice. 
The roads art fo uncommonly good after this 1 Spring, that there 


will be no difficulty in coming hither in your chaiſe. However my _ 


ſervant ſhall be in waiting for you at the Cranes, in Leiceſter, on 
"Tueſday morning, either to ſhew you the beſt way for a carriage, or 

to have my. horſes ready, if your Lordſhip ſhould prefer riding. 
Remorſeleſs death has cut down poor Chapman i in the flower of his 
life and fortune. I knew him formerly very well. He was in his 
nature, a vain and buſy man. I found, he had not virtue enough to 
prefer a long and valuable friendſhip to the ſlighteſt, nay almoſt to no 
proſpect of intereſt. On which account I dropped him. But the 
rebuff he afterwards met with in the career of his ambition, might 
hap, and I hope did, to detach His mind from the world, and to 
make 


| L 227 ] 
make him know himſelf better. His preferments, I ſuppoſe are 
flying different ways. An acquaintance of mine at St. John's is, I 
1 beſieging the great man for his little Government of Magdalen. 
I have only to add my humble ſervice to Mrs. Warburton and the 
family, together with my beſt wiſhes for your Lordfhip's good journey 
to Thurcaſton ; which has long prided itſelf in nating given birth to 
one good Biſhop, and will not be inſenſible to the honour of being 
viſited by another. At leaſt, I cen anſwer for i its Rector, who is ever, 
wy all devotion, &c. - 


4 


7 hurcafton, June 22d, 1760. 


N LETTER CXLIIL | 


I Have your VE letter without date. Since I wrote laſt 
> my wife has had another bad return of her cholic, which alarmed us 
very much, but is now ſo much better that we hope it will be the 

Sha The. Dr. (Charlton) has been conſtantly here ever fince you left 
e e, ways. N e eee e 1 ht 
Browne is juſt got here. His viſits are always ſurpriſes, . He-is 
going ſhortly to London for inſtitution to Newcaſtle. Your candour 
was miſplaced; By his own confeſſin his purpoſe in tho propoſal 
to B. D. was to keep: Horkeſſey. Nor does be ſeem. ſenſible of any 
inconſiſtency between bi precenſions: and his conduct: Mo Happily: 48 | 
5 framed to ſatisfy himſelf. 
I am glad you; are about to 3 pen. ven kues what | 


| delight a all your compoſitions. give me. a 
G 85 5 Dr. 


(228 1 


Dr. Balguy has got a bad cold, which has + interuped his: waters 
almoſt ever ſince you ſaw him. 
I I congratulate with you on the great news of the 3 of 
Canada. Mr. Allen you may be ſure is filled with England. s glory: 
laſt-night Prior-Park beamed with tenfold ſplendour. on the great ( Col- 
luvies of Bath. Which 1 ſuppoſe has the ſame effect with yours, 
upon all Grub-Street ; when they cry out with the devil i in Milton— 
I tell thee, how I hate thy beams... YL . 3 


OW Park, October gth, 1760. 


LETTER CXLIV. 


Mr. HURD t the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 
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+ 34-2 2 1 * 2 £ M6, " j Fy 
— — — 


| La Thank God for abs SN of Mrs. Watbirton' 8 
recovery from her late diſorder, which has been more ſevere, than 1 
had any apprehenſion of, when J left you. It will be a ſenſible 
pleaſure to hear that ſhe is now in a fair n oe being ages ty re- 
eſtabliſhed. hn 
On my road hither I Aden to pick GD Atterbury's bock an 
l the Engliſh Convocation, which has been my principal amuſement 
ever fince. It has given'me a higher idea of the capacity, as well as 
induſtry of this writer, than I had entertained before, from what I had 
ſeen of his productions. The main queſtion, he diſcuſſes, whether 
the RN, on their legal ee have a Owe" 7 debate and conſult 
7: together 


1 229 

fogetber on matters within their ſphere, without a previous licenſe from 
the crown, ſeems unanſwerably cleared, and his determination very 

juſtly. made, in their favour. And yet I .perceive much more was 

afterwards written in the controverſy. Dr. W. as I gueſs, writ 

another book, and Bp. Burnet mentions one by Kennet, as a complete 
confutation of Atterbury s. Whether there was any thing more than 

prejudice in this fancy of the Bp. 's, your Lordſhip will tell me. 
However that be, I could wiſh that Atterbury had conſidered the 

expediency of this practice, as well as the right. There is no doubt, 
but the Church has loſt very much of her dignity and authority, by 
this diſuſe of her convocations; and by this means, religion itſelf may 
have been conſiderably diſſerved. But in other reſpects I have not light 
enough at preſent to determine for myſelf, whether theſe church ſynods 
would be of all the benefit to religion, which Dr. Atterbury ſuppoſes. 
It requires a very extenſive knowledge of the hiſtory of the church, 
to judge of the argument from fact.: and even with that knowledge, it 

might he ſomething difficult to ſay, whether the miſchiefs or the ad- 
vantages be greater. Reſpecting the reaſon of the thing, I ſee there 
are ſome material benefits, reſulting from theſe councils, the principal 
of which, as I imagine, is, that any abuſe or grievance, which it 
concerned the eccleſiaſtical ſtate to take notice of, might be repreſented 
with more weight and effect to the legiſlature. But then, on the other 
hand, have not the Biſhops authority enough to regulate all material 
diſorders within their dioceſes ? Or, if they have not, does not their 
| ſeat in Parliament, and the eaſy opportunity they have of meeting and 
conferring together every year during the ſeſſion of Parliament, enable 


them to conſult and provide for the rectifying of all diſorders, either 


by procuring new laws, or more effectually enforcing old ones? And 
as to that part of the Convocations office which is ſuppoſed to conſiſt 
in watching over the faith and principles of the people, I ſhould queſtion 
if it would have any good effect. Bad books might be cenſured, 


8289 ones too. Burnet s Expoſition I * was fulminated: and 
had 


U 


had the Convocation been as buſy twenty years ago, as Dr. Atterbury 1 5 
would have it, I ſhould have been in pain for the Divine Legation. 
But ſuppoſe their cenſures ever ſo juſt and reaſonable, would they do 
any good? I doubt, in ſuch a country as our's, they would but whet 
the appetite of readers, and be the means of circulating them into 
more hands. In ſhort, I do not ſee that much ſervice could ariſe to 
religion from the authoritative condemnation of books, unleſs where 
great penalties were to follow, which cannot be, except in the caſe of 
writers who ſtrike at the very foundations of government. And againſt 
books of this malignity the ſtate will always exert itſelf, to purpoſe. 
I put the queſtion, whether nuch real ſervice can be done religion by 
theſe ſynods, which could not as well be done without them. Becauſe 
if this be fo, there are manifeſt inconveniences to be apprehended from | 
their meeting. The ſame inconveniences no doubt, or greater, may 
be apprehended from Parliaments. But theſe are unavoidable, ſo lon g 
as Parliaments have a right to diſpoſe of money, and muſt therefore 
be ſubmitted to, on all fides, on that conſideration. But a govern- | 
ment would not have more of theſe inconveniences, than it needs muſt, 
or which are ng to ye endured 1 785 my moſt aten ends wy 
purpoſes. 
The concluſion is, „ the Convocation by ging up their old right of 
taxing themſelves, ſeem to have given up their right of meeting and 
debating. At leaſt tis no wonder, the government ſhould incline to 
this ſide. For let what will be ſaid for freedom of debate in popular 
councils, no government, I doubt, is heartily for it, but where it 
cannot with any ſafety or convenience, be avoided. | 
After all, I find myſelf, as ſaid, very much in the dark as to the 
expediency of theſe convocational meetings. Your” Lordſhip, who 
comprehends the ſubject perfectly, will perhaps inſtruct me to think 
better of them. Though it will be goodneſs enough in you T believe, 
to forgive my impertinence in eng ſo Rn, on a hop nog whoa 1 
profeſs to underſtand ſo little. 


LETTER g 


* 
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LETTER CXLV. 


| I Thank you fer your laſt kind letter without date 
you are getting into the taſte of Pope, who never dated his letters, 
I know your drift, and nothing could be more tender. If it was 


poſſible that I could love you more than I do, it would be for this 


letter. From a &w words that paſſed on the ſubject of conyocations, 


I know you was afraid I might ſometime or other publicly declare 


myſelf with more warmth than was fitting, in favour of ſo unpopular 
a thing as convocafions. But I know how widely theory and practice 


differ; fit and right in politics are two things, though in morals, but 


one. IL. am convinced of the rights of convocations, but the expe- 


diency of their frequent fitting is another matter. I believe all you 
ſay of the miſchiefs they would produce. But I think we have avoided 


one extreme only by falling into another. I think too it would be moſt 
for the benefit of both ſocieties if a. convocation could do nothing 
without the Royal Licenſe; if fo be the adminiſtration would act in 


Church matters as they do in civil, be always attentive to curb a very 


growing endrmity whenever it appears. Where would have been the 


hurt (for inſtance) of a Royal Licenſe, to a convocation, impowering 


them to examamine, and ta cenſure Bolingbroke's poſthumous 
writings? Inſtead of this, for the fake of ſcreening a writer® who 
was for deſtroying the very being of a religious ſociety, the convoca- 
tion has been kept gagged for above forty years together. Vour reflec- 


tion on the writer, is as juſt as all you ſay on the queſtion. His book 
- had exactly the ſame effect on me; it raiſed my idea of his abilities | 


extremely. I was on my guard againſt every thing he ſaid, for 1 
knew. he had two of the dulleſt fellows in the md, to combat, 


See dedication to Lond lista * 
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Wakr and KEenxneT; and I was aware how much the dexterity of 
controverſy, in a genius, is of force to annihilate ſuch adverſaries. | 
But he goes upon principles; and all they could poſſibly oppoſe are 
precedents ; and theſe are nothing when they oppoſe the genius of a 
conſtitution. - And I lay it down for a rule, that in a diſpute concern- 
ing a public right, whether civil or eccleſiaſtic, where precedents may 
(as they always may) be pleaded for bath fides the queſtion, there 
nothing but the nature of the conſtitution can diſcriminate the Kgit- 
mate from the illegitimate. | ; 
My wife is extremely touched with your concern for her. She 105 | 
| me tell you that ſhe hopes ſhe is recoverin 8 a- pace. 


Fre- Park, October: 14ch, 16% 8 


S2 I at 5.4 


LETTER CXLVI. 


| 11 Have your kind letter of its 24th a; and 25914 
not leave this place without acknowledging it. IJ am going to look 
about me in this ne world, but am in no more hurry than ſome older 
Biſhops are in their journey to one till newer. The ſettlement of the 
Court and Miniſtry is yet perhaps as little known to themſelves as to us. 
All depends upon the diſpoſition of a new King, who is always the 
darling of the people, and who ſuffer him to do all he pleaſes : as he 
grows ſtale, FRY ſuffer him + to 9 nothin 8 which TR can hinder him 
from doing. 
. received a kind letter from Mr. Vorke. He talks gill of the 
chapter of accidents with regard to Lincoln's-Inn. As we are turning 
over a new leaf, Wat 2 2 825 of accidents may be at the beginning. 
| | They 


— | ; 
2 ; f 
3 7 8 


„ : 
They talk of changes in the Tae But t they who wi know Juſt as as 
much as you or I. 
| You ſhall hear from me again her I get. to es and hve ſeen a2 
little of the Carte du pais. 
Mr. Allen and family follow me in a d or mib He goes 
to renew his contract with the Government. My wife, I fancy, will 
ſtay behind, the Bath waters ge now 8 IE for the N 


re-eſtabliſhment of her health. 
Dr. Balguy is much recovered, and will e Bath 3 in a 3 or 


fortniyhir' but to return at Spring. He goes to Wincheſter : from 
thence to his Mother's ; 3 and from her, in March, back to Bath. 


His route lies near you. 

All here are tolerably well, a W yours. With what affection 
I am fo, you know: with what effect, God knows. But his provi- 
dence, which brought us together, will Kee p us . For the 


reſt, caliginoſd nocte premit. 


Prior-Park, November 4th, 1760. 


LETTER CXLVIL. 


4 


i See Sf e 22 Menue, ere. 1766 


1H EE H am in u God er nooks and Nary;/cr of 

ba and nonſenſe, for one can hardly tell which is the parent, which 
the offspring; or whether they do not beget one another. # 

Our friend came to an ecclairciſſement with the great man (for I 


will name no names in a poſt . aa came here * him to 
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day And I have the pleaſure to tell you that an abſolute promiſe is 
made of the next; to the exception of the next in one church only.; 
which too, is neither of the churches we wiſh to have you inſtalled in. 
How this exception of the next in the church of R. came to be made 
I thall tell you when we meet. | 
Nichols, Potter, and T. Wilſon, of Weſtminſter, en one 
after another, bedaubed the new King, who, as Lord Mansfield tells 
me, expreſſed his offence publickly by faying, that he came to chapel 
to hear the praiſes of God and not his own. There will be ſome 
remove of Chaplains; if he ſhould turn out theſe three, .it would give | 
a general ſatisfaction. ; 
All the family are here but my wife, who. thought proper to 3 
behind, and take che ſeaſon of the waters, for her thorough recovery. 


LETT ER CXLVIN. 


| Grgfurnr-Squar, January 6th, Link 


I Am here alone, and have been ſo this fortnight. But 
I have the ſatisfaction to tell you that all the family are well at 
Prior-Park, which I have the pleaſure to believe is more agreeable to 
you to know, than any thing I could tell you from the great world; ; 
that is, from this great congeries of vice and folly. 

Sherlock was much more to blame for not letting his Chaplain 
-underſtand early that he was a blockhead by birth; than the Chaplain 
for not giving his maſter the late intelligence that his parts were 
decayed by time: becauſe the Biſhop, with all his infirmities of age, 

could ſee the one; but * at his beſt, could never find out 


the other. 
The 


1 85 l 
The Poem on the Death of a Lady I had communicated to me by 
Lord Holderneſs. You may be ſure I did not ſlip that opportunity of 
ſaying to the patron all that was fitting of the author and his poem. 
| He conſidered what I ſaid as flattering to himſelf, for he acquainted 
our friend that he had ſhewn me the poem; as I underſtand by a 
letter I have received from Aſton, pretty much to the ſame e 
with the account I had from you of that matter. 
. In aſking after addreſſes,* you aſk after thoſe Ephemera or water- 
flies, whoſe exiſtence the naturaliſts tell us is com priſed within the 
compaſs of a Sunimer's day. Indeed theſe Winter-flies have a ſtill 
ſhorter datz. Into what dark regions mine is retired, with the reſt, I 
don't know. But if you would amuſe yourſelf with my thoughts, 
for ſix-pence you may have my Dsſcourſe on the Lord's __— for, as 
ſmall as the price is, it is too big to ſend you in my frank. 

On this occaſion I will tell you what (though perhaps I may have 
told it you before) I ſaid in the Drawing-room to a knot of Courtiers, 
in- the old King's time. One chanced to fay he heard the King was 
not well. Huſh, faid Col. Robinſon, it is not polite or decent to 
talk in this manner, the King is always well and in health, you are 
never to ſuppoſe that the diſeaſes of his fubje&ts ever approach 
his royal perſon. I perceive then, Colonel, replied IJ, there is ſome 
difference between your maſter and mine. Mine was ſubject to all 
human infirmities, fin excepted : yours is ſubject to none, fin excepted. 
But as concerning my diſcourſe, it is aſſuredly orthodox: ſo ſays the 


5 Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and that I have demoliſhed both Hoadly 


and Bofſuet : for tis the ſame rope at either end they twiſt, the 
| Archbiſhop did not ſay this, but Mr. Pope. However the Archbiſhop 
_ fays, what you are likely enough to ſay after him, that the people 
for whom I intend this edition, is not likely to profit much by it. 
Decay of parts all muſt have, if not feel, Poets as well as Prieſts: 
and i it is true what was told you, that Yoke haoiawly «coping 


. The eg ofthe Bitop and Clergy of the Dioceſe of Glouceſter „ 
Hh . 7 


[26] 


to ;ahis truth. What you ſay of this Poet s turn, oy: OE an 
excellent note to—But age bi —— tis your part, &c. and &-peeſiaps 
ſhall do ſo. | 
Sad bleſs you, and when you v write next, let me know He your 
good Mother does; that is, whether ber health continues ſuch as not 
to increaſe your cares * anxieties. | 


UETTER CATS, 
- Groſvenor -Square,  Fanuary 19th, 1761. 
WIEN I tell you of the death of a Prebendary of 
Briſtol, I wiſh I could tell you at the ſame time, that you are appointed 
to ſucceed him. All that I can tell you is, that this night, the 
night I write this, the Chancellor (for ſuch he now is) receives a letter 
from Mr. Allen, deſiring it, according to promiſe, for you. 

It is true'that juſt now is likewiſe fallen, a Prebend of Glanceſter, 
by the death of the Bp. of St. David's, who held it in commendam. 
But, beſides that, I am not certain whether the King does not give the 
next turn to all commendams ; yet, be this as it will, Briſtol is the 
thing which for many reaſons we would have. If we have it, I ſhall 
tell you my reaſons ; if not, it is no matter whether I do or wot + 

To judge by all circumſtances, I think you can hardly miſs one of 
| them. But I who have been long taught to mortify a ſanguine temper, 
where the queſtion is of merit, gratitude, good faith, &c. &c. I 
reckon upon nothing till it be in poſſeſſion. On which account what 


1 have is the more endeared to me. This makes. your- friendſhip ſo 
valued by me, ſo as to reckon you ever mine, as I am ever yours, 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


L 


LETTER oa. a _ ” 


. HED. 10 the BISHOP . GLOUCESTER. 05 
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4 See che reaſbii wky you sgi of; printin g the Diſcour/# 
on the Hoy Spirit by itſelf, as you did the Diſcourſe on the Sacrament. 
It was on account of that part which expoſes the pretences of our 
modern enthuſiaſts. So that this Sermon would be as ſeaſonable a 
reproof of the Methods apt as ahem __ was of the Proflitutors of the 
Lord's Supper. cane 

If this 'was your ard? 8 wa 1 objection comes to giting ; 
all that part of the Diſcourſe being eaſy and popular, and ſuch as 
would be readily comprehended by moſt readers. But then I ſhould 
be for printing that part only, I mean from p. 255 to the end, and under 
ſome ſuch title as this, Thetrial of the Spirits of our modern Pretenders 
10 Inſpiration.” It would make an admirable tract on the ſubject. But 
the inconvenience is, that the Methodiſts would ſay your Lordſhip 
had written againſt them „ an W which, 0d kar own I 
one would not wiſh them. 
Your Lordſhip wendbar Caſting of a ah wirbod off this 
Diſcourſe. ' And now I have preſumed thus far, I will tell you a 
thought that comes into my head about reforming the order of this 
long Sermon, which from end to end is moſt excellent. It may eaſily 
be done, if you approve the idea, in ſome future edition of theſe 
volumes. Though the method, as it now ſtands, be regular, yet the 
unuſual length of the Diſcourſe, the abundance of matter it contains, 
and _ * the . of ſome parts to the reſt, make the 


order 


1 238 J 
order of the whole appear neither ſo clear, nor ſo elegant as it might 
be. I would then propoſe to detach the following parts from it, O 
the Style of Scripture—Of the Inſpiration of Seripture—Of the Trial 
of the Spirits, Theſe would make fo many diſtin& diſcourſes of a 
proper fize, for which ſuitable texts might eaſily be found : for inſtance, 
not in the enticing words of man's wiſdom, for the firſt : All Scripture is 
given by inſpiration, for the ſecond : and, Try. the Spirits, &c. for the 
third. The reſt might be one diſcourſe under the preſent ſubject. Or, 
becauſe the laſt head, of the continuance of the powers of inſpiration, 
does not perfectly correſpond to the general title Of the Office and 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, the two firſt heads might make a ſermon 
by themſelves ; and the third, a diſtinct one, on the Continuance of the 
miraculous Powers. There would be matter enough for this diviſion, 
and I imagine that what I now propoſe was ſomething like the method, 
in which theſe diſcourſes were firſt written and delivered. Vour 
Lordſhip ſees I am a furious critic, when I ſet on, but this VIth 
Diſcourſe is throughout ſo curious and important, that each part deſerves 
to be ſeen diſtinctly, and by itſelf. . And I ſhould with to know what 
your Lordſhip thinks of the propoſal, 8 
I am ſorry for Dr. Brown.—lt is very painful, as 1 * wang Mr. 
Allen ſay, with his uſual tenderneſs and humanity, to hear theſe things 
of 'one, whom one has known and eſteemed. But whatever inclina- 
tion his ſpite to the family, rather than the value of the thing itfelf, 
might give him to hold the living, he muſt needs think himſelf obliged 
by the good advice of his friends. When he comes to cool a little, he 
cannot but perceive that both his eaſe and his honour required him 
to refign Horkſley, after what had paſſed between him and his patron. 
But why is this deduction at Newcaſtle? It is GIN * ſhould 
have diſguſted the Corporation, already. | 
If Dr. Ayſcough thinks a Biſhoprick, at his time of life, and in 
his bad ſtate of health, worth the having, it ſeems but d ee | 
| that he ſhould have the ar of - it. | | 


How 


1 2 ]- 


How would your Lordſhip be diſgraced if it were known that your 
Chaplain was permitted, or, which is much the ſame thing, that he 
preſumed to entertain your Lordſhip with accounts of Romances ? 
Yet I muſt juſt fay, that the New. Helo;ſe has afforded me much pleaſure. 

There are many exquiſite beauties in this odd romance; ſo odd, that 
one may be ſure the ſtory is two-thirds fact for one of fiction. But 
to make amends for this defect, the ſenſibility of the paſſionate parts, 
and the ſenſe, the nature, and the virtue of the reſt is above every 
thing we find in the Crebillons and Voltaires, thoſe idol beaux-eſprits 
of London and Paris. I wiſh I could ſay half ſo much of our 
Vorkſhire Noveliſt. Not but the humour of his fourth vol. makes 
up for the dulneſs of the third. The worſt is, one ſees by both, that 
he has not the diſeretion, or perhaps the courage, to follow the excel- 
lent advice that was given him, of laugbing in ſuch @ Manners 4 1 

priefts and vir gins might laugh 01th him. 

I muſt not conclude this long letter without telling your Lordſhip 
that Mr. Sutton did me the favour to ſteal away from his companions 
on the circuit laſt week, and to ſpend a day with me at Thurcaſton. 
He ſeems intent upon his profeſſion. But what pleaſed me moſt, was, 
to find the ſame ſweetneſs of temper, and ſimplicity of manners, which 
he carried out with him, when he made the grand tour. I took this 
ſhort viſit very kindly, and the more ſo, a8 he man to repeat it as 
1 5 coe Laar. . 


— 


ee Blurb 280d, 2561. eee 
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LETTER cl. 
327705 Priv-Park, Aurel all, 1761 


A: (+; * 008 are e aa as to the au; modifies wy ah 
diſcourſe, and how it ſhould be reformed; which direction I ſhall 
follow. Vou judge rightly, it had originally the form, in a good 
meaſure, which you now preſcribe. It was in ſeveral diſcourſes; and 
how I came to jumble them together I don't know, unleſs it was, 
that as the preceding ſubject of the Męſiab was in one diſcourſe, ſo I 
choſe to have this of the Holy Spirit in another : which you will ſay 
was a very fooliſh reaſon : but the n of ne is en lacri- 
ficed to the exterior ſhew of it. 

As to the deduction of the . 90 a year in i Un idlewoutlss revenues, 
it happened thus. The Corporation contends: for its EE: a free "a, 
and Dr. Browne inſiſts on it as his due. | 
I had ſo much to ſay on the ne Heloiſe, that I 4¹⁴ noting, And : 
your reading has made my ſaying more of it ungeceſſary. I agree 

entirely in your admiration of it. Vou judge truly, and you could 

not but judge ſo, that there is more of fact than fiction in it. There 
would never elſe have been ſo much of the domeſtic part. But above 
all, the inartificial contexture of the ſtory, and the not rounding and 
compleating its parts, ſhews the author had not a fiction to manage 
over which he was an abſolute maſter. The truth, they ſay, is, that 
an intrigue with a fair pupil of family, forced him to leave Swiſſerland. 
He lives at Paris a Hermit as in a deſert; and, in the midſt of general 
admiration, he will gain literally his bread, by writing out muſic at 
ſeven- pence a ſheet, though he be an excellent compoſer himſelf. 
And if for pence they offer him piſtoles, which is frequently done, 


1 245 1 


| he returns all but the chan ge. Indeed he i is one of thoſe toro 


madmen, that Cervantes only ſaw in Idea. 


I fancy my viſitation (which however is not yet entirely fixed), will 


be the laſt week in Junè and the firſt in July: all before or after 
having objections againſt it. I am taking care to have the principal 


work done with all the decency I can. God knows whether my 
| Clergy will be benefited by my viſitation. But I am ſure I benefit the 


young in a proper adminiſtration of the very important rite of con- 
firmation. To adminiſter it properly, I have thoughts of confining it 


(by the leave of my Clergy, for there it will reſt at laſt) to the 


females of fourteen and upwards, and the males of ſixteen and upwards, 


Pray tell me what you think of this particular. Then as to the 


decent adminiſtration, as there are intermediate days in the viſitation, 

I intend to uſe thoſe days in other more commodious places for con- 
firmation. So that this celebration being diſtributed between the days 
of confirmation and days of viſitation, it may be done without hurry 
or confuſion. And for a further ſecurity againft this ſcandal, I propoſe 
to have blank certificates printed, to be diſtributed amongſt the Clergy 
to fill up and give to thoſe they have examined and judged fit. And 
yet all this will depend on the Clergy's obſerving my Es —an 
attention to me which I do not expect. 

As to eccleſiaſtical affairs (as a friend you moſt eſteem obſerved to 


me), the Duke of N. ſeems to be on the point of ſhutting up ſhop. 


What a number of bankruptcies it will make in your dear Cambridge ! 
Bankruptcies of ſenſe and honeſty IJ mean, for his traders there lived 
upon the imputed credit of them: for the reſt, in civil matters it is 
ſaid, there is a well-eſtabliſhed harmony between him, Mr. Pitt, 
and the new Secretary, Lord Bute.—Is there any thing in Bell's 
enquiry after Jobn the Baptit? I have not time to read books at 
adventure. You are but a young traveller in this wicked world, and 
have the day before you. So you have time to expatiate to the right 


and left, Juſt as you are tempted by every new proſpect - before you'; | 
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get but to a good inn at night, and it ſignifies little how ſorrily yon 
may be entertained for an hour in a hedge ale-houſe, into which you 
have been deluded by a lying ſign. You may leave it to your more 


experienced friends to recommend a good inn to you; where you may ö 


Glace yourſelf at your caſe. I am fo well entertained in that I am in 
at preſent, that I cannot but with you to uſe it in your way, You 
will be at home in it, it is called Jo. Laur. Maſbemij Inftitutionum 
Hiſt. Eccl. antique et recentioris Libri quatuor. A. 1755. To ſpeak 
without figure or exaggeration, at is the moft excellent abridged 
Hiſtory of the Church that ever was compoſed: nor is its method the 
leaſt of its merit. Bat when I mention abridgments, I do not conſider 
that I am writing in folio. But no folios can tell you e 1 
e e e | 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER CUI. 


—ͤ = 7-5 
home. | 
1 have many thanks to return you for your late Gies. Let me 


|  beſpeak you in time for next year; for, at all adventures, L Will 
not go to Norwich. Vou and your Poet ſay true. 1 will bet at any 


time on a fool or a knave againſt the field. Though the Maſter of 
the courſe be —_ yet the field is the e where the race is 
e e 5 
OS approve much Fix e wid If or an — nunſon 
why I faid, Editor or Tranſlator, was becauſe the critics doubt whether 
- 5 V 


b J 
the French be a tranſlation, yea or no: therefore you will ſhew your 
reading on this important point, to ſay as I did, Editor or Tranſletor, 

As to the ſubject itſelf, FFF But 

I agree with you that once treating of it is enough. 

Remember me kindly to all who eee a rr DEG 

A ON Tae TO LA | 

Judge whether I do not wiſh her a long life. But it is for 
coming worth living for: in which. es and 1 and the public will 


| Prix-Park Auguf 19h ven. 
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LETTER cli. 


Mr. HURD to the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


 Thurcgfton December 2 5, ver 


' Troven I troubled your Lordihip with a Jetter not 
long ſince, yet you will perhaps excuſe my appearing before you, at 
this time, with my Chriſtmas ſalutations: a good old cuſtom, which 
ſhews our forefathers made a right uſe of the beff ridings that ever | 

came from heaven; I mean, to increaſe good-will fowards men. 3 
"+5 7 Ou Lordſhip will take a gueſs, from the ſermonic caſt of this 
_ ſentence, at my late employment. Though I am not likely to be 

_ 2 8 in this wake I know not what led me to 2 25 my hand at a 
: "B&D. _ _-. Popular 
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popular ande or two: I ſay popular, becauſe the ſubjects, and manner 
_of handling are ſuch, but not of. the ſort that are proper for my 
Leiceſterſhire people. To what purpoſe I have taken this trouble, 
your Lordſhip may one day underſtand. For you, who are my example 
and guide in theſe exercifes, muſt alſo be my judge. If you blame, 1 
may learn to write better: if you approve, I ſhall require no other 
Theatre. But when does your Lordſhip think to inſtruc us on this 
head, in the addreſs to your clergy ? Certainly,” the common way of 
ſermonizing is moſt wretched: neither ſenſe, nor eloquence ; reaſon, 
nor pathos. Even our better models are very defective. I have lately 
turned over Dr. Clarke's large collection, for the uſe of my pariſh ; and 
yet with much altering, and many additions, I have been able to pick out 
no more than eight or ten that I could think paſſable for that purpoſe. 
He is clear and happy enough in the explication of ſcripture ; but 


8 miſerably cold and lifeleſs ; no invention, no dignity, no force; utterly - 


incapable of enlarging on a plain thought, or of {ſtriking out new ones : 
in ſhort, much leſs of a genius, than I had ſuppoſed him. 
'Tis well, you have not my doings before you, while I am taking 
this liberty with my betters. But, as I faid, your Lordſhip ſhall one wy 
have it in your power to revenge this flippancy upon me. „ 
Vour Lordſhip has furniſhed me with a good part of my winter's 
entertainment, I mean by the books you recommended to me. I have 
read the Pol. Mem. of Abbe St. Pierre. I am much taken with 
the old man: honeſt and ſenſible ; full of his projects, and very fond 


of them; an immortal enemy to the glory of Louis the XIVth, I ſuppoſe, 
in part, from the memory of his diſgrace in the Academy, which no 


Frenchman could ever forget; in ſhort, like our Burnet, of ſome i im- 
portance to himſelf, and a great talker. Theſe, I think, are the 
outlines of his character. I love him for his generous ſentiments, 
which in a churchman of his communion are the more commendable, 
and indeed make amends for the Lay-bigotry of M. Crevier. 
I have by accident got a ſight of this mighty Fingal. I believe I 


- mentioned by ſuſpicions of the Fragments: they are ten- fold greater 
| } of 
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of this epic poem. To ſay nothin g of the want of external evidence, 
or, which looks ſtill worſe, his ſhuffling over in ſuch a manner the 
little evidence he pretends to give us, every page appears to me to 
afford internal evidence of forgery. His very citations of parallel paſ- 
_ ſages bear againſt him. In poems of ſuch rude antiquity, there might 
: be ſome flaſhes of genius. But here they are continual, and cloathed 
in very claſſical expreſſion. Beſides, no images, no ſentiments, but 
what are matched in other writers, or may be accounted for from 
uſages ſtill ſubſiſting, or well known from the ſtory of other nations. 
| In ſhort, nothing but what the enlightened editor can well explain 
| himſelf. Above all, what are we to think of a long epic poem, diſ- 
poſed, in form, into ſix book s, with a beginning, middle, and end, and 
enlivened, in the claſſic taſte, with epiſodes. Still this is nothing. 
What are we to think of a work of this length, preſerved and handed , 
down to us entire, by oral tradition, for 1400 years, without a chaſm, or 
ſo much as a various reading, I ſhould rather ſay, eating? Put all 
this together, and if Fingal be not a forgery, convict. All I have to ſay 
is, that the Sophiſts have a fine time of it. They may write, and lie 
on, with perfect ſecurity. And yet has this prodigy of North- Britain 
ſet the world agape. Mr. Gray believes in it. And without doubt this 
Scotſman may perſuade us by the ſame arts, that Fingal is an original 
poem, as another employed to prove that Milton was a plagiary. But 
let James Macpherſon beware the conſequence. Truth will out, they 
: bs And then—Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina, Mævi. 
My dear Lord, excuſe this rhapſody, which I write currente ca- 
lamo, and let me hear that your Lordſhip, Mrs. Warburton, and the 
dear Boy, are e well. 1 think to write by this poſt to Mr. 
Allch. 8 N | | 
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LETTER CIIV. 


| Prior-Park, December 27th, : 1761 . 


| LEr me wiſh you (as we all do) all the happineſs that 
goodneſs can derive from this ſeaſon. | 
The honour this country derives from the Duke of York's viſit can 
hardly com penſate the bad news of a Spaniſh war, which puts the city 
of London in a conſternation. This event does honour to Mr. Pitt's 
ſagacity, and the wiſdom of his advice upon it. Whether this war, 
which was foreſeen by no body to be inevitable but by him, can be 
ſucceſsfully managed by any body but by him, time muſt ſheiv ; for 
I would not pretend to be wiſer than our teachers, I mean, the zews- 
Writers, who refer all doubtful caſes, as the Treaſury does all deſperate : 
payments, to time. The beſt thing which time (ſince I wrote laſt) 
has brought to paſs, is the advancement of Mr. Yorke to be Attorney- 
General. I would have you, by all means, write him your compli- 
ments upon it, for, with a high value, he has a great friendſhip for you. 
What you ſay of Hume is true: and (what either I ſaid in my laſt, 
or intended to ſay), you have taught him to write ſo much better, 
that he has thoroughly confirmed your ſyſtem. 
I have been both too ill and too lazy to fintſh my "diſcourle on the 
Holy Spirit. Not above half of it is yet printed. 
Il have been extremely entertained with the wars of Fin gal. It can 
be no cheat, for I think the enthuſiaſm of this ſpecifical ſublime could 
hardly be counterfeit. A modern writer would have been leſs ſimple 
and uniform. Thus far had I written when your letter of Chriſtmas- 
day came to hand; as you will eafily underſtand by my ſubmitting to 
take ſhame upon me, and aſſuring you that I am fully convinced of 
my falſe opinion delivered juſt above concerning Fingal. I did not 
| 25 | 9 conſider 
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conſider the matter as 1 ought. - Your reaſons for the forgery are 
unanſwerable. And of all theſe reaſons, but one occurred to me, the 


want of external evidence, and this I own did ſhock me. But you 


have waked me from a very pleaſing dream ; and made me hate the 
: 22 which is the moſt ny ſentiment of our waking 

I am el leaſed with whih you tell me of A ſet of ſermons” 
ad populum, I mean to people of condition. For nature formed you 
for, and providence will bring you to, another Theatre. Vour judg- 
ment of Clarke is like your other jud gments of of men, perfectly exact 
and true. 

J received a letter from Maſon of the 14th, and he tells me news. 
that your letters on Chivalry are in the preſs, and he deſires Wah 
they come out, I would ſend them to him in covers. 

Sterne has publiſhed his fifth and ſixth Volumes of Triſtram. 
They are wrote pretty much like the firſt and ſecond, but whether 
they will reſtore his reputation as a writer with the public, is another 
| queſtion The fellow himſelf is an irrecoverable ſcoundrel. 

My diſcourſe on the Holy Spirit, grows upon me, eſpecially i in the 
latter part about the Mothodiſts, which is the part I could have 


wiſhed would have grown the leaſt. But a wen grows faſter than 


ſound fleſh. I have yet printed off but 72 pages. 
I think the Bookſellers have an intention of employing Baſkerville 


to print Pope in 4to. fo they ſent me the laſt Byo. to look over. 


have added the incloſed to the long note in the beginning of the Rape 

of the Lock, in anſwer to an ie e of Joſeph Warton. When you 
have peruſed it, you will ſend it back. 

l have ſometimes thought of collecting my ſcattered anecdotes and 


critical obſervations together, for the foundation of a life of Pope, 


which the bookſellers teaze me for. If I do that, all of that kind 
muſt be ſtruck out of the notes ts that edition, ' You could help me 
Oy to fill up the c canvas. | 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLV. 


I Have now ſeen the whole of the letters on Chiratry, 
and am wonderfully taken with them. They ſhould be publiſhed 
forthwith, and the title-page be, as you ſay, Letters on Chivalry and 
Romance. They cannot but pleaſe all perſons of taſte, greatly. _ They 
are the petit- piece to that noble work of the Dialogues. | 
My Wife's indiſpoſition has been long and obſtinate. She and her 


Couſin are rambling up and down for. air and exerciſe, by advice of her 


* Phyſician. Mr. Allen and the family ſet out to her on Tueſday ; they 
are likely to go together to London for a few days, * having 
met on the road. 

I ſtay here, where the Captain® is confined to his bed be a 
lingering gout ; which, if it does not become more THO ſoon, is 
likely to be dangerous. 

I ſhall ſoon draw upon your friend(hi p for a remittance to Glouceſter, 
where I hope we ſhall find ourſelves the fore end of July. : 


Prior-Park, May 1 5th, 1762. 


Captain Tucker, Mrs. Warburton's Brother. H. 


Cd 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLI. 


My DEAR REC rok or For K rox,“ 


TEIS ſhall be only to remind you. of what you may 
forget. : 


Imprimis, your je Jr: Your friend Pearſon has Ap me in 

mind of this. 

Item. Should you not write «letter uf dis to the Chancellor, 
into whoſe favour you ſeem to have been much crept. _ 

Item. -Shquld you not write to the Biſhop of London, to thank him 
for his recommendation to his Brothers. 

Item. Should you not write a letter of thanks to the Archbilhop of 
York ? I have ſent you his letter incloſed. | 

' Theſe you will ſay are like a Taylor's items of Mae and canvas. 

But remember a coat cannot be made without them. I ſay nothing 

to you of the public. Vou are too much a Philoſopher to turn your 

eyes downwards on the diſſentions of the great; and I cannot dwell upon 

the ſubject with any ſatisfaction. I am afraid we are at the eve of 

much diſturbance, and ready to exchange a war abroad for one at home, 

leſs murderous but more calumniating. We have long prayed to he 

delivered from our enemies; I wiſh the Archbiſhop could hit upon 

an efficacious form of prayer to be delivered from ourſelves. God 

bleſs Kg _ nee the A gry at Thurcaſton, and in all its borders ! ! 


Grofoenor-Square, November 24th, 1762. 


The ſine- cure Rectory of Folkton, near Hunmanby, E. R. of Yorkſhire, vacated by the 
tranſlation of Dr. Oſpaldiſton, from Carſlile to London, and given me ys the Chancellor, Lord 
2 a the 1 9 1 of Mr. Allen. H. | 

Ek: LETTER 
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LETTER CLYIL 


Mr DEAR DOUBLE : RECTOR, 


Os , fewer, 
ut farewel it, ſays Polonius. You may gueſs the pleaſure the 19 00 
| bation of my bock by a friend and @ judge, gives me. 

I am extremely pleaſed with T. Warton's new edition of his 

obſervations, and have let him know as much by Balguy. I am glad 
he is in earneſt with his project af the Hiſtory of Engliſh Poetry: 

he will do it well, —Your advice will determine me to frike out the 
note on his Brother. The reaſons you give have ſufſicient weight. 

After I ſent my letter to you away, I had forget (I recollected) 
to incloſe the Archbiſhop's letter which I referred to. But you have 
knowledged how much they were obliged to me for my recommenda- 
tion of you, and then launched out into the praiſes of your manners, 
your politeneſs, your amiable converſation, &c. 
Yeſterday the Secretary of State laid the preliminaries defies thi 
Houſe, and faid that in a day or two they ſhould be delivered to each 
Member in print, Thurſday ſen night is nee enter upon the 
conſideratiau of them. | 

I left my wife tolerably well, thaugh e But ſince I 
came hither the has had the moſt violent and dangerous fit of a hilious 
cholic that can be conceived, inſomuch that the exceſſive pain made 
her delirious. But thank God ſhe hes gat 400% o | 


Grofoener-Square, November zoth, I 762. . 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLI. 


Mr, EUR D t the BISHOP of GLOPCESTER. 


I Thank God that I can now, with Gs aſſurance, 
congratulate with myſelf on the proſpect of your N s ſafe and 
ſpeedy recovery from your fad diſaſter.* 

Mrs. Warburton's laſt letter was a cordial to me; and, as the ceaſing 
of intenſe pain, fo this abatement of the fears I have been tor- 
mented with for three or four days paſt, gives a certain alacrity to my 


ſpirits, of which your Lordſhip may look to feel the effects, in a 


long letter. 

And now ſuppoſing, as T truſt I may FR that your Lan will 
be in no great pain, when you receive this letter, I am tempted to 
begin, as friends uſually do when ſuch accidents bEfal, with my repre- 
henſions rather than condolance. I have often wondered why your 
Lordſhip ſhould not uſe a cane in your walks, which might haply 


have prevented this misfortune ; eſpecially conſidering that 3 


I ſuppoſe the better to keep its Sons in ſome fort of equality, has 
thought fit to make. your outward ſight by many degrees leſs perfect, 
than your inward. Even I, a young and ſtout Son of the Church, 


rarely truſt my firm ſteps into my garden, without ſome ſupport of 
this kind. How improvident then was it in a Father of the Church 


to commit his unſteadfaſt 2s to 15 1 Not to 3 that 


* Of breaking his 1 arm, hes fall i an the garden of Prior-Park. TY 
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a PRO paſtcral ſtaff is the badge of your office, and, like a ſeptre to 
a King, ſhould be the conſtant appendage to a Biſhop. | 

This and ſuch like remonſtrances, in the ſtyle, though not I hope 
in the ſpirit of Job's comforters, I ſhould be apt to make, if the 
moment were favourable, and I were now at your bed-fide, as I had 
probably been ere this, if I could have found a ſupply for my two 
Churches. For the perſon I engaged in the Summer, is run away, 
as you will think natural enough, when I tell you, he was let out of 
gaol to be promoted to this ſervice. But time and patience bring an 
end of all our diſtreſſes. I am at laſt promiſed a reſident Curate from 
Cambridge, but am to wait for him till after the Lent Ordination. 

I have this day a letter from Mr. Maſon, who promiſes to call here 
next week in his way to London. He ſpeaks in hi gh a admiration of | 
your late books, eſpecially of the part againſt Weſtley.” T hope by the 
time he comes, to have another letter from Prior-Park, and ſo to be 
able ſtill more authentically to relieve his concern for the ill news I 
have to tell him. f 
Since Sunday laſt I hen been able to think of ne” with 

ſatisfaction. I ſhall now return, with ſome compoſure, to my books, 
and the finiſhing m two Dialogues on Travelling, or as they almoſt 

pretend to be called, on Education. I have taken the greater pleaſure 

in compoſing them, from the fancy that they may one day be of ſome 
uſe to my friend Ralph. And to this end I confeſs I have the 
ambition to have theſe papers paſs through the Hands of Mrs. 
Warburton, and if I may preſume ſo far, to make a convert of her to 
my party. For at preſent I ſhould not think it ſtrange if ſhe inclined 
to think favourably of fo prevailing a practice. I have even that 
confidence in the goodneſs of my cauſe, that I ſhould not be diſpleaſed 
if in the mean time ſhe ſaw what Rouſſeau, who is faſhionable in 
this part of his ſcheme, has to ſay in defence of this cuſtom. In 
particular, I could wiſh to know what ſhe thinks of the ingenious 
PRE of making FINS fall . in love, before he ſets 
a 8 out _ 


e 


. ff 

out on his travels. It Jooks as if he took a miſtreſs to be as neceſ- 
fary to a modern traveller, as to an ancient Knight Errant. But does 
ſhe conceive that this would be an adviſable experiment to be made, 


in due time, on her Son; that he would, or ought to go abroad in 
theſe circumſtances, or, that any good could come of it, if he did? 


I mean, though Rouſſeau himſelf, or another Mentor, ſhould take 


the charge of the Voyage. I take this violent machine of a love: fit 
to be, in effect, a confeſſion that no human means can be thought of 
to make this early travel of boys for the purpoſe of education, either 
ſafe or uſeful. But I have a hugdred other objections, af which, as 
I faid, I conſent that Mrs. Warburton ſhall be the judge, if ſhe 
will do me the honour to peruſe theſe papers, and to moderate, as her 
good ſenſe will well. enable her to do, between Mr. Locke and Lord 

Shafteſbury. 
But to return to your 3 whom I have left too EY Your 
continuance in bed is now I hope the moſt uneaſy circumſtance to be 
| apprehended, It were well, if you had the faculty of ſlumbering, 
| which Pope celebrates in ſome Prelates ; or that you had the knack of 
dreaming awake, as might be faid to the honour of ſome others. In 
either caſe, the time might paſs away ſomewhat comfortably in your 
confinement. But in defect of theſe two remedies, which you cannot 
have, it may ſerve, for the time at leaſt, to divert your thoughts, to | 
caſt your eye on this long letter. This is my beſt excuſe for troubling 
you at this rate; and, now the ſecret is out, it is fit I take my leave as 
ſpeedily as I can, with aſſuring you only of my conſtant prayers and 
beſt wiſhes for your Lordſhip, and of the inviolable affection with 
which I muſt be ever, &c. * 


1 * February 0th, 1763. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLIX, 


Mv DAR FRIEND, | 

I Was willing to tell you with my own pen, as ſoon as 
I was able, that my cure proceeds as the phyſical people could wiſh. 
Providence has been graciouſly pleaſed to relieve this bad accident with 
the moſt favourable circumſtances. N ext to that, they tell me I am 
indebted to a long habit of temperance; no otherwiſe meritorious; 
for I think I ſtumbled upon temperance in che N of pleaſure.— 
Ever moſt affectionately yours, 


5 „ 


I: Here 935 you Mr. Yotke's 5 1 15 * n 
opinion that you ſhould not now, when you can afford to take it, 

_ decline fo reputable a piece of preferment, if this man's death, or re- 
ſignation, makes a vacancy. New orders were talked of, which might 
make it uneaſy to the preacher ; but it was only talk ; things being on 
the old footing. I ſhould have been much eaſier with you in this 
matter before the ſinecure. For the falary is only £731. a term, that 
is, C124. and the chambers, which let for £30. Perhaps you would 
keep the chambers in your own hands. So that it reduces it to the 
£124. out of which your aſſiſtant is to be paid, which may amount 

N 15 Y | = = 


8 


5 


> FRY or £30. a year, at er But it is not the 
money, which now you do not want, but the ſtation which is the 
thing, You have Commons in the Hall with the Benchers in term 
time, which is the-only g OR 


Prior- Park, March 24th, I 76 3. 


H. F. Mr. Allen is of the ſame mind with me. 


LETTER CIXI. 


„ 8 1 Deferred thus long to write to you, till I could give 
you ſome good account of my hand. I have uſed the pump this 
fortnight or three weeks, and think I have received ſome benefit, 
though it comes Hlowly. The complaint is, a great debility in the 
wriſt, after the maſt ſucceſsful cure of the fracture of the arm. 
Of my wife I can tell you better news: after long languiſhing under 
tte hands of a Bath phyſician, and a reſolution to go to the Spa in 
Germany this Summer (a reſolution ſo fixed, that a houſe was hired 
here for her), I thought it proper till the ſeaſon came, that ſhe ſhould | 
go to London, to be in the hands of Dr. Heberden and Dr. Letherland, 
the two beſt phyſicians in Europe, in my opinion. She went, con- 
tinued there fix weeks, and is returned almoft perfectly recovered, by 
obſerving a courſe of phyſic under their direction. And the Spa 
Journey is changed by their advice, for the waters of 1 
whither ſhe propoſes to go the latter end of June. 
| Your journey to your friends happens at 2 right time, and we bope 


you will come from a thenes to us. * to our Changer. Hurney, that 
is 
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is at ee . uncertain. But by the time you reach us, we 
perhaps may ſay ſomething more poſitive concerning it. 1 
1 have ſo much to pour into the boſom of a friend, both of public 
and private matters, that I poſitively will not ſay one word more than 
juſt to recommend myſelf to your my Moth, _ your Brother, her 
| neighbour. . | . 


Prior-Park, May 25th, 1 6 3. 


P. S. I cannot forbear adding Be not under too much concern for 

my hand. I, whoſe life is a warfare upon earth (that is to ſay with 
bigots and libertines, againſt whom I have denounced eternal war, 
like Hannibal againſt Rome at the Altar), have reaſon to be thankful 
that the debility is not in my N | 


g ä PO OC EF 


LE Ji TER IBI. 


1 Am ing the ſecond vol. of the Divine . 
that i is, part third and fourth, for a new edition. I had not read over. 
the preface againſt Taylor fince the publication, and it pleaſed me to 
find I could make it no better: which is rarely my caſe. I have oft | 
told you how amuſing this work of correction is to me in compariſon | 
of compoſition, where I ſtretch 4 weak faculties t too violently” to 
give me pleaſure. 1 | 15 
- We depend on your coming to us when you leave your Mother and n 
Brother, > whom my kindeſt remembrances. 


 Prive-Park, May zoth; 176 3. 


P. S. Rouſſeau's Letter to the Archbiſhop of Paris on his Paſtoral 
Letter againſt Emile will much amuſe you. At p. 65, you will fee 


one of the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt marks of fanaticiſm : Iwill leave you 


- to find out what 3 it is. 
LETTER 


- 
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LE T TE R cLXIIl. 


Mr. HURD to the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


T; burcaſton, February 24th, 1 764. 


: TE E incloſed is for my lively and excellent friend, in 
acknowledgment of a ſingularly kind letter, ſhe has honoured me 
with.—I thank your Lordſhip for the franks, which were a ſeaſonable 
ſupply to me, after the late expence, by the preſs. 

Your Lordſhip gueſſes right that I take no concern in the politics of 


the time ; and for a reaſon you will think a good one, that neither 


party ſeems much worth being concerned for. 
I here be other jolly paſtimes enou gh, as Milton ſays, to. * the 
day about; one of which, though not the moſt jolly, has been the 
looking into two or three late critical publications; of which, for 
want of better materials for a letter, I think 1 muſt take leave to 
give your Lordſhip ſome account. 

The profound Greek literature ſeems to have taken 1 in the 


fartheſt nook of the Weſt. Toup's two pieces on Suidas are conſider- 
able, in their way. He is certainly well ſkilled in the Greek tongue, 


and poſſeſſes, beſides, a particle or two, diſcerped from Bentley's »s;, 


which I regard as the ſoul, or ro nav, as we may ſay, of the critical 


world. With all this, he is a piece of a Coxcomb, as, I know not how, 
all the modern Greeks, I think, are. He'treats his neighbour Heath, 
of Exeter, with ſovereign contempt, calling him indeed do&#i//imus, as 
occaſion ſerves ; but withal /aborio/eſimus ; a term, as I ſuppoſe, in 
this lively Greek's mouth, of. opprobrious import. In ſhort, what 


by his real talents in-his way, and by the ſuperior airs he gives himſelf, 
L | | I OO 


1 258 1 
Es expect that in after times ſome admiring Dutch critic, half aſleep d 


. and all a-gape, will quote him by the ſtyle and title of, Toupius 5 , 


that higheſt and moſt crowning appellation to which critical ambition 
- knows to aſpire. This corrector of Suidas and Kuſter promiſes, it 
ſeems, a new edition of Longinus. I wiſh he had choſen ſome 
better and more uſeful book. The moral tracts of Plutarch, for 
inſtance, are many of them incomparable ; but ſo wretchedly printed, 
and fo corrupt even in the beſt editions, that they are not to be read 
without much trouble. 
From Toupius I deſcend by a gradation of many ſteps to Fer. 
Markland, who has publiſhed the Supplices of Euripides; indeed 
reaſonably well, ſo far as reſpects the printing, the rythm, and ſettling 
the reading of ſome inconſiderable words. But when he condeſcends 
to explain a whole ſentence of his author, as he does ſometimes, 
though but rarely, he is not ſo happy; of which the following may 
ſerve for an example. A ee v. 6 630, 'v os BY ee ede of 5 


the men in theſe words — . 
| ; Aapape wiv Gals, i uud eee | 
eco 1d A 


This your Lordſhip will ſay is plain enou agh ; but his comment runs 
thus: Incertum eſt quo ſenſu voces nas che ſumendæ int. 
08 Bax NESIUS : Poeta jubar meridianum ſolis, ou canonit inſtar Diem 
e in æquas partes dividit, figuratè ama dicit.” Min, de matutino 
tempore potius, et de ortu ſolis agi videtur, et radius ſolis appellari 
forte poteſt a oapis, regula clara, QUIA, orto ſole, perſpicu? et clar? 
dignoſcimus res que ant?, et in tenebris, confundebantur. Your Lordſhi p 
will ſmile at theſe efforts of dulneſs in Barnes and his hypercritic ; 
whereas either of them might have ſeen, even by the light of Milton's 
ruſb- candle, what the true ſenſe of the paſſage was ; I mean from that 

| —long levelPd rule of ſtreaming. light . | 


aries Pviakieh of that poet, which is a fine and almoſt literal ainſi. 5 


don of ins andy vaph; of his favourite Gears. this ſpecimen = 
8 of 


ü % l | - 


of hi ſagacity;/ it can be no wonder to hear him Aae as he dees 
very ſotkemnly before he comes to the end of this new volume, that, 
after all the pains he and others have taken to explain Horace, there is 
not a {ſingle Ode, Epode, Epiſtle, or Satire, which he can truly and 
honeſtly ſay, he perfectly underftands. Was there ever a better 
inſtance of a poor man's puzzling and confounding himſelf by his own ' 
obſcure. diligence, or a better exem plification of the old remark—ne 
intelligendo faciunt ut nibil intelligant After all, I believe the author 
is a very good man, and a learned; but a miſerable inſtance of a man 
of flender parts and ſenſe, beſotted by a fondneſs for his own peculiar 
ſtudy, and ſtupified by an intenſe application to the minutiz of it. 
I now believe it certain that I ſhall not go to London; but for 
this I refer your Lordſhip. to Mrs. Warburton's letter. 1 hope Mr. 
Maſon ſees you. 8 Mrs. pes often, the only 2 I envy. him 
in town. | 


P. S. Your Lordſhip once lent me {I forget by wham written) a 
tract de Dialogo-Conſeribendo. If you have it at Groſvenor-Square, 
I ſhould be niuch F to dect Millar to 
e e  TOTROT | $659 


* 


LET TE R Cav. 


Mp Letter to Dr. Pad, of Dublin, in 8 of 4 
a which has juſt fallen into my hands, is ſo admirable, that I think I 
certainly know the hand, and that it could be no body's but 
yours. I do not judge of the author 'by his ſtyle, though I think 
that detects him, but becauſe no body elſe could write ſq; or if they 

"LF Sos ans could, | 
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could, that no > body elſe was ſo well dif ſed to do me juſtice and honour. 
This then muſt be one of your tricks to ſerve your friend, clandeſtinely 
and by ſtealth, but you ſee I have detected you. But I will fay no 
more till you confeſs and plead - guilty. —I am fo troubled with my 
uſual dizzineſs that I am juſt this moment going to be bleeded, which 
makes me break off abru ptly, to conclude myſelf ever Jours, 


= "FI: W. GLOUCESTER. 
 Prior-Park, October 15th, 1764. 


LETTER CLXV. 


YoU are a pleaſant fellow ; but don't fancy you. have 

eſcaped me. You will think it odd, but I will aſſure you, that on 
the firſt reading of the pamphlet, I was as demonſtratively certain of 
the author, as if I had ſtood behind him, and ſeen his trenchant 
quill move deſperately along contrary to all the rules of good penman- 
ſhip. I knew the hand that defended cloven-tongues, had no cloyen- 
foot, though he ſuppoſed he walked inviſible.  _ 

I am glad we ſhall have you ſo ſoon, that I may enjoy ſomething 
of you, as well as the reſt, before I go to town. 


My DEAREST FRIEND, 
| Ever yours, 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


Prier-Park, October 28th, 1764. 


LETTER 


[ gle 


W ee 


1 Will not tell you how Hs you 1 obliged me in 
this correction of Leland. Vou never wrote any thing in your life in 
which your critical acumen and elegant manner more ſhone. About 
a fortnight or three weeks ago, our friend Colonel Harvey called on us 
for a few days in his way to Ireland, whither he is going to take 
poſſeſſion of a Regiment of Horſe, which the King has given him 
inſtead of his Dragoons. I put the pamphlet i into his hands, only telling 
him that I was not in the ſecret of its writing, but that whoever 
was the author, he would ſee it was one of the fineſt pens in England. 
I defired him to get it reprinted in Dublin, which he ſaid he would do 
with the greateſt ſatisfaction and pleaſure. This I think but a x proper 
| return for Leland's favour in Londott: 

1 do not wonder that any ſtudious man ſhould in England want 
phyſic at Spring and fall. I am glad therefore that this ſuits ſo well 
with you, but I hope November will ſuffice for this purpoſe. And 
I ſhould be ſorry not to have you ſometime with me here before 1 

ſet off for London. Remember that you can take any phyfic and | 

reject any phyſical advice as well here as at Thurcaſton. 
Jour correſpondents of the preſs ſent the incloſed on a ſuppoſition 
you was got hither. „„ 


* 


oo Privr -Par 6 3 8tb. 1764. 
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LETTER cxxvn. 


12, Grofornor- A Feirwn] 2 61, I 176 {8 


15 Hope ny v will find y. you got = 5 to your Mother, . 
— i beg my moſt heagy e as likewiſe to your Brother and 
family. 
I cannot Oe to you the warm I Rt & 3 your late kind and 
charitable viſit to Prior-Park—but I will ſay no more. — ; 
Were I to tell vou of politics, eccleſiaſtical or civil, there would be 
no end. I will reſerve it all for Summer at Glouceſter. 5 
Only 1 cannot forbear telling you, that when we all dined = the 
Archbiſhop after his upriſing from the gout, amongſt other things of 
equal importance, he told his bre thren, in aſſembly com plete aud full, 
that Mr. Ridley had undertaken to anſwer Phillips's Life of Cardinal 
Pole.—You will hardly gueſs what I ſaid on this occaſion, though you 
are ſufficiently acquainted with my indiſcreet and uncourtly politics 
take it then in the very words I faid it, as near as I can remember— 
« My Lord, we are much bounden to your Grace for your inceſſant 
4 care of the Church' 8 intereſt. 1 think Mr. Ridley ſufficiently 
oe qualified for his undertaking. . Vet 1 could have wiſhed that the 
< taſk had been performed by ſome, in a more eminent ſtation. Mr. 
« Ridley's name puts me in mind. of his great nameſake the Biſhop of 
* London. In thoſe times, my Lord, the Biſhops did not leave theſe 
« matters to their Chaplains, but performed them themſelves. He 
* of London and Jewel of Saliſbury, have made their names immor- 
tal by their defences of the Proteſtant Church of England. And 1 
« ſuppoſe they encouraged one another in theſe undertakings, by the 
4 reaſoning of Sarpedon, in Homer, to his Friend Glaucus.” —<* Why, 
« fays- that generous hero, are we diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of our 
Tt brethren | 


EEE! 


© brethren with 1 titles and riches, but that we may out do them 
© in the ſervice of the public ; ſo that when men ie our great achieve- 
ments, they may ſay, theſe men deſerve their faperior titles and riches 
who perform thus nobly.'- 
A filence enſued. But the king did not ſeem to be 1 ao 
And ſome faid with, good humour enough, why do you not under- 

« take this cauſe yourſelf?” I replied, © when I think I can do any 
e ſervice, I do not ſtay to be called ven. And 1 appeal to Neal's 
«« Hiſtory of the Puritans, in three vols. now.in the Ubrary at Durham, 

« Which at one of my reſidences 1 took home to my houſe, and, at 

ce Breakfaſt time, filled the margins quite through; ; which I think to be 
« a full confutation of all his falſe facts and partial repreſentations. 
« The Bp. of Durham has ſeen i 1 7 or, at leaſt heard of it.” And fo 
we parted i in much good humour. 1 hardly leave you 1 in if good after 
forcing ſo long, and ſo tedious a letter upon you, on the Road. May 
you get well home and i in health, and find every Ping; chere as vou 
Tous have it, 3, 5 n Wet your fond friend, 15 | 
W. - GLOUCESTER, 


Fl to him by the ee to ſend you. But pine by miſtake, * 
them back to me eee A 


LETTER 


[I © 


LETTER cLxvil.. 


o hauen. March, I 76 5. 


1 Should hardly have troubled you this poſt, but for the 

ſake of the incloſed. I have your kind letter from Birmin 2 | 
| Your fire-fide dialogue affects me much. | 
Wen I mentioned Glouceſter, I had forgot that you told me of 
your purpoſe to try Harrowgate. But I do not forget that I warmly 
adviſed you to it. And therefore it will be with pleaſure that I ſhall 
loſe your company on that account. Beſides I ſhould fancy (and I 
never knew fancy unaccompanied with hopes) that you will have a 
a call to Glouceſter before that time, for Geekee “ has had another 
fit, and what will become of him no body knows. Poor Dr. Stukeley, 
in the midſt of a florid age of 84, was laſt Saturday ſtruck with an 
apoplectic fit, which deprived him of his ſenſes. 1 ſuppoſe ee is dead 
by this time. | 


LETTER CLXIX, 


Gro eee, Mareb, I 761 I. 


My DEAREST FRIEND, 


You ſay true, 1 have a tenderneſs in my temper which 
will make me miſs poor Stukeley ; for, not to ſay that he was one of 
my oldeſt acquaintance, there was in him ſuch a mixture of ſim plicity, 


| gs abſurdity, ingenuity, ſuperſtition, and. antiquarianiſm, that 


. ? Prebendary « of Canterbury, and Archdeacon of Glouceſter. i h 
: E 
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he often afforded me that- kind of well- ſeaſoned repaſt which the 
French call an Ambigu, I ſuppoſe, from a compound of things 
never meant to meet together. E haye often heard him laughed at by 
fools, who had neither his ſenſe, his knowledge, nor his honeſty, 
though it muſt be confeſſed that in him they were all ſtrangely 
traveſted. Not a week before his death he walked from Bloomſbury 
to Groſvenor-Square, to pay me a viſit; was cheerful as uſual, and as 
full of literary projects. But his buſineſs was (as he heard Geekee was 
not likely to continue long), to defire I would give him the earlieſt 
notice of his death, for that he intended. to ſolicit for his Prebend of 
Canterbury, by Lord Chancellor and Lord Cardigan. For, added 
e he, one never dies the ſooner, you know, for ſecking preferment.” 

You have had a curioſity, which I never ſhall have, of reading 
Leland' 8 ſecond 5 1 believe what 25 755 ; "Ry are as non- 
ſenſical as his firſt. 
It is, as. you fay of Percy”: s ballads. Pry: is this the man who 
wrote about the Chineſe? Antiquarianiſm is, indeed, to true letters 
what ſpecious funguſes are to the oak; which never ſhoot out and 
flouriſh, till all the vigour and virtue of that monarch of the grove 
be effete and near exhauſted; PETS e 

I envy the meeting of you three at Thurcaſton ; while I am confined 
here to the aſſemblies of pride and dulneſs. 
I did mention to you, I think, the inſult committed on the heed of 
the ſupreme Court of Juſtice. The abuſe was extreme, and much 
felt: generally reſented,” but I believe by no body more than by me, 
as you will ſee by the incloſed. I have made what J had to ſay on 
that head the concluſion of my dedication.* It will pleaſe neither 
party. I was born to pleaſe no party. But what of that? In 
matters of moral conduct, it is every honeſt man's chief concern to 


| ay himſelf. | 
P. 8, When' 15 have done with 1% El it back. 


ö he „ 70 Lord Mansfield. * 15 : | 
- Mm „„ AGMTIER 
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| LETTER CLXX, 


Grofoener-Square, May is I 76 5. 


Tus IS morning I received the incloſed "ES Mr. Yorke. 
I wrote him word back that I deſpaired of your com pliance, how- 
ever I would communicate the affair to you as defired ; and I was ſure 
that this inſtance of his friendſhip to you, would ever be warmly 
reſented by you, and that, as ſoon you received this, he might expect 


your anſwer. 
My wife is here, and is above meaſure yours. —T have now determined 


not to go to Glouceſter this year as I cannot have your company, and 
as I think it neceſſary you ſhould go to Harrowgate. On this account, 
my wife thinks ſhe may venture to ſtay here from Mrs. Allen, a fort- 
night after I have left London, which 1 propoſe to do the latter end of 
next week. I hope we ſhall meet however this Summer, fince it 
is not thought Geekee will live it over.. LY 


LETTER CLXXI. 


Prior- Park, Je. my 1765. 


ts Received this mornin g the incloſed letter from Mr. 
Yorke, together with that of yours to him of the 16th inſtant. Of 
yours I will not ſay a word to you; for that would imply that even the 
- moſt kind thing was capable of making me love you better than I 


do already. The incloſed account 1 believe to be a true one, and 
therefore | 


„ c 267 ] 
therefore perfectly fatisfaftory : ſo that if yon bl no averſion to tho 
thing, I beg you would immediately tell Mr. Yorke ſo ; and (becauſe 
I know your delicacy) that I have wrote you word that his letter to 
me gives me the fuleſt ſatisfaction. 

1 fay if you have no averſion to this poſt. For I think _ 
that you would make an ill exchange of eaſe and happineſs (which 
your wnaccoutable virtues entitle you to, and enable you to procure for 
yourſelf), for the moſt flattering proſpect of worldly emoluments. 
I call your virtues unaccountable, as I do the wealth of our rich rogues 
who cauponiſed to the Armies in Germany in this laſt war; who have 
raiſed our admiration, that they were able to Pier and N ſo 
mightily amidſt an univerſal poverty. 

But if you really can accept this ck with 480. and fatisfa&tion 

to yourſelf, I foreſee many advantages from it, both to yourſelf, if 
fortune favours, and to your friends in ſpite of fortune. You will 
act conformably to the defires of Lord Mansfield and Mr. Yorke : and, ; 
what I am ſure you will not eſteem. the leaſt, the happineſs I ſhall 
gain by ſo much more of your company every year. 

I muſt not neglect to thank you for yous on dear letter to me of 8 
the 19th. : 
When I told my wife you remembered her and the Boy i in this 

letter, inſtead of making her aſhamed. of her long filence (which ſhe 
confeſſed it ought to do), the triumphed in it, and her pride dictated 
this reflection to her, — that ſhe believed had Mr. Maſon been guilty of 
ſo much neglect in writing to you, you would hardly have remembered 
him ſo often as you have done her; this her pride (which I ſay die- 
tated to TO made her na en eee 


P. S. I will make you amends for ſo ph of my own, with a little 
of Pope. The incloſed from Mr. V. needs no explanation. The 
little poem is certainly his.— But you ſee he could not diveſt himſelf 


Mm 2 | | | of 
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of that ſatiric force of expreſſion even in his tendereſt en | 
where it had leaſt to do. 
Stript to the naked ſoul—is ſo forei gn to the pathetic, aha ſeein g ; 
thoſe words alone, one would imagine my charming friend was 
going to give us an account of Vulture Hopkins, or Peter Walter, 
juſt ſtept into the other world, and deſperately ſurpriſed at their 
new condition, to find themſelves become DIRT ten and Ie of 
all: for their ſoul ſtill went r nothin g. 8 | 


VERSES by Mr. POPE, 


On Dr. Bol Tox's (the late Dean of Carſlile) having written and publiſhed 
a paper to the memory of Mrs. ee ye geen Mother to old Sand 


BLouNr, of Twickenham. 


They are ſuppoſed to be Holen con the dale "Lady to me _ of that x ax which n 
her character. | | | 


| Strip to the kad ſoul, A from clay, 
From doubts unfetter'd, and diffoly'd i in day; j 
Unwarm'd by vanity, unreach'd by ftrife, 
And all my hopes and fears tkrown off with life; 
Why am I charm'd by friendſhip's fond eſſays, 
And tho? unbodied, conſcious of thy praiſe ? 
Has pride a portion in the parted foul ? | 
Does paſſion ſtill the formleſs mind controul ? 
Can gratitude out- pant the ſilent breath, 
Or a friend's ſorrow pierce the glooms of death ĩ 
 No—tis a ſpirit's nobler taſte of bliſs, | 
That feels the worth it left, in proofs like this ; 
That not its own applauſe but thine approves, - 
Whoſe practice praiſes, and whoſe virtue loves, 
| =] Who liv'ſt to crown departed friends with fame ; ; 
: „ 1 85. 1 85 ns all thou ee reclaim. = 
. 1 B © MriPors. TY 
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LETTER CLXXIL. 


Prior-Park, July 7th, 1765. 
I Have yours of the iſt, and am infinitely pleaſed that 
you will accept the Preacherſhip.—I agree with you in yr obſervation 
of Mr. Yorke's warmth and folicitude. | 
Lou do well not to lay aſide your Harrowgate journey. But I mould 
do ill not to tell you that the phyſical people ſay they are the ſame 
with Cheltenbam, our viſitation town. Both the waters ſmell and 
taſte like rotten eggs. However if this be ſo, I hope you will ere 
long have a better opportunity of uſing Cheltenham waters, and 
renewing them commodiouſly as oft as Z dns pr if indeed 8 be. 
the ſame with Harrowgate. NT 
Lou defire, as is fitting, Mr. Yorke” S 700 letters to you. But 
ſurely I have only the laſt you fent, which I return under this cover; 
I believe you will find the other returned. But perhaps, by the other 
letter, you mean the long one to me, which you ſent back, and which 
is properly a letter to you, and therefore I have ſent it you back to 
keep with the reſt. Adieu, my deareſt friend, may God preſerve 
you, keep you in health, and proſper 1 85 wherever 385 go, and 
return 8 ſafe 25 ſound, 


To your moſt affectionate, &c: &. 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


— 


PS: I vali Clutterbuck will pay you your legacy. * ieh is 


now duc) whenever you write to him. 
| Before r Arran the! e, 4 1 0 found the other letter to Thang 


Ne 8 « 0F C10. ft me by dr. Allen's Will . 
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LETTER CLXXIII. 2 og 
Prier-Park, Oftaber bib, 1 765. 


1 Hope this will find you ſafely returned. Your 


picture is finiſhed. Hoare fays it is much the beſt he has ever 


drawn of me. I have ordered it to be ſent to London for a frame, 
by Gouſſet, and he has orders to ſend it to you, as you ſhall direct. 
I beg your acceptance of it, though I know * do not want any 
thing to put you in mind of me. 


I had forgot to mention, what you ſaid, of retaining Dr. Balguy's 


note. I think it is right, for the reaſon you give. | | 
We have heard nothing of the man from Wiltſhire. You need 

make no apology for your failing in your and your Brother's (to whom 

my thanks) kind endeayours, for we found how difficult it was before 


we gave you this trouble. You lay nathing, nor 1 me any directions 


about your 8 


LETTER CLXXIV. 


ner kunt Ottober 915, 1 76 5. 


I os your kind. letter of. the 4th, 3 * I 
wrote by. the laſt poſt, your friend would needs have me write by this, 


to prevent your further trouble (and to thank you for your paſt) about 
2 28875 ſhe 110 55 now . 5 


1 debre | 


1 271 "1 


- 4. you Tak uſe my houſe in Groſvenor-Square till you > provide 
better for yourſelf, and that you would let me know when you propoſe 
being in London, that I may write to the ſervant to take care of your 
bed; &6-: 

I hope the . may be made 50 to you 3 the x means 1 
propoſe. You need not doubt of your being liked—as for your liking, 
vrhen conſider how eaſily ou accommodate yourſelf, I do not doubt- 
of that neither. 

I believe you will like the ing: it is really a good on one. I 1 
forgot to ſay in my laſt, that I had ordered Johnſon's Shakeſpear (which 
is on the point of coming out) to be ſent to you : which I defire your 
acceptance of, having — for two, one for Mr. Allen, and another 
for myſelf. 

I cordially wiſh Mr. Maſon all happineſs in this t change of his con- 
dition ; indeed I called it, I believe more properly, exchange. For in 
our commerce with the world, depending on our connexions, I think 
there is but one where the gains are clear and mutual, I leave you to 
divine what connexion it is I mean. 

My taylor, I believe, is as honeft as any taylor can be tio has 
poſſeſſions in Hell, and only a precarious reverſion in Heaven. His 
name is Hall—bat that he may not make you pay cent. per cent. for. 
your letter to him, I have ſent you a frank for this man of worſhip— 
for I think he has yu. Warden of his Company ere now. 
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LETTER CLXXV.* 
Knee, ee. 31 5 1 10 5. 


I — 9 indebted to you for two very kind and amiable 
letters. ö 


Vou are in the right of it thi you a ſuſpect, Mr. Yorke inks 
to requeſt of you. I received a letter from him by this poſt, „in which 
are theſe words, It will be an eleftion unanimous. But as litile 
attentions pleaſe, I ſhall endeavour to prevail upon him, when ] have the 
pleaſure of ſceing bim, to mount timber on Sunday, as à compliment to 
them.—T believe I may be more prevalent with you than this great 
man, though ſo much your friend, when I tell you, that in the 
very ſelf ſame circumſtances, I was prevailed upon by Lord Mansfield, 
to mount timber the Sunday before the election, as @ compliment to 
them. gs this Johnſon, you 5 5 e ak much alike. — 

\ Yours, 


w. GLOUCESTER. 


* With this letter the Biſhop incloſed to me the copy of one to a friend, in which he gives 
the following account of Dr. Johnſon's edition of Shakeſpeare, juſt then publiſhed. 


c The remarks he makes in every page on my commentaries, are full of 

“ infolence and malignant reflections, which, had they not in them as much 
« folly as malignity, I ſhould have had reaſon to be offended with. As it is, 
ce I think myſelf obliged to him in thus ſetting before the public ſo many of 
ee my notes, with his remarks upon them; for though I have no great opinion 
« of that trifling part of the public, which pretends to judge of this part of li- 
ue Kae in which boys and girls decide, yet I think oy can be miſtaken 


« jn 


f 
„ L. EI TB R. CEXXVE, 
Prur- Park, November I 4, 1 765 5. 


The Belichers I am ſure will be very ready to make any improvements 
for your accommodation. Their laſt Lecturer who condeſcended to 


uſe them being an Archbiſhop. 


Mr. Yorke may be right in your not hs too OM 5 


ſermons, at firſt. | But take care not to accuſtom them to .<vorks of 
fupererogation, for as pu ritanical as they are, they N a great han- 
kering after that Popiſh doctrine. | 

All you fay about Louth's s pamphlet breathes the pureſt ſpirit of 
friendſhip. . His wit and his reaſoning, Ged Fnows, and 1 40% (as a 
certain Critic ſaid once in a matter of the like great importance), are 
.much below the qualities that deſerve thoſe names. But the ſtrangeſt 


thing of all, is this man's boldneſs in publiſhing my letters without 


my leave or knowledge. I remember ſeveral long letters paſſed 
between us. And I remember you ſaw the letters. But I have ſo 


totally forgot the contents, that I amata Joſs for the meaning of theſe 
| 1 words 


#"'E 
& ? 


* in this compariſon ; though I think their thoughts have never yet extended 
« thus far as to reflect, that to diſcover the corruption in an author's text, and 
by a happy ſagacity to reſtore it to ſenſe, is no eaſy taſk z but when the diſ- 
c covery is made, then to cavil at the conjecture, to >rapoſe « an equivalent, and 
« defend nonſenſe, by producing out of the thick darkneſs it occaſions, a weak 
« and-faint glimmering of ſenſe (which has been the buſineſs of this Editor 
« { throughout) i is the Selk, as well as  dulleſt « acl all apes efforts,” . ; 


2p a 0 
7 . "_ b * 
7 


41 Think you are quite ee to uſe your own ehen 


8 
Vn. 
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words of yours—fince they produced the defance of pages 117 and 118. 
They ſeem to relate to you; but that would increaſe the wonder ; 
for what relates to you is, I believe, the laſt thing I ſhould forget. 
In a word, you are right. —If he expected an anſwer, he will cer- 
tainly find himſelf diſappointed : though I believe I could make as 
good ſport with this Devil , à vice for the public diverſion, as ever 
was made with him, in the old Moralities —You rejoice us in the 
hopes of foon ſeeing you here. Don't you believe, that I think one 
friend like you, infinitely more than a compenſation for a thouſand 

ſuch enemies ? If you don't, yon won't do me e when * doit 

to all the a 8 beſides. 


NB. Tas my Ponte to A ine a tells me, that 
a netv edition of your Horace is gone to the preſs.—Apropos, 1 


ordered Millar to ſend a copy of my Alliance to Dr. Balguy, at 


Wincheſter. Perhaps about this time he is coming to town, or 


may be gone to Cambridge. You will inſtruct Millar where to 
ſend it. eee e | 


LETT ER CLXXVII. 


reren, Nevenber 18th, 1765. 


| I Thank you ſor che Eisen. . 
you, was 10 naturally and fincerely faid, that n ate winch 


forgot it.. | . 
But is not this. nniverkully eſteemed a dilhonourable abet %o-. - 


publiſh a man's letters without his Me: or conſent? The 
| abſurdity, 


S 


abſurdity; Wos i ie amazing to thoſe who will attend 6 
_ of this affair. We were come to a good underſtanding; and ſome - 
years afterwards he falls again upon poor Job, and in an inſulting 
manner. He fems (by what you ſay) to ſoften the meaning of 
inſanus, which, indeed, has as much latitude as our word—mad. But 
when referring to a real madman, as Harduin was, it can only be 
_ underſtood in the moſh offenſive ſenſe. But I think I ſee the reaſon 
of the publication of theſe letters; it was to ſhew how he defied me, 
and what a bigh opinion I had of him.—But he is below another 
thought. We hope nothing will prevent the performance of your 
promiſe. You will let us know when we may expect you. I am 
much offended with Millar, who lets me hear no news of what is 
become of the Alliance, when I expected it to be publiſhed ere now. 
When you ſee little Birch, pray thank him for his anſwer to my | 
letter. 


LETTER CLXXVII. 
 Priog-Panks November 28h, 176 5: 


DI BA once told. we rem dank | 

3 of the Divine Legation, that ſtuck more with candid men 
chan all the reſt Mom @ religion without a future ſlau could be worthy = 
V Ged. I promiſed him to conſider it fully. I have done ſo in an 
Appendix to the ſecond vol. now in the preſac--n0: impropet place, 
juſt on the entrance on the Jewiſh diſpenſation. Aud a long paſſage 
of Voltaire in his Dict. port. is my text. The diſcaurſb conſiſts of 

three parts. Firſt, the obje&; ns of the orthodox on this queſtion, 
| ons Nu 2 „ Second 


276] 


Second, the objection of the freethinkers. Third, the ſolution of the 
difficulty at large, on more general principles. In the firſt part, 
having uſed the expreſſion of anſiverers by profeſſion, I have added this 
note This was a title I ventured formerly to give to theſe Polamic 
Di vines; and the Dunces of that time ſaid I meant the LAwYERS. 
I lately ſpoke of the keen atmoſphere of wholeſome ſeverities; meaning 
the High-Church principle of perſecution, diſguiſed (by the profeſſors of 
it againſt Mr. Lock), under the name of whole eſome ſeverities; and 
the Dunces of this time ſay, 1 meant WINCHESTER and OxroRD. 

But I tire you and myſelf; and will refreſh us both with the. conſtant 
memory of our g Ws Oy” us Ve an wh ed n 
ever been. 35 | 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 
Avril 1766. 


I; Am indebted to you for your kind information of 
haviog got well home. Juſt when you was gone, Lord Mansfield 
ſent to your lodgings to invite you to dinner, to meet me and my Wife. 


Of politics there is neither end nor meaſure, nor ſeriſe, nor honeſty, 


o I ſhall ay nothing. I preached my Propagation ſermon, and ten ora 
dozen Biſhops dined with my Lord Mayor, a plain and (for this year 
at leaſt) a munificent man. Whether I made them wiſer than 
ordinary at Bow, I can't tell. 1 certainly made them merrier than 
ordinary at the Manſion-Honſe: where we were magnificently treated. 
4 The Lord ny told me' the Comimon-Council were much obliged 
2 = 85 . | to 


%. 


171 


to me, for that this was the firſt time he ever east them prayed for. 
I faid I conſidered them as a body who much needed the prayers of 
the Church. — But if he told me in what I abounded, I told him in 
what I thought he was defective. That I was greatly diſappointed 
to ſee no cuſtard at table. He ſaid that they had been fo ridiculed for 
their cuſtard, that none had ventured to make its appearance for many 
years. I told him I fu 2 5 that relignn and cuſtard went out of 
faſhion. together. | 

My Wife, who I need not RE you holds you i in remembrance, has 
got a mg fit of the gout, which confines her. „5 


F. K Fo. make Shad ER a buck Jets I incloſe a . n 5 ' 
poetry. You may depend on its being genuine, I deſtined it for 
Mr. Maſon. Therefore when you have done with it, and find an 
N Fs you uy ſend it to him. 2 5 


4 wy 


LETTER CLAXX. 


Privr-Parks May 1 gth, 1766. 


Ip} Hope this will find you got beck ſafe to Thurcaſton, | 
as we are to Prior-Park. I read over your additions, and they have all | 
the true mark upon them, that is, excellent. 

Thinking on what we were ſpeaking concerning the charge, 1 took 
; it to read, for having been ſo nauſeated with it by ten repetitions, I 
had thrown it by ever ſince, and I now like it again as a novelty, and 
thick to print it by Raikes, when we meet at Glouceſter. T'wo 
hundred will be ſufficient for all the clergy, a and it is e ſending 
them to the rural Deans to diperſe 


ten. 


- 278 ] 


LETTER CLEXXI, 


Privr-Pagks Fane 7%, 3766 
LEST FR DTS Hon 


NESC10 quod, certe eft quod me tibi temperat, AsTRUM, 
and makes me always think your advice the beſt. I have incloſed 
half the charge, and ſhall fend you the reſt.— As perhaps this will | 
Excite as much malice and nonſenſe againſt me, as any thing I have 
ever written, I beg you would exert your critical acumen. with all 
ſeverity, that it may be made as perfect as it may, againſt we meet, — 
Our time holds, and the very day 12 _ n g Out 
friend, 

| W. GLOUCESTER. 


nl 


Mr. HURD to the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


= 


/ 


Mr DEAR LogD, 


f I Have the favour of your gs, which aber repetita 
placet. I am aware of the obnoxious paſſages, one of which you 
have a little enlarged. Hut you have faid much the fame thing on 
other occafions, and the ſaying it again (though it will offend) can give 


no new offence. Beſides, to ſay the truth, it is not for your Lordſhip, 
at 


1 279 } 
at this time of day, to affect the fame of an inoffenſive writer; and 
one may fay of this vixen,” the public, as you tell Lord Chefterfield 
ſome body did of fortune, tat it is now foo late to think of paring ber 
nails. I find nothing to correct, or ſo little, that I ſhall reſerve my 
- puny criticiſms for our amuſement at Glouceſter. 

I ſhall keep to your day as nearly as I can. My route lies through 
Birmingham, where I ſhall ſtay ſome days with my Mother: yet I 
ſhall be with you, as I ſuppoſe, by the end of the week, that is, 
Saturday the 19th. I take for granted your Lordfhip.intends to hold 
an ordination during your reſidence, and that you will give notice of 
it in the Glouceſter Journal; but it may be e to do this, 
when you get thither. 

This bad weather is very enferocinble to the epicurean Hennen 
of my Garden: ſo J amuſe myſelf as I can within doors. I have read 
Toup's ne book. Fe is certainly able in his way; but I doubt he is 
a coxcomb. How is it, that there are ſo many coxcombs—indeed fo ” 
many, that one hardly meets with any thing elſe. I ſet out in the 
world with a vidlent prejudice in favour of ingenious men: whether 
it be wiſdom, or growing dulneſs in me, I now beat about for, and 
rarely find, a man of plain common ſenſe. I thank you for Dr. 
Balguy's Letter, which I received yeſterday, and am always, 


My Brar Lon, | NS. 
Your moſt faithful and DE 
 affeRionate Servant, 


1 . 3 R. HURD.. 
Thareaton, June 29th, 1766. 


LETTER 


r 


EL EHT ER CLAXXIIL. | > Heat. 
5 Prisr-Park, Ju Bb, 1966: 


Der Ax. no al 8 5 we ſhall be there on 
Thurſday. It goes againſt my ſtomach, not to ſay my conſcience, to 
furniſh our dear Mother-Church with ſuch a houſehold as are always 
ready to obey her call. But we will have a public invitation, though 
you, like the ſteward in the Goſpel, will be forced to ſearch the bye- 
lanes and highways for the lame god, the blind, to he of the 
| entertainment, 5 
What you ſay of Toup, is 1 008 true. But W is 0 
ſhamefully neglected by our church grandees, that I thought it uſeful 
to recommend it to their patronage wherever it was found. Wherever 
nature has ſown her coxcomb-ſeeds; whether at Court or in the 
country, they will ſpring up; and the man in the world, and the man 
out of the world, who was born with them, will be coxcombs alike, 
though coxcombs of very different ſpecies. However this maxim is 
verified in all, which I think I once laid down to you, in applying it 
to that nature never yet put one grain of n or gener ofty : 
into the compoſition of a coxcomb. | | 
I) he other day I received a letter a the Attorney- General, with 
an account of an agreeable converſation he had with you in your 
chambers and in the library ; and of the project of a dialogue he had 
for you. He is a good creature as well as a great man. And ſince Tam 
got upon my own maxims, will give you another, of which you are 
not courtier enough to adopt more than the firſt half.. In your 
commerce with the great, if you would have it turn to your 


* Lorne 54 you ſhould endeavour, when the perſon is of great 
„„ * abilities, 
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« / abilities; to make him Gatisfied with you: when he is of none, to . 
e make him ſatisfied with Bimſelf. ; | 
Pray remember me kindly to your Brother and good Mother. Tell 
her if ſhe was a Court-Lady, I would fend her my compliments in jeſt ; 


but as ſhe is a good woman, and I a Father of the Church, however: 
| e I will ſend her my being in 280 earneſt. 


F. 22 Dr. Balguy, in his letter, hind about the three volumes of 
| Swift's correſpondence lately publiſhed. I told him, that the firſt 
of the three is indeed full of curioſities ; the other two full of that 
moſt deteſtable of all nonſenſe, letters of compliments, ſtraining 


hard for wit, and ſaying trivial things in a new, that i is, in an 
unnatural | manner. | 


WM 


LETTER CLXXXIV. 


Privr-Park, September 2 34, 1766. 


Lasr Saturday poor Mrs. Allen died. As all the 
promiſe®* you made was to come if you ſhould be at Glouceſter or at 
London, and as it was almoſt impracticable to get you, but princi ipally 
not to give you the tedious and ungrateful trouble of ſo long a journey, 
we agreed it was beſt to confine ourſelves to the terms of your promiſe, 
eſpecially as we thought it would be very diſagreeable to you to leave 
TOUTE after ſo long an abſence, So that by * time you receive 
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| * To perform th b frvice at her name 3 ad xe at Mr Alles, by her | 
deſire. 7 
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have here incloſed to you. 


| = 282 ] 
this, the poor woman will be interred hol 4s not ee to BO otoLondon 


if I can avoid it, till after Chriſtmas. 


I received a few days ago a letter from Mr. Yorke b me 


with his intention of coming to P. P. the firſt or ſecond week in October, 


though the beginning of this month I wrote him word, that Mrs. 
Allen was dying. So that I was forced to excuſe our inability of re- 


ceiving him as we ought at this time, and to hope we ſhould ſee him 


in the Chriſtmas holydays. I could wiſh that then or before we might 
ſee you. Our kindeſt wiſhes attend you wherever you are. Continue 
ae your moſt affectionate 1 entire friend, | 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


— 


LETTER CLXXXV. 


Pri- Part, Oktober ob, 1766. 


_ DEAREST FRIEND» 75 


55 


W Har you prodife of poor Browne,* Hog hear is 


come to-paſs. = 
All the intelligence t that I and Dr. eg have had . the © matter, 1 


I did him hurt in bringing him out into the world, ack hs rev 10 | 1 


me e wt Niete words would Bs now _ ee ge 9 but not 


more 


5 . Dr. "Jobs aq whoſe ul caſe is hos 2 at, 1 been eee mentioned 
in theſe letters. He was the ſon of a clergyman in Cumberland, educated at St. John's College, 
in Cambridge, and afterwards preferred to a ſmall living (Eazonby, I think) near Carliſle. 


He had applied himſelf to poetry, and compoſed as Efay en Satire (which he publiſhed), 


ocenfioned by the death of Mr. Fees This 24 made him known to nes Warburton, who intro- 
duced 


„ 


dies oſt nn thoſe which I have conveyed to him by way of vice 
- from time to time. The ring mentioned in his Executor's letter, I 


ſappoſe, is one I gave him, with Mr. e s head. Dontinue to 006 


aan . r me ever ee 
DEPP 1 W. Kopckerks 


5 E T T E R CLAXXVI. | 


a =  Prior-Park, November 6th, 1766 


time and place are broken by your change of the ſcene, yet the unity of 
action (as I am ſure i it WI}, will be hi 255 entire Sap 946 a your 


drama of life. 
I make amends for your abſence by converſing with your e 


And could you read mine with as much pleaſure, as I know you do with 
1 partiality, it would be ſome compenſation to us both for the 


ed him to many of his friends, and among the reſt to Mr C. Yorke ; by whoſe means. he 
or the Lord Viſcount Royſton the Rectory of Horkſley, near Colcheſter, worth near 
Hear. This living he ſoon after left, on a quarrel with his Patron's family, and accepted 
the vicarage of Newcaſtle, from the Biſhop of Gare (Dr. e whoſe chaplain 
he was. 
He is known, © asa WE writer, 6 many ingenious — 5 ; the chief of which is, ET 0:2 


the C baraFeriſtics of Lord Shafteſbury. 7 
He was a man of honour and probity : but his jenes r too EY at the mercy of a 


| ſuſpicious temper, betrayed him, on ſome occaſions, into a conduct, which looked like unſteadi- 
- neſs, and even ingratitude towards his beſt friends. But, whatever there was, or ſeerged to be 


of this complexion in his life or writings, muſt be imputed to 8 * conſtitational diſorder, 
which ended fo fatally, H. 


J Have your kind letter of the zd. It rejoices me to 
„ that you are in good health; and that, though the unities of 


Oo 55 , Sy 


| [ 284 1 
diſtance into which, that drunken whore of Babylon, Fortune, has 
thrown us. Yet, as profuſe as ſhe is to thoſe whom ſhe has in keeping, 

I will fay with Tully and with you,—non ita aut adulatus aut abs 
fortunam ſum alterius, ut me meæ pœniteret. 
"WS Cadel did write to me about the ring and packet, _ [ have given 
directions. Perhaps, if you be not too lazy, you might give me ſome 
better account, than I have hi therto had, of the laſt ſcenes of this. 
unhappy man. EE | 
I am glad you get ſo much time with our ron ml ie Bind, | 
for both your ſakes. You are formed by nature for his boſom ; your 
| gentleneſs wins, where my roughneſs, I believe, revolts ; and it would 
, | be a fincere pleaſure to me to ſee you firſt in his confidence. I am glad 
he talks of ſeeing us at Chriſtmas : and my Wife charges me to ſay, 
both for herſelf and me, that we ſhall be doubly happy in having yon 
both together here at that time, if it be not too great an inconvenience 
to you. | | 
I have been juſt writing my will; and Antichriſt, who 5 been long 
at the head of all miſchief, being at the tail of this, it came into my 
head to give him the firſt ſtroke, and to foreſtal my preachers. I am 
preparing a ſermon, at his and Millar's expence, for the preſs. And 
then I ſhall have but one more to ſtand before my charge, and that will 
be, on the reſurrettion :—if I can get two Lincoln's-Inn ſermons on 
the ſubje&t to cotton well together. 
Dr. Balguy dined with us yeſterday ;. and to day leaves Bath for 
Wincheſter, in good health. He propoſes to viſit Cambridge the date 
end of next month, and propoſes to ſtay there till he hears of 
return to London, after Chriſtmas. | . 
I am glad to hear our friend's. Wife is in fo tolerable a ſtate as to need 
nothing but a good phyſician and a London journey. Dr. Balguy 
ſpeaks highly of her beauty and her taciturnity. My Wife ſays the 
topics of his encomium are ill coupled, I fay no: and the 7 oa 
in her remark. convrms me in my 1 | 


, 


4 


: Pray. 
VF 
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Pray make my oom oliments to the Bench, and tell them they do me 


a deal of honour in placing my arms (now indeed 
Clypet inſigne decorum ). | 


amongſt their heros of old; and were it not in the neighbourhood of 
ſome; others of more modern _ my Saracen's bead* would bluſh 
for me. 

Ralph is as good, though not ſo learned, „ as you could wiſh. 
He is now going upon Eraſmus's Dialogues; a book long out of 
faſhion, which yet I have recommended to. Mr. Graves, as a guard 
againſt too much poetry within doors, and ſuperſtition, without. But 
apropos of Mr. Graves. My Wife has let him the great houſe at 
Claverton, for which he gives £60. a year: and the great gallery- 
library is turned into a dormitory : 0 chat where literature n 
ends, it here begins. 


Pray thank Dr. Roſs for his hoſpitality t to me, when 1 was at Frome, | 


about fix weeks ago. If any thing in the public, or about the public, 


happens extraordinary on the opening the ſeſſions, make an fort, 


which is not eaſy for you to do, for it is in ſinking, to acquaint me with 
what you hear of the paltry intrigues of courts and parliaments. 


But above all, continue to love me, and to believe that I am ever, &c. 


* 


Thel creſt of che Biſhop's Arms. E 
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LETTER CLXXXVII. 
Prior- Part, November 15th, 1766. 


11 Have your kind letter of the 11th. 
As to Rouſſeau, 1 entirely agree with you, that his long letter to His 
brother philoſopher, Hume, ſhews him to be a frank lunatic. His 
paſſion of tears—his ſuſpicion of his friends in the midſt of their 
ſervices and his incapacity of being ſet right, all conſign him to 
Monro. You give the true cauſe too, of this exceſs of frenzy, 
which breaks out on all occaſions, the honeſt neglect of our country- 


men, in their tribute to his importance. For all that Hume ſays f 


him on this head ſeems to be the truth; and as it is a truth eaſily diſ- 
coverable from his writings, his patron could have but one motive in 
bringing him over (for "Hi was under the protection of Lord Mareſhal), 
and that was,  cheriſhing a man' Re Ie were as | miſchioyous 
to ſociety as his own. _ a 
' Walpole's pleaſantry upon him, had 5 ng i in its very 3 
It was written when the poor man had determined to ſeek an aſylum 
in England: and is therefore juſtly and generouſly condemned by 
D'Alembert. This conſidered, Hume failed both in honour and friend- 


ſhip not to ſhew his diſlike : which negle& ſeems to have kindled the * 


firſt ſpark of combuſtion in this madman's brain. The merits of the 
two philoſophers are ſoon adjuſted. There is aq; immenſe diſtance f 

between their natural genius; none at all, in their exceſſigę vanity ; 
and much again in their good faith. Rouſſeau's warmth has ade him 
act the madman in his philoſophic enquiries, ſo that he oft ſaw not the 


8 miſchief which he did: Hume's coldneſs made him not only ſee but 


rejoice in his. But it is neither parts nor logic that has made either 


Of 


T 257 * 
of them philoſophers, but infidelity only. For which, to be ſure they 


equally deſerve a PENSIon.—Had the givers conſidered the difference 


between what became them to do in charity, by way of protection, 


and what became them to do as a reward, by way of pen/ion, they 
never had been reduced to the low and ignoble expedient of having 
what they did, keptafecret. However the conteftation is very amuſing. 
And I ſhall be very ſorry if it ſtops now it is in ſo good a train. 1 
ſhould be well pleaſed, particularly to ſee ſo ſeraphic a madman attack 


ſo inſufferable a coxcomb, as e and 1 ak they, are | only fit 
for one another. 


J could not but laugh at your arcknels, "In in Wbt VE 8 about 


Antichriſt. You may think perhaps, and not amiſs, that a diſcourſe 
on the great whore, like that on the little one in Terence, can be, at 
bett, but teaching the ſpiritual inamarato, cum ratione inſanire ; ; but 
this may be ſomething: and not ſo uſeleſs as Parmeno thought it ;— 


for the madneſs, conſult the propues Whiſton, and or the reaſon, the 


interpreter, Mede. 


The Dormitory i is already filed; but what inf; pirations, as a [= 


it may give to the forty little fleepers therein, muſt be left to time, 
which reveals all things. | 


As to news, when you ſend me any, I had rather you would con- 


fider yourſelf as my purveyor than my intelligencer.. It is a kind of 
_ daily-bread one can hardly do without; eaten to-day with appetite,. 
and gone, one does not care where, to-morrow. I am a great reader of. 


hiſtory ; but a. greater ſtill of profeſſed. romances.. So that you ſee 
nothing comes amiſs to a man who conſults his W more than his 
digeſtion. - 

I ſuppoſe you bail got our friends, Mr. and Mrs. Maſon, to town. 
I wiſh ſhe may receive all the benefit they propoſe and hope. 


. 
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LETTER CLAXXVIIL 
Prior-Park, December 24th, I 766. 


oj Have your kind letter of the 18th. I make no doubt 
but you will give us good lights in the ſubject you mention—from 
what has been ſaid of the way of information by action. | 

I believe I never told you that Needham's book of Chineſe Cha- 
| racters' being derived from Egyptian, has been ſent to China, and the 
following account has been returned, that the Mandarins have been 
ſhewn the characters on the pretended Egyptian ſtatue, and they can 
make nothing of them: that they laugh at Needham's fancy of their 
borrowing their characters from Egyptians, and confirm all 1 ſay on 
the ſubject.— This Dr. Markham informed me of. | 

The remonſtrants in Rotterdam have tranſlated my book of Grace, 

and hearing of your Defence againſt Leland, they have wrote to me 
to defire me to ſend it to them to tranſlate — they are over run with 
met bodiſts amongſt the anti- remonſtrants. 

Millar is here, and he ſaid you once had a purpoſe, or befitated at 
leaſt, whether you ſhould not paſs the Chriſtmas with us. This 

chagrins me, and angers your friend, as if I had not properly preſſed 
you. I was afraid of diſtrefling you, —You have deprived Mr. Yorke 
(whom I expect this mr and me or much pleaſure. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


Prisr-Park January 3d, 1767: | 


Mx Yorke, 1 who has 28 the holydays with me, has 
juſt now leſt me, to return to the Bar; when nature, virtue, and ſupe- 
rior ſcience, in any age but this, would have conducted their favourite 

pupil to the Bench. | 
My motions are ace 55 ali but my friends; I e 
you, I do not propoſe to go to town Ur the end of one; or be- 


ginning of February. 


To you the compliment of 4 3 new 5 is a buch. TR virtues E | 
will provide that for yourſelf, whether the year prove ſtormy or ſerene; 


whether the people continue turbulent in ſcarcity, -or become wane 
tonly difſolved in plenty: for riotous or luxurious they will ever. "be 
while they have liberty, which they cannot enjoy without abuſe. 

But it is time to have done. I am . into che 9 diſeaſe 
of the times,— Politics, 8 


LE TTER CXC. 


„ 48 5 | rann. 1767. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


1 K you to be a wie man; but not fo wiſe as 1 find 


you: and therefore two or three days ago I wrote you a letter, directed 
to your chambers in Lincoln's-Inn ; which I ſuppoſe they will. ſend 
: you. Fo N done W right in delegating Lincoln's-Inn, this 
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term, to your affiſtant. Millar * juſt left me, pa I have ordered 
him to write to e to ſend you a copy of the e into 
| Leiceſterſhire. . 
I ſhall put off my journey to Glouceſter, Fo viſitation, to ſuit your 
| leiſure. I am now thinking more ſeriouſly of my laſt vol. of the Divine 
- Legation, and my mornings at preſent are amuſed with it. I have 
| given a key to ſome material things in it, in one of theſe ſermons ; 
and ſome diſſertations in others, that will be reſumed when I publich 
(if T live to publiſh it) the laſt vol. of that work. In the mean time, 
nothing can do me more honour than what you 10 of your ſer- 
monizing. 
With regard to che many Harmonies—T have uſed none, nor read 
any, but I imagine that Le Clerc's and Toinard's muſt be he beſt ; 
W - the laſt of which Mr. Locke ſpeaks highly of. 
As to our friend Balguy, I not long fince received a letter "To him 
from Cambridge, where he propoſed to ſpend the Chriſtmas with his 
friend, the Maſter of St. John's. From whence, when he heard that 
you was come to town, he intended to go up, and ſpend the reſt of 
the winter there on a trial; ſo that if it agreed with him, he would 
ſpend every winter there. He mentioned nothing of the · ſtate of his 
1 health, further than what he had told me at Bath, at the latter end of 
: the year, that he was of late, afflicted with an aſthma, and that the air 
'at Wan was too r for him. 


P. 8. In applauding your wiſdom, I forgot all my ſelfiſhneſs. But 8 
where a whole letter is free from it, it may be allowed to appear 


in z poſtſcript. Your abſence will be a great mortification, as s well 
as loſs to us both. | LS RS 
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LETTER cxcl. 


| 7 Grofoener-Square, February 20th, 176 


= Have your kind letter of the 6th. And your _ 
of me is more delicious to me than that of courts. 
Lord Mansfield called on me as ſoon as I came to town. The De- 


dication was received, as you ſuppoſed it would be. 


1 brought, as uſual, a bad cold with me to town; and this being 


the firſt day I ventured out of doors, it was employed, as in duty bound, 

at Court, it being a levee-day.— A buffoon Lord in waiting (you may 
gueſs whom I mean) was very buſy marfhalling the circle, and he ſaid 
to me, without ceremony, move forward, you clog up the door- 
way.” I replied, with as little, did nobody clog up the King's door-ftead 


_ more than I. there wauls: de rm for all bunt man, n 


man to himſelf. 
When the King came-up-to me, he aſked why e 00 
town before ? I faid, I underſtood there was no buſineſs going forward 


in the Houſe, in which I could be cf ſervice to his Majeſty. He 


replied, he fappoſed the ſevere ſtorm of ſnow would have brought 
me up. I replied, I was under cover of a very warm houſe. | 
You ſee by all this, how unfit I am for Courts. 80 let us leave 

them, | | | | | | | 


wife extremely lean. Indeed in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption. I 
enquired of her heatth. He faid ſhe was ſomething better : and that, 


I ſuppoſe, encouraged him to come out. But Dr. Balguy tells me, 


that Heberden ſays ſhe is irretrievably gone; and has touched upon it 
to him, and ought to do it to her.— Where the terror of ſuch a 
| EPs ſentence, 


PR 


Dr. Balguy is in town, and laments your abſence. Mr. Maſon 
called on me the other day. He is grown extremely fat, and his 
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Ente may impede the Dr. s endeavours to ſave, the pronguncing 

it would be very indiſcreet. But in a conſumption confirmed, it is a 

work of charity, as the patient is always ara with ME to the 
very laſt breath. 

Public matters grow worſe and 88 When they are at the worſt 
they will mend themſelves ; if (as is the faſhionable ſyſtem) things 
are left to the care of matter and motion. Motion certainly does its 
part ; if there be any failure it will be in 73 iſh matter. 

And now, as you ſay, let us come to bufineſs. It is ſad that you 
| and I ſhould have no better (as, honeſt 1 fays | in the 2 

| Curate 7 | | To 
« Than! ringing la to a rout of dunces. ”_ 


I propoſe to have my viſitation between hay,” 24 corn n harveſt. But 
my officers are ſo ignorant of this proper vacancy, that I doubt we 
muſt have recourſe to your Brother to acquaint us with the preciſe 
interval. I have fixed on this as moſt commodious to you. For 1 
ſuppoſe hay harveſt will not be quite ended in Glouceſterſhire by the 


\. 8thof July. 


TI could not but ſmile at your putting in a caveat t 0 ks againſt 
our aſking you to return with us to Prior-Park. My wife is well, and 
always yours. I have left half my ſoul at Claverton, in good health, 
and in ſuch diſpoſitions as I could-with. When any thing befals me; 
I not only expect you ſhould be a Father to him, but ſuch a F ather 


'as he ſhall have loſt. 


5 My DEAREST FRIEND, 


ever r yours, 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


© LETTER 


l 293. ]. 


LETTER CXCIIL 


| Grofoener-Spure March 1 19h 1 767- 


Aran: turning _ e the time of viſitation 


| with the parties concerned much in. our thoughts,. we could fix upon. 


none commodious but to begin it at Sodbury, Monday the 1 5th of 


June, and fo go through as uſual. I hope this will not diſaccommo- 


date you, for you may make an ample compenſation for Trinity-term, 


by coming to town a Sunday or two earlier than you intended, and 
giving the Benchers a ſermon on Eaſter-day and Whitſun-day. 


J thank you kindly for your. affectionate letter of the 4th, and | 


the tender ſentiments it conveys. 
I forgot to tell you, that when I came to town, Lord Mansfield 
had ſent to your chambers, to invite you to dinner, as he told me. 


He has got ſo entire a conqueſt over his antagoniſts, that his glory is 


at the higheſt. And the Houſe of Lords would not go on to try their 
appeals, till he could attend after the ſittings at Guild-Hall. 


LETTER cxclll. 


* 


755 | Grofoener-Square, March 31/t, ge. 


It Have your kind letter of. the 28th. The civilities you 


receive from Lincoln's-Inn, make you too ſolicitous for their ſatis- 


faction. I believe I gueſs at your fide wind. Some of your female 


audience are much taken with you; and, you know ſuch are never 


ts 
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for ſparing the body or the brains of their favourites. This falls hard 
upon your poor afliſtant ; and it is your fault, who ſhould have con- 
trived to pleaſe leſs. But I deſired this fide wind to ſay nothing of 
this to you, and he ſaid he would not. I knew your delicacy and 

complaiſance in this matter, and I faw no reaſon __ ſhould be 
expended to ſo little purpoſe. 

- If really your affiftant can give no ſatisfaction to reaſonable 3 
I would have you remove him; - ſo much you owe to a ſociety which 
rates you fo highly; but not till you be wel affured of one who will 
pleaſe better. Then you may contrive to do it without offence to the 
preſent man. But this affair will keep cold. — 

If you preach at Lincoln's-Inn from Eafter Sunday to Whitfunday 
p, a 48 will make ample recompence for Trinity-term. But 
you ſhall be abfolute maſter of your own determinations in this 
matter. 

e ther wo l ae you 0 ſoon in-town. ba 
of various kinds to entertain you with: but nothing ſo pleaſing to me, 
as a tete a tete with Lord and Lady Mansfield the other day.— Speaking 
of you, he faid, Mr. H. is a great favourite of my Lady's; the re- 
plied, it was very true, and on that, mentioned your manners and your 
parts in the moſt advantageous terms; he joined with her, and then 
ſpoke of your advancement in the Church, as a thing he moſt wiſhed. 
So that for the future 885 muſt not only call him my friend, but your's 
| likewiſe. OY 93 | 

I had not ſeen poor Mafon of ſome time; and this morning I ſaw in 
the papers, that his wife is juft now dead, at the Hot-Wells, at Briſtol. 
There was no hopes of her for ſome time; ſo that the ſtroke not 
being ſudden, will 1 hope be the. leſs TO 6 after the firſt 

: ene of the ſhock. 


2 S. When Mr. Vocke was with me at P. P. in our miſcellaneous 
| converſations, he mentioned to me n what 1 ſhould do), the col- 
"_ ” 


F AS we 


courſe of many years, and putting them in order in a book. I 
have gone ſo far into the project, as to collect together what I could 
' find of the moſt conſiderable; it will coſt me more time, to put 
them in order of time. I could have wiſhed for ſome of my 
anſwers, which would have made ſome of them more intelligible: 


but as I never took any copies, but where I was afraid of never 


ſentations, theſe were exvxmely. rare. 


LETTER CXCIV. 


Mr. HURD t the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


A 

5 
3 

N 


e Loxp, 


I Would not ſet out from kw, without ſending one 


word before me to thank you for your laſt kind letter, and to tell you 


that I hope to dine WR your Lordſhip, and _ . on 
| Earns Sunday. 


I had not my nia from the quarter you oppoſe, which 


makes me believe there may be the more in it. 


Your Lordſhip takes me for a philoſopher, or you would not have | 
tempted my vanity, by letting me know what L. and L. M. do me 


the honour to fay of me. 
I moſt heartily approve Mr. Yorke's Popo about the W e 


dence. A man of eminence owes it to himſelf, to Put together all | 


ſuch letters and papers, as he would with to have Preſerved, and to 
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deſtroy the reſt. T here is otherwiſe no ſecurity . the folly 
or indiſcretion of thoſe, into whoſe hands they may afterwards come: 
as we ſee, juſt now, in the caſe of Swift. You cannot interpoſe too 
many of your own letters, which will make the moſt valuable part 
of the collection. But more of this, by your fire-fide at G. S. | 
your moſt affeQtionate 
humble ſervant, 
*.* HURD. 


Thurcafton, April 11th, 1767 


SLETTER cc. 


Mr. HURD to the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


My DzAR LoRD, 
I I ria FRY at Eine to rocllact; my 3 or 
rather your kind e to me, to write one word n this 5 
place. 1 
The good old woman your Landdip fs oft enquires . is ſur- | 
; N well. Her decay is ſo gradual, that I ſcarcely perceive any 
| Alteration in her health or ſpirits, ſince I faw her about this time laſt 
year. She is very thankful ke yore obliging —— her, and 
5 more for your operas Ld: | DT 
1 ſoppoe 


955 5 
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I ſuppoſe this day will bring your ſcattered Emy together. If 
the weather has been no better in the Weſt, than it has been here, 
Mrs. Warburton and her fellow travellers would loſe much of the 
amuſement they propoſed to themſelves in returning by Mr. Hoare's. 
However I hope they are returned to you ſafe and well, and then they 

may ſee finer things at Prior-Park, than they left behind them. 
Your Lordſhip is now withdrawn from the indolent labours of 
Glouceſter to your ſtrenuous occupations at Prior-Park ; and chiefly to 
the proſecution of your — Sons Plan, en as Horace ſaid of another 
important work, e 


Aus negle@tumn, Pueris faite nocebit, 


I mean, the riſing generation and the future; ; for as to 8 grown. 
gentlemen of the preſent age, they muſt be left, I believe, to their 
own devices. 
Among my other 1 defects, one is, that I can never 5 5 any 
but at home: and even there, I do ſo little, that a good ac- 
coũntant would be apt to reckon it for nothing. But if it be only 
for amuſement, I ſhall there reſume my old taſk of ſermonizing for 
Lincoln's-Inn. The beſt part of my courſe, will be an illuſtration of 
ſome difficult and obnoxious parts of the Goſ pel hiſtory : for I agree 
with your Lordſhip, that the internal evidence, if one is fo happy as 
to bring any of it out, adds much to the weight and ſplendour of the 
external. You ſee how magnificently 1 talk of my pulpit eſſays: but 
without a little ſelf-flattery, how ſhould | one have the reſolution, in 
ſuch a time as this, to attempt any thing? 
Adieu, my dear Lord, and believe me I the faithful and 
devoted ſervant of you „and yours, | 


1 R. HURD. 
Birmingham, Saturday, Fuly 18th, 1767. 


I LETTER 


1 


LETTER CXCVI. 
Prior-Park, July 28th, 1767. 
My prar Mu. ARCHDEACON, 


For ſuch the 0 papers (which mention , with 
one conſent, the death of Dr. Geekee) invite me to call you : though 
| Pearſon's filence I can account for by nothing but by his being abſent 

from London, or fick. However a poſt or two, I ſuppoſe, will free 
me from all uncertainty, and make me happy in giving every public 
teſtimony of my love to the beſt of friends. 
Foup has ſent me his Epiſtola Critica, addreſſed to me. ; will 
be pleaſed with his conclufion.—Atque hic finem facio Epiſtole N- 
lixiori: in qua ſiquid, currente rota, inconfulte aut intemperanter 
nimis, qui mos noſtrorum hominum eſt, in Bentleium noſtrum dixi, 
id omne pro indicto velim: Bentleium inquam, Britanniæ noſtra decus 
immortale: a cujus præceptis, fi quid in Græcis video, me plus pre- 

feciſſe quam ab omnibus omnium ætatum Criticis, gratus agnoſco: _ 
nemo —_— jolly pete nemo non laudet, nit Momus. 


* 
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LETTER CXCVIL 


Prur- Park cup 6th, 1 76: 


1 Thank you PF two e nee 1 uur om laſt. 
This morning I received the incloſed from Pearſon. 

You will fee it is of unavoidable neceſſity that you ſhould ſet out 
immediately for Prior-Park, for I would not make fo it a prefent 
to my friend as of a diſputable title. —I am impatient (as I have told 
Pearſon) to have the good Archdeacon ſecured againſt the accidents of 

mortality, as well as againſt the chicane of /aw; for, firſt or laſt, 
every thing comes within the jaws of thoſe two monſters : and all 
the favours ſhewn to the beſt, is to be laſt ſwallowed. My Wife bids 
me tell you, ſhe was never ſo well reconciled to the /aw as ſinoe now 

* ſhe underſtands it will force you to Prior-Park. | 


(LETTER. Cxovin. 


bree ren, Nevonbe 1 oth, I 767 . 


1 We your kan Haile ihe 4a.” tos 
I have. not ſeen the Dean ſince his return; and hope I ſhall not 
- tilt the ebullitionof his German ferment be well over: nor am 1 likely, - 
for this is the month in which the Dean and Chapter divide the ſpoil ; 
for money makes all on bade, as greaſe Foun: 15 Wa in 
heady 2 4 | | | | 
a: 2 „ L agree 


E 1 . 

J agree with you as to the ſtate of the inferior Clergy. The 
Church enriched them, and forbade them to marry: the ſtate im- 
poveriſhed them, and gave them wives to complete their kindneſs. 


| You are juſtly puniſhed for your curioſity, that, when would 
not ſatisfy you, you muſt needs read Gregory the Great, ie of 
the Temple. You may well be diſguſted with what you have fo long 
had, without ſeeking, the character of an eminent Preacher : when of 
the two roads that lead to it, you took the round-about way of reaſon 
and eloquence, inſtead of that ſhorter and more dire& ; found out 
by thoſe who only follow their noſes and open their throats, - -without 
truſting to their « own ſenſe, | but t to the v want of it in all beſides. 


LETTER oxclx. 


Prior-Park, Noventer ] 86h, I 1767. 


2 MAC E nova virtute tua! I . in fancy, 
cruſted over, as you are, and ſhining under a tranſparent varniſh of 
the richeſt antiquarian duſt. We are both worſhippers and inamoratos 
of this MorHER Of THE Gops, Antiguity; but to the profane, 
we hide ourſelves in myſtery, and go inviſible, like the German Roſi- 
crucians. Seriouſly, my friend, let us finiſh this good work * in 
honour of Lincoln's-Inn. At preſent I ſuppoſe it is but a ſkeleton, or 

a collection of dry bones, like thoſe. of our deceaſed Brethren of 
laborious memory ; ; but you will give it the Promethian fire, at your 
leiſure.— Let Gataker, with his confutation o * the loud lies 265 u 
never be forgot. when pou ſpeak of him. 


»An account- of the Privchets of Lincoln lan kaſtily ſketched out for my amuſement, 
bur never -finiſhed, E. 
| When 


„ 

When you ſee Dr. Heberden, pray communicate to him an un- 
expected honour I have lately received. The other day, word was 
brought me from below, that one Sir W. Brown ſent up his name; 
and ſhauld be glad to kiſs my hand. I judged it to be the famous 
_ phyſician, whom I had never ſeen, nor had the honour to know. 
When I came down into the drawing-room, I was accoſted by a little, 
round, well-fed gentleman, with a large muff in-one hand, a ſmall 
Horace, open, in the other, and a ſpying glaſs dangling in a black - 
ribbon at his button. After the firſt ſalutation, he informed me that 
his viſit was indeed to me; but principally, and in the firſt place to 
Prior-Park, which had fo inviting a proſpect from below; and he did 
not doubt but, on examination, it would ſufficiently repay the trouble 
he had given himſelf of coming up to it, on foot. We then took 
our chairs, and the firſt thing he did or ſaid, was to propoſe a doubt 
to me concerning a paſſage in Horace, which all this time he had ſtill 
open in his hand. Before I could anſwer, he gave me the ſolution of 
this long miſunderſtood paſſage: and, in ſupport of his explanation, 
had the charity to repeat his own paraphraſe of it, in Engliſh verſe, 
juſt come hot, as he ſaid, from the brain. When this and chocolate 
were over, having ſeen all he wanted, of me, he defired to ſee ſome- 
thing more of the ſeat: and particularly what he called the aanument, 
by which 1 underſtood him to mean, the Prior's tower, with your in- 
| ſcription. Accordingly I ordered a ſervant toattend him thither; and, 
when he had fatisfied his curioſity, either to let him out from the park 
above into the down, or from the garden below into the road. Which 
he choſe, I never aſked, and fo this honourable viſit ended. Hereby 
you will underſtand that the deſign of all this, was to be admired. 
And, indeed, he had my admiration to the full; but for nothing ſo 
much, as for his being able, at paſt eighty, to perform this expedition 
on foot, in no good weather, and with all the alacrity of a boy, both 
in body and mind. | 
The malady amongſt the horſes is now fo ne that the Miniſtry 
| will find it difficult to get up their 4//ant members. In this diſtreſs 
ER, WO at. iow 


- 
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they may apply, as they have always dane, to the aſſiſtance of aſſes. 
You who are wont to laugh at human diſtreſſes, when occaſioned by 
vice or folly, ſhould you not burſt your ſides on ſeeing a Corniſh or a 

Scotch member, impatiently dragging himſelf through all incum- 

brances, in a poſt chaiſe, with a cortege of four or fix affes ? 

Before the Seffions be over, I will lay my life, you will ſee greater 

and more ridiculous diſtreſſes. But what is this to you, who have the 
force and {kill 

be munita tenere 

« Edita n ſapientum PEE ſerena ; 


44 e unde queas alios paſſimque 4 
Errare atque viam e e vitæ. 


My a ſhoulder has ſubmitted for a time, PEER to a . 
deal of phyſical diſcipline. I have at preſent a kind of inflammation 
inmy left eye; I ſuppoſe from a cold, and have as many ien 

propoſed as viſitors. 

Vou know you are an oracle to my wiſe, _ ſomething more to me. 
But ſhe ſays you are as ſhort, and ſometimes as obſcure, as ſhe has 
been told the oracles of old were, whenever you ſpeak of news or of 

_ Chit chat, or of any thing within her compaſs; witneſs, ſhe ſays, the 
three ar four words you barely afforded for your dinner, with our 
friends in B. S. And as a further inſtance of your abſence in fuch 

like articles, ſhe obſerves you have put G. 8. for B. S. which how- 

ever, when ſhe cools, ſhe turiis to a compliment on herſelf, as in 

G. S. was s fironger 3 on . than B. 8 8. 


L 393. 1 


LETTER CC. 


Prior-Park, December 10th, 1767. 8 : 


Your conviBtion always convinces me. I had a ii 1 
preface to the collection, which may ſerve for ſome other occaſion: 5 1 1 
in which I take notice how our philoſophers had of late ſhifted their 1979 
ground, and removed into more faſhionable quarters. They had long „ [bt 
intrenched themſelves in, and attacked us from, the faſtneſſes of 3 1 | 
philoſophy and theology; in which their dulneſs had fo far got the b 


upper hand of their impiety, that they had tired out even their allies, | 
the great; to whom, beſides, philoſophy was too crabbed, and theo- 
logy too unconcerning. Their learning lay in hiſtory, extracts of 
which under the names of ſummaries, and general biſtories are the moſt 
entertaining, as well as moſt efficacious” vehicle of impiety: for the 
miſeries and diſorders of human life, ſeen in their utmoft malignity in 
civil tranſactions, aid theſe philoſophers in ſupplying thoſe prejudices 
againſt revelation, which their malice long fought, and their reaſonings 
much wanted. Their readers had heatd that the Founder of Chriſti- 
anity promiſed: peace on earth, and good=wwill to mankind ; and they faw 
the ſame train of miſeries triumphant, after as before the publibation 
of the faith. And'divines of all denominations preaching this reform 
of morals as the great end of Chriſtianity, and they ſeeing this end 
not obtained, they became an eaſy prey to theſe philoſophical biſtorians- 
Had divines taught them the true and proper and peculiar end of this 
revehtion, they would then have feen that aniverſal bjfory afforded 
; a nag acer Ons in favour of eine and dr ber 


* Of 8 on Voltaire's 3 aud 3 cenſures of the 2 law and hiſtory. 
The Biſhop had gone ſome way in methodizing thoſe obſervations for PR view, bot was pre- 
i 3 by . 8e LTE. p. 123, 124. . 


1 


8 had beck the very worſt vehicle for theſe public poiſoners, &c. 
But they received many other advantages in thus changing the method 
of their attack, ſuch as, &c. &c. But I am tired, and ſhall tire 
My DEAREST FRIEND, 
ever yours, 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER CCI. 
| 8 INCE you left us, I have had a. violent return of my 
diſorder, not likely to be removed without the aſſiſtance of Dr. 
Charlton, which I have had for ſome days. We hope we have con- 
quered it; but it has left us both in ſome doubt whether it was the 
ſtone or gravel, or an attack of that epidemic diſorder which, here, 
ſpares nobody, and appears in all kind of ſhapes. It has left me, as 


it does others, very low-ſpirited, which I bear 121 I do all the other 


evils of life) as well as I can. 

I agree to every thing in Mr. Yorke's kind kw: ; and fo, by this 

poſt, I have wrote him word, and deſire that every thing may be ex- 

pedited and completed, juſt as he and you ſhall conclude on. Re- 

2 member me kindly to our friend, your brother Archdeacon. | He is a 
rake, when compared to ſuch a prude as you are. For your virtues, 

| you ſhould be always yoked together in friengſhip ; juſt as, for their 
fins, thoſe two characters generally are in matrimony. 


7 P. §. I had almoſt forgot to tell you that Lord Littleton has wrote me 

a very poltte letter, informing me that he has ſent me his Hiſtory 

by the Bath Coaches . | 
„ LETTER 
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"LETTER CCIL 
Prisr-Park, F ebruary 24th, I 768 . 


1. Am . to de by yours of the 19th, that 

Thurcaſton promiſes to ſet you right in your health. 

Il do intend to write to the two chiefs in a little time. Inſtead of 
£400. I have deſtined F 500. for this buſineſs ; thinking on reflection 
that £400. would be too ſcanty for the purpoſe. The L500. being 
in 4 per cent. annuities, will always bear that intereſt. The courſe 
four years, if three ſermons a year; or three years, if four ſermons, 
So much for that matter at prefent. 1 hope that not only my lecture, 
but yourſelf, will be benefited, in reputation at leaſt, by its com- 
mencing with you. Nor will you be hurried, for at ſooneſt it will 
not begin, till after the next long vacation, or with the new year. 
You talk (and well), of your golden age of fiudy, long paſt. For 
myſelf, I can only ſay, I have the ſame appetite for knowledge and 
learned converſe, I ever had: though not the fame appetite for writing 
and printing. It is time to begin to live for myſelf; I have lived for 
others longer than they have deſerved of me. I have had from Dr. 
Balguy, a curious letter of what paſt in the Houſe of Commons, on 
Sir G. Saville's motion for bringing in his bill for limiting the rights of 
the Crown, by preſcription. He was ſupported admirably well by our 
friend, who mentioning the cafe of the P. of Portland (indeed the 
occaſion of the motion), was anſwered, as to that point, by Norton, 
with a challenge to debate it then or elfe where and, in a manner, 
according to his wont, a little brutally, though of the ſame ſide, as to 
the main queſtion of ſubjecting the Crown to the preſcriptive laws of 
ſociety. The truth was, that Norton, when Attorney-General, had 
approved of and adviſed the court meaſure againſt the D. of Portland. 
The oppoſition loſt the era but by a ſmall majority of 2 34 


l 2 d 
Rr | Two 


( 396 ] 

Two or three poſts ago I received a letter from Mr. Yorke, in 
which are theſe words. Mr. Hurd is retiring to his hermitage, till 
« Eaſter Term : Mrs. Yorke is become an attentive and admiring 
« hearer of him. Her good works muſt ſupply my defects — As | 
yours now ſupply 1 mine in that place. 


- 4 
—_— F 
l . — * 
5 4 > 


P f 706 run: kai. March, 4 3768. 


e Db; not 1 ous wad. aliens.” that a. bern imagination 
| guided your pen in the beginning of your letter of the 26th, you 

would make me very unhappy. But I conſider this month and this 
ſeaſon as the moſt unfriendly to the health of mind and body, of any 
throughout the whole year. But do not. deprive me of all comfort, 
when public matters ſeem to be grown deſperate, and Government is 
diſſolving apace. I always thought Wilkes, poſſeſſed by a diabolical 
ſpirit, but now a legion of them have poſſeſſed the people. The wiſe | 
counſellors of Pharaoh are become fookſh. Either they have loſt all ſenſe 


pf right and wrong, or have no power to make a ſeparation. between 


them, and aſſign to each its due. Things are now oome to a criſis, 

and perhaps muſt be worſe before they can be better. One of the 

drama, in a play of Nævius, aſks— . 
| Ceds, wu ebnen tam amis am cw? 15 

the other anſwers, * Fen ot 3 TY 

T3 Provenicbant oratares novi, Aal, n FEE e e 


This has at length encouraged a deſperate cut-throat o outlaw e to 


inſult the conſtitution, and ſtab it in its vitals. 9 15 
7 | „ I fately 


5 #7 


1 * 1. 


I lately received a letter from our friend about the proper title of the 
lecture. I ſent him my thoughts; and the incloſed is his anſwer. 
I think I told you, I wrote to Lord Mansfield, acquainting him with 
my purpoſe. I have incloſed his anſwer likewiſe, for your amuſe- 


ment: for you certainly 1 want amuſement much, of ſome kind or 


other. | W 5 
Concerning my own 1 health, as a matter of the leaſt corſequence, 
I put it laſt. My winter has been more uncomfortable, by inter- 
rupted health than uſual. I have had two fits of a diſorder with all 
the ſymptoms of the gravel, except the not voiding any. After the 
firſt, as there had been an intermiſſion of ten years, I was in hopes 
of another conſiderable reſpite. But it returned in a few weeks, and 
was ſubdued by the ſame difcipline. We are a little doubtful of the 
true cauſe, except that the gall-bladder had a conſiderable ſhare in the 
diforder. By Charlton's direction I am now drinking of a German 
| ſpring, called the Seltzer waters, pretty much of the taſte of Spa 
waters, with a brackith addition. You muſt underſtand that this 
water is but juft come into” faſhion, yet thought fit to be impoſed on 
the moſt unfaſhionabie of "mankind. —The College of - Phyſicians 
have lately ſet up a kind of 'Phyfical tranſattion, in which I read with 
much pleaſure, a diſcourſe of Dr. Heberden, on common or drinking 
water; for it has relieved me from an apprehenfion that our water, 
which runs over a lime fone; and has, on boiling, a _ kediment 
of white fand, was bad for R 15 > 
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Prior- Part, TFuly 5th, 1768. 


My DEAREST Doc rox, 


\ 


1 Hope this will pay you Geil come e after the 
5 our you have given to, and the Honour 08. have received . | 
your Univerſity. | 
Since your laſt, my. 8 with Ie. — 5 wy 
frequent. In his letter of the 27th paſt, ſpeaking of you, and faying,— 
Mr. Hurd has left us, ve talk often and much f your Lordſhip. He 
has given me more pleaſure, &c. &c. gave me occaſion in my anſwer to 
write thus . The moſt conſiderable part of the ſmall merit Ican pretend 
« to with you, is bringing to your knowledge, and under your patronage, 
« a man ſo worthy of your friendſhip as Mr. Hurd. If friendſhip 
* be the moſt cordial viaticum of life, you have the largeſt proviſion 
« of it in this man. His nature is fidelity: and his admiration of 
« your virtues will make his zeal and attachment to your ſervice, as 
« unremitting as his fidelity : and both conducted with ſuch ſuperior 
« ſenſe and diſcretion as will make that. e ee and never, 
a burthen on his protector. 
This morning I received an anſwer, in a which are theſe words, 117 
Hurd is gone to Cambridge for his Doctorate. 1 ſubſcribe to every word 
yon ſay of him. In this letter he tells me that Pickering will ſend the 
| deeds for me (as this day) to ſign, with the letter of Cy to transfer 
the ſtock to the truſtees. : 
By the ſame poſt poor Sparkes writes thus from Glouceſter, July 1, 
Dr. Atwell was taken ill in a very violent manner on Tueſday laſt, and 


| fiill continues almoſt mſenfible. Tt is ee believed he cannot recover. 
Maſon 


(1 51 


* ; 


| Maſon, when he was here, recommended to me as a very curious 
thing, La vie de Fr. Petrarque, in three large vols. 4to. As I ſuppoſed 
I had his and Gray's opinion both in one, I ſent for the book, and was 
not diſappointed. Curioſity gave me courage to read them through. 
And I found that the author, by interweaving into the life, the hiſtory 
of Italy, civil, eccleſiaſtical, and literary, for the firſt half of the 14th 
century, has afforded us a thouſand entertaining, and though trifling, 
yet curious, anecdotes of things and perſons, during that period. 
Amongſt which, thoſe that more immediately relate to the hero of 
the ſtory, are not the leaſt entertaining part. Amongſt other things, 
you will find that Petrarque and his correſpondents as frequently call 
the reſidence of the Popes—Bab TOs as any- e . Hf has 
done fince. | 
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LETTER cov. 


Pri-Part, uh 6th, 1768. 


Rxfoick with me, my deareſt friend, though. you 
| facrifice your own eaſe to the occaſion, that on July 5th, 1768, I exe- 
cuted the deeds and writing, neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of my 

lecture, which is now in its infant ſtate, in efle, and will I hope be 
able to BO for itſelf, and — too, by the nv of next 
N | 
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LETTER CCVL 


Dr. HURD to the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


Thurcaſton, Jah 187, 1768 


I 1 Was 9 Cs my 1 Lord, to fad three of 
your kind letters, on my return to this place. I ſhall take them in 
the order of their dates. 

That of the 5th, which contains the tranſeri ot to Mr. Yorks, 
has ſo much of yourſelf in every word, that I eannot but be tenderly 
affected by it. Your Lordſhip knows how to work up an ideal picture 
in ſuch a way, as is likely to mak it very acceptable to the party, to 
whom it was preſented, | 8 

I am glad to find that the Life of Petrarch did not diſappoint your 

expectations. I muſt, at my leiſure, look over theſe three volumes. 
Four ſhort note of the 6th, calls upon me to wiſh you joy of 
| having. put the laſt hand to your generous and pious donation. Mr. 
Yorke, I ſuppoſe, will ſoon notify to me my appointment to be your - 


firſt preacher. "Tis true, as you ſay, my own eaſe will be ſacrificed to 


the occafion ; but that facrifice would be well made, if I could hope to 

anſwer your deſign,” in any tolerable degree, and-to ſupport the honour 
of your lecture; which /af will very much depend on this firſt eſſay. 
I can only affure you of my beſt endeavours to do both. I think 1 
may promiſe not to diſgrace your inſtitution by any extravagancies, at 
| ſetting out: and this caution, on ſuch a ſubject, and 1 in __ ant 

ny not DE . its merit. | 


LS 


E 
I now come to your favour of the 10th. - The compliment from 


ahe Univerſity to our-friend, was out of the. common forms: but his 
ſervices to the body have been uncommonly great, and the ſweetneſs 


of his manners makes him very popular. 
Little Wat was ſent back without a degree. The Proſeſſor adviſed 
him to try his fortune again at Oxford, rather than return to Cambridge, 
as he talked of doing next term. He even told him, that ſucceſs at 
Cambridge would not wipe off the diſhonour of this rejection by his 
_ own Univerſity.” The advice was good; but the keen atmoſphere of 
Oxford may not agree with his conſtitution. It is well, if he has no 
better reaſon for taking this degree, than one of the half dozen 
pleaſant ones you invent for him. I think it certain, the two ſiſters 
will act in concert on this occaſion. 

Poor Dr. Atwell's death throws a good living into the hands of Mr. 
| Maſon (for his late curate, Upton, told me it was capable of great 


improvement), and will, I hope, reſtore peace to the Chapter of 


Glouceſter. He was a man of ſenſe and learning; but had a turn of 


mind too buſy, and a temper too acrimonious, for his own eaſe, or that 


of others, with whom he had any near connection. Whom does your 
Lordſhip think of making rural Dean in Stow Deanery? oh 5 

I éthank you, my dear Lord, for your congratulations on my ad- 
vancement to the Doctorate; though I doubt it will ſeem a little in- 
congruous in me to combat the ſcarlet. whore, in her own veſtments. 
This did not Josg rn MDE; who ſhould have been my example in 
every thing. But your Lordſhip is too reaſonable to expect either the 
talents, or the mudeſty of that incomparable man, in your little ad- 


venturer againſt Babylon. After all, if I am defective in this quality, | 


you muſt, in part, aſcribe it to yourſelf, who have contributed ſo 
much to make me vainer, than I ought to be: witneſs what you fay 


of your portico-reading, in the cloſe of this letter, which I am now 


anſwering. But you ſuffer, I doubt, for your complaiſance : for was 
not the theumatic pain, you complain of, the fin of regaling over 


wy Anti-Leland, in freſco? 3 
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1 
Accept my beſt wiſhes for yourſelf, and for thoſe, who are ſo dear 
to you at Prior-Park, and at Claverton, and believe me to have the 
| fallin you fo kindly aſcribe to 


your ever affectionate, 


R. HURD. 


LETTER CCVII. 


Pri- Farł, Auguſt 200h, I 1768 : 


My DEAREST FRIEND, 


WH EN you wrote the letter, to which the incloſed | 

is an anſwer, you had not received my laſt letter to you. 
I have incloſed a ſheet of what I am now upon. When you have 
read it, pray ſend it back; and let me know whether you underſtand 


one word of what I drive at—I know your fagacity ; but you muſt 


almoſt conjure to comprehend it. However if you can gueſs at it, 
I ſhall have a better n of the ſolidity of my ſcheme. : 


W. GLOUCESTER. 
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Traber, Auguſi 3 5% I 1768. 


* 


I ance; atria an Meg NANS ova 
wonder you ſtuck at a claim of right to reward by natural religion. 
Divines generally hold otherwiſe, and therefore, they have endea- 
voured to ſhew the uſe of revelation, which aſſures us that God will 
receive repentant finners. | And yet many.of thoſe paſſages in ſcrip- 
ture, declare this truth on the principles of natural religion; ſuch as 

this, — be w comes to God muſt believe that be is, and that be is a 


REwARDER of them who. diligently ſeel bim. Now, What natural 


religion plainly teacheth, either by natural reaſon, or by inſpired 


writers, concerning reward, I call a claim, in oppoſition to a grace 


I mean by rewards (in the ſtate of an unequal providence), rewards 
 bereafter. —As to our knowing fo little f drome government — ] have 
obſerved ſomewhere, I think againſt Bolingbroke, and given the rea- 
ſons of the obſervation, that in God's phyſical government, his de- 
Crees may be differently regulated by there bein 8 one or more ſyſtems 
to ſuperintend—But that in his moral government, his decrees are 

regulated alike, whether there be one or more orders of rational 

beings —ſo that the knowing much or little of the moral government 

of God, does not differently affect our concluſions. 

I looked over my papers to ſee if I could explain the matters in 
another ſheet, which I would have incloſed. But happily for you, 
the parts of the argument are ſo enchained with one another, that not 
leſs than ten ſheets would have fatisfied (if that 1 one ſo pene- 
| rang and accurate as N 
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I 
We think ſo much alike in every thing, that the Bench to me is 
only # wooden Bench; and as to the Houſe itſelf, Iam 2 every now and 


5 _ ready to ſay, | 
Splendida Robo decreta valete Sophorum: 


— The incloſed will occaſion many various Gta in you.—I wiſh 
with you, ſuoreſs to the Biſhop of Briſtol, though he played the fool 

in the affair you mention. But that will not hinder his exchanging 
his rectory for a deanery. The matter indeed ſeems to ſtick ; but as 


| his refidentiaryſhip (half the Deanſhip) is ſaid to be deſtined for Dr. = 


Egerton's commendam, I ſuppoſe it will not ſtick long. 
I think I ſee a letter lie, which I am to frank for my Wife, 3 


poſt, with my own. However various may be the contents, our 
love to the Archdeacon is equally fervent and the fame, which is not 
the commoneſt thing in matrimonial logic: I mean, a perfe& agree- - 
ment in eodem tertio. Here it is, and therefore there muſt be ſome- 
ching alike between the two, ey the difference of . | 
temper, r e e TEK | 


P. . ſhould have binted to you in my laft, when I ſent the incloſed 
ſheet, that it aimed to confute the /riumphant reaſoning of unbe- 
livers, particularly Tyndal, who ſay redemption is a fable : for 
the only means of regaining God's favour, which they eternally 

' confound with immortality, is that ſimple one which natural religion 
teaches, viz. repentance. To confute this, it was neceſſary to 
ſhew that reſtoration to a free gift, and the recovery of a claim, 
were two very different things. — The common anſwer was, that 
natural religion does not teach, reconciliation on repentance, which 

if it doth not, it 125 nothing, « or 2 worle FRE: nothin 8. | 
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Ln on” 
Dr. HURD to the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. 


4 ; , , = : : 
, ; T 


. * 


ic 


* e | | 
I Have your Lordſhip! s kind letter of the 10th. = 
believe, repoſe will be thought more proper for me, than a journey. 
It will take ſome time, before the ſinus is perfectly healed and cloſed : 
but the cure is out of all doubt, and is gs I. no bad circum- 
ſtance whatſoever. © 
_ Your Lordſhip and Mrs. Warburton are very 1 to feel ſo 
tenderly for me. It was a happineſs to myſelf, as well as you, that 
you did not know the worſt of the caſe, till it was over. But you 
muſt not ſay a word of expence, which is altogether trifling. You 
forget, my dear Lord, that you have made me rich, and that my 
generous phyſician will not be prevailed upon to take any thing. 80 
that I ſhall have only my ſurgeon and apothecary to pay; who are 
more reaſonable, though not leſs ſkilful, than Channing and Ranby.. _ 
By the way, I am much taken with my ſurgeon, Mr. Pott. He is 
a lively, well-conditioned, ſenſible man. He is, befides, a writer of 
eminence in his profeſſion. I have juſt now read a treatiſe: of his on 
my own caſe ; from which I learn that he has invented, or, at teaft; 
brought into more general uſe,” a new method of treating this diſorder, 


infinitely more expeditious, more ſafe, and more eaſy, than the 


common one; which yet has been followed by ſuch furgeons, as 

 Chifelden with us, and de Ja Faye, and te Dran at this time in France. 

He has alſo, I am told, improved the practice of ſurgery very much 

in other inſtances. In ſhort, he is a genius in his way; and I . 
myſelf very happy in having fallen into ſuch hands. : 

I mentioned the life of Petrarch, which I have now gone through. 
Ks extremely e Were ever two men ſo like each other, 


88 2 | e 


0 


* 


* 
nd . 
. / A Y N 
— 1 ' - NE OREN? O N " * * d 38g * 7 TEE WEE. 80 2 
+ . DE) "A." I We ST PS SG FIT 8 = n 97 >, DAT 1 E e -- ol az 
ſe PROT OL PTS Abe 4 r * ( _- Ar NL ed I . : - 
— ͤ . - AA ³˙•ÜꝛA rays http ̃́BAòͥ.r-.. X— rant a 
= ko * =: % 8 ts * 1 2 0 2 Py 2 — 8 ry a as . 
, ere er So Eee cot nas Hole} Eppacy Foreer ey ea_ D 
- . 0 8 FT 1 . * * a 8 4 1 n 4 0 4 * p * 


86 }.. 
as this citizen of Rome, and the citizen of Geneva? Great elegance 
of mind and ſenſibility of temper in our two citizens the fame pride 
of virtue and love of liberty in each, but theſe principles eaſily over- 
powered by the ruling paſſion, viz. an immoderate vanity and ſelf- 
importance. One ſees in both, the ſame inconſtancy and reſtleſſneſs 
of humour, the ſame caprice, and ſpleen, and delicacy. Both inge- 
nious and eloquent in a high degree; both impelled by an equal enthu- 
ſiaſm, though directed towards different objects; Petrarch's, towards 
the glory of the Roman name; 53 Rouſſeau's, towards his idol of a 
Nate of nature, Both querulous, impatient, unhappy : the one reli- 
gious indeed, and the other an ęſprit fort: but may not Petrarch's 
ſpite to Babylon be conſidered, in his time, as a ſpecies of free- 
- thinking Both ſuſceptible of high paſſions in love and friendſhip ; 
but, of the two, the Italian more-conſtant, . and leſs umbrageous. In 
a word, both mad ; but Rouſſeau's madneſs of A darker vein, 
Petrarch' 8, the finer and more amiable phrenſy. EY a 
FE ever I write a book of Parallels, you ſee I have materials for one 
chapter 3 as e and Cicero would furniſh a good N for 
another. 5 | 
The colours, in 1 Papnrch paints dos papacy, are black 
enou gh. But his idea of Batylon, ſeems taken from the reſemblance 
he found between the exile of the Roman Church at Avignon and the | 
Jewiſh captivity on the banks. of the Euphrates, and not from the 
book of Revelations. When Urban V. removed to the ſeven hills, 
his Roman pride was fatisfied, and we thenceforth hear nothing 8 more 
of Babylon. : I 

Adieu, my dear Lotd, and continue, if you can in conſcience, to 
: love me as you ſeem to have done, when you wrote Your, * kind letter ; 

to. Dr. Heberden. "mY all titles | 


Yours, 14 1 7 7 5 
Tinculn Inn, December 17th, 17688. 


t 1 


LETTER cx. 


Prior-Park, December I 6 I 76 8. 

I 7 to grow uneaſy till your kind letter uf the ryth 

came in this morning; though a poſt or two ago, a letter from Dr. 

Heberden (for which T beg you will give him my beſt thanks) allied 
me every thing was in a very promiſing way. 8 


We think ourſelves, indeed, very hou 85 chat we uid not + know 


the worſt of the caſe, till it was over. n Fant 
Jou are a ſtrange man! | The expence cannot be Cain: ' There- 


| fore once again, know that my purſe is yours. So do not ſpare it, | 


to ſtraiten yourſelf. _ » 


Pott will be my favourite if he does his oy in > this inſtance. Dr. 


5 Heberden fpeaks highly of Hit 
Tour parallel is a charming thing. What you 47 in Ft * A 
Book of Parallels, T hope may in time be turned to good earneſt. Vou 


have a peculiar talent Las what have you not P) 0 this OY 
ſort of compoſition.” Wb 


It is true, that it is Ane and not Rome, which is callec 


| Babylon, and it is the captivity and not the OE 'Y Babylon mann ran 
in his head, as it did in mine. 


Adieu, my deareſt friend! Let me know al the ſteps e 


recovery; which will be as pleafing as it would have been painful to 


know all the ſteps of your diſorder. I wg . ro not e your 


" Mother with the oe a of your diſaſter. N 
25 : hs IE 7 W. GLOUCBSTER. 


ot Petrarth und Koen. E. „ 


1 
. D 
WS eee , e 


* 
2 * os 3 e 


0 
} 
4g 
' 


BY 
. 
Dr 
f 
58 4 
2 
* 
+124 
* 
WI 
Ed 
"= 
5 
"Mt 
— 
7 
ty 
By. 
7 
N 
4 
Li 
bo” 


new; 


/ ** 
— 
3 I ˙ m ˙ wi . ̃ P 
2 s E . rae bo gh om _—_— : war 1. ge 4 
5 - — 2 —— 


. BRO bed WB hog > ORD Ne ag — 
e et 2:8 ee dounmutna, Fayre oeregp ea ig 2 


. 
Ln en] — 2 yh — 


A * * W 
N MI * 


© AY 
r 


pe I wort w 
* 


3 e 
ND 


i T ⁵ IS A AGES — Didly 3 ned 3 HOES, 


de! 2 


by 2 * 


4 
KY 


1 


LETTER CCXL 
i E © 10 Prior-Park, December 26th, 1768. 
Mr DEAREST: Paus, 5 


Yo 1 make. me . in your GO 
your perfect recovery. Had I lived in the time of Tully, and in his 
- friendſhip, as I live in yours, I ſhould have an iy, e : 
* behalf of your honeſt and ſkilful ſurgeon. 

You give me equal ſatisfaction in the Ke” you make of never 
declining me not my friendſhip, ken it is; Convenient. or uſeful to 
you. 

A Biſhop® 1 in this — is nothing; n of 
as ſmall account in the next. I uſed to deſpiſe bim far his antiquar- 
anifin ; but of late, ſince I grew old and dull myſelf, I cultivated an 
acquaintance: with him for the fake of what formerly kept us aſunder. 
Had he lived a little longer I ſhould have been capable of: ſuecceding 
him in the high ſtation of his Preſidentſhip. We laugh at the wrong 
heads we neither care for nor have to da with; hut it is otherwiſe, 
when our friends are ſtruck, with, this malady. It ſeems poor Towne 
thought my filence (which was ſo ſhort that I did nat advert to it), 
was myſterious; ſo he wrote me the inclaſed; which, tagethef with 
my anſwer on the blank, it is not worth while to ſend back, I took | 

the liberty ta mention your name; far his Theme wanted an example, 


Ralph is now at home, and; taller, better, and wiſer, if not: by 
ſome inches, yet by ſome lines. As to hit learning, I leave that to his 


Maſter, with the fame implicit faith that a good Catholic does his 
falvation to the Church. . 


CCC aber of Cube, Dr. Lido. 
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1 en cc e n de Bet Balgny's company, vrhich 
b lA. I ſuppoſe, in a few days, 


and then he will be aſſiſtant in our correſpondence. I deſire no larger 
a compaſs than you two will comprehend: the circle will not only be 
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Ever yours, : 


* * 


W. GLOUCESTER. 
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1 = Left fond with the greater pleaſire, f in n hopes of 
drawing your Lordſhip ſo ſoon after me. 
In my way hither, I digreſſed a little (to let you ſee that T have the 
72 of antiquarianiſm in me), to take a view of Gorhambury, when. 
might with equal caſe have taken a ſurvey of the modern finery 
7 Looton Hoo, and had it not in my power to viſit both. This 
ancient ſeat, built by Sir Nicholas Bacon, and embelliſhed by Lord 
| Bacon, Mr. Meautys, and Sir Harbottle Grimſtone, ſucceſſivelx 
maſters of it, ſtands very pleaſantly o on high ground in the midſt of a 
ine park, well wooded, There is a gentle deſcent from it to a 
Neat vale, which * riſes only into hills at a diſtance, and 
; . ©. hole: 
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choſe well cultivated or finely planted. The houſe itſelf is of the 
antique ſtructure, with turrets, but low, and covered with a ' white 
| | ſtucco, not unlike the old part of your Lordſhip's palace at Glou- 
„ oeſter. It is built round à court, nearly ſquare, the front to the | 
Sosuth, wich a little turn, I think, to the Eaſt. The rooms are 
N numerous, but ſmall, except the hall, which is of a moderate ſize, 1 
but too narrow, for the height: the chapel neat and well propor- 
tioned, but damp and fuſty, being (as is uſual with chapels belonging 
to Lay Lords) ſeldom or never uſed. On the Weſt fide of the houſe 
(but ſee the oppoſite page) runs a gallery, about the length of that at 
Prior-Park; the windows, eſpecially the end window to the Weſt, 
| finely painted; the fides covered with pictures of the on men of 
the time, I mean the time of the Stuarts; and the ceilin 
coved, ornamented with the great men of antiquity, painted in com- 
partments. At the end of the gallery, is a return, which ſerves for a _ 
billiard room. Underneath-the gallery and billiard room, is a portico 
;or walking, and that too painted. I ſhould have obſerved, that the 
. chamber floor of the front is a Library, furniſhed, as it ſcemed to me 
on a ſlight glance, with the books of the time, as the gallery is r 0 
the perſons. The furniture altogether antique, and ſuitable to the reſt. 
It is impoſſible that any fine man or woman of theſe times ſhould 
endure to live at this place; : but the whole has an air of ſilence, 
| repoſe, a recollection, very ſuitable to the idea one has of thoſe ; 
he 8 Shades, that to Bacon could retreat fore: and Jo, me is one of the moſt | 
- : bl delicious ſeats, Lever aw. BE e 8 0 
; ; From this ſcene of beauty and "tm to Thee, 18 a . 
5 eo RE pindaric tranſition, | Vet I think if you faw it juſt. now, put in tole- 
e rable order againſt. my coming, and by. this. ſun, . you would almoſt t 
5 pardon che motto, I have fancied for it, 7 and Af 1 dealt, * 2 
5 N write over wy, door—, | evict who chart -c0 bo rrafigtn 
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LETTER CCXIIN. 
22 Fane 19th, 1 769. 


1 Have the pleaſure of your kind and agreeable letter of 

the 14th, on your arrival to your ſeat of virtue and the Muſes. 

Vour account of Gorhambury is very graphical. The library, 
according to your account, has been an HOON. ever ſince the time 

of Bacon. | 

You ſay your antiquarian taſte drew you thither. I rather think it 
was ſuperſtition and idolatry, ſuch as-I am ſeized with, whenever I 
think of Bi/hop's-Bourn: to which, you and I muſt poſitively make 
a pilgrimage if we live to next ſpring. 

L.aſt Thurſday we dined with Mr. and Mrs. Yorke, at Highgate. _ 
It was not a good day, but we walked on his terrace, and round his 
domain. He has improved it much. But in contempt of your 
latebræ dulces, you enter the terrace by the moſt extraordinary gate 
that ever was. His carpenter, I ſuppoſe, wanting materials for it, got 
together all the old garden-tools, from the ſcythe to the hammer, and 
bas diſpoſed them in a-moſt pictureſque manner, to form this gate : 
which, painted white, and viewed at a diſtance, repreſents the moſt 
elegant Chineſe railing : though I ſuſpe& the patriotic carpenter 
had it in his purpoſe to ridicule that fantaſtic taſte. Indeed his new 


invented gate is full of recondite learning, and might well paſs for 


Egyptian, interpreted by Abbe Pluche. If it ſhould chance to ſurvive 
the preſent members of the Antiquarian Society (as it well may) I 
| ſhould not deſpair of its finding a diſtinguiſhed place amongſt their 


future Tranſactiont, in a beautiful copper-plate.— I was buried in theſe 


contemplations, when Mr. Yorke, as if aſhamed of, rather than 5 


Stdorifying! in, his artificer' 8 ſublime ideas, drew me upon the terrace. 
| Here | 


C7 . 

Here we grew ſerious ; and the fine ſcenes of nature and ſolitude around 
us, drew us from the Bar of the Houſe and the Biſhop's Bench, to the 
memory of our early and ancient friendſhip, and to look into our- 


ſelves. After many mutual compliments on this head; I faid, that 


if at any time I had been wanting in this ſacred relation, I had made 
him ample amends by giving him the friendſhip of the preſent Preacher 


Ol Lincoln's-Ion. His fincerity made him acknowledge the greatneſs of | 


the benefit: but his politeneſs made him infiſt upon it, that it was 
not a debt, which he had received at my hands, but a free gift. Let 


it be what it will, I only wiſh he may ſhew the world, he knows the 


value of it. This I know, that his Father, amidſt all his acquain- 


tance, choſe the moſt barren and faplefs, on which dry plants to 


ſhower down his moſt m—— rain, as "CA very Jenjebly 
called it. 


This morning we ſet out fag. Prior- Park. And as the 8 of 


my books, and their being ſafely lodged at Glouceſter will take up 


ſome time; and, as my Wife loves to do things in form, i. e. to have . 


my advice without following it, will require my preſence ſome time 
longer, I ventured to comply with the Biſhop of Bath and Wells 
requeſt, to confirm for him, the roth of Jaly. On the rith I am 
in hopes of ſetting forward for Thurcaſton. But I ſhall write again 
| before that time, to n matters. 


* — * 
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LETTER CCXIV. 
Prior-Park, July 5th, 1769. | 
Mr DEAREST Fxixxp, 8 e OW 


| WIEN 1 wrote-laſt to you, I forgot to tell you that 
I was then labouring on my old rheumatic diſorder. I have not yet got 
rid of it. You may judge what I have ſuffered. I now (after an 
infinite deal of phyſic) ſet it at defiance, and let it take its courſe. 

I hope to be at the Cranes, in Leiceſter, early in the afternoon on 


F wo the ba Inſtant. Till that our r happy meeting, adieu, 


Yours fre © ever, * 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER kv. 


Prior-Park, Jeg __ 1769. | 

| My vran Sin, A 
To -morrow was to have been the confirmation for the 

Biſhop of Bath and Wells, at Bath. But I find myſelf fo ill of a - 
- feveriſh diſorder, that I am laid up, and am in the courſe of a ſaline 
5 draught. By next, ſhall give you more news of me. Till then I am, 
zs uſual, . W 2 Ik - 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER ccxvl. 


2 My DEAREST. e SD 


"x 8 prevents my ſeeing you at the time 1 NC. 


And what is worſe, my Wife will not ſuffer me to take the journey 
at all. But Jet not your honeſt heart be alarmed. It is one of thoſe 
fevers I am ſubject to, and which on always been removed +40 faline 


draugats. Ever n 
| 7 GLOUCESTER. 


e 


July _ As 


LETTER ccxvn. 


alu, 22 2 T 76: 9 


% 


My DEAREST Farxp, | 


ON getting hither (chich I thank God I div dave! in 


tolerable health) T had fo many little things to adjuſt, before I could 


think myſelf at home, and had fo many viſitors to receive, that 2 
before I could fit down to this, the hour of the poſt was paſt, which | 


concerned me much, for Saturday will be the next poſt night. 

Leet me thank you, without ceremony, for the hoſpitality and fincere 
_ pleaſure I enjoyed the whole fortnight I was with you at Thur- 
caſton. Let me be remembered to Mr. Babin gton and his Brother- 


in-law the Doctor. And let me ſtill enjoy the fruits of that love and: 


33 which i is the honour and e of my life. . ; 
- W. GLOUCESTER. 


oft 
7 
— 
1 
7 
3 a 
= 
of 
; , 
7 
1 
* 
os. 
1 * 
955 
BY 
f $ 
oy 
4 
THz 
lad 
* 
187 
18: 
T5 
7K 
* 
. 
2 
> 
4 
1 
A 
= 
h 
'B 
be 
* 
12 
A. 
. 
ir 
AT 
v7 
1 
2 
IN 
"4 
* i 
3 
1 
A 
p 
5 
8 
. 
Go 
* 
1 
+85 
2 
1 
Ke 
N 
2 
8% 
F. 
N 
TEL 
"Io 
8 
1 
"7 
8 
55 
* 
Ee 
1 
2 
Jie 
N 
7 
Fo 
2 
7 
IS 
x 
Tal 
1 
44 
** 
<5 
. = 
8:4 
i 
3 
25 
5 2 
po 
4a 
25 
7 
"75 
1 
Wy 
mW 
Pa 
IS 
* 
15 7 
7 
„ 
3 
1 
4 1 
"$4 
4 
- TR 
F 
2 
2 
VAI 
E.. 
4 
Y 
pr. 
q of 
4 * 
* 
N. 
4 
7 * 
* 
2 — 
Sg 
- 
er 
181 
3 
81 
8} 
ay 
Wh” 
7 
> 
% 
5 
hd 
by 
4 
4 
1 
«1 
. = 
<3 
= 
ny 
* 
7 
. 
24 q 
; 


LETTER coxvi. 


Che Sptnbe 4. 1769. 


1 Have received your kind letter of advice: and ſhall . 

the banker's phraſe) accept and honour the contents. 2 

Vou know, by experience, how difficult it is, when we : have c once 
got into a wicked habit of thinking, to leave it off. All I can promiſe 
is, if that will ſatisfy. you, to think to no purpoſe - and this I know by 
experience I can do; having done fo for many a good day. Be” 

I think you have oft heard me ſay, that my delicious ſeaſon is the 
Autumn, the ſeaſon which gives moſt life and vigour to my mental 
faculties. The light miſts, or, as Milton calls them, the feams, that 
riſe from the fields in one of theſe. moiifipgs, give the ſame relief to 
the views, that the blue of the plum (to take my ideas from the 
. ſeaſon) gives to the appetite. But I now enjoy little of this pleaſure 
compared to what I formerly had in an Autumn-morning, when 1 
uſed. with a book in my hand, to traverſe the delightful lawns and 
hedge- rows round-about the town of Newarke, the unthinking place 
of my nativity. Beſides, my rheumatiſm now keeps me within in a 
morning, till the ſun has exhaled the Blue off the plum. And that 
proſtitute, Fortune, wil make me no amends, by enabling me to 
draw, and keep under my roof, the man whoſe. eonverſe has all the 
freſhneſs, the variety, the riches, and the gay colouring of this happy 
ſeafon. And yet, as Shakeſpear fays. of the s Hows in a 
gilded evening, . | 5 


ITY | eee ** 
| fo I am forced 0 of Autumn, that it too v ben gives plc to vill | 


winter. OY N 
our friend is yet at Bath. Every thing - fold extremely well at the DR, 
5 8 and all! went off, * the magnificent fet of Chelfea China, 
which 9 


"tow I 


1 care ſhould. hot go at an under value; becauſe it is 
ready money at any time in London. She is uncertain whether the can 
get hither by the muſic meeting. Lord Kerry's people have had the 
houſe deliv red up to them. In a ktter I received this morning from 
her are theſe words — « I'ſhall not like to ſee P. P. now it is ſo ſtript. 
« But I never reflect on my having quitted it, without ſatisfaction and 8 
% joy.” — As I have the fame ſatigfaction, fo with us both joy. _ ; 


LETTER ccRR. 


ole. rere 8 1769 : 


0 n ah nap: '-* 
i And am extremely obliged to you for ſatisfying Lord _ 
Mansfield's kind enquiries. Almoſt every letter one receives, which . 
tells or enquires after 'news, even of the E 18 PER to con „ 
vince us of the Pyrrhoniſm of hiſtory. 

I am much concerned to find that you Fc not receive the Poe 

you would wiſh, from your ſuccedaneum. Far to tell you the truth, 
I regart the preſent rage for. ſca-bathing as only a faſhionable folly. 
Our:modern Pagans ſeem to have adopted the maxim of their Ow 
ceffors, that the fea is'a cure for all mortal ills. 

Garrick's portentous ode, as you truly call it, has but one bw of | 
| truth in it, which is where he calls Shakeſpear the God of our idolatry : 
for ſenſe I will not allow it; for that which is ſo highly ſatirical, he : 

makes the topic of his hero's encomium. The ode itſelf is below | | . 
any of Cibber's. Cibber's nonſenſe was ſomething like ſenſe ; but 1 2 
this man's. ſenſe, * he deviates into it, is much more like A 
penn. | 
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We too have had our Jubilee; but held in the old Jewiſh manner, 
when it was a ſeaſon for relief of the diſtreſſed; which was truly nging 
to God with the voice of melody. We too, and with a vengeance, exalted 
our finging voice, in the language of old Hopkins and Sternhold, the 
Cibber and the Garrick of their time, for ode-making. But here we 
forſook our Jewiſh model. You know that the hire of a whore and 
the price of a dog were forbid to be offered up to the God of purity. 
But we preſumed to offer up to him, the hire of two whores. 
You may judge by what I am going to ſay, what it is that paſſes under 
the name of charity amongſt us. We have got for the diſtreſſed 
Clergy bf the three Dioceſes, ſome £340. And to procure this, we 
have levied upon the country, £6 84. 6s. 10d. for their entertainment 
in Fiddlers and Singers; of which ſum, L100. is contributed oY me 
and my coadjutor. - 
I am now to give you an account of what you had more at hover, 
wy Michaelmas ordination. Though I gave notice of it according to 
your direction in the Glouceſter Journal; yet had it not been for a little 
Welch Deacon, who ' flew hither from his native mountains by 
accident, like a Woodcock in a miſt, it had been a maiden ordination, 
and TI muſt like the Judges, have given gloves to wad officers : for an 
examination is a kind of execution. | )- 905% 


My OWN N Hound! 


FE yours, 
W. GLOUCESTER. 
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LETTER COXX, 


CEE ns pon © BE OR, 


— aps 1 ues 
l by 
DV 


cue. October 1 7 1 nes 


J Have the pleaſure of yours of the 1 ith. 
The Corporation of Glouceſter dined with me the other day, 
amongſt whom, was Alderman George Selwin. They bad given me 
the freedom of the City, which I knew not of till then, for the 
inſtrument had not been lent me. Yet this did not hinder me from 8 | > 
making a propoſal to them, on ſpeaking of the Stratford Jubilee. | 
I faid, that as the ſpirit of republican liberty was the only devil that 
had now got poſſeſſion of us, this city had a better right to a Jubilee 
than Stratford; it having produced two Patriot Saints, which bid 
defiance to Charles the Firſt; and were, on that account, immor- 
talized by the pen of Lord Clarendon: who tells us, that their uncom- 
mon accompliſhments performed a miracle that no Church- Saint ever 
achieved; of making the merrieft men, melancholy ; and the moſt melan- | 
choly men, merry. Though this increaſed our. mirth, yet I am not A , 
now to expect that my freedom will be ſent me either in a gold or 
filver box. It will be well if I get as ſplendid a 2 for it as Mr. 
Yorke's lamprey. | 
I had Robped" bn my Letters "Tha ifſory on your firſt SE TO FOR 
ſome time ago. So the ſolitude of my ordination was net occaſioned 
by that, but by their fear of an examination, which carries greater 
terror along with it at Glouc-ſter, than elſewhere. Hence the great 
demand of Letters TO and the ſcarcity of candidates in 
- perſon. | 
I agree with you that Dr. Balguy's conduct, with _ to 
that wretched fellow Prieſtley, was tne conduct of a man, and Dr. . 
B——'s, of an als. 


LES 
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Un u | | There 


| ( 96 þ 
There were indeed Prieſticys in the golden age of literature. But 
their ill ſucceſs with the public was rather owing to the times, when 
the people believed upon principle (as now they diſbelieve upon none), 
tha: to the ſuperior abilities of the guardians of religion. The thing 
is now N as a friend of. ours —_ intimates to me in theſe 
words, | 


Sat Trojee Priamogue datum, 


as you will Had 4 in the indoſed letter. | 

Lou will love and admire the writer, not for the exact truth, bot : 
for the warmth and nobleneſs of his friendſhip. _ | 

I am charmed with what you tell me of the proſecution of your 
Lectures, and your ſcheme of the whole. If your ſucceſſors go not 
upon your foundation, they built upon fand. I am delighted with 
what you ſay of your diſcourſe on the propheric language, that it does 
not diſpleaſe you. If fo, I am ſure it will pleaſe every body elſe. 
It is of infinite im portance : : the ignorance of its origin and nature 
has made more infidels, than any other circumſtance whatever; 
who have been always ready to aſcribe it to _ to Enavery, and 
fanaticiſm. Zh 

' God preſerve you in health r his ſervice, for the n of 
your friends, and for the inſtruction of. the learned. So prayeth your 
friend, 9 


W. „ . 


LETTER 


928 ha TTE R ccxxI. 


| Glhoucs efter, November 1 ry 1769. 


1 Received your kind letter of the gth this morning. I 
am glad you are got to town, where you may enter into a better courſe 


of phyſic both of mind and body than you could do at Thurcaſton. 


The account you give of yourſelf for the five or fix weeks paſt, ſhews 
how much you needed to change the ſcene, for the better operation 
of a courſe of the mental phyſic, which, I truſt in God, you moſt 
want. I do not know whether I could be more concerned if your 
vain apprehenſions of an incurable diſorder were real, than I am, 
under my confidence that they are not. —Make me foon happy in a 


more cheerful letter. Were you here with me we ſhould neither of 
us want amuſement. Our Dean is returned. And laft night I took 


Mr. Sparkes with me to pay him a viſit. He ſoon took the advantage 
of my being off my guard, and confining him to trade; and before I 
was aware, was got deep into the calviniſtical Articles, which he was 
| reſolved to clear of that imputation. A flow of more tranſcendent 
nonſenſe I never heard on the occaſion. Mr. S. who owed him a 
_ grudge on the affair of Grotius, would needs contradict him, and this 
was fair. But he would needs underſtand him ; ; and here the Dean, 
who did not underſtand himſelf, muſt needs have the advantage. 
Senſe ſometimes, though rarely, produces more ſenſe, but it comes 
up flowly and requires weeding. But the harveſt of nonſenſe, on 
good ground, produces an hundred fold, and ſprings up immediately. 

In the courſe of it our friend was inſulted, by aſking him whether he 
had read this divine and that divine; and ended in fairly telling him 
in bis fort Oy in claffical learning, but he was a mere ftranger to 
e . theſe 


V "EF 2 


L 332 


theſe profound reſearches. Vou may judge how the harmleſs gravity 
of our friend muſt be diſconcerted, and even violated, with this rudeneſs, 
which nothing but the irreſiſtible ambition of ſhining as a divine before 
his Biſhop could have drawn the good-natured Dean into. But all 
this was very imperfectly enjoyed, by your not being of the party: for 
then 1 Wbuld have had a picture of it the next ROMs of much 
more worth than the original. 

God preſerve you ! When you ſee Lord Mansfield . " my beſt 
remembrance of him as acceptable as you can to him. Nor let me 
be forgotten at the next door. But above all, Jet me DESC. of Our: 
better health, and ſpeedily. | 


P. S. Ralph is much yours, and rejoices in your remembrance of him. 
His Mother is now at Bath, in her way to town. You are very, 
right, ſhe takes more pleaſure in diſpenſing than receiving. Goldin, 

her hand ſeems to change to what the alchymiſts ONS is the 
firſt ſeed and root of nh quickſilver. 


"LETTER ENT, : 


ohe,  Nevenber 236 ves. 


13 Have the es of yours of. he 20th, — O's to 
openings that you are better, and in better ſpirits. : 
Lord Mansfield's diſorder was unknown to me. But your et 8 
of him gave me occaſion to write to him, and even to congratulate him 
in having got well rid of the impurities in his blood by theſe eruptions. 


[ 183 I 


My time of coming to town is, uncertain; I could wiſh that when 
my Wife has put the workmen in a way to finiſh without her, ſhe 
would as ſhe propoſed, return back and ſpend the Chriſtmas here. 
I know of no way ſo likely to induce her to it, as your accompanying 
her down, and all of us return together. Think of F thiss and ſee if 
you cannot make this pleaſing viſion, real. . 
I am glad you think my Wife's great expence is not thrown away. 
The alteration muſt have much improved my. library as well as her 
dreſſing-room. But I cannot ſee how either of them can be ſafely 
lived in, this Winter. Making a paſſage to my library through the 
| little anti-room will certainly be an improvement. And I agree to 
it. But there is no occaſion to remove the books from the glaſs-caſe 
there, to fill up the enlarged ſpace in my library, fince I have more 
books above ſtairs than will ſerve for that purpoſe. : 

I have not had yet Dr. Heberden' s opinion, but purpoſe to take it. 
I am convinced my diſorder i is not a genuine rheumatiſm, but what 
aroſe four years ago from St. Anthony 8 wes which generally fouls the 
blood and continues long in it. 

I am charmed with the method of your Lectures; ; it is admirable. 
Pray do not let Dr. Balguy's refinements ſpoil the elegance . 

1 received a letter from him about a fortnight ago: and, in my 
anſwer to it, told him my ſenſe of your courſe of Lectures. And as 
he talked of not getting to town till the middle of next month, 1 
endeavoured to haſten his time, as you would be at a loſs for amuſe- 
ment, which you much wanted. I underſtand by him that Lord 


Botitourt, as he cannot mend the politics of his Virginians, is ſet upon 


- mending their morals ; and, to that end, has written to old Dr. Burton 
to procure him a profeſſor. of morality, for the College there. 
Burton has applied to our friend, to find out a proper ſubject. And 
our friend ſays he has found one; a good moraliſt, but a very bad 
- economiſt : who, he thinks, will fit them. I could not (when I 
thought of the Right Honourable Governor), but applaud the 
Felicity of this choice. Mr. Yorke will be of my opinion. 


a 


Prop 


1 31 


Pray let me hear from you often. Nothing can make me happier | 
than to know I am in your thoughts, as you are always in mine. 
Adieu, my deareſt friend. Let me perſuade you to be cheerful. 
Your own virtues will always make you happy. 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


P. S. This for your laſt letter. For your laſt but one of the 16th, 
double thanks are due to you, as it relieved me from much 
anxiety with regard to your health and ſpirits 8 


LETTER CCXXII. 


Glucefer, December 7th, 1 769. 


1 Have the Sears of your kind letter of the 2, 
which, giving me a better account of your bealth, makes me very 
happy. 8 

All you ſay of the excellent ESR on the hill, is very true: But 
I fancy he has taken ſacra, in ſacra fames, in its original ſenſe. 

I found there was no getting my wife back. Mahomet, at a pinch, 
when he could not prove himſelf a prophet, did the next beſt, and 
ſhewed himſelf a prudent man, and went to the mountain. 
Vou are very good. Your anxiety made you ſpeak about me to 
Dr. Heberden. I had ordered Channing to conſult him. He has 
got the Dr.'s preſcription, and has ſent me his medicines, which, I 
think, have already done me ſervice. Old age is a loſing game. T - 
have had ſo little exerciſe for my grinders of late, that two of them 
ſeem to have taken it in dudgeon, and threaten to Nause my ſervice. 

| I am 


* 


1 


I am glad you have diſpatched the fourth ſermon. The more they 
have of you, the better for them. Not only the Church of England, 
but the other Proteſtant Churches, ſoon ſlipped beſide their foundation; 
duped by the Church of Rome, who knowin g their profeſſed reverence 
for the primitive Church, urged them with the Fathers; whoſe 
hyperbolical language, in many capital points, in difference between 


ke two great parties that then divided Europe, made them look like 


fautors of the Catholic cauſe. The Proteſtants, who were confident 
the Fathers muſt needs be with them, joined iflue with the Papiſts, 
and agreed to carry their cauſe before that tribunal. The conteſt, 
by this means, grew endleſs. When Daillé, a miniſter of Charenton, 
| ſearching into the reaſon, at length found it, and publiſhed it to the 
world. He ſhewed that the Fathers were incompetent evidence either 
for one party or the other. Becauſe the points now in diſpute were 
unknown to the ancients, and of mere modern invention. So that 
every thing concerning them, that was to be found in the Fathers, was 
mere hap-hazard. He gives other reaſons too of their incompetency, 
. which Taylor and Digby have paraphraſed and improved. But 
Chillingworth and Falkland, contemporaries of Daille, made the 
beſt uſe of him, in ſettling things again on their old foundation, the 
BiBLz. Daille's book is entitled, of the right uſe of the Fathers, the 
original is in French. There are two tranſlations, one in Latin, the 
other in Engliſh. There is a curious account of this whole matter, 
as far as it concerns Chillingworth and Falkland, in Des Maizeaux's 
life of Chillingworth. I think ſome obſervations of the true founda- 
| tion of Proteſtantiſm, the Bible, and Antichriſt, the Anzibible, will 


have a ſingular grace at the concluſion of your Lectures. 


The Chancellor has given the vacant Vicarage of T ewkſbury to 
one Evanſon, of your College, whom I have inſtituted, and as he 
introduced himſelf to me in your name, I have given him ſome expecta- 
tions of a perpetual Curacy in the n in my gift, to help 
him to pay his Crate of Tens: 


LETTER 
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L oh: T 8 + COT: 


I, This morning, esd your kind letter of i 6th 
inſtant. And am glad to hear you left all your family well; and that 
you are returned to Thurcaſton in apparent. good TOs My Re; 5 
I thank God, has hitherto not returned, | ; 
| I propoſe to ſend the Archbiſhop's injunction to my Chiao 
Hunter ſent me his view of Lord Bolingbroke's character. Hei is a 
good man; but, in this book, I think he has ſhewn himſelf very 
abſurd and indiſcreet. Abſurd, in a florid declamation ; and indiſcreet, 
as well as very injudicious, in the moſt extravagant encomium of 
Bolingbroke's parts that ever was, even to ſay, p. 323, Be reaſoned 
with the pride of @ ſuperior ſpirit, and T bad 873 ns (ys 1 with 
_ the faculties of an angel. | 
This diſpoſed me to look again into the b of this ie 
Ghirit, this angelic man, as I have collected together the beſt he has, 
in my View ef his Philoſophy. I have done it juſtice. But this retro- 
ſpect is accompanied with a mortifying conviction, that the time is 
now paſt when I was able to write with that force. Expect to find 
in my future writings the marks of intellectual 2 88 But ſo much 
for that matter. | 
Ralph rejoices in your memory of him. His Mother! is no leſs . 
grieved for the neceſſity of your abſence, | 
I received the other day a letter from Dr. Balgey he's is returned 
_ from his viſitation, and has replaced himſelf (as he expreſſes it), #n 
his eafy chair. There is no danger of its doing him that harm, that 
your eaſy chair may do you. For it has a ſpring that toſſes him out, 
with eaſe, whenever a novelty in the literary or political world (like an 
 Extrancous 9 comes pol his ſyſtem. Yours is like the enchanted 
5 a | chair 
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chair of Milton' 8 Comus, not for his uſe, High for the obſtruction of 
that active virtue, which nature, by being ſo laviſh, ſhews it 4 not 
form for an eaſy chair. : 
I begin to think that the e of Glooceſtcr was ca 
your acceptance: for that your annual perambulation will give you a 
ſtock of health, though it adds nothing to your finances. = 
Vou will now ſoon determine how you ſhall paſs your vacation, 
whether by land or ſea. When I know you are happy in either 
element, I ſhall be happy. I truſt to neither, but to a good fire for 
the future part of the Summer, if it ſhall prove: like the pats as it 
threatens to do. 
I.) he public-ſpirited Dean, who hates faction 1 it fs 1 
the trade to the plantations, is enraged to find that, even with the 
affiſtance of one of the directors of the Bank, he cannot get one 
* news- paper to afford a > to bis learned lucubrations. 


1; e Jah 11 1th, 1770. 
L E T T K R cexxv. 


5 HURD to the BISHOP 1 GLOUCESTBR. 5 


rate, Tub | 236, 1770. 
My DEAR LoRD, 
21 Was very happy to be aſſured, in your kind favour of 
the 1 EY that your diſorder had not returned at that time. But eleven 


days are already elapſed fince the date of it, and I am now —_ : 


| . for the fame good account ef you. | 


1 3383 

Dr. Heberden has ſent me his final inſtructions, and ſuch, as I 
hardly durſt expect. He abſolves me from doing penance in the ſea, 
which I dread as much as a good Catholic does Purgatory, and is 
fatisfied if I do but obſerve an eaſy regimen, which he preſcribes 
to me in the room of it. This is good news on many accounts ; but 
chiefly, becauſe I hope it gives me a chance (if you continue pretty 
well, and ſhall be diſpoſed to give yourſelf a little exerciſe, as I think 
you ſhould) of ſecing your Lordſhip at this place. I believe, or fancy 
at leaſt, that you ſaid ſomething that looked like a promiſe of giving me 
this pleaſare. As I propoſe to be here, and alone, for the reſt of the 
Summer, your Lordſhip may chooſe your 0 own time, and can never 
come amiſs to me. 
I have not yet ſeen Hunter's book, but e it is on the road | 
from London. As to what you ſay of your not writing with the force 
vou formerly did, it may very well be, and yet be no ſubject of mor- 
tification. For, beſides that you can afford to abate ſomething of your 
ancient force, and yet have enough left, force itſelf has not, in all 
periods of life, the ſame grace. The cloſe of one of theſe long and 
bright days has not the flame and heat of noon, and would be leſs. 


pleaſing, if it had. And I know not why it may not be true, in the 


critical, as well as moral ſenſe of the poct's words—lenior et melior 
fis, accedente ſeneQi.—But what I would chiefly ſay on the ſubject, 
is this, that whether with force, or without it, I would only wiſh 
| your future writings to be an amuſement to you, and not a labour; 
and this I think is the proper uſe to be made of your obſervation, if it 

be ever ſo well Wande. Le 
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LET TEA ccxxvl. 
„„ 1 | Glouceſter, Auguſt 2oth, 1770. 


I Muſt thank you for your kind letter. You talk of a 
project, but why would you not explain it. you know how I love you. 
Mos duo turba ſumus. I have now had W a longer intermiffion 

from my pain. 
The incloſed is from an eminent miniſter of Edinburgh, who 
i diſobliged a rich advocate, his Father, by going into orders; who 
however (I ſuppoſe on account of a large family), did not difinherit 
him. It concerns Offian chiefly, and he appeals to you, which made 


me ſmile. Tt confirms you in your opinion that theſe poems arc 


patched up from old Erſe fragments. 
The latin note on 7 Mr. Yorke i is extremely 1185 


LETTER CCXXVIL | 


ohe, September I oth, I 770. 


3 Have your Hoke of the 3d. It is certain, this Mr. 


Erſkine never read Lectures on F ingal. He is a deep divine: and only 


amuſed himſelf in | writing a few words on a popular (NE + in 


Scotland. 


Tam obliged to you for your kind invitation. But I have a large 


ordination, on the day after Michaelmas-day, which will require my 
X X 2 | preſence 
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preſence then; and my Wife is juſt gone to Bath, where ſhe ſtays a 
fortnight with the horſes. The invitation would have been ſo 
flattering to Ralph, that we dare not tell him of it. 

Whether Epicurus had ſo good a garden as yours, I will not deter- 
mine. I am ſure he had not fo good a mind; and therefore could not 
enjoy his garden, good or bad, with that ſerenity and delight with 
which you enjoy yours. It is good in you to. communicate this 
_ pleaſure to me, for from thence I conclude eee of Tang 

health. | 
| Your grammatical Ae which you enjoy in |; ſtudying the moſt 
correct of our great writers, Mr. Addiſon, cannot be greater than the 
political ones I taſte, in reading, over again, the moſt incorrect of all 
good writers (though not from his incorrectneſs, which is ſtupendous) 
Lord Clarendon, in the late publiſhed Continuation of his Hiſtory. 

I charge you bring your Addiſon to town. Nothing is minutiæ to 

me which you write or think. | 
I ſee by the papers that Jortin is dead. His over-rating his abilities, 
05 the public's under- rating them, made ſo gloomy a temper cat, as 
' the ancients expreſſed it, bis own heart. If his death diſtreſſes his own 
family, I ſhall be heartily ſorry for this accident of mortality. If not, 
there is no loſs even to himſelf. We ſhall ſee theſe places (given by the 
late Biſhop of London) amply filled again by the preſent. For theſe 
ſtationary grandees are like the rock oyſters, Locke ſpeaks of, which 
have neither ſentiment nor choice to admit or refuſe the watry 
inhabitants they gape for. Whether the water be clear or dirty, ſweet 
or ſalt, they muſt entertain whatever chance ſends; and therefore, 
ſays the Philoſopher, the goodneſs of Providence is ſeen in making 


their ſenſations ſo few and dull. | 982 
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LETTER” CCXXVII. 


i= 6 eld eons hui, oa. 1676, 1770. 
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You tell me, in yours of the Ya vaſt, that you take 
nme 58 50 10 be as well as you can. T he expreſſion makes me hope, 
you are almoſt as well as I wiſh you. Take but half the 2 with 

your body that you do with your mind, and I ſhall be content. 
I é think Dr. Heberden has, at length, put me in a way to conquer 
my complaint; it is by an iſſue in my right arm. But of this I cannot 
yet be over confident. 
Your reflections on Lord Clarendon are the truth info.” The 
Hiſtory of his Life and Adminiſtration I have juſt finiſhed. Every 
thing is admirable in it but the "ſtyle: in which your favourite and 
amiable author has infinitely the advantage. Bring him with you to 
town. There, I own, your late amuſements have the advantage of 
mine. It was an advantage I envied you; which, that I might no 
longer do, I have begun with a certain book entitled Moral and Poli- 
tical Dialogues, the third edition, in which there is all the correctneſs 
of Mr. Addiſon's ſtyle, and a ſtrength of e under the direction 
of judgment, far ſuperior. 
May Heaven always favour the ad you 1 hes for the | 
preſervation or improvement of your body or mind, for the public is 
concerned in both: but no particular ſo much. as your affectionate, 
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W. GLOUCESTER... 
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LETTER CCXXIK. 
Glouceſter, Oftaber 25th, 1770. 


Tas, I ſuppoſe, will juſt catch you with one Gb " 1 
| the flirrup. It is N to deſite YO to bring * 258 wih you to 
London. 1 

I am yet . . 1 tball Wt a nts ; though | 
be much diſguſted with my favourite ſeaſon, Autumn, which has 
paſſed as uncomfortably and as unſeaſonably as a Winter n, but 


more tediouſſy. 
I have read over again the bulky Life of PT _ like it * 
2 than at firſt. It is a moſt curious and very judicious compila- 
Our friend Balguy, who is given to ſkimming, miſled all the 
cream. I wiſh the fame writer would give us, compoſed in the ſame 
manner, What he has promiſed, Memoirs for the Lives of Dantt and 
Boccare. Langhorh has ſent me his new tranſlation of Plutarch ; 


Which I ſhall not look into, till I have thanked him for it. When 


you ſee Lord Mansfield, you will make my compliments, &c. The 
Ruflians ſeem to be the inſtruments appointed to verify the prophecies. 

But what inſtruments !—ſuch as juſtice, both divine and human, very 
fitly appoints to be executioners of malefactors, the averſion of 


en and ending on a gibbet themſelves. 


LETTER 
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LETTER COXXX. 
Glouceſter, November 11th, 1 770. 


+ Have your kind letter of the th. You had taught 
me to think well of Dr. Hallifax ; and my N. for _ i dare my 

is not ill placed. 

Dur Wincheſter fiend: came to pay me a viſi laft Thurſday was 

ſen'night, and left me laſt Wedneſday. I have been under the 

ſurgeon's -hands ever fince Saturday was ſen' night. I can never be 

thankful enough for the care of. Providence nor can Jever e 


my own want of care. 

I had a mind to reach adds for Dr 8 And it bring at the 
very top ſhelf next the great window, I ſtept upon the window-ſeat 
to reach it. I loſt my balance and fell backward. The ſharp nozle 
of the candleſtick cut my ear (I don't know how) 'quite through. 
But the bruiſe has been much more troubleſome than the wound, 
though that was a large one. It was wonderful notwithſtanding, that 1 
eſcaped ſo well. It was within half an inch of being fatal. But 
Providence watches over our ſecond childhood, like the firſt. Can 1 
ſay any thing more grateful of har, or diſgraceful of iS ?—But I 
will run away from this mortifying ſubje&, to enquire of your health. 
I flatter myſelf that I ſee you fixed in your armed-chair, COR 
_ eaſe, in the ſecond region of Law, with the ſtorms and tempeſts of 

| Chicane flying all around you; but in the empyrean of Divinity. In 
the firſt, you ſee nothing calm or ſerene, but the mind of our Chief- 
TOs ; who, like the Angel | in Addiſon, 


Rides i in te . and 1 5 the frorm. 


| We propoſe to leave this place for 3 the day after Chriſtmas- 


day. All here are as much yours as your own gs can be: who 


are yet not ſo much yours as is 
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LETTER CCXXXI. 


June ad, 1771. 


5 1 Never believed I ſhould feel fo tenderly for as 1 
now do. A ſuffering friend's good qualities, in ſuch a condition, 
ſeparate themſelves, and riſe. ſuperior to his failings, which we are 
inſenſibly diſpoſed to forget. If this be the caſe of common acquain- 
tance in certain ſeaſons, what muſt be our conſtant ſentiments of a 
real friend, at all ſeaſons; who loſes no occaſion of expreffing every 
mode of tenderneſs towards thoſe he loves! I fell into this train of 
thinking- by what my Wife told me, with much pleaſure, a little 
before I left London. She ſaid, that Dr. Hurd aſſured her, I would 


nov write no more. I received this news, which gave her ſo much 


- ſatisfaction, with an approving ſmile. I was charmed with that 
tenderneſs of friendſhip, which conveyed, in ſo inoffenſive a manner, 
that fatal ſecret which Gil Blas was OT: of n as * ou ght, 
to his patron, , the Archbiſhop of Grenada. | 
I perfectly agree with you on the Gipericrie of. Beattie 4 Eſſay to 
the whole crew of Scotch Metaphyſicians, and directed to a better 
purpoſe than ſuch diſcourſes (commonly full of moonſhine) generally 
are. I have been looking into him, and find he appears to be in 
earneſt ; which T hold to be no ſmall e in this tribe of writers. 


| Mr rarer FRIEND, 
Ever, &c. 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


1 


LETTER ccxxXII. 


1 Was never more grieved and affected than by your laſt 
letter. And did I not flatter myſelf that low ſpirits (one of the 
inſeparable ſymptoms of your diſorder) make the matter much worſe 
in your imagination than it is in reality, I ſhould be inconſolable. If 
you ſhould die, in the preſent ſtate of things, darkneſs (as the Poet 
ſtrongly expreſſes it) will be the burier of the dead: there will not be 


light enough left to ſee or apprehend our loſs. But I hope better 


things; yet while I lie under the impreſſions of worſe, the madneſs of 
the times, whether ſhewn in the ravings of impiety or fanaticiſm, are 


not worth my notice. I only wait for a more or leſs favourable turn : 


of your diſorder to determine my intentions about a viſit to Thurcaſton. 
J. am in your debt on the like account. But this is but the weight 
of a feather in compariſon of what I owe you on a thouſand other 
accounts. Unleſs you would have me continue on the rack, write 
daily to me till you give ſome eaſe to my diſordered mind. In hunting 
about for it, through every quarter, I think I find it in the very unſea- 
ſonable weather, that has infected every month of laſt Winter and 


this preſent Summer, I do not expect to be myſelf till you are fo. 
Autumn will I hope ſet us both to rights. 


My BEST, MY ENTIRE FRIEND, 
For ever yours, 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


— 


Glouceſter, Fuly zd, 1771. 
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LETTER CCXRxXII. 
1 Glouceſter, Fuly I 5th, 1771. 7 
My DEAR PzrznD, FEE | 


I Waited till this morning with impatience to hear 6 
you ; and now I have but ſmall ſatisfaction. As you will not ſuffer me | 
to come to you, I muſt infift on your coming to me. You do not 
tell me your companion; and the caſe of your low ſpirits may require 
variety, which you will find here, all of whom much love and honour 
you, both male and female, —and diffipation of thought will be the 
ſecond beſt exerciſe you can uſe. As to the reſt, you ſhall live to 
yourſelf; in your own room while it is agreeable to you; and never 
admit company but when you chooſe it, or aſk for it. My beſt friend, 
'tO God and your own virtue I commit you, as your beſt guard. 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER cx. 


- Glneafer, arme. 23d, 177% I, 


My DEAREST FRIEND, 


I Have your obliging Jetter of the 1 5th. 

I have received two or three letters, ſince you was here, from my 
Wife, in one of them are theſe words, Mr. Hurd's viſit to you I 
« ſhall remember with gratitude. I reflect upon his friendſhip and 
15 _ yaluo1 it as it nen I am rejoaced at Jour intention of accompa- 
115 _ © nying 


6 % 1 


e nying him to Wasen in his way back. 0 talks of not getting 
back -to England till the end of October. Your account from Mr. 
Maſon, of Mr. Gray's diſpoſition. of his literary property, is very 6 
entertaining. I hope we ſhall have his fragments this next Winter. — 
In looking into Voltaire's Hiſtory of Louis the XIV. I found (ſpeaking 
of Sachaverel and his exploits) he has theſe words, Les Toris furent 
ce obliges d' avoir recours a la Religion. In @ guere aujourd but 
„ (1766) dans la Grande Bretagne, que le pew qu'il en faut pour 
4 diſtinguer les factions.” This explains, what I told you and Lord 
Mansfield, I was ſo much ſhocked at, (viz.) the French Nobility, of 
his acquaintance, aſking him ſeriouſly, whether I was in earneſt in my 
defences of religion. They took this fcoundrel's repreſentation of 
the ſtate of religion amongſt us, for true. Which, though it be 
bad enough, is not quite ſo bad as this calumniator reprefents it. 
However as miſerable as the condition of it is at prefent, I am confident 
it will revive again. But as I am no prophet, but only a ſincere 
believer, I will not pretend to fay how ſoon. - The preſent generation 
' ſeem not to be worthy of this blefling ; ; which believers, only are 
indulged with a Piſgah-fight of; juſt ſufficient to ſupport and confirm 
their faith ; not fufficient to prevent their being laughed at by the pro- 
fligate, and even the ſceptical. It will be ſaid by theſe, that it is 
natural to think well of what one has defended. But they ſhould own 
at the ſame time, that to think well of what one has examined, is a 
legitimate pre judice in favour of its truth. Next to the intereſts of 
, religion, the welfare of a virtuous and learned friend is the chief 
concern of an honeſt man. What therefore niuſt be my ſatisfaction to 
find my beſt friend enjoys a good ſtate of health at preſent. I will 
never be too anxious for his temporal concerns, though I ought to be 
extremely ſo, while J ſee himſelfs fo indifferent about them. But 
macte virtute rara, Knaves and fools may be the favourites of Fortune. 
: 1 am ſure men like 750 are the peculiar favorites of Heaven. 


* 


4 


Ever yours | „ 
| | W. GLOUCESTER. 
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LETTER ER: ; 
| Glue fer, vue 2 7 I 772. 


1 Have the bade of your kind letter of the 20th, by 
which, I underſtand you are got well to town. I ſhall take proper 
order with the little M. elch Curate, as you defire. I have ſpoken with 
Mr. Stock, and we are to NE: the Churchwarden and the Curate 
convened before us. | 

- Evanſon was more ſage than rele He knew who he was 
before. But I judge him to be a conceited innovator, from a ridicu- 
| lous whim in his ſermon, that the man after God's own heart was not 
King David, but King Fefus.—I am tired of this vain world; which, 

: indeed, would be mtolerable, but for the few, fach as my friend, 
to whom I am entirely devoted, who lives up two pair of bad ſtairs, 
and what is infinitely worſe _ at a great. diſtance from 

Hh W. GLOUCESTER. ww 

P. S. Ralph has the moſt grateful ſenſe of your . He was 
much ſhocked yeſterday, in ſeeing as he paſſed by, from ſchool, a 
poor labourer fall from the ridge of Mr. Pitt's houſe, before my 

door, who did not ſurvive his fall many minutes. Ralph had but a 
' moment's time to ſtep aſide, or he had fallen upon him. But as 
ON lays, the 238 wretch has ini See, weal and Woe. 


1 p - 
* 4 4 — % ; 4 


N 8 


* See Letter CCxxllil. MF. 


LETTER 


= 


foro or o 


9 2 2 
n 


"1 E r T E R ccxxxvl. 


Py — — POTS. EET 0nd — 
o 0 * 1 2 _ 1 9 — — = * — ** 
Wa rar e El L Er ESE — <> RP, ets Ye v6 
7 = Ds 2 » Tm » x. — * * — * 4 


a 


er 


8 | Glues fer, 755 72 LE in 


1 
4 1 el gt 
7 _ 


| My +DFABRET FRIEND, 


— * 1 

q 
r 
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1 Send you the incloſed rok Sir David N one 
of the Looks of Seſſion in Scotland, called Lord Hailes: by which 
you may ſee the opinion that this learned perſon entertains of you, 
Fs your work. * [I have anſwered his letter in ſuch a manner as was 
fit. I hope you continue in reaſonable good. health. May heaven 
3 it for the ſake of 1271 friends and the nn e „„ 
dle fake ß... 8 | 
| | VW. GLOUCESTER. 
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” I Hare your kind letter of the 4th, with your friendly 
anxiety for my health. I have finiſhed Channing's courſe, and as yet, 
have had no return of my diſorder. Channing ſuppoſes he has cured. 
me, as I have yet had no return, ſince a ſhort one, juſt on my coming 
down. But time will ſhew the iſſue. Your health is as precarious as 

mine. But all muſt be ſubmitted to a good providence. , . | 
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A villanous muſic-meeting, the Fruits of the reigning madneſs, 
4 ;/ipation, forces me ſoon from home; and were it not, that it forces 
me to you, I ſhould exexrate every fiddle upon earth. The worſt of 
it is, that my ſon will needs accompany me. Though I queſtioned 
his accommodation. However not to alarm you too much, I ſhall 
only have Emery, and one footman. And my Son and Emery will 
only have one room, with two beds. I can only ſtay a very ſhort 
time: and my Son has never yet ſeen his Aunt, at Brant-Broughton. 
And we all think decency requires that he ſhonld pay her a viſit; and 
this will be a fit opportunity. He goes thither on horſeback, with 
William, and propoſes to ſtay there only two or three days, and then 
return to us at Thurcaſton, from thence we muſt go back to Glou- 
ceſter. I underſtand by a letter I have juſt had from Dr. Hallifax, 
who is now at Scarborough, that Mr. Maſon, who is likewiſe: there, 
propoſes to come to us at Thurcaſton, as he promiſed. — You will be 
ſo good to let me know whether you can accommodate us both. If 
not, I ſhall come with equal pleaſure alone, without Ralph ; and on 
account of that pleaſure, I never can break an appointment with you; 
all of which, I hold to be facred: though I am in ſo ill a repute in 
my engagements with every body NS that nobody believes I ever 
pres any of them. | 8 


8 My DEAREST FRIEND, 


Ever, ans moſt entirely yours, | 
W. W 
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1 Got Shs this day to dinner, and cannot defer a 
moment to thank you for your kind hoſpitality to me and Ralph; not 


forgetting the corner of an incomparable cheeſe. Which was almoſt i 
the only thing I could eat at very bad inns on the road. We got 1 
home well and in good weather, and found all here in good health, | : 
and much yours. My Wife depends on ſeeing you at Chriſtmas, as ji 
we deſpair of ſeeing you before. My Ralph is Fed with the 9 
houſe and the maſter of it, at Thurcaſton. 5 9 

I T will make amends for the dryneſs and nothingneſs of this letter, 1 
by the incloſed. And make amends for myſelf, by aſſuring you that : 4 
there is no one fo much al ſo YR" yours, as is your friend, L fl 

W. GLOUCESTER. 1 
LETTER. CCXXXIX, _ : 
Dr. HED Pl the BISHOP of GLOUCESTER. | - 


RE lon, March $77.0 1773. | 
Mr DEAR Lond., 3 f L 


"I; Have two of your Lordfhip' 8 favours to acknowledge, 

one 585 che 24th paſt, and another of the 8th inſtant. I am glad you 

: 25 75 ſeen Mt, e book: SY believe, he ſent it to all the Peers. 
As 


„ 
As to the ſubject, it will ſupply us with matter of converſation ; when 
we meet. 
J return Mr. Erſkine s letter, and am indebtel to him for the 
obliging things he ſays of my book. —I have been this morning with 
Mr. Payne, who tells me the books are not yet arrived. I left orders 
with him to ſend your Lordſhip's copy to Groſvenor-Square, as I 
ſuppoſe you are in no haſte to read it, and would perhaps, have it lie 
there till you come to town. If not, I will expect your further di- 
rections about it. I defired Mr. Payne to ſend Lord Mansfield's copy 
to me, and will take care, when I receive it, that his Lap. ſhall 
have both that, and Mr. Erſkine's letter. : 

Has your Lordſhip ſeen the new volume of Sir I. Halle > If - 
not, it will certainly amuſe you. It abounds in curioſities, and lays 
open the intrigues both of the court and patriots, in the wretched 
reign. of Charles II. in the cleareſt manner. It alſo throws ſome 
light on the revolution, but leſs than I expected. | 

Dr. Balguy is juſt recovering from a fever, in which his colds, I 
think, now generally terminate. He talks of writing to your 
Lordſhip in a day or two, and will leave this place in the beginning of 
next week. But there is nothing but ill news of our friends. I 
underſtood on a Sunday laſt, at Bloomſbury-Square, that Mrs Warburton 
is ſtill at Bath, and detained there by ill health. When ſhe is enough | 
recovered not to ſympathize too much with others, you may let her 
know that the good woman, ſhe ſaw at Birmingham, is no more. 
We have great reaſon to thank God for corſtinuing her with us, as 
long as ſhe could have any enjoyment of life, and for taking her to 

himſelf in the eaſieſt and gentleſt manner. She died in her 88th year, 

and almoſt literally fell gſleep (as I have the great intel Hon to learn 
from my Brother's letter) on the 27th of laſt month. | 
I pray God preſerve your Lordſhip and your family, for the ale of 
each other, and for the ſake of him, who is ever the E&yoted friend 


and Sane of ou and your . 1 5 G 
V x. BI 
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LET TER ( ccxl.. 


| Ghucefer, March 13th, 177 ” 


1 Do not know * I ought to condole with you, - 
or congratulate you, upon the releaſe of that excellent woman, full of 


years and virtues. I rejoice when I find a ſimilarity of our fortunes, 
in the gentler parts of humanity. —My mother, ' ſomewhat leſs in- 
debted to years, though not to the infirmities of them, at length 
fell aſleep and departed, in all the tranquility and eaſe that your 
mother did. The laſt leave ſhe took of all human concerns, as ſhe 
winged her way into the boſom of our common God and Father, 


was an anxious enquiry concerning my welfare; which being aſſured 
of, ſhe immediately cloſed her eyes for ever. But I muſt turn mine 


from this tender ſubject, which will give us both relief. 


Stuart's book will, as you ſay, afford us much ſubject of reflection 


when we meet. I thank you for your care in Erſkine's matter. 

I have read Dalrymple's collection of letters, which affords much 
_ amuſement ; and indignation at the attempts of Charles and James 
againft their people, whom, inſtead of being their nurſing fathers, 
they ſold at a fixed price (as Sancho did his iſlanders, both black and 
white), to the ambitious and ſuperſtitious tyrant 'of France. But as 


corrupt as our two brother-monarchs were, their miniſters were 
infinitely more abandoned: nor did they ſerve their great deliverer a jot 
better, than they did the two infamous brothers, with whom they 

- ſhared (and this was all their care) old Louis's Louis d'ors. As to 
our deliverance by the revolution, theſe letters tell us little more than 


what we knew before. 9 


But what does civil hiſtory acquaint us with, but the incorrigible 


hiſtory, more than their 
follies, 


. . Fogueries of mankind? or, eccleſia Ligal 
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| follies, hi they had a much better ark now, than nature, 
heretofore. Swift ſaid he hated mankind, though he loved ſome few 
individuals, ſuch as Peter, James; and John. Pope replied, that he 
loved human nature : but hated many individuals. One has need of 
that grace which aur religion only, beſtows, not to hate them, both ; 
Ko the exception of two or three friends, which Providence beſtows on 
his favoured e of which, , Lown myſelf, with all ps in the 
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Tas E papers from Mr. Waden a are come ſafe, and . 
Ln Gen he the uſe I intend. i 

e pablidh his argument in 
ſupport of literary property. I ſuppoſe it is in a new vol. of the 
King's-Bench Caſes. I am in no hurry for them; but will take ſome. 

opportunity of getting them; as I have the two former vols. . 
I am glad Mr Maſon is got fo forward in the edition, of his friend's 
200g: If be thinks this-a mo excuſe ne, 3 
ence 


4 355 1 ; 
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Mr. Pope's proſe will laſt as long as his verſe. And the: amiable 

feelings for his friends, will more endear his memory to poſterity than 1 

all the thunder and lightning of his wit, though againſt none, but the = 
OE | foes of virtue and the muſe. N Da | 

. My wife is at length got from Bath, a wand aa better in her health, #* J 
though through a deſperate courſe of phyſic and phyſicians. But 35 


with regard to the preceding paragraph, I forgot that you, yourſelf, . . 
are gotten much into the Maſonian ſyſtem. God preſerve you in | 
_ RD and believe me, that I love you, in all, 
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ous Rollrrons Glouceſter, Mgy ad, 1773. 


1 FH dee Mud eee the Oat b 
sch tight to you to-ſecure the chambers immediately for Ralph. 
E you think 'Trinity-Hall'the'beft place for a ftudent intantled for the 
Law, you will write to Dr. Hallifax, who, Ldare ſay, will give you all - 
the affiftance " in i 5 N e 0-199 1 n 
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; * The Biſhop" 8 health bad, * — ets very much, 1 ag was become 3 o F; „ 
kim. Yet his delicacy to his friends would not allow him to leave any of their amy | 
- ſwered. Henee, mine to him had, for ſome time, been ſhorter, than uſual, and 160 
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thing 4 this) relate to Ralph's ſettlement at Cambridge, will be 
kindly acknowledged and N by n me: a en as che c 


e N obligation to, 
Mr DEAREST Six, 
5 8 | Your moſt bounden, 1 


1 5 and fond 1 
| W. GLOUCESTER. 
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L E T T ER CCXLI. 


. 2 * 


— | Ee” Ghucefer "Sepignber 25th, 1773. : 


: I This 1 mornin 8 e your kind letter from Thur- 

caſton: and am much concerned for your indifferent ſtate of health 

which brougiit you home from your agreeable excurſion much ſooner 
than you intended. I hope Thurcaſton will reſtore you. My ordi- 

nation is over ; and though I had given full and repeated notice of it, 

as you directed, I had but two Deacons to ordain. The one was 

rather too young, and the other rather too old. The young one was a 

Nephew of Dr. Charlton's, of Bath, barely two-and-twenty and half; 

| the other was a Brother-in-law of Mr. Waller's, our late high 

Sheriff. He was more than forty ; and having, I ſuppoſe, impaired 

his fortune (though a very good and unexceptionable character, of 

* ; ati I have an ample teſtimony, and amongſt the reſt from the Bp. 

ef St. Pavid's, who is well acquainted with him), he is preſented - 

to a very moderate living in my dioceſe by his Brother -in-la wp. 

I am glad Mr. Maſon ſo- well entertained you at Aſton, and eſpeci- = 

ay by _ has been compoſed of nw s memoirs. I have not 


„ 
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| yet heard Som Dr. Halifax. His pupil will be ready for him in the 
beginning of November. I have great obligations to you for your 
kind intentions. He will come to you as ſoon as he gets to town; 
where I hope he will find you at your houſe, in good health. We are 
115 in tolerable health ; and ſhall be the better by oO of yours. 


My DBARBST Pais, 
. : 5 » * 
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e LETTER COXLIV. 


| Glouceſter, November 8th, 1 75 3. 


Fs Have a cnet thanks to make you for your attention: 
to my 4 of good advice you gave him, I am 
ſure you did not forget this, that in this part of his education his 
chief regard is to be had to his ſtudies and the improvement of his 
mind, not to his expences of diflipation.. His natural good diſpoſi- 
tions,. I hope,. will not ſuffer too much, by his total ignorance and 
inexperience of the world. In this I hope his ſervant will be of 
conſtant uſe to him. I am fincerely rejoiced. in the amendment of 
your health. We hope to be in town about the middle of next 
month. I N B my health i is tolerable, as are my . Iam 
ever, 3 3 


My x DEAREST Fanny) ee 3 00 e 


* 


Jour moſt faithful, . 
e and alfeQtionate ſervant;. | 2. 


W. GLOUCESTER. 
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T1 Am 3 obliged to you 17 your laſt Ae of the 
22d inſtant. Iam perfectly ſatisfied in what you tell me of my Son's 
conduct. Nor dal Tithe leaſt arixiety about his being a ſtrict cecono- 
miſt: ſhe muſtdivęas other ſober youths, in his ſtation, do. I am rejoiced 
you are got into fo fit a houſe for you. The diſorder of things in 
it will be ſoon removed. I have very ſlender pleaſure in this journey, 

except in the hopes of ſeeing you often, which always will afford me 


the greateſt 2 as ay beſt friend. 
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e "Have this morning received your kind letter 7 the 28th th 
inſtant. I yeſterday ordained my two candidates, and ſhall, for the 
future, obſerve your directions concerning my letters dimiſſory. 

My Siſter is got ſafe to Cowarn, in Herefordſhire, and we have 
received a letter from her and the reſt of the family. You make me 


; . happy 8 giring fo good account of my * . 1 lar to ſee him 
| | likely 


1 


likely to become an honeſt man; this is all I widhi I do not know 
of any thing which will ſo much contribute to this great end, 
as your good advice an düectibns, for Which Lam infinitely obliged to 
you. Buſineſs would have carried my Wife to Bath by this time, had 
ſhe not been ſeized with a fit of the gout when ſhe was ready to ſet out ; 
but I To this will not retard her W N 5 am, 
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TP of a this will find you. a in-kedlth}.a6 


e with my beſt. thanks for all your kindneſs and civilities 


to Ralph, in London: who is full of his aeknowledgments for them... 
I hope you find every thing to your ſatisfaction in your Rectory; that 

you may enjoy the full pleaſure of it while you ſtay there ; ald that 
you may return with redoubled ſatisfaction back to town, and with 
more juſtice done you there from your powerful friends than you have 
yet received from them, not for their own ſake, which yet ſhould be 
their concern, but for the fake of the PRs which calls aloud for 
their attention. Lam, 


My DEAREST. FRIEND. 
Tours moſt cordially and entirely, 
W. GLOUCESTER... 
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'L E T r BE n oxLVM. 


Ven er « ol November rh, 1 1774 . 


10 Deferred þ PAO your laſt 4 letter til 1 
. heard you was got ſafe to town. This morning I had a letter from my 
Son, at London, informing me you was come, but with the diſagree- 
able circumſtance, that you had brought an ague with you, which, 
conſidering the time of year, gives me much concern. But I comfort 
myſelf that you are got to a place where the beſt advice is at hand, and 
I truſt in your prudence that you will carefully uſe it. Nor be diſ- 
couraged or neglectful of a return, ſo common in that diſorder, if it 
' ſhould happen; which to negle&, is the only danger: a danger abſo- 
lutely in your power to avoid (but muſt be carefully attended to), as 
it accompanies the only infallible remedy, the 4ar#. And therefore 
. ought to be no diſcouragement, when it happens. Though my advice 
is of fo little worth, I could never have done giving it, where your 
health is concerned. Be ſo good to favour me with a line. If I un- 
derſtand you have no return, you will eaſe me of much anxiety, no one 
being more 1 end 0 8 Sen youre your 8 OY Genes 4 oy intimate 
to my o... PE 


My 1 DEAR n, Fe * 525 
e moſt affeRionate Lat” 3 
1 19 8 W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER 


* N * 


A 


5 ” G.-R. Street, Bl. December 2d, 1774. 


My DEAR x LonD, iy 

: Þ Would n „ Lorddhip and: dis.” 
Warburton the earlieſt information, that IJ have been to wait upon 
Lord North to-day, and that his Lordſhip ] has acquainted me, that 
the King has heen pleaſed to nominate me to the Biſhoprick of 
| Lichfield and Coventry, upon the tranſlation of Dr. North to Wor- 
ceſter. This i is all I have time to ſay at preſent, and am ever, 


NM DEAR. Lonpop, 9 


Vour moſt obliged EE 
- =; and, l humble ſervant, 


R. HURD. 


1 6] 


LETT E R CCL. 


| Glouceſter, Deceinber 4th, 1774. 


My DEAREST FRIEND, - 


Vov have no conception of the pleaſure your's of the 

2d inſtapt has given me, which acquaints me with the good news of the 

Rin g's beſtowin ga good Biſhoprick on fo deſerving a perſon, which 
will give univerſal ſatisfaction. I will not trouble you with a long 

letter at ſo buſy a time. But I have wrote to Lord Mansfield, with 
my congratulations on the obligations you awe him for his ſervices in 
this affair. I ſhall now ſoon greet you with another title, biſt with 
the ſame affection, in 7 A I ſhall ART EIS | 


Tee TER CCL. 
| | Gloucefter, December 17th, 1774. 
My DEAREST FRIEND, 2, b | 
| I ts your kind letter 1 15th inſtant, with the refig- 
nation of the Archdeaconry, which is done in the beſt and moſt 
friendly manner. I take the liberty of incloſin g a letter to Sir 
Edward Littleton, as not bong certain of the e 8 his 


N | | | ſeat 


J 
ſeat be in Staffordſhire.— He was ſo kind to ſend me a congratulation 
on the juſtice done ou. To which I anſwered, that if any thing 
could add to the joy I received in your promotion, it was his congra- 
tulation, as I knew it was accompanied with a warmth of pleaſure | 
equal to my own. I do not wonder you ſhould prefer RES and 


l to Bangor on many accounts. 
_ - God pfeſerve FR A EI een n you wut, and believe 
we w be, 2110 tb 


Mr DEAREST: Fan, 1 1 05 | 
Yours moſt as, 
W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER CLI. 


: 8 | | rie, 1305 1775. 
Mr DEAR LORD) ; Ns | | 


— 


1 Five wales with impatience to falute you Biſhop of 
Lichfield and Coventry in full right. May you long live in health, 
for the ſake of the public in the firſt place, and then of your friends. 
I have the greareſt confidence in your friendſhip, as I hope you 
We mine. It is a ſupreme pleaſure that J leave you in the hands 
of a more uſeful, infinitely more honourable, it is a ſhould | 
: wo NT TORE oa: 1 : : 


My br an Sim, 


Yours moſt entirely, . 
W. GLOUCESTER. 
„ 
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1 8 LETTER ecu. 


45 | raus 21. 1 6. 
My DEAR Lend, bar, ry 5 77 


| I Have the a of yours of th KY inflant, ac- 
quainting me with the choice of an Oxford man of character, for the 

next perſon to preach our lecture, which gives me much ſatisfaction. 
May God be Paſs to bleſs my weak endeavours in his ſervice. - 
J am, | | 


My DEAR Lon D, 


Your moſt faithful 
and affectionate friend and A 


W. GLOUCESTER. 


LETTER cl. 


| | v. 1776. | 
My DEAR Lond, „ . 


LY 5 iN Have your favour of the 21ſt of the paſt June. 1 with | 
you all happineſs: and ſucceſs, and long life in your new ſtation.* 
Nothing can give me ſo much pleaſure as your perfect ſatisfaction and 
content in all that concerns you. I will not give you the trouble of a 
long letter, which would be incommodious to you in your preſent : 
ſtation : but will only add, that I am ever your moſt faithful and 


affectionate friend and nt, 
8 W. GLOUCESTER. 
* Of Preceptor to the Prince of Wales and Prince Frederick. ji. 
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November zd, 1776. 
My DEAR Lonp, | en HAD DIKTT 


* 


J Let in your hands a will made in os life-tame of my 
poor Son, which I have now-altered in my wife's favour, ſo that I 
muſt beg the. favour. of you to throw. that into the fire which is in 


your poſſeſſion. From, my dear Lord, e moſt faithful, and 
affectionate ſervant, 


inc bs W. GLOUCESTER. 
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My DEAR LoRD, 


1 Am to thank you fs your valuable vol. of Sermons to 


the Society of Lincoln's-Inn. I have read them with the uſual 


pleaſure I take in all you write. They have the fame elegance and 95 


excellence with the reſt. I hope both your health and leiſure will 


enable you to oblige us with more of the ſame kind. In the laſt 
diſcourſe, I think you have explained the action of Chriſt very rightly 


and clearly. I remain, my dear Sir, your very faithful and affeCtionate 
friend and ſervant, 


No ES | W. GLOUCESTER: 
Dent , 8 
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To » MY 7 PEAK rain. Ds. Riduans n lers bueno or 
Fe LICRTIEILD AND bios THY. | 4 | 

1 C ad conjare hin; wo als wal hes 

particular care and protection my dear Wife, and to afford her all his 

_ aſſiſtance and aid, againſt all perſons that may be diſpoſed to injure or 
. or bear hard upon her; and this I preſs him to do, and likewiſe aſſiſt 
| her with his beſt advice, in memory of, and in return for the warm 
and ſincere affection, I have always borne towards him. This earneſt / 

requeſt, Tenforce unite wy hand; this 8th day of Om 1776. 
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IETER 1. e wi 
ee e = 705 ih 1742. 
E ge role 
a of a few weeks, to find your firſt volume waiting for me, 
with a moſt agreeable letter from yourſelf, full of kindneſs and viva- 


Dran es 80 


city. To ſpeak the truth, I had been meditating, before I received 


yours, to ſay ſomething to you on the very piece you allude to; but 
you have prevented me in it: I thought alſo of congratulating you, - 
but you ſeem... to require condolence. And ſurely without reaſon. 
What ſignifies it that your adverſaries are not worth contending with? 
It is a proof that men of ſenſe are all on your fide.—Like the ſpectres 
7 wa e ele e : 508. | cannot | hart thee by any. wagons ; 
* Los uſe 3 been made of choſe letters in a Warburton s Life it ſeemed vot 
improper t to give them entire in this place. H. Og | c 5 
| 2 19 > es, but 


* 0 Ma 


[ 370 ] 
but it ould 11 3 on the 3 hand, hop do not injure, 
but tcaze, and will follow you the leſs, the more you endure and deſpiſe _ 


thera. Vou ſhould forgive them too; for you began hoſtilities. The 
only prov ifion in the conſtitution of thin gs | for the dull, is the indolence 


of the ingenious. Therefore when a man unites great application wo 


great parts, throws down the fences of prejudice, and ſtrikes out new 
paths in knowledge, they confederate againſt him, as a deſtroyer of 


their merit, and a dangerous invader of their property. 


After all, it is a ſerious and melancholy truth, that when Geculative | 
errors are to be reformed, and received opinions either rationally oppoſed 
or defended, the matter cannot be attempted without much cenſure. . 
The diſcreet upbraid you with imprudencey the prejudiced, with abſur- 
dity; and the dull, with affeQation. It is a cenſure however which 
generally ariſes from intereſt ; for the works of ſuch as you, contribute 
to bury many uſeleſs volumes 1 in oblivion. a 
I rejoice that you approve of the further remarks I ſent you on a 
few paſſages in Tunſtall's Epzſtle; not only on account of your can- 
dour in doing it, but becauſe your ſagacity has confirmed, what I had 


thrown out, by two or three very elegant turns of argument.  When- 


ever you treat a ſubject, you leave nothing to be ſaid after you, and for 
that reaſon can always improve upon others. But: this is a trifle, 
The new edition of your book iſhews-that you can even improve upon 
yourſelf. / a $f —_—_— * of his behaviour. in _ offices ix 25 
And in ang it is one rk of a ſuperior andertanding not-to bs 
contented with its own produſe. 
| - Your correſpondence is exceedingly acceptable to e 1 
am converſing with you on ſubjects of literature or ingenuity, I forget 
hat I have any remote intereſt in what is going forward in the world, nor 
deſire in any time of life to be an actor in parties, or, as it is called ſome- 
where, oy e OE: but when! find 8885 _ enquiring 
e to- day 


Tm 1: 


F to-day concerning as report of the cored Conmiltths yeſterday, this 
paſſion for ſtill-life vaniſhes, —ag?/is fio, et merſor ö * am, 
Gn wy Per detain e wad: e FT 


Vor moſt _ and 
| — Kithful humble ſervant, 5 


CHARLES YORKE, 


LETTER II. 


Wi 2 ane. 50 1 746. 


Ay Hina book's very W Sabi = of as ages 

to. fs you. Two or three days before you left London, in July, I 
called at your lodgings, but once you were gone out, juſt after my 
purſuit of you from Powis- Houſe: and another time, being the 
evening immediately preceding your journey, you were gone to bed. 

I hope however that the papers which you lent me were delivered ſafe 
into your hands: it is needleſs to tell you, that I read them over ſeveral - 
times with great care, and was much pleaſed with the clearneſs, in- 
genuity, and exactneſs of them, as well as their importance. Thoſe 
are qualities, which however rare in other writers, are ſo ordinary in 
every thing of yours, that to dwell on the mention of them would be 
not ſo much to commend you, as to betray a very blamable ignorance 
| 5 of 0 works, 85 Seeing to chere them now for the firſt time. 
OLD a | LD © foe 5 But 


— 


. x 372 1 
But my. 3 ses was, the not meeting you at Bath, where 


| inſtrad of yourſelf, 1 found a very kind letter from you, which gave 


me much concern. I was glad to hear afterwards from Mr. Allen, 
that your Nephew was better, but extremely ſorry to be deprived of 
your company, at a time and place which would have heightened 
the enjoyment to me. I ndeed nothing c could have made amends for 
this loſs in any tolerable degree, but the great kindneſs and politeneſs 
with which I was received by the owners themſelves of Prior- Park. 

The natural beauties of wood, water, proſpect, hill and vale, wildneſs 
and cultivation, make it one of the moſt delightful. ſpots I ever ſaw, 
without adding any thing from art. The elegance and judgment 
with which art has been employed, and the affectation of falſe grandeur 
carefully avoided, make one wonder how it could be fo buſy there, 
without ſpoiling any thing received from nature. But even ſcenes of 
this kind, which had alone made other places agreeable in my journey 
were the leaſt of its charms to me. I ſoon found thoſe ſcenes animated 
by the preſence of the maſter : the tranquillity and harmony of the 
whole only reflecting back the image of his own temper : an appear- 
ance of wealth and plenty with plainneſs and frugality, and yet no one 
envying, becauſe all are warmed into friendſhip and gratitude by the 
rays of his benevolence. It was my lot to be hurried away from Bath 
ſomewhat earlier than I deſigned by a ſummons from my Father; but 
1 Qwill not deſpair of other opportunities of meeting you there, and 
paying my reſpects to the ſame friends. Mr. Allen was ſo good as to 
ſhew me the two firſt volumes of your Shakeſpear, which I rejoice to 
ſee advanced ſo far. I had only time to read over the firſt volume, 
which gave me the higheſt entertainment. It is no great compliment 
to tell you, that there is more genius in a little- finger of your Com- 
mentary, than in the loins of the heavy Oxford edition of this Poet. 
1' obſerved, that you had with a pen in the margin added new notes, 
ſometimes with great ſucceſs; and now and then not doubted cedere 
vineta tua. Vou have with excellent learning and acumen purſued the 


b * 1 a 


general taper of your commentary in particular inſtances, and 
ſhewn that what is - principally requiſite to the underſtanding of 
_  Shakeſpear,: is expounding his antiquated: words and alluſions rather 
than amending his text, which has too often ended in corrupting it. 
A very ſlight thing ſtruck into my mind, whilſt I was reading Meaſure 
for Meaſure, and becauſe it did, I will mention it, whether it be right 
or wrong; if you differ from me, Lam ſure it is wrong. You will 
eaſily remember the paſſage, to which I cannot refer correctly, not 
having the book by me. The Duke, in the character of a Friar, 
ſays to Claudio (in order to prepare him for death, and diſſuade him 
from a reliance. on his Siſter's interceſſion with Angelo) ; | 


Do not ſatisfy you reſolution with 5 Me ns ate, 


which you would. alter to fallfy, and give an ingenious reaſon PR it. 
Now from the notions you have given me of Shakeſpear's language, 
J incline to think the firſt is the true reading. The word ſatisfy is 
often applied in common ſpeech to the making up an account 
between two perſons ; and ſo in one ſenſe is ſynonymous to diſcharging. 
Di/charging in another uſe of it is ſynonymous to diſiniſing. And then 
the paſſage is thus made out, do not Jatisfy your reſolution, &c. that is, 
do not diſcharge or / diſmiſs it for the ſake of hopes which will 
diſappoint you in the iſſue. 
I believe I forgot to tell. you. a | circumſtance of the Biſhop of 
Oxford which I ought to have mentioned long ſince by his parti- 
cCular deſire (as long ago, I think, as laſt Eaſter), ſomebody or other 

had told him, that you had been miſinformed, in relation to the part 

he took in the election at Lincoln's-Inn, and that you had complained 
a little of his having intereſted himſelf againſt you. The Biſhop was 

concerned to hear it; expreſſed his regard for you; and more than 
once deſired me very particularly to acquaint you how the matter 
ſtood ; that Mr. Upton (Lord Talbot s Chaplain) had ſolicited him 
both by himſelf and others to ſpeak to Lord Chancellor in his favour, 


— 


14m 


at the time when ſeveral candidates were talked af; that he did accord- 55 
ingly mention it to the Chancellor, who told him, that ſuch friends : 
as he could think it proper to ſolicit, he had already engaged for Mr. 
' Warburton : upon which the Biſhop ſaid, my Lord, it is the firſt 
time I have heard his name mentioned for the thing; if that be 
« fo, I am glad of it, and Dave no more to ſay.” And accordingly n 
ſpoke to nobody elſe. I told the Biſhop that my Father had before 
given me exactly the ſame account of what paſſed between them upon 
the ſubject, and that I was ſure you could not lay any weight upon ſuch 
miſinformation as he ſuppoſed you to have had. To ſay the truth, the 
thing made little impreſſion upon my mind, as of no great conſe- 
quence, which was the cauſe of my forgetting to mention it ; for 
which I am to aſk your pardon and the Biſhop's too. 

Mr. Lyttelton, whom I viſited at Hagley, ſpoke. of you "kindly, 
and charged me with his compliments to you. He wants much to 
have the 3d volume of the Divine Legation committed to the pres, - 
for the further illuſtration of your great theme; and added, that Lord 
B. was clear you never meant to continue it. I took occaſion to tell 
him, what I do every body, that you have been fo much engaged of 
late, either in your private affairs, or in other works which friendſhip 
or accident, or the times, demanded of you, that you have had little 
leiſure for it. But that now you ſhould find opportunities to 
purſue it. And this leads me to take notice of what you ſaid in 


one of your laſt letters, that you found no temptation from a late 


performance on the caſe of Abraham, to break your promiſe with me 
of not writing more againſt your adverſaries. In my apprehenſion, 
nothing could be better judged. And that, without attending in this 
inſtance to the merit of the performance, from the reaſons which we 
agreed to be deciſive upon the matter. It is to be expected where 
any writer has the marks of an original, and thinks for himſelf, pro- 
ducing de ſuo peru, things wholly new to moſt underſtandings, that 
ſome will have their difficulties to propoſe; others their tenets to 
maintain; and few will give a ready aſſent to truths which contradict 
POO 


e UNS F-:- 
prevailing notions, . till time and poſterity have wrought a gradual . 


change in the general ſtate of learning and opinions. What wonder 


then, that many ſhould write againſt you? Ho natural that you 
ſhould defend? It was expected from you. The zeal for knowledge 


is commendable: the deference to nen becomes you. But here 
lies the miſchief. You and your adverſaries ſtand upon unequal 


ground. They engage with that eſt friend, and ſecond on their 


- fide, vulgar prejudice. Let their infiruations be ever ſo malignant, 
provided they write dully, they gain the character of writing coolly. 


How natural that you ſhould expoſtulate If your expoſtulations 


have been ſometimes too warm. they were not the bitter overflow ings 


of an ill-natured mind, but the unguarded fallies of a generous one. 


| Yet even ſuch allies are ſcarce forgiven you : not becauſe thoſe you 


anſwer have deſerved better, but becauſe ſenfible and candid men are 
diſpoſed to think too well and too highly of you to forgive that in you, 
which they would overlook in others. And therefore could modeſty 
permit you to reverence yourſelf as much as I do, you would wait 


with patience that period, when anſwers will be forgotten: unleſs 


(according to the epigram in Martial) you chooſe to give flies a value 
and an immortality by entombing them in amber. It is to flatter me 


_ exceedingly to intimate, that I have contributed to lead you into theſe 


ſentiments, in which the very tædium of controverſy and the Pre 
of nobler deſigns muſt neceſſarily confirm you. 

Should you want to explain or vindicate any n in your work, 
it t may be managed either by enlarging particular parts of it for a ne w- 
edition, by adding notes, or by an apology at the end of the whole. 
And this without any perſonal diſputes whatever. I aſk ten thouſand 


| pardons for ſaying ſo much, though you gave me a fair occaſion ; 
ſince I am conſcious it is unneceſſary, being, as to the reſult of it, a 
tranſcript of your own thoughts. For this reaſon I have ſome doubts 


whether I ſhould not e this letter into the fire, inſtead of ſending 


| it. 


I. 


But you are ſo uſed to indulge my officiouſneſs and take it well, 
5 I grow bold in adding to the inſtances of it. 5 am, dear _ 


with the ere truth and eſteem, | 5 


, Your obliged ad affectionate 
Humble ſervant, - 


CHARLES YORKE. A 


. . 1 imagine you will be in n a few Fee Lat Fo term. 
II T ſhall be there on the 13th of October. OE 


LETTER III. 
Ast 166, 175 


Dran I | 


— 


41 Have delayed e g your moſt kind letter, till I 


could ſpeak with fome certainty of my projects for the long vacation. 


It is needleſs to tell you, that when it is a queſtion between ſpending 


my time with you, and any other company, it requires ſome firmneſs 
to break from you ; nay more, one muſt have a love of your ſtudies, 
and a ſenſe of the importance of them, to make one value your leiſure 


enough, not to diſturb it, by too long and frequent viſits : and let me 


add, that I endeavour to convince myſelf, it is dangerous to converſe 
with you; for you ſhew me ſo much more happineſs in the quiet 
purſuits of knowledge and enjoyments of friendſhip, than is to be 
found in lucre or ambition, that I go back into the world with regret ; 
where few things are to be attained, without more agitation, both of 


the 


. 


Caw 1% 


hs reaſon and the 8 than either moderate parts, a he 
kent mind, can ſupport. The truth is, after being long divided 
between the two ſchemes of ſtaying at home, or croffing the ſea 
again, I have determined upon the latter, at the kind inſtances of my 
Brother, the Colonel (though I do not propoſe to ſtay many days 
with him). If I can, I will ſee the Preſident, and (ſhould the 
weather prove fine) will follow him to Bourdeaux. But at preſent, 
this part of my ſcheme is a little viſionary. 

I am greatly obliged to Mrs. Warburton and you, for your propo- 
ſition of ſtaying at Prior-Park. No retirement is more agreeable to 
me, but I muſt defer that pleaſure till Chriſtmas. Beſides, T think 
you will both be wanted at Weymouth; and, if it is expected, ſhe 

ought to go. I ſuppoſe you will both laugh, when you read this; 
but Fam always free in adviſing my friends, and love to be adviſed by 
them. Pray aſk her pardon in my name, that I have forgot Erminia 
in Taſſo ſo long, and not tranſcribed it. When you have me at 
Prior-Park, I will tranſcribe it; and obey all her commands. As 


to the election at Merton, Mr. Harris would have been glad to have ; 


' ſerved Dr. Hartley, but was engaged before for Dr. Bearcroft's Son. 


You deſire me to give you a copy of the Preſident's laſt ſhort letter 
to me.—lIt runs thus: 5 | 


Monfieur, mon irds cher et tres uluſire Ami; 

ec Jai un paquet de mes ouvrages, bons ou mauvais, a vous 

d envoyer; jen ſerai peutetre le porteur ; il pourra arriver que 
4 7aurai le plaiſir de vous embraſſer tout a mon aiſe, —je remets a 
« ce tems a vous dire tout ce que je vous ècrirois. Mes ſentimens 
e pour vous ſont graves dans mon cœur, et dans mon efprit; dune 
4 maniere a ne ſ effacer jamais. Quand vous verrès Monſieur le 
« Docteur Warburton, je vous prie de lui dire Videe agreable que 
% je me fais de faire plus ample connoiſſance avec lui; daller 


8 trouver la ſource du ſcavoir, et de voir la lumiere de ; = po 
328 „ LF 


'! 


. «© Son ouvrage ſur Julien m'a enchantè, quoique je n'aie que de tres 
« mauvais lecteurs Anglois, et que j ai preſque oubliè tout ce que 
jen ſgavois. Je vous embraſſe, Monſieur. Conſerves moi votre 
c amitie ; la mienne eſt eternelle. e Sp 

| :  -_ « MONTESQUIEU. 
cc ZE Pa ins Jun, 1753. 1 E Men 


ce L Abbe Salier e et tenen de Fontenelle vous Gtuent,” 


As it is very ſhort, I give it you varia. His 3 is as wg as 

his underſtanding in all he ſays or writes ; though he mixes now and 
then a little of the French clinguant, with all his brightneſs and ſoli- 
dity of genius, as well as originality of expreſſion. I will find an 
opportunity in the winter of ſending him your ſermons, and wall 
Pn your reſents to him next poſt. # 


| Ever yours, | 
| | DEAR SIR, FAC a0 | 0 
15 5 'YORKE. 


P. S. Compliiens attend Mrs. Was and Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen. 
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LETTER w. 


-My DEAR LoRD, 


1 Was elitr to write to your Lordſhip. an anſwer 


to a very cheerful and agreeable letter, which I had the honour and 
_ pleaſune of receiving frgm you, when the news of poor Mr. Allen's 


death reached' me. The truth i is, being i in the hurry of bulineſs, and 


neglecting the news- papers, I did not hear of it, till two or three days | 
after it was known. If an event of that fort could ftrik® or wound 
one, after ſo many loſſes in my own family, immediately following 
one another, this event muſt make the ſtrongeſt impreſſion, as it 
related to myſelf, ho regret a friend, and to your Lordſhip, who 
mourns a parent. But ſuch he truly was tall mankind, to all, who 
came within the reach of his care and bounty. In ſhort, he was a 
rare example of piety and charity; one of thoſe excellent perſons, 


who always die too ſoon for the world. He will be fincerely and 
univerſally lamented. And that circumſtance I have often thought a 


pleaſing advantage, which amiable and benevolent r men have over the 
great and ambitious. | | 
TIT am anxious to know hw Mrs. Warburton and yourſelf do, 
| after this ſhock. May I beg you to preſent my beſt compliments of 
condolence to Mrs. Allen, Mifs Allen, and the reſt of the family? 
When I know where your Lordſhip fixes, I will trouble you 
| hereafter upon other matters. But I feel too much, when I touch 
this ſtring to your Lordſhip, to be capable of writing, as I ought,. 
upon any thing elſe. I am, my dear Lord, always moſt Ry | 


and affetionately, 


3 Your friend, and | 
34 8 humble ſervant, 


.. | Highgats 705 11th, 78 


> ! 


C.. YORKE. 


rr 


Q 


[ 38 J 


UCETTER V: 
February 2d, 1767. 
My pDEAR LoRp, a FT 


J Cannot reſiſt the impulſe of thanking you in three 
words for the peruſal of your new diſcourſes, as well as your laſt letter. 
All the fruits of your friendſhip are pleaſing to me. The book was 
moſt eagerly devoured in the diſcourſes, which I had not read before, 
and kept up my attention every where. How do-you manage always 


to ſſay ſomething new upon old ſubjects, and always in an original 


manner? The Bookſeller favoured me with it, juſt on the eve of 


the 3oth of January, and within three days of Candlemas ; one of 
them the greateſt Civil Faſt in England; and the other, the greateſt 


Religious Feſtival of Anti-Chriſt. Your Lordſhip has furniſhed me 
with ſuch meditation for both, that I muſt add it to the account of 
my obligations, aud remain 2 


Jour Lordihip s moſt faithful 
and affectionate humble Wm. 


C. YORKE. 


P. S. Pray make my beſt compliments to Mrs. Wa. in which 
Mrs. Yorke deſires leave to join, as well as to your Lordſhip. 


